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1st January. 


CHARGES AGAINST THE LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR OF CH‘AHAR. 


Nearly the whole of this day’s Gazette is 
occupied with a memorial from a Censor 
denouncing the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Ch‘ahar, and a report from the Viceroy 
Li containing the result of an investigation 
which he caused to be made into the 
charyes brought against the accused. T'‘o- 
lun-pu, the incriminated officer, had al- 
ready been attacked some months ago by a 
Censor for abusing his position as Ruler of 
the Mongol tribes, and now another mem- 
ber of the Censorate renews the assault. 
On the last occasion the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor had been tenderly dealt with by the 
Throne, having been merely deprived of 
three steps of rank and ordered to get 
rid of one of his Secretaries who had been 
accused of taking bribes and other grave 
offences. So far, however, from appreciat- 
ing the gentle treatment he received, 
and attempting to reform his ways, T‘o 
Lun-pu, according to the Censor, became 
more reckless than ever, retained the 
Secretary at Kalgan, where he gave him 
some Janded property, and did all in 
his power to make him comfortable. The 
Mongol who had been the chief com- 
plainant against the Secretary was removed 
from office, and the appointment conferred 
upon one of the clique surrounding the 
Lieutenant-Governor. The Mongo! and 
his friends had attempted to go to Peking 
to present a statement of their grievances 
to the Mongolian Superintendency, but 
they had been intercepted and brought 
back, and two of their number tortured to 
death. The Lieutenant-Governor was also 
stated to have encouraged settlers to under- 
take the reclamation of a large tract of 
pasturage land belonging to the Mongols, 
the cultivation of which was forbidden 
by law. A copy of the Censor’s in- 
dictment was forwarded to the Viceroy 
Li, who was called. upon to furnish 
a report on the subject. The Prefect of 
Tientsin, who had formerly been Magistrate 
at Hsuanhua, and possessed an intimate 


acquaintance with the district was de- 
spatched by the Viceroy on a secret mission 
to ascertain by enquiry on the spot the 
amount of credence to be attached to the 
Censor’s statement. The Prefect, who 
travelled in disguise and took every care to 
avoid attracting attention, found that the 
Secretary was still living at Kalgan, but 
could discover no evidence of his having 
been given a grant of land in the neighbour- 
hood. The two people alleged to have 
been tortured to death died, one in prison, 
and one at home shortly after his release 
from prison. About ten years ago nearly 
150,000 acres of Mongol’ pasturage land 
was brought under cultivation with the 
sanction of the Government, but further 
reclamation was forbidden, as it was found 
to restrict unduly the grazing privileges of 
the numad tribes. Recently, however, a 
considerable tract of land has been re- 
claimed in the neighbourhood of Kalgan, 
with the apparent connivance of the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor’s office, and this encroach- 
ment would in a measure justify the 
Censor’s allegation on this head. The 
other points in his memorial are sever- 
ally examined at great length, and the 
general conclusion is that T’o Lun-pu and 
his agents are not considered to be al- 
tovether guiltless on some of the charges. 
The result is that the Lieutonant-Governor 
has been recalled, and that the Governor 
of Hupeh, K‘uei Pin, who was formerly 
Taotai at Kalgan and has the advantage of 
lucal knowledge, has been appointed his 
successor. 
2nd January. 
APPOINTMENTS, 

Ho-shu has been appointed Lieutenant 
Governor of Hunan, and his place as J udicial 
Commissioner of Szechuan has been con- 
ferred upon Té-shou, the Salt Commis- 
sioner of Chékiang. 


PROPOSED INCREASE OF MILITARY FORCE 
AT CHAOCHOUFU. 

Chang Chih-tung recently represented 

the expediency of strengthening the milit- 

ary establishment at Ch’aochoufu and 
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rendering it capable of repressing the law- 
lessness which prevails in the district. 
With this object in view he intimated his 
intention of raising a regiment, the com- 
mand of which was to be vested in the 
Prefect of the place. The Board of War 
having been asked for its views on the 
subject, O-lo-ho-pu and his colleagues 
protest strongly against the adoption of the 
Viceroy's proposal, on the ground that it 
will entail needless expenditure at a time 
when retrenchments are being made in the 


army, and that the military force at present . 


stationed at Ch‘aochou is, if properly 
drilled and equipped, quite sufficient for all 
the duties which it is likely to be called 
upon to perform.—Decree rejecting the 
Viceroy’s suggestion already published. 


ord January. 


PROPOSED ESTABLISHMENT OF PRINTING 
PRESSES AND WEAVING FACTORIES 
IN KUANGSI. . 

Ma P‘ei-yao, the new Governor of Kuang- 
si, submits a scheme which he and the late 
Governor, Shén, Ping-ch‘én, devised for 
improving the moral and material condi- 
tion of the people of the province. Kuangsi 
was in former days celebrated for its lite- 
rary talent, and one of the distinguished 
men whom it produced did much towards 


making book knowledge accessible to all. 


classes of the community. Then followed 
the general destruction of literature of all 
kinds during the rebellion, and ever since 
the people have been dependent upon 
books printed in small and blurred type. 
The best method of impro:ing the morality 
of a community is to cultivate their literary 
taste; and to do this a large command 
of beoks is an absolute necessity. Fine 
editions of the classics and other works 
have been produced in the neighbouring 
provinces, and the Governor proposes to 
use these as models and set up printing 
establishments in Kueilin, Wuchou, Nan- 
ning, and a few other cities. The produc- 
tion of silk appears from the ancient record 
to have been an industry in the province 
from the earliest times, especially in Jung 
Hsien, where weaving was practised in the 
T‘ang dynasty. About twenty years ago 
the magistrate of the district revived the 
industry with such success that there is 
now a yearly production of about 25,000 
catties of silk. Last year an office was 
opened in the provincial capital for en- 
couraging the rearing of silk worms; and the 
cultivation of the mulberry and the institu- 
tion of spinning factories will, it is pre- 
dicted, give a great stimulus to the indus- 
try, which has already attained considerable 


success. The Governor, when magistraté 
of Hsiehchou in Shansi, introduced the 
silk industry there, and he will now be in 
& position to utilise the experience he then 
acquired. Branch offices have been estab- 
lished at various centres and three or four 
Cantonese instructors have been stationed 
in each to teach the country people the art 
of weaving.—Approved by Rescript. 

4th January. 

APPOINTMENTS. 


Chang Hsii is appointed Governor of 
Hunan, and is directed to proceed to his 
post without coming to Peking to receive 
instructions. 

Lu Fu-lin is made Governor of Shensi in 
the place of Chang Hsii. Until he can 
arrive at his post, T‘ao Mo will act tempo- 
rarily in his stead. | 


PRESERVATION OF THE TUNGT‘ING LAKE. 


Wang Wen-shao, just before giving up 
his post as Governor of Hunan, indited a 
memorial of considerable importance. The 
river system of the two provinces of Hunan 
and Hupeh, in the memorialist’s opinion, 
depends entirely on the Tungt‘ing Lake. 
This great inland sea acts as a natural 
reservoir for holding the water of the sur- 
rounding streams and letting it out into 
the Yangtze. But the sand and mud car- 
ried into it from the last mentioned river 
have choked its bed to a great extent. In 
the western part of it there has grown up 
an island, known locally as the Nan Chou, 
sixty miles in circumference, and belonging 
to the three jurisdictions of Lungyang, Hua- 
jung and Anhsiang. This island is not only 
surreptitiously cultivated by a crowd of poor 
people, but has become the resort of 
swarms of lawless characters, whose en- 
croachments are the cause of numberless 
lawsuits. The present state of things is 
much worse than it was when the memorial- 
ist was formerly Governor of the province, 
though it had even then begun to exist. 
Of course, as the islands in the lake extend, 
the space for holding water diminishes in 
equal degree. One result of this is shown 
in the damage done to the great artificial 
embankment of the Yangtze in the Ching- 
chou Prefecture ; while on the south the 
water of the Hunan streams, having no 
place into which to drain, spreads itself 
over the country on the margin of the lake. 
In short, just in proportion as the lake 
becomes land, the adjacent land necessarily 
becomes lake. When the memortalist a 
year ago came again to Hunanas Governor, 
and discovered the existence of this state 
of things, he saw at once that it was the 
one great danger which threatened the 
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province. He knew that the islands 
which had actually grown up could not be 
removed, but he determined to do what 
best he could in the urgent state of affairs. 
It was his completely formed intention to 
set to work as soon as the river fell in the 
present autumn. He meant to select a 
number of energetic officers who were 
skilled in river engineering, and send them 
to the Jake to carry out such measures as 
seemed advisable. Their task would have 
been to restrain the floods by the construc- 
tion of embankments, and to cut new 
channels or straighten old onesso as to create 
a natural scour, by which means he hoped 
to prevent the silting up of the mouths of 
the great rivers that empty themselves into 
the lake, and to cause all the water brought 
down by them to be carried into it instead 
of spreading over the adjacent country. 
A further measure was to call general 
attention to the- established law which 
forbids both the construction of dykes with- 
out permission andthe unauthorised cultiva- 
tion of the public wastelands. Even if islands 
have formed which are not injurious to the 
water ways, they should only be occupied by 
tenants introduced by the authorities ; and 
other persons should not be allowed to settle 
on them and apply to have them registered 
for taxation. Where individuals held water 
rights and the- place has become dry land, 
their fishing taxes would be remitted, but 
they would not be permitted to take pos- 
session of the ground. Lastly it was in- 
tended to construct a flotilla, which would 
keep a check on pirates and robbers, and 
would prevent the recurrence of what took 

lace in the time of the Sung and the Ming 

ynasties. The memorialist regrets deeply 
that his sudden promotion to the Governor- 
Generalship in Yiinnan has prevented him 
from executing these schemes for the bene- 
fit of the people of the Hunan province, 
where he has twice been Governor, and 
has been received with much greater favour 
than he in any way deserved. He will, 
however, leave the matter in the hands of 
his successor after furnishing him with all 
possible information concerning it.—ZRe- 
script : Noted. 


REPAIRS TO SEA-WALL IN CHEKIANG. 


Tho Governor of Chékiang presents a 
memorial describing the restoration of 
portions of the stone sea-wall in the district 
of Haiyen near Kashing. The repairs 
were commenced on the Ist day of the 7th 
month three years ago, after offerings had 
duly been presented to the Earth Spirit, 
and they were completed on the 11th day 
of the 6th month in the present Chinese 


year. The work executed included the 
rebuilding of the wall for a distance of 
7,650 feet in one locality, and 1,950 feet in 
another, the construction of a double break- 
water in front of the wall, 1,000 feet long, 
and a single one 950 feet long, and the 
filling in of earth behind the. wall. The 
cost incurred for labour and materials 
together amounts -to Tls. 168,000. The 
repairs have been inspected by the Prefect 
of the place, who reports that the work is 
thoroughly executed and the prices charged 
are all reasonable. In addition to this 
report, the memorialist will further present 
detailed accounts of the expenditure and a 
plan of the works, 


5th January. 
REPAIRS TO GRAND CANAL, 


A portion of the grain tribute from Kiang- 
su will be sent north by the Grand Canal 
this year, instead of its all being despatched 
by sea as has been done for the last two 
years on account of the temporary alteration 
in the course of the Yellow River, The 
high authorities of Kiangsu, therefore, find 
that it will be necessary to do a good deal 
in order to get the Grand Canal into a pro- 
po state for the conveyance of traffic. 

redging will be required in certain places, 
and the construction of a number of dams 
hold up the water till the time of the 

oats, 


6th January. 


COLONISATION SCHEMES IN MANCHURIA 
REJECTED. 


Two memorials have lately been presented 
to the Emperor ; one from the Governor of 
Heilung Chiang, proposing that the T‘ung- 
k‘en waste lands in that province should be 
thrown open to cultivation and settlers 
invited to occupy them ; the other from a 
Censor named Yang-ch‘en, suggesting that 
refugees from Shantung should be trans- 
ported to any of the Manchurian provinces 


‘and established upon tracts of vacant 


ground. By the Emperor’s orders both 
these documents were submitted to the 
consideration of the Admiralty Board and 
the Board of Revenue. Those offices have 
now sent in a joint report, which His 
Majesty praises for its pertinency and 
justice. His Majesty remarks that the 
waste lands in the Manchurian mountains 
are reserved as the pasturage and hunting 
grounds of the native Bannermen, and 
therefore any cultivation of them by settlers 
has with admirable foresight been sternly 
forbidden by the Emperors Ch‘ien-lung, 
Chia Ch‘ing, Tao Kuang and T‘ung 





Chih. Many applications have been pre- 
sented to the Throne of late years praying 
that immigrants may be introduced into 
the T‘ungk‘en wastes ; but they have all 
been disallowed lest the livelihood of the 
Bannermen should be by such means inter- 
fered with. The Governor of Heilung 
Chiang is now ordered strictly to enforce 
the existing Decrees which ordain the re- 
servation of these T‘ungk‘en wastes ; but 
he is desired to furnish the Emperor with 
plans showing any untilled lands which 
can be occupied without injury to pasturage 
and hunting rights. When plans have been 
approved, such lands shall be leased to the 
Bannermen themselves, and the funds 
derived therefrom devoted to the support 
of the local military organisation. These 
allotments must be kept free from the in- 
trusion of outsiders, to whom they may not 
be either sold or mortgaged. This measure, 
it is hoped, will tend perpetually to the 
increasing comfort of the Bannermen. The 
Governer and his colleagues must under- 
stand that they are not to invite the coloni- 
sation of vacant territories in any part 
whatever of the province. Should they 
disobey these orders, they, will receive 
exemplary punishment. No further notice 
need be taken of the memorial concerning 
the introduction of refugees from Shan- 
tung. 


HONOURS FOR CLOSING BREACH IN YELLOW 
RIVER. 

The Governor of Shantung has reported 
the closing of the breach which was made 
last summer in the embankment of the 
Yellow River at Hsichihfang in Lich‘eng 
Hsien. His Majesty therefore allows 
honours to be conferred on a long list of 
officers who were concerned in the success- 
ful work, 

7th January. 


NEW MOUTH TO YELLOW RIVER. 


The Emperor has been informed by the 
Governor of Shantung that during the past 
year sixty or seventy per cent. of the Yel- 
low River water entered the sea through a 
new channel which left the old bed at Han- 
chia Yuan in Lich‘eng Hsien thirty-nine li 
from the coast. The Emperor considers 
the floods which occur further inland in 
Shantung to be due to the choking up of 
the river’s mouth, which prevents the water 
from running off rapidly ; and he has no 
doubt that if the whole body of the stream 
can be confined to the new channel this 
will be incomparably easier than dredging 
the present mouth of the river at T‘ieh- 
men Kuan. In accordance therefore with 


the Governor's representations, he desires’ 
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him to embank the sides of the new chan- 
nel and to construct a mound of earth across 
the old one, so as to prevent any water 
going that way. By this means the force 
of the stream will be preserved and the 
tendency to silt be checked. The sum of 
Tls. 98,000 is required for the work, which 
amount the Governor is directed to take 
from his provincial treasury. But the Go- 
vernur must not fail to proceed in the 
undertaking with the greatest care. He 
must satisfy himself whether the outflow 
can really be increased when the new 
works are undertaken, and whether the 
resistance of the tide will be feebler or 
greater than at the old mouth. He must 
also send frequent reports to the Em- 
peror giving full details of his proceedings. 


DEATH OF LI CH‘ANG-LO. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang reports the 
death of Li Ch‘ang-lo, Commander-in-Chief 
for the Province of Chihli. The memorial- 
ist at the same time gives an account of 
the career of the deceased officer, and 
requests that the Emperor will be pleased 
to confer on him the marks of honour due 
to hia rank and distinguished services. 
When the memorialist entered upon his 
campaign against the Taiping rebels in the 
neighbourhood of Shanghai, Li Ch‘ang-lo 
commanded a battalion of the memorialist’s 
troops and took part in the capture of a 
large number of cities. Next he was en- 
gaged in the operations in the neighbour- 
hood of Amoy. In 1866 he was one of the 
commanders employed against the Kastern 
Nien-fei in Honan and Shantung, and 
assisted in destroying them on the frontiers 
of Shantung and Kiangsu. Then the 
Western Nien-fei sprang up. Li Ch‘ang-lo 
was ordered into Chihli, whence, after 
several conflicts, the rebels were driven 
into Shantung, and exterminated in the 
neighbourhood of Wuting Fu. From 
first to last he was noted as well for his 
dashing bravery as for his skill as a strate- 
gist. Of all the commanders of the famous 
Anhui troops, he stood forth undoubt- 
edly pre-eminent. His merits were re- 
cognised by the Throne and he was given 
a Yellow Jacket and a Baturu title. After- 
wards he was promoted to various high 
posts, and finally, as it was thought that 
the Anhui troops should have a commander 
worthy of their distinguished reputation, 


he was appointed their General and made 


Commander-in-Chief of Chihli. In this 
important position he fully justified the 
opinion held of him, being both feared and 
loved, and bringing the army into a state 
of perfection. In order to provide for the 
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defence of the ccast, his head-quarters were 
removed from Kupeikou to Lutai, where 
he would be near to Peit‘ang and Taku. 
Unfortunately, the cold sea air in_ that 
locality caused his old wounds to re-open, 
and this was followed by spitting of blood. 
IIe was besought by the memorialist to take 
rest and not to expose himself; but he 
would nut consent to leave his work. Thus 
he became hopelessly ill and died at the 
early age of fifty-two. Iintering the army 
us a youny man of good family, he was well 
educated, and never lost his tast for liter- 
ary studies. His superior skill in strategy 
was partly due to the care with which he 
was in the habit of working at military 
history. He was as gentle and retiring in 
ordinary life as he was full of fire in the 
moment of action. — Dec: ee issued previously, 


€th January. 


A DEGREE CANCELLED, THE CANDIDATE NOT 
BEING QUALIFIED TO COMPETE. 


At the receut examinations for the pro- 
vince of Chihli one of the successful candi- 
dates was a man named Liu Tao, Ie was 
afterwards represented to the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang that this individual was not a 
person of respectable birth, aud therefore 
was not entitled to compete at the examina- 
tion. The man and his father were there- 
fore examined by the Tientsin Magistrate, 
who found that the father had been a ser- 
vant in the Magistrate’s Yamén in 1860, 
that he had afterwards resigned and bought 
a button of the third grade; and more 
recently he had similarly acquired for his 
son the rauk first of literary licentiate, 
and then of sub-prefect: thus qualified 
the son had competed successfully for 
a provincial degree, After this inves- 
tigation had already been instituted, a 
Censor addressed a memyrial to the Em- 
peror on the same matter. His com- 
plaint was to the same effect as that 
made tu the Vicervy ; only he added that 
as the man could hardly read, it was pro- 
bable that he had gained his place on the 
examination list by sume secret fraud. 
This memorial was sent to the Viceroy 
with orders from the Emperor to make 
enquiries. ‘he Viceroy therefore in- 
structed the magistrate to hold an addi- 
tional investigation concerning the charge 
of fraud at the examination; but the 
magistrate failed to obtain proof of any- 
thing under this head. In sending a report 
to the Emperor the Vicervy states that the 
former menial position of the man’s father 
rendered: both father and son inevmpe- 
tent either to acquire rank by purchase 
or to compete at the public examinations. 


He therefore recommends that both of 
thein should be deprived of their official 
rank, and the degree of the son be cancelled. 
—Lecree issued previously. 

ILLICIT COINAGE IN SHENSI. 


The Governor of Shensi reports that a 
man was recently arrested for surreptitious- 
ly coining copper cash of a small size. He 
stated that he was only a workman em- 
pluyed by a man who held the grade of 
lieutenant in the army. The latter was 
order to appear before the authorities, 
but has disobeyed the summons. Ib is 
therefore requested that he may be cashier- 
ed and arrested.—Granted. 


9th January. 
GOVERNOR OF HUNAN. 


Shao Yii-lien, recently appointed Gov- 
ernor of Huuan, aunounces that he arrived 
at his pust on the 29th of October and took 
over charge on the lst of November.— Noted: 

A decree has already appeared in the 
Gazette, appointing a successor to Shao Yii- 
lien, who has gone into retirement on 
account of mourning. 


10th and 11th January. 
EMPEROR PRAYS FOR SNOW. 


The Emperor announces that on thie 
4th of January he proceeded to the Temple 
known as the Takao Tien, and prayed for 
snow, which was much needed at Peking. 
No snow having since fallen, he will again 
offer prayers on the 12th of January, 
(Note. Snow fell in the neighbourhood of 
Peking on the night of the 13th.) 


SAFETY OF CHING CHOW EMBANKMENT. 


The Governor of Hupeh states that the 
embankment at Chingchoufu has given 
much cause for anxiety this summer 
and: autumn. ‘This important river-wall, 
known as the great Wan-ch‘eng Dyke, 
protects tho whvle prefecture and a wide 
tract of country beyond, which would 
otherwise be liable tu inundation from the 
Yangtze. Strong freshets came down from 
Szechuan during the past month and wero 
prevented from escaping eastwards because 
the stream below was blocked by the un- 
usual quantity of water issuing from the 
Han River and its affluents. Tho river 
rose to an extraordinary height, and the 
situation was aggravated by the long-con- 
tinued rains and violent winds which oc- 
curred locally. The embankment was 
frequently endangered by the force of the 
current aud the waves ; but it was safely 
preserved by the watchfulness and energy 
of the local authorities. The river is now 
falling aud all danger is past.—Noted. 





12th and 13th January. 


ABUSES CONNECTED WITH THE LEVY OF THE 
LAND TAX. 


A Censor recently represented to the 
Throne the deep-seated abuses which exist 
in connection with the levy of the grain tax 
throughout the Empire, and suggested that 
the high provincial authorities should be 


held responsible for exercising proper sur-. 


veillance over the action of their subordi- 
nates in the matter. When any remission 
or postponement of the collection of the 
tax is sanctioned by the Emperor, a copy 
of the Imperial Edict made out on yellow 
paper ought by established usage to be 
posted widely in the form of a_ procla- 
mation for general information, The 
rules on the subject leave nothing to be 
desired in the way of completeness, but 
their enforcement becomes in the hands of 
the local authorities an instrument of the 
grossest abuses. The lists of the districts 
for which exemption from the tax 1s claim- 
ed are too often falsified, and what is worse, 
the officials take care not to post the Im- 
perial proclamation until they have col- 
lected the tax in full. The revenue is lost 
to the State and goes into the pockets of 
the hangers-on about the yaméns. The 
Emperor expresses his abhorrence of this 
system of fraud, and addresses in stereo- 
typed language an injunction to the Vice- 
roys and Governors of the various provin- 
ces, in which he calls upon them to de- 
nounce for punishment all district ofticers 
who may be guilty of such villainy in future. 
This step will, His Majesty hopes, serve to 
check official depravity and alleviate to 
some degree the burdens of the people. 


ABUSES CONNECTED WITH THE EXAMINATION © 


SYSTEM. 


Another Censor complains that at the 
examinations for the second degree at 
Peking the essays sent in by the candi- 
dates are often copied for the examiners in 
such # careless way that the numbers are 
confused, the result being that real merit 
is practically stifled. He also asks that 
a stop should be put to the practice of 
allowing the candidates to bring bovks 
of reference in small type with them 
into the Examination Hall. The Em- 
peror regards the Examination system 
as a& national institution for the selec- 
tion of talent, and reminds the officers 
charged with carrying it into practice of the 
grave importance of the trust which has 
been confided to them. The Supervisors 
are hereafter to make it their special duty 
to sec that the copying of the essays is 
accurately performed, and that the system 
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generally is enforced in an honest manner. 
The practice of surreptitiously intreducing 
books into the Examination Hall is quite 
contrary to law, and the Governor of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture, and the 
Viceroys and Governors of the different 
provinces have been directed to issue a 
fresh notification ou the subject and pre- 
vent the prohibition from becoming a dead 
letter. 


DEATH OF DEPUTY LIEUTENANT-GENERAL. 


The death of the Deputy Lieutenant- 
General, T‘é-érh-ch‘ing-a, forms tle sub- 
ject of a Decree, in which the Eimperor 
dwells upon the eminent services perfurmed. 
by the deceased officer during the Taiping 
rebellion, and to his subsequent career as 
Commander-in-Chief of the drilled forces 
in the three provinces of Manchuria. The 
General returned to Peking last year in 
broken health, and the intelligence of his 
death has been received with deep revret. 
The Emperor orders that Tls.400 should be 
issued from the exchequer of Heilung- 
chiang towards defraying the expenses of 
his funeral, confers upon him all the 
honours due to his high rank, and desires 
that his son should be introduced at Court 
as soon as he has completed the customary 
period of mourning for his father. 


LIKIN ABUSES. 


A Censor, named Té-yin, having brought 
to the notice of the Emperor the necessity, 
in view of the abuses connected with its 
working, of re-modelling the whole likin 
system and of placing some proper check 
upon the receipts and disbursements, the 
question has been referred by Decree to 
the consideration of the Board of Revenue. 


OF OFFICER FOR TRANSACTION 
OF FOREIGN BUSINESS. 

At the instance of the Governor of 
Kuangsi, Lit Chi-kuang, au expectant Sub- 
Prefect is to be retained in the province 
to assist in the management of questions 


RETENTION 


connected with foreign trade which have 


now to be dealt with there for the first 
time. This officer is a native of Hunan, 
and has had many opportunities of gain- 
ing a local experience which, it is hoped, 
he will now beable to turn to good account. 


ARREST OF A BAND OF BRIGANDS IN KUANGSI. 


Early in last year a band of brigands 
made their appearance at a place called 
Shihloling in the Shanglin district in: 
Kuangsi. Their leader was captured , 
before Shén Ping-ch‘éng gave over charge ' 
of the Governorship of the province, and | 
the new Guvernor received instructions | 
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to take steps for the arrest and punish- 
iment of the remainder. The Magistrate 
of the district posted proclamations offer- 
ing high rewards for reliable information 
respecting their whereabouts, and _is- 
sued warrants authorising their capture 
wherever they might be found, irrespective 
of the question of jurisdiction. The result 
was that eight of their number eventually 
fell into the hands of the authorities, and 
having been condemned on their own con- 
fessions, were summarily decapitated. Re- 
wards have, on the recommendation of the 
Governor, been bestowed upon the agents 
of the Government whose activity coutribut- 
ed to their arrest. 


14th and 15th January. 
PUNISHMENT FOR FAILURE TO PROVIDE FUNDS. 


Last year the Financial Commissioners of 
Kiangsi and Chékiang were required to pro- 
vide between them a sum of Tls. 420,000 
to furnish mining capital for the provinces 
of Yiinnanand Kueichow. Only about half 
of this amount having been supplied, the 
two oflicers referred to have been denounced 
to the Throne by the Board of Revenue for 
their laxity in the matter, and have been 
handed over to the Board of Civil Office for 
the determination of a fitting penalty. They 
are granted a limit of three months within 
which the full amount is to be cleared off, 
and are warned that further failure to 
comply with formal instructions will entail 
severe punishment. 


RANK CONFERRED UPON T‘O-LUN-PU. 


T‘o-Lun-pu, who was recently removed 
from office as Lieutenant-Governor at 
Ch‘ahar, has been appointed an officer of 
the first class in the Imperial Bodyguard. 


REMITTANCES FTOM FOOCHOW TO PEKING. 


The following are the payments which 
the Foochow authorities were required to 
make to Peking during the year 1889:—T'ls, 
50,000 to the Imperial Household Depart- 
ment from the duties upon tea; Tls. 80,000 
towards defraying the cost of frontier de- 
fence measures on the north-east; Tls. 
50,000 from the likin receipts on foreign 
opium ; and Tis. 140,000 from the same 
source fur military purposes, together with 
a monthly remittance of Tls. 5,000 to 
maintain the reserve fund in the Board of 
Revenue; Tls. 200,000 for augmenting 
the salaries of Peking officials; and Tls. 
120,000 for supplying mining capital to 
the province of Yiinnan. The Viceroy at 
Foochow now reports the transmissivun by 
official agents appointed for the purpose of 
various sums, which he is forwarding as 


7 


—--- eS eme 


—_— —— ee ee 


contributions towards clearing off the 
liabilities enumerated above. 


16th and 17th January. 


APPLICATION TO RETAIN SERVICES OF A 
JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER. 


The Viceroy of Fuochow acknowledges 
the receipt through the local telegraph 
office of an Imperial Decree announcing the 
appointment of K'uei-chiin, the Judicial 
Comnussioner of Fukien, to the Lieutenant- 
Governorship of Shansi. K‘uei-chiin, who 
was for sume years Taotai at Amoy and has 
had great experience of the province, ought 
to proceed at once to Peking for audience, 
but the Viceroy asks permission to retain 
his services until the approaching triennial 
scrutiny of the officials shall have been 
completed, more especially as the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor will not return in time to 
conduct it.—Rescript : Let K‘uei-chiin pro- 
ceed direct to his new post. We cannot accede 
to the request that he should postpone giving 
over charge. 


OFFERINGS OF LOCAL PRODUCE, 


The Governor of Kueichow reports the 
transmission to Peking of a quantity of 
sandal wood, cinnabar, various qualities 
of tea, and other articles of local pro- 
duce which he and his predecessors have 
been in the habit of furnishing for the use 
of the Palace. The boxes in which they 
are packed are tu be delivered to the de- 
partment charged with the forwarding of 
memorials, by which they are tv be 
reverently presented to the Emperor. 


SUCCESSION TO AN HEREDITARY TITLE.., 


In 1864 General Li Hsiang-ho, a native 
of Hunan, received an hereditary title of 
the eighth degree for his services in effect- 
ing the recapture of Nanking from the 
rebels, and some years later a similar title 
of the seventh degree was conferred upon 
him for the part he played in repressing 
the Nienfei rebellion in Shensi. When 
the term for which these titles passed by 
inheritance expired, they were to be re- 
placed by a similar title of the 9th degree, 
which was to be heritable for ever. The 
General died without male issue, and the 
Governor of Hunan now forwards an ap- 
plication from his nephew, whom he had 
adopted as his son, claiming the succession 
to the hereditary rank.—Referred to the 
consideration of the Board. 


CONSIDERATION SHOWN TO AGE. 
Shih-tséng, the Vice-President of the 


- Board of War, who is now over eighty years 


of age, requests that he may be handed 
over to the Buard for the determination of 
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i sultable penalty for being late in his at- 
tendance one morning recently at Court, 
We explains that the cause of his late 
arrival was due tu his being seized with a 
pain in the stomach while on his way to 
the Palace.—Decree waiving the question of 
a penalty already published. 
18th and 19th January. 
SALES OF LAND BY BANNERMEN FURBIDDEN. 


An Imperial Decree states that the law 
used to forbid all sales to Chinese of lands 
belonging either tu relatives of the Em- 
peror or to other members of the Tartar 
Banners settled at Peking. But in the 
reign of the Emperor Hsien Féug, thirty 
or forty years ago, the prohibition appears 
to have been withdrawn because of the 
number of infringeinents of it which had 
occurred and the quantity of litigation 
which had ensued therefrom. The Board 
of Revenue has now represented that the 
freedom of sale is made use of to a very 
great extent, and the amount of land owned 
by the Banuermen is rapidly diminishing. 
The Board therefore recommends a return 
to the old state of things. The Emperor 
recognises how important it is that the 
lands possessed by the Bannermen should 
be retained by them for their support. He 
therefore commands that no sales of them 
to Chinese be ever permitted in future. 
This rule will apply both to the lands 
originally bestowed on the Bannermen 
when they settled in the country, and to 
those which they have since acquired by 
purchase. If any infraction of the law be 
discovered, both vendors and buyers will 
be duly punished. All sales which have 
been already effected and regularised will 
be allowed to stand good ; aud in those 
cases where the land and its deeds have 
been transferred but the legal formalities 
not been accomplished, six months will be 
allowed from the date of the present Decree 
for the completion and recognition of tho 
transaction. 

TRIBUTE CORN RETAINED IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung has asked 
permission to retain in the province for 
charitable purposes 40,000 piculs of millet 
which ought to be forwarded to Peking for 
the use of the Government. The Bvard of 
Revenue, as instructed by the Emperor, 
now presents a report concerning the pro- 
posal made by the Governor. The Buard 
remarks that last spring the Governor was 
permitted to expend in relief measures 
Tis, 50,000 from his own provincial trea- 
sury, and Tls. 100,000 which were sent to 
him by the Board itself. Since then he 
has further received 10,000 piculs of grain 
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from the south, and has been allowed to 
use the same quantity from the tribute 
collected in his own province. His Majesty 
has, therefore, already displayed the most 
extraordinary benevolence towards the suf- 
fering poor. Still the distress in Shantung 
is sv widely spread, that the Board is able to 
endorse the Governor’s statement as to the 
necessity fur further funds. In asking for 
this amount of millet the Governor repre- 
sents that it is exclusive of that necessary 
for the soldiers at the mausolea and the 
various garrisons, the supply fur whom has 
been separately provided by him. Apart 
from the soldiers’ millet, the Board finds 
that the miscellaneous requirements of the 
year amvuunt to 68,000 piculs, while the 
stuck in the Imperial Granaries is fuund to 
be 290,000 piculs. There will thus bea 
surplus next year; but of late eo much 
grain has been retained locally instead of 
coming to Peking, that the Board does not 
dare to give any opinion in the present 
instance. It suggests, huwever, that, if 
the Emperor accedes to the Governor's 
request, that officer should be desired to 
forward to Peking the sum for expenses 
which ought to accompany the millet when 
sent there. — Decree issued previously. 


ROBBERY BY AN IMPERIAL CLANSMAN. 


The Governor of Feng-t‘ien reports that 
a member of the Imperial clan living in 
thut province has been convicted of having 
committed several burglaries of a very 
serious character. The prisoner, who had 
impoverished himself by gambling, invited 
a number of bad characters with whom he 
wis acquainted to join him in attacking 
various houses. On each occasion the seven 
or elght men who have formed the gang 
assembled at the dwelling-place of the 
prisoner, from which they set out together 
well provided with fire-arms and other 
weapons. Several houses were robbed by 
them and the plunder divided aim: ngst the 
party. On one occasion one of the num- 
ber was shot dead and two wounded by the 
local guard. Afterwards two of the party 
were caught and executed. The prisoner, 
who went to Moukden to get news of what 
was going on, was discovered and arrested 
there. He gave a false name and endea- 
voured to pass himself off as a Chinese 
vaprant, but his identity was proved be- 
yond all doubt. The memorialist states 
that great trouble was formerly caused in 
Feng-t‘ien by members of the Imperial 
Family, or of the Imperial Clan, who 
entered into alliances with criminals and 
protected them against the police. EKighteen 
years ago certain persons of this description 
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were found guilty of harbouring thieves 
aud sharing their booty, and were there- 
fore beheaded by the commands of the 
Emperor. Shortly afterward a Decree was 
issued ordering that whenever such persons 
were convicted of similar practices they 
should be stripped of their dignities and 
suffer the full penalty of their offences. 
The Imperial Clansman now arrested has 
committed even greater crimes than those 
above mentioned ; as, besides harbouring 
thieves, he acted as their leader in break- 
Ing into houses. It ts therefore proposed 
to sentence him to immediate decapitation 
under the law which prescribes that punish- 
ment in all cases of robbery where any of 
the gang carry fire-arms.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments, 


20th to 23rd January. 
EMPEROR VISITS EASTERN TOMBS, 


The Emperor announces that on the 4th 
of April he will accompany Her Majesty the 
Empress Dowager on a visit to the Eastern 
Mausolea, returning to the Palace on April 
the 12th. 


YELLOW RIVER WORKS ENTRUSTED TO 
CHANG YAO, 


It appears from an Imperial Decree that 
the Governor of Shantung, Chang Yao, has 
prayed the Emperor to despatch a High 
Commissioner from Peking to superintend 
the works which are to be undertaken in 
connection with the Yellow River in that 
province. The Emperor declares that he 
has been much troubled in spirit by the 
repeated floods which have occurred in that 
region, and he sees the immediate recessity 
of undertaking some works which will per- 
manently preserve the people on the river 
banks from the recurrence of the calamities 
which overwhelm them. As Governor of 
Shantung, Chang Yao has been for several 
years in charge of the river; and during 
that time he has displayed energy and 
independence of thought in dealing with it. 
He now announces that, after studying the 
plans adopted in former times, and investi- 
gating present local conditions, he has 
arrived ataconclusion as to what should 
be done. He is therefore desired by the 
Emperor to utilise the knowledge which he 
has acquired, and carry into effect the plans 
which he has framed. Ue must give his 
heart and soul to the work, and so must 
the officers under his orders. In order to 
avoid the evils of divided responsibility, 
no officer will be sent from the capital 
to join him in the superirtendence of 
the undertaking. He must not shrink 
from the difficulties of the task, nor be 
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deterred by the fear of unpopularity. 
His actiun will be in no way fettered 
by instructions from Peking. Merely, 
he must make his main object the 
clearing and opening of the channel, 
dredging the main bed, and embanking the 
north shore. As soon as he can estimate 
the expenditure which will be incurred, he 
is ordered to send in a report to the supreme 
Government, which will arrange for the 
providing of the funds. Lastly, he is de- 
sired to furnish a plan, with explanations 
attached, showing the various sections of 
the works and the new mouth at Hanchi- 
yuan. 


A DEVOTED WIFE AND MOTHER. 


The Governor of Honan forwards and 
endorses a representation made by several 
officials in that province. Many years ago 
a Chékiang official of low rank married a 
lady as second wife. His first wife having 
died, the care of his children devolved upon 
this lady, who tended them as though 
they were her own. In the year 1844 
the husband died, and the widow wished 
to folluw him into the grave. But she was 
persuaded by his relatives to abstain from 
doing so, in order that she might take care 
of the family. They were in poor circum- 
stances and depended upon the work of 
her fingers for her support. So forty years 
rolled away. Through her care the sons 
were all established in life and the daugh- 
ters were all married. Recently, being 
more than seventy years of age, she came 
to live in Honan with one of her sons, who 
holds an appointment as a private secre- 
tary. The petitioners, who are her fellow 
previncials and can vouch for the truth of 
the story, thiuk that her conduct should 
be publicly rewarded as an encouragement 
to others, They therefore humbly request 
that a memorial arch may be erected in her 
honour.—Deeree issued premously. 


MILLET FOR REFUGE AT PEKING. 


Twelve years ago an annual grant of 
three hundred piculs of millet was ordered 
to be given by the Government toa ‘‘ warm” 
refuge in the west part of the city at 
Peking. In the following year it was 
further permitted that when this supply 
proved insufficient, the Governor of the 
city might ask for more. In the pre- 
sent winter the refuge was opened about 
the beginning of November, some twelve 
hundred people have been received in it, 
and broth has been distributed twice daily. 
The original grant being exhausted, it is 
requested that an additional one may be 
given.— Decree issued previously. 





24th and 26th Jauuary. 


OFFICERS DETACHED FOR SPEOIAL SERVICE IN 
TIBET. 


Oh‘ang-kéng, the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, who has only recently reached his 
post, has applied for the services of a numn- 
ber of officers for dealing with international 
questions and other matters of pressing 
importance in that country. The following 
have been detailed for employment under 
his orders: Ying-yii, a Lieutenant-Cvlonel 
in the Guards at Peking, a sub-Prefect 
named Yeu Chin-ch‘ing who is now serving 
in Kiangsu, and a magistrate called Ch‘ieu 
Tsung-i, whu is on the staff of the Turkestan 
establishment. 


ABOLITION OF UNNECESSARY OFFICES. 


A Censor, named Kuei-hsien, submits a 
memorial praying for the abolition of a 
number of oflices which have been created 
in the neighbourhood of the capital. Dur- 
ing the period of military activity caused 
by the rebellion, offices of all kinds were 
established for the purchase of materials, 
the disbursements of funds, aud providing 
for the requirements of an exceptional crisis 
which has happily passed away. After 
the rebellion was at an end, the necessity 
for measures of re-organisation was fixed 
upon as an excuse for continuing this 
multiplication of offices, most of which 
existed merely to furnish appointments 
for expectant Taotais and officers of that 
rank. An innumerable crowd of Direc- 
tors, Superintendents, and Assistants so 
engrossed the control of public business 
that the offices of the Financial and Salt 
Contnisgioners became mere sinecures, and 
the holders frequently did little more than 
give their approval and sign their names. 
The same was the case with the Judicial 
Commissioner. Law suits and other matters 
which properly fell within his province were 
disposed of by a Board, and the result in- 
“volved not only a waste of public money 
but a shuffling of official responsibility. 
Several Decrees have within the past year 
been issued against the system of creating 
unnecessary appointments, but their effect 
has scarcely been visible, and now under the 
very shadow of the seat of Government Li 
Hung-chang has, the Censor learns, au- 
thorised the establishment of a number of 
Boards for examining into the collection 
of the land tax. The people have become 
alarmed, and in their ignorance of the 
written character, have assumed from its 
title that the new institutiun is meant to 
enforce increased payment of the tax. The 
Censor concludes by requesting that Li 
Haung-chang should be directed tv have all 
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these Boards at once abolished, and that 
the people everywhere should be informed 
by proclamation that the provincial autho- 
rities will no longer be permitted to dele- 
gate their duties to menibers of the gentry 
and other irresponsible persous.—Deerce 
al eady published. 


CLOSURE OF BREACHES IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER IN SHANTUNG, 


Chang Yao reports that immediately after 
the breach in the Yellow River at Tachai 
in Changeh ‘iu had been closed, he proceeded 
to take steps for closing the opening at 
Hsichihfang in the Lich‘énug district. The 
closure of .the breach at Changts‘un cost 
Tis. 30,000, that at Tachai entailed an 
expenditure of Tls. 160,000, and the pre- 
sent one will, it is estimated, require an 
outlay of Tls. 30,000 making a total of 
Tls. 220,000 speut in repairing the three 
openings recently made in the Shantung 
portion of the river. The works at Hsi- 
chihfang are being prosecuted night and day 
under the superintendence of Chang Shang- 
ta, the Tautai to whose efticient manage- 
ment the closure of the two previous 
breaches is chiefly due. Only 600 feet 
remain to be completed, but the work is 
attended with great difficulty owing to the 
scour ciused by the current running through 
the opening which averages a depth of 42 
Chinese feet. The Governor hopes, in the 
course of a fortnight or more, to be able to 
report the conpletion of his task, but the 
vicissitudes to which all Yellow River pro- 
bleins are liable render it impossible to 
make any accurate forecast. 


26th and 27th January 
RETIREMENT OF PRINCE YU. 

Prince Yii, who held the office of Sub- 
Director in the Imperial Clan Court, having 
asked permission to retire from the service 
Without a pension, on the ground of cou- 
tinued ill-health, the Emperor has been 
pleased to accede to his request, and has 
authorised him to draw half salary until 
such time as his health may admit of his 
resuming his duties. 


RETENTION IN OFFICE OF A BRIGADIER- 
GENERAL, 


Lo Chin-li, the Brigadier-General at 
Ichang, recently applied for permission to 
go into mourning for the death of a parent, 
and the Emperor, in acknowledging the 
receipt of the memorial on the subject, 
informs the applicant that he must continue 
to act in the post, as his local experience 
renders it impossible to dispense with his 
services at the present moment. 
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A CAPTAIN IN THE ARMY KILLS HIS WIFE 
AND CHILD AND COMMITS SUICIDE, 


The Governor-General at Wuchang re- 
ports a tragic occurrence which took place 
recently at Chtichou. A captain in com- 
mand of the regiment stationed there was 
seized one morning with a ht of mental 
derangement during which he killed his 
wife and his little daughter and afterwards 
cut his own throat. The soldiers in the 
barracks were attracted by the shrieks of 
his victims but did not reach the house in 
which the deed was committed until ali was 
over. A coroner’s inquest was held on the 
budies, and the examination of a number of 
witnesses conclusively proved that the man 
was of unsound mind when he perpetrated 
the crime, 


REVIEW OF TROOPS AT SHAN-HAI-KUAN. 


A review of the troops at Shan-hai Kuan 
should by standing regulation be held once 
every autumn, but owing tu the prevalence 
of disease in the neighbourhood no inspec- 
tion took place last year. The Lieutenant- 
General in command reports the result of 
a review which he recently conducted. 
The troops were tested in gunnery prac- 
tice, archery, sword and spear’ exercises, 
the use of sexling ladders, and other similar 
performances, In all of which they showed 
much skill and experience. ‘Their supply 
of cannon and fire-arms was largely supple- 
mented some little time ago, and their 
handling of these wexpons showed that 
they were being turned to good account. 
In volley firing and archery they attained 
an average of 80 and 90 per cent. respec- 
tively. 

28th and 29th January. 
LIU CHIN-T‘ANG, GOVERNOR OF TURKESTAN, 
REFUSED PERMISSION TO RETIRE. 

Liu Chin-t‘ang, the Governor of Turkes- 
tan, who recently obtained six months’ 
leave of absence to enable him to visit his 
native place in Hunan, has submitted an 
application through the Governor of the 
latter province for permission to retire from 
the public service. The grounds on which 
this application is made are the condition 
of his grandmother's health and the 
necessity for bestowing personal attendance 
upon her during the remainder of her life. 
The Emperor professes to be much affected 
by the sincerity and earnestness of the touch- 
ing appeal made to him by his servant, but 
ndds that there would be great difficulty in 
finding a suitable successor to Liu Chin- 
t‘ang, whose reputation stands sn deserved- 
ly high throughout Turkestan. He regrets, 
therefore, being unable tu accede to such 
a reasonable request, grants the applicant 
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four months’ extension of leave and sends 
him a present of eight ounces of ginseng 
for his aged grandmother. 


| APPOINTMENTS, 

Prince Ch‘ing, the President of the 
Tsungli Yaménu, has been promoted to the 
post of Senior Vice-President of the Im- 
perial Clan Court in succession to Prince 
Yii, who recently retired, and his former 
place as Junior Vice-President has been 
bestowed upon the peilé Yi-yin. 


FAILURE TO FORWARD RETURNS OF WAR 
HORSES. 


The President of the Board of War and 
his colleagues complain bitterly of the ab- 
sence of punctuality in the transmission of 
returns from the various provinces. By 
fixed regulation the returns of cavalry 
horses ought to reach the Board in the 
tenth month of every year, so that it may 
be in a position to present a collective re- 
port to the Emperor by the end of the 
year. 

The delays which have been experienced 
in the receipt of these returns have formed 
the subject of successive Decrees issued 
during the Jast quarter of a century, none of 
which seem to have had any real effect. 
Ne rly all the provinces are many years in 
arrear in this respect, the worst offender 
being Chihli, whose last return was sent in 
1856. The Board points out that the mat- 
ter is one which is intimately connected 
with the question of army reform aud 
expresses & hope that the Emperor will 
issue an order under which the return for 
last year is to be supplied within three 
months.—Decree issued separately. 


RETURNS OF HORSES EMPLOVED IN THE 
GOVERNMENT POSTAL SERVICE. 


The returns of the horses employed b 
the Government couriers ought to sek 
the Board of War in the fifth month of the 
year following that for which they are 
furnished. The district officers are held 
responsible for making punctual reports on 
the subject to their superiors, and the latter 
are bound by regulation to transmit these 
returns githout delay to the Board. Edict 
after edict has been issued during the past 
few years calling for greater punctuality in 
the transmission of these reports, but not- 
withstanding the threats of the punishment 
to be inflicted for failure to supply them, 


~ the Board of War now states that scarcely 


a province has sent a complete return for 
years past. The Board proposes to address 
« further remonstrance to the provinces on 
the subject, and asks for permission to 
warn the authorities concerned that they 
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may expect to be sharply denounced to the 
Throne if they fail to forward full reports 
on the subject within a perind of six 
months from the date on which they receive 
the Board’s despatch. 


HEROIC DEATH OF THE CONCUBINE OF THE 
LATE COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF OF CHIHLI. 


Li Hung-chang reports that the con- 
cubine of Li Ch‘ang-lo, the late Oom- 
mander-in-Chief of Chih, who was only 
31 years of age and had been always noted 
for her virtuous conduct, on hearing of her 
husband’s illness journeyed night and day 
till she reached his bedside, just in time to 
be present at his death. She showed her 
determination not to survive his departure, 
and although her friends used every possible 
means to dissuade her from her purpose, 
she poisoned herself on the following day. 
The Magistrate and gentry of the district 
have presented a petition to the Viceroy, 
in which they ask that permission may be 
granted for the erection of a monument 
to the lady’s memory, and in supporting 
the application, His Excellency dwells 
upon the meritorious and devoted conduct 
which she exhibited in nobly sacrificing 
her life through grief for the death of her 
lord.—Granted by Rescript. 

30th and 3lst January. 


PUNISHMENT OF FINANCIAL COMMISSIONERS 
FOR FAILURE TO SUPPLY FUNDS. 


The Emperor orders that the Financial 
Commissioners of Kiangsi and Chékiang 
shall each be deprived of two steps of com- 
mutative rank for their failure to remit the 
sums which their respective proviuees were 
called upon to furnish as mining capital for 
Yiinnan. The arrears due on this account 
are to be cleared off within a specified 
period. 

TEMPLE TO MAGISTRATE WHO FELL IN BATTLE. 


A number of gentry belonging to the 
province of Kueichow recently presented a 
petition to the Censorate asking that the 
Throne might be moved to sanction the 
erection of a memorial temple to Chiang 
Chia-ku, a Magistrate who fell fighting 
against the Taipings in the year 1854. 
They quoted a number of precedents in 
favour of their application, which, having 
been submitted to the Throne by the Cen- 
sorate, received the approval of the Em- 
peror. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS RELIEF OF 
DISTRESS IN ANHUI. 

The Governor of Anhui reports that sums 
contributed by the province of Chihli to- 
wards the relief of the famine which 
prevailed last year in Anhui, amounted to 


a total of Tis. 81,690, of which the follow- 
ing subscriptions formed a portion: Li 
Hung-chang, Tls. 7,850; Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian 
(second subscriytion), T'ls. 2.000; Ch‘én-i, 
Tls. 1,000; A-K‘ota-ch‘un, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Anhui, Tis. 600; Chang Yo- 
men, the Chief Justice, Tls. 400; Brigadier- 
General Jén Tsu-wén, Tls. 500 and T's. 
700; Li Feng-chang, 5,000 piculs of rice ; 
and Tai Tsung-t‘éng, an expectant Taotai, 
Tls. 3,000. 


Ist and 2nd February. 


CLOSING OF BREACH IN YELLOW RIVER 
BANK. 


The Governor of Shantung reports the 
closing of the breach in the embankment 
of the Yellow River at Hsichihfang in Li- 
cheng Hsien. These operations were 
taken in hand immediately after the suc- 
cessful issue of those in the Changch‘iu 
District a little further down the river. 
They were entrusted to the care of a Tao- 
tai named Chang Shang-ta, who worked 
under the immediate supervision of the Go- 
vernor. As the ground was somewhat low 
and the opening was situated at a bend inthe 
river, it was from the very beginning found 
necessary to proceed with caution. As the 
gap narrowed the scouring increased, the 
stream ran with more violence, and the bank 
frequently subsided or fell in. The peril 
was great ; but it was successfully overcome 
by Chang Shang-ta and his staff, who worked 
steadily and dauntlessly amid the winter 
snows, repairing accidents and strengthen- 
ing and widening the structure. By the 17th 
of December the gap was reduced to a width 
of one hundred and sixty feet. By this 
time the increasing impetuosity of the cur- 
rent reudered the work doubly difficult. A 
side embankment was constructed, the 
breakwater up stream was lengthened, and 
the work continued steadily. Toiling day 
and night the engineers carried forward the 
embankment for three staves without reat- 
ing. On the 28th of December there only 
remained sixty feet to be done. But the 
water was now pressing on the rear of the 
work, which was eaten away by the boiling 
eddies. The same tactics as before were 
employed, soil also keing brought up in the 
railway trucks and ‘‘earth-boxes” being 
piled up. On the29thahawser was stretched 
across the chasm, and the channel for 
drawing off the water was opened. Mate- 
rials were thrown in from both embank- 
ments, the work went on without any 
ceasing, and on the 3lst the task was 
entirely completed. After mentioning that 
this successful result had been achieved at 
@ comparatively small cost, and dilating 
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upon the hardships and perils undergone 
by the ofticials in charge of the works, the 
meniorialist expresses a hope that His 
Majesty will allow these officers, as well as 
those employed at the Changch‘iu breach, 
to receive the rewards accorded in cases 
where exceptional merit has been dis- 
played.— Decree issued previously. 


NEW EMBANKMENT AT P‘UCHOU. 


On the 29th of last July the Yellow 
River embankement gave way at a place 
in P‘u Chou, which is a district near the 
western frontier of Shantung. The mili- 
tary officer in charge was immediately 
deprived of his button and was ordered 
to take measures to strengthen the broken 
ends of the embankment so as to prevent 
the gap from widening. The Prefect of 
Tungch‘angfu was next desired to attend 
to the repairing of the disaster. After 
inspecting the locality he reported that 
the bed of the river had encroached upon 
the site of the wall tu such an extent that 
there would be great diticulty in ensuring 
the safety of the structure if it were re- 
built on the same spot. He therefore re- 
ceived permission to withdraw it as far as 
the state of the circumstances required. 
Acting in conjunction with the military 
ofticer aforesaid he set to work on the 26th 
of October. The substituted embankment 
was constructed two li in the rear of the 
old one, the length of the new work being 
twenty-three thousand nine huudred and 
eighty feet. The operation has been com- 
pleted with perfect success, and the water 
of the Yellow River prevented from again 
invading the country there. The Colonel 
aforesaid has exerted hiimself to the utmost 
in connection with the undertaking, and 
it is therefore requested that his buttom 
may be restored to him.—Request granted. 


rd and 4th February. 
CHANG CHIH-TUNG ASSUMES CHARGE, 

Chang Chih-tung reports that he has 
assumed office as Governor-General of 
Hupeh and Hunan. He arrived at Wu- 
clang Fu, on-the 17th of December, and 
on the following day the archives and 
insignia of his oftice were delivered over to 
him by the retiring Governor-General. He 
humbly returns thanks for the favour 
shown to such an insigniticant and un- 
worthy individual as himself in appointing 
him for a second time to rule over two 
proviuces together. He is not altogether 
unacquainted with the country to which he 
has come, as he formerly performed the 
duties of Literary Chancellor there. The 
inhabitants, he finds, are at the present 





moment deeply suffering from the effects 
of the recent fluods. It will be his duty, 
in accordance with the Imperial desire to 
revive them and relieve them from their 
distress. He will also maintain the effi- 
ciency of the army and keep the country 
entirely free from brigandage. He will 
preserve the most friendly relations with 
his colleagues, the Governors of the two 
provinces, consulting them on all matters 
of business. —Rescript: Noted. 


PATROLLING OF THE FENGT‘IEN PRONTIER. 


The high authorities of Fengt‘ien and 
Kirin report that the frontier between the 
two provinces has been patrolled according 
to annual custom by a combined force of 
cavalry despatched by the two governments. 
The two detachments met on the 12th of 
December ata place called Lishu Ch‘eng- 
tzli, and as soun as they had completed 
their task, the commanders sent in reports 
to their respective governments. These 
documents state that the country is every- 
where tranquil, and that there are’ no 
traces of brigands. 


NEW INTENDANT OF LAND TAX AT 
WUCH'‘ANG, 


The high authorities for the province of 
Hupeh propose an officer named Yiin Tsu-i 
for the vacant post of Land Tax Intendant 
at Wu-ch‘ang. The appointment, say the 
Memorialists, is a very important and busy 
one, as it is concerned with the collection 
of the land-tax, whether the same be paid 
in grain or in silver, and with the trans- 
mission to Peking of the funds derived 
therefrom. It is therefore necessary that the 
officer selected be a man of both ability and 
experience. The Memorialists consider they 
have found such a person in Yiin Tsu-i, who 
is an expectant Tactai on the Hupeh list. 
This gentleman is a native of Kiangsu 
and in his fifty-second year. Having 
obtained the grade of Licentiate, he 
competed successfully for a _ provin- 
cial degree in the year 1864. After 
he had been appointed to a province as 
Sub-prefect, he purchased the rank of 
Secretary to a Board, and while waiting 
for a post in Peking, he further purchased 
the rank of Prefect and was nominated to 
Hupeh. In 1874 for services connected 
with the transport by sea of the grain 
tribute in Kiangsu, he was granted the 
rank of expectant Taotai, the promotion 
to take effect as soon as he received an 
actual appointment as Prefect. Another 
contribution on his part secured him this 
advancement without waiting, and he 
became an expectant Taotai on the Hupeh 
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list in the year 1875. After his year's 
probation the Governor-General reported 
him as fit to take a busy post. He was 
presently employed in forwarding supplies 
to Tso Tsung-t‘ang for that officer’s cam- 
paigns in the North-west ; and in reward 
for the energy which he displayed in 
the performance of this task he was re- 
commended for a button of the second 
class. In 1885, on account of his father’s 
death, he went into mourning for the 
customary period of three years. Since 
then he has again been employed on the 
Hupeh staff. At various periods he has 
held many acting appointments, having 
been in charge of the Ordnance and Re- 
organisation Boards, the Likin and Salt 
Directorates and the Wuch ‘ang Intendan- 
cy. The long and varied experience which 
he has thus enjoyed has placed him ahead 
of all other officials in the province of his 
own rank.—Referred to the Board of Civil 


Office. 
5th and 6th February. 


RESTRICTION ON NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL 
CANDIDATES. 


A Censor, named Hsii Chia-ting, makes 
a strong representation concerning the 
regulations allowing for special reasons 
either a temporary or a perpetual increase 
in the number of the successful candidates 
at the public examinations of any province. 
This favour has for many years past been 
regularly accorded in return for pecuniary 
contributions of a certain amount to mili- 
tary funds or other objects of general im- 
portance. The practice came into use at the 
time of the financial difficulties caused by 
the Taiping rebellion, and it has been made 
use of in a special degree by the people of 
Szechuan, in which province a large addition 
has been made to the number of graduates. 
The memorialist holds that the system has 
become entirely productive of evil, leading 
both to confusion and to corruption. He 
therefore earnestly prays that it may be 
altogether prohibited in future. 


NEW MOUTH TO YELLOW RIVER. 

The Governor of Shantung presents a 
memorial concerning the formation of a 
new mouth to the Yellow River. The 
current of this great stream, says the me- 
morialist, is checked by the tide which it 
encounters on nearing the sea. A deposit 
of silt is thus caused, and the land con- 
tinues steadily to advance. It is less than 
forty years since the river adopted its pre- 
sent course, and during that time the 
distance from T‘ielimenkuan to the river- 
mouth has increased from fifty to one 


hundred and twenty lz. At high water the 
depth of the river is twelve or thirteen feet, 
and at low water three or four feet. A delta 
has formed with numerous small streams 
running between banks of hard sand, and the 
current at the month is very feeble. There 
isa place called Hanchia Yuan, situated 
below the Liching heights, only thirty-nine 
lo from the coast. In its neighbourhood 
several embankments have been privately 
made and maintained by the salt workers. 
Of late years, however, they have contin- 
ually been washed away by floods, and 
are now in a very dilapidated condition. 
During the freshets of last spring the river 
broke out in this locality and made its 
way to the sea with a well formed channel. 
When the period of the summer freshets 
arrived, the river above Liching rose till it 
was level with the top of the embankments. 
The officials locally in charge of the river 
were desired by the memorialist to see what 
should be done. They reported favourably 
on the new channel, which moreover, they 
said, ran through a district free from villa- 
ges. In consequence of their statement an 
order was given to cut away a little of the 
old embankment, and immediately sixty or 
seventy per cent of the water ran into the 
sea by the new bed. Soundings taken there 
have shown that there are sixteen or seven- 
teen feet of water in the deep parts and 
eight ornine in the shallow. Since October 
sea-going junks have been passing through. 
It would have cost several hundred thou- 
sand taels to have dug such a cuttiug by 
human labour. As the land lies low, 
embankments ought to be made on both 
sides for a distance of thirty li, omitting 
the eight or nine lz nearest to the coast, 
where the sand banks which constitute 
the ground will not admit of such an 
operation, The total length of such ew- 
bankments as aforesaid would be 108,000 
feet ; and the memorialist proposes to make 
them ten feet high, eighty feet wide at tho 
bottom and twenty feet at the top. Their 
cost is estimated at Tls. 86,000, with Tls. 
12,000 tore for filling up creeks and holes. 
The work will have the double advautage 
of protecting the salt workers and of con- 
fining the water, so that it will not spread 
out and lose the swiftness of its current. 
Below Hsiaoshen Miao the water in the 
old bed is only two or three feet deep. It 
is proposed to cut this off by a mound of 
earth so as to turn the whole stream into 
one channel. The object of this is to pre- 
vent the weakening of the current and the 
consequent tendency of the bed to silt.—A 
Decree approving this proposal was published 
in the Gazette of 7th January. | 
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7th and 8th February, 1890. 
PREVENTION OF FRAUD AT EXAMINATIONS. 


A memorial was recently presented to 
the Emperor by a certuin Censor alleging 
the deplorable prevalence of fraud at the 
public examinations: for the Provincial 
Degree. His Majesty handed the docu- 
ments to the Board of Rites, desiring it to 
consider what should be done to enforce 
the existing laws, and further what new re- 
gulations ought to be introduced. The 
Presidents of the Board of Rites have 
now presented their report. They are 
of opinion that the increase in the number 
of candidates during the past few years 
has made it more easy to cheat at the 
examinations, but they consider that the 
existing laws are in the main sufiicient, 
if what they enjoin be rigidly carried out. 
There are two apecial forms of fraud dealt 
with in the memorial, one the actual per- 
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sonation of candidates by other individuals, - 


the second the supplying of essays to them 
by various secret means. Personation, say 
the memorialists, must be prevented by 
seeing that the law is strictly obeyed with 
regard to the identification of candidates at 
the beginning of the examination by per- 
sons of official rank who are actually ac- 
quainted with them. Also, if any case 
should come to light of one man taking the 
place of another, the official who pretended 
toidentify him must be punished as an acces- 
sory, and not allowed to plead that he made 
amistake through hurry or carelessness. In 
order to prevent candidates from obtaining 
essays written by others than themselves, 
in the first place, after receiving their 
stamped papers for their essays, they must 
be made to go straight to their cells and 
nut be permitted to loiter about. This will 
stop their occupying wrong seats or euter- 
ing into communication with other persons 
with the view to the commission of fraud. 
Again it will be with the proctors and such 
officials to keep a strict watch so as not to 
alluw the various attendants to give informa- 
tion as to the themes to persons outside, or 
to bring.in written papers concealed in food 
or bedding. Similarly a vigilant guard 
must be maintained by those employed as 
police outside the gates, in order that no 
communication be surreptitiously held with 
the candidates in the hall. The existing 
laws already forbid persons in the neigh- 
bourhood to fly pigeons, throw bricks, let 
off crackers, or haug out lanterns, for fear 
that these be used as secret signals. Apart 
from this, a sufficient number of watchers 
must be kept steadily moving day and 
night, and more men must be enrolled if 


necessary. Such a step‘is likely to be 
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required at places where additions have 
recently been made to the old examina- 
tion grounds, and the walls are low or 
close to houses outside. Jf under any 
circumstances fraud be discovered, the 
officials responsible for its prevention must 
be punished as well as those guilty of com- 
mitting the offence. Lastly, the memoria- 
lists think that effect should be given to 
the excellent proposal made by Teng 
Ch‘eng-hsiu eight years ago. This was that 
the preliminary examination of qualified 
candidates, held shortly beforehand, should 
be made a reality and not a mere form ; 
and only those who acquitted themselves 
in it with credit should be allowed to pre- 
sent themselves at the provincial examina- 
tion.—Decree issued previously. 


REFORM IN COLLECTION OF LIKIN. 


A Censor iuveighs against the number of 
branch Jtkin stations scattered over the 
country. He declares that only half the 
money collected as likin reaches its proper 
destination ; also that in the rural districts 
the petty stations impoverish the country 
and are a svurce of great vexation to 
hawkers and such small traders. He pro- 
poses as one remedy that the accounts of ex- 
penditure sent to Peking should be audited 
with exactness, as there is reason to believe 
that collusion exists between the staff of 
the Board of Revenue and the provincial 
clerks. Secondly, all branch stations which 
have not already been approved by the 
Supreme Government should at once be 
abolished, and care should be taken to 
preclude the officials or clerks who are not 
actually employed frum remaining on the 
rolls.—Decree issued previously. 


9th‘and 10th February. 
CHANG-YAO ON THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Chang-Yao, the Governor of Shantung, 
submits a memorial in which he makes a 
number of suggestions for repairs and im- 
provements in the portion of the Yelluw 
River which falls under his control. The 
Yellow River trouble is, he remarks, attri- 
buted hy some, to the changeable nature of 
its waters, and is looked upon by others as 
a visitation of time aud destiny. Neither 
of these views represents the whole truth. 
At Hsining, where the rivor enters China 
Proper, and from thence to Ninghsia, its: 
wators are quite manageable and are carried 
off by canals and used for irrigation pur- 
poses. When it reaches Lungmeén, it receives 
the waters of the Ching, Wei, Ch‘in, and 
other rivers, and inits eastern course from 
Shouchang in Shantung its vulume js still 
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further swollen by a number of mountain 
streams, The natural result of all this 
accumulation of water during its long 
course is the turbulent and raging river 
which causes such damage in Shantung. 
This damage is due to the insufliciency of 
human efforts and the lack of material 
resuurces which have hitherto been em- 
ployed in averting it. During the three 
years which he has spent in studying the 
question, the memorialist has arrived at 
certain definite conclusions upon the sub- 
ject. When the river first entered Shantung 
in the Tunga district, its bed, though narrow, 
wis suticiently deep to convey the volume 
of water. In process of time the banks fell 
in on both sides and towns and villages were 
swept away by the current. Had measures 
been at once adopted for shoring up the 
banks by means of fascines and of keeping 
the current in the centre of the river bed 
by the construction of breakwaters, all 
-danger of disaster might have been per- 
manently averted. Instead of this, the 
embankments were left to suffer by the 
action of the water, and the river was al- 
lowed to silt up at its pleasure. For a 
distance of 200 li or so above Shouchang 
there never were any embankments to 
contine the river in its channel, and as a 
result its course was of a very erratic and 
reckless character. This is the first head 
on which the memorialist finds human 
exertion to have been wanting. The second 
may be stated thus:—It was notuntil freshets 
occurred and the river spread wildly over 
the country that the idea of constructing 
proper embankments to supplement the 
dykes built by the people was given effect 
to by the Government, and even then the 
questiun of expense prevented the embank- 
ments being planned on a sufficiently large 
scale. The inequality of the ground and 
the looseness of the soil mulitated against 
their stability, and as a matter of fact they 
invariably collapsed simultaneously with 
the dykes built by private enterprise, Me- 
morialist cannot claim to have special 
knowledge of river questions, but he has 
endeavoured to make up for his lack of 
experience by the exercise of the utmost 
care and diligence. He has been greatly 
hampered by want of funds and has only 
been able to carry out absolutely neces- 
sary repairs. If the most complete mea- 
‘sures of precaution have failed to ensure the 
safety of the river in the past, it can scarce- 
ly be expected that an economical policy, 
which trusts to weak and slender embank- 
ments to confine a huge mass of raging 
water, will meet with much success. A 
few openings may be closed, but the problem 
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of how to keep the river under permanent 
control remains, and urgently demands 
solution. The question of river conser- 
vancy was carefully studied by men of 
former days, but their views on the subject 
presented much divergency of opinion. 
Chia-jang of the Han dynasty looked 
upon embankments as a poor device, 
while P‘an Chi-hsiin of the Ming perivd 
advocated their construction, and gave 
practical effect to his views. The explana- 
tion of such differences of opinion lies in 
the different circumstances of the time and 
the varying conditions of the river. Com- 
ing now to the policy of making side chan- 
nels to drain ‘off a portion of the water, 
the memorialist was at first in favour of 
excavating a subsidiary river at Chaochuang 
to communicate with the T‘uhai River 
and of erecting locks and dams to prevent 
a greater volume of the water being diverted 
than might be desirable. On further re- 
flection, however, he came to the conclu- 
sion that if the River burst its banks 
higher up stream, his subsidiary channel 
might be closed up by the deposit brought 
down by the overflow and prove utterly 
useless for the purpose it was intended to 
serve. He therefore abandoned the idea. 
The following are the works which the 
memorialist considers to be urgently re- 
quired. The Lin-ho embankment which 
runs along the Northern side of the river 
from Ptuchou to Shouchang and serves as 
a protection to three district cities and over 
1,100 villages, should be properly repaired 
and strengthened. The Chin embankment, 
which runs for a distance of 114 li and 
furnishes a safeguard to thirteen district. 
cities in Chihli and Shantung, stands sorely 
in need of similar repairs. A wew embank- 
ment connecting it with T‘aoch‘éng ought 
to be built to protect the Grand Canal. 
The distance is 23 li. The private dykes 
all along the northern bank from Tunga to 
Liching require to be overhauled, and the 
main embankment from the former place 
to the Chi River stands in urgent need of 
repairs. The following works are sug- 
gested along the southern bank. of the 
river:—The private dykes from Yiifu 
Ho to Machuang in the Changchiu 
district, a distance of 150 Ui, should all be 
put in a state of thorough repair, as their 
proximity to the provincial capital renders 
their present condition a source of great 
danger. The main embankment for a dis- 
tance of 330 li from the Yiifu River to Li- 
ching requires additions and repairs, From 
Chiho to Chi-yang the bed of the river does 
not exceed an average breadth of 95 chang, 
and the memorialist proposes to take 
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advantage of this and construct about 20 
locks and water gates for carrying off a por- 
tion of the water during the freshet seasons 
into a desert tract of country which 
communicates with the T‘uhai River. 
These proposals have been made after a 
careful study of the systems advocated 
by men of an earlier generation, and 
after a consideration of the actual condition 
of the river as ascertained by personal 
inspection. In former days during the ad- 
ministration of the ablest Director-Generals 
of their time, the Emperor frequently 
deputed a high officer to report on any 
great works that might be recommended 
in connection with the river, aud the memo- 
rialist, feeling that his own experience does 
not qualify him to pronounce an authorita- 
tive opinion on the subject, would venture 
to suggest that the practice should be 
revived, and that he should be assisted in 
his deliberations by a Minister specially 
commissioned to proceed to Shantung for 
this purpuse.-—Decree previously published. 


11th February. 


SUPPLY OF FUNDS FOR THE EMPEROR'S 
VISIT TO THE EASTERN TOMBS. 


Fu-k‘un and his colleagues in the Gen- 
darmerie Oftice have represented that they 
are urgently in need of funds to defray the 
expenses of the Emperor’s approaching 
visit to the Easteru Tombs, and have re- 
quested that the Liang Huai Salt depart- 
ment should be directed to pay up at leasta 


portion of the arrears due on this head. The - 


interest remaining unpaid alone amounts 
to Tis. 590,000, and of this the Emperor 
orders that at least Tls. 40,000 shvuuld be 
remitted to the Gendarmerie Office. Should 
the Salt Commissioner find himself unable 
to raise such a large amount at once, he is 
authorised to borrow it from the Financial 
Commissioner, who is to draw upon what- 
ever inoney he may be possessed of for the 
purpose. 


ENNOBLEMENT OF EMPEROR’S ANCESTORS. 


In connection with the festivities with 
which the Emperor is to celebrate the 
attainment of his twentieth birthday 
during the present year, His Majesty 
has been pleased to confer titles of hon- 
our of the first class upon three gene- 
rations of the ancestors of his grand- 
mother, the Lady Chuang-shun, who was 
Secondary Consort of the Emperor Tao- 
kuang and mother of the Seventh Prince. 
The deceased officers who become the re- 
cipients of this honour are: WNing-té, 
formerly Brigade-General of Pa-li-k‘un, the 
lady’s great grandfather, her grandfather 
Po-lu, who held the post of Prefect, and 


her father, Ling-shou, who was clerk in a 
Government office. The adopted son of the 
latter, Yen-hui, who is still alive, is to 
receive a hereditary title of the seventh 
grade. 


LEAVE OF ABSENUE TO WU TA-CH‘ENG, THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE. YELLOW RIVER, 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng, the Director-General of 
the Yellow River, has been granted one 
month’s leave of absence to enable him to 
visit his aged mother who is lying very ill 
at Soochow. 


12th February. 


OFFICER DETACHED FOR THE TREATMENT OF 

INTERNATIONAL QUESTIONS IN TIBET. 

Ch‘ang-kéng, the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, who appears to have only recently 
reached his post, applies for the services 
of a number of officers to enable him 
to deal properly with native cases and to 
treat in an effective manner the important 
international questions which continually 
arise in that country. Ying-yii, the first 
officer mentioned, holds the rank of Lieu- 
tenant-General in the Banner Force aud 
has been serving since 1872 in Ili, where 
he has gained considerable experience 
under Sé-léng-o, himself a former Resident 
in Tibet. Heis aman of excellent parts, 
with tact and good judgment, and gives 
promise of a brilliant. future. There isa 
sub-Prefect in Turkestan named Yen-ch ‘ing 
whose services would prove of great value 
to the memorialist in his new post, as 
also a Magistrate called Ch‘en Tsung-i, 
who has acquired an intimate knowledge 
of frontier matters, and whom the Gov- 
ernor, Liu Chin-t‘ang, is prepared to send 
to Tibet. The re-organisation of the Tibetan 
army is likewise under consideration at 
present and will give en.ployment to these 
officers.— Granted by Rescript previously 
published, 


RETIREMENT OF PRINCE YU, 


Prince Yii, who has been repeatedly 
granted leave of absence on the ground of 
impaired health, asks pernussion to retire 
frum the public service and to discontinue 
the allowance granted to him by the Gov- 
ernment. He is affected with great weak- 
ness in his legs and can only drag him- 
self about with the greatest difficulty. He 
has the advantage, however, of being a com- 
paratively young man, having only com- 
pleted his forty-ffth year, and should he 
succeed in regaining his health, he still 
looks forward to many years of active 
service.— Lecree issued granting the applica- 
tion and continuing the Prince’s allowance, 
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13th February. 


THE BRIGADIER GENERAL AT ICHANG ASKS 
LEAVE TO RETIRE. 


Chang Chih-tung submits an application 
on behalf of Lo Chin-shén, the Brigadier- 
General at Ichang, for permission to go 
into mourning en account of the death of 
his mother. The district embraced in the 
General’s command is, the Viceroy states, 
one of great importance, as it involves the 
control of a Treaty port, and, being on the 
borders,of Szechuan and Hupeh, commands 
the entrance to the Upper Yangtze. It is 
therefore urged that a successor should: be 
nominated without delay. —Decree retaining 
the General in office already published, 


FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL VISIT TO 
THE EASTERN TOMBS. 


In response to demands for money to 
meet the expenses of the approaching Im- 
perial visit to the Eastern Tombs, the 
Emperor has ordered Li Hung-chang to 
forward before the 25th of March next 
sums of Tls. 12,000 and Tls. 15,000 to the 
two high officers at present in charge there. 


14th February. 
APPOINTMENTS AND RETIREMENTS. 


Chang Méng-yiian, the Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor of Fukien, has been permitted to 
retire from the public service on the 
ground of ill-health, and Liao Shou-féng, 
the Judicial Commissioner of Chékiang, 
has been appointed his successor in the 
vacant post. 


FUNDS FOR THE EMPEROR'S VISIT TO THE 
EASTERN TOMBS. 


The Board of War has represented that 
‘itis sorely pressed for funds to meet the 
expenses of providing the horses and 
vehicles required in connection with the 
Emperor’s approaching visit to the Eastern 
Tombs. A sum of Tls. 21,000 is due to 
the Board on this head by the district 
officers in Chihli for interest which they 
failed to remit for a succession of years, 
and Li Hung-chang has been commanded 
to furnish not only this but a further item 
of debt amounting to Tls. 4,800 before the 
5th of March next, and to see that no 
further arrears are allowed to accummulate. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF OFFICERS 
WHO WERE PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 


By a Decree which the Empress Dowager 


issued last year on the receipt of an hono- . 


rary title, permission was granted to the 
provincial authorities to bring to the notice 


of the Throne the merits of any efticer who 
had in their opinion wrongfully suffered 
degradation, the only exception to this 
rule being the case of those who had been 
cashiered for dishonesty, incompetency, or 
failure to come up to the prescribed stand- 
ard at the triennal scrutiny. This’ an- 
nouncement was, the Viceroy Li says, 
received with an outburst of delight by 
many officers whuse promotion had been 
stopped for some mistake in their career. 
One of these was Chou Lan-t‘ing, who had 
served in the army since the early years of 
Hsien Féng, and had gradually risen till 
he attained the rank of Commander-in- 
Chief. In 1863 he was employed under 
the memorialist in Kiangsu, where he 
gained a series of victories and succeed- 
ed in recapturing a number of towns 
from the rebels. A few years later he was 
placed at the disposal of Tso Tsung-t‘ang 
in Kansu, and for a time served there with 
great distinction. He was subsequently 
denounced by Tso Tsung-t‘ang for having 
withdrawn his troops owing to his con:mis- 
sariat having fallen short, and was removed 
from his command. After remaining at 
home on sick leave for some years, he came 
and joined the memorialist’s staff at Tientsin, 
where he has performed excellent work for 
the past few years. The Viceroy remarks 
that the offence for which he was cashiered 
is not one which should mar a man’s 
whole career, and he hopes that his case 
may receive favourable consideration. A 
second officer whose re-instatement the 
Viceroy supports is Chang Wén-lin, who 
was denounced some years ago by Chang 
Chih-tung as being a poor creature with no 
settled purpose, who was unfit for ad- 
ministrative work, Although the Viceroy 
reported that a coniplete transformation of 
character had come over this officer, the 
Emperor refused to accede to any applica- 
tion on his behalf. Chou Lau-t‘ing, on the 
other hand, is to come to Peking for presen- 
tation at Court. 


ADDITIONAL MACHINERY FOR THE ARSENAL 
AT TIENTSIN. 

The Viceroy Li states that the shells used 
for firing from most of the new guns in the 
Northern Fleet have to be procured from 
factories in Europe, but that there 1s a 
certain kind of a longer shape than the 
others which can be imitated very well at 
the Tientsin Arsenal. At present, however, 
the machinery in the Arsenal is insuflicient 
for the extra work which this would entail, 
and the Vicervy asks sanction for the pur- 
chase of 16 sets of rollers, the cost of which 
he estimates at Tls. 19,100. 


Fes. 15.) 
15th February. 
CELEBRATION OF EMPEROR’S TWENTIETH 
BIRTHDAY. 

This day’s Gazette contains a number of 
Decrees issued by the Emperor conferring 
honours or privileges on various noblemen 
and officers in commemoration of His 
Majesty's entering upon his twentieth year. 

Among the relatives of the Emperor so 
honoured appears the name of Prince Kung, 
who is granted the favour of attaching to 
his person fifteen gentlemen and fifty 
ordinary guards beyond the number allowed 
by law; Prince Ch‘ing’s son is given a button 
of the first class ; and several of the junior 
Princes of the Imperial family receive other 
marks of His Majesty’s approbation. 

Next come certain high provincial officials, 
civil and military, who have distinguished 
themselves in especial degree by their ardu- 
ous labours on behalf of the State. The first 
mentioned of these is Li Hung-chang, Go- 
vernor-General of Chihli, with whose name 
are coupled those of Tséng Kuo-ch‘ian, Go- 
vernor-General at Nanking, and Chang Yao, 
Governor of Shantung. The Board of Civil 
Office is ordered tu ascertain the names of 
these statesmen’s sons, and report them to 
the Emperor, who will confer favours upon 
them. Liu Ming-ch‘uan, Governor of For- 
mosa, is made an honorary President of the 
Board of War. Liu Chin-t‘ang, Governor 
of Turkestan, becomes a Senior Guardian 
of the Heir Apparent. Ting-an, Commander- 
in-chief Extraordinary in Manchuria, Feng 
Tzi-s‘ai, General-in-chief in Yunnan, and 
certain other Provincial Commanders are 
appointed Junior Guardians of the Heir 
Apparent, 

Another decree selects for rewards some 
of the high officials who are by their duties 
intimately connected with the Imperial 
Court, Grand Secretaries, Grand Chamber- 
lains or Members of the Council of State. 
Among these one finds the names of Chan 
Chih-wan, of two members of the Tsung-li 
Yamén, Hsti Keng-shen and Sun Yu-wen, 
of Poyennamohu (the son of Sankolinsin) 
and other Mongol Princes. For some of 


these the Board concerned will propose re-: 


wards; and the remainder are permitted to 
wear certain dresses, ‘‘ four dragon” coats, 
or cloaks of sable ‘skins with the neck 
pieces attached. 

A decree of the Empress Dowager be- 
stows a high encomium ou the merits and 
services of Prince Ch‘un (the Emperor’s 
father). His Highness is permitted to 
employ additional guards; and his son, 
Tsai-t‘ao, is nominated a Chen-kuo Chiang- 
chitin, (Imperial Noble of the Ninth De- 
gree, ) 
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Another Decree ordains that no high 
officials in the provinces, civil or military, 
shall ask permission to come to Peking for 
the purpose of paying their respects on the 
occasion. 


GRACE TO CRIMINALS. 


When the list is made out this year of 
criminals condemned to death after the 
autumn assizes, no names upon it will be 
marked off for execution. 


PROMOTION OF SHANGHAI TAOTAI. 
Kung Chao-ytian, Taotai at Shanghai, is 
promoted to be Chief Justice of the Pro- 
vince of Chékiang. 


TWO EXAMINATIONS TO BE HELD TOGETHER. 


The literary Chancellor of Anhui 
represents that the inhabitants of Ying- 
chow Fu and Feng-yang Fu im the north 
of the province are generally speaking far 
from wealthy, evenin ordinary times; and, 
in consequence of the floods which for two 
years past have visited the valley of the 
Huai, distress is widely spread among them. 
The scholars that compete in the literary 
examinations are for the most part poor 
men who divide their time between 
literary studies and husbandry. The 
cost of attending the local examinations 
is a great tax upon those of them who live 
at a distance from the prefectural cities, 
and some of the poorer ones are kept away 
altogether by the expense. At the request 
of the local authorities, the memorialist 
proposes as a measure of relief to hold the 
two examinations called the suz k‘ao and 
k‘o k‘ao together, instead of leaving the 
usual interval between them. The cost 
aud waste of time caused by journeying 
backwards and forwards will thereby be 
saved to the students. This will apply to 
the examinations held in Yingchou and 
Fengyang and to the branch examination 
at Shouchou.—Referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies, 


A YAMEN ENTERED BY THIEVES. 


According toa repurt presented by the 
Governor of Honan, the Magistrate’s ya- 
mén at Meng Hsien in that province was 
attacked by thieves in the month of Octo- 
ber last. They easily effected an entrance 
into the enclosure, as recent heavy rains 
had caused the outer wall to give way and it 
had not been completely repaired. They 
prised open the door of the main building 
aud were on the point of entering when the 
alarm was given by a watchman to the Ma- 
gistrate and his guard, who came out at once. 
Two of the guards each seized a man, but 
the thieves hred upon them and wounded 
them, so that they were forced to let go, 





The two guards were severely hurt and 
both afterwards died of their wounds, As 
none of the thieves have been arrested 
yet, it is requested that the magistrate may 
be deprived of his button, and a limit of a 
month be given to him within which he 
must discover and capture the offenders. — 
Approved, 


16th February. 
NEW TAOTAI FOR SHANGHAI. 


Nieh Chi-kuei is appointed to the post of 
Taotai at Shanghai. : 


AN OFFICER CHARGED WITH ABDUCTION. 


According to a report presented by the 
Magistrate of Tung-an to the Governor of 
Hunan, an officer named Hsi T‘ing-chien 
has been charged in the Mayistrate’s court 
with carrying off the betrothed wife of 
another person and marrying her as his 
concubine. The accused, though at pre- 
sent living at home, is an expectant 
Prefect with the brevet rank of Taotai. 
He has been summoned by‘the Magistrate 
to appear in court and answer to the 
charge, but relying on his official status 
he has refused to obey the command. The 


Governor remarks that, as a formal accusa-_ 


tion had been lodged, no matter whether 
it were true or false, the officer indicted 
ought to have presented himself for ex- 
amination. He therefore requests that the 
accused may be temporarily stripped of 
his rank and placed on his trial as an 
ordinary offender. The venue of the case 
will at the same time be transferred to the 
provincial capital. 


17th February. 
No documents of interest. 
18th February. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO PRINCE PO, 


The Emperor refers to a previous decree 
issued by him expressing his sympathy with 
Prince Poyennomahu who has suddenly 
lost his son. His Majesty has since be- 
thought him of the Prince's mother, a lady 
of more than seventy years of age, to whom 
this melancholy affair must have proved a 
severe shock. His Majesty therefore de- 
sires the Prince to take twenty days’ leave 
of absence, in order that he may be in 
constant attendance early and late upon 
the aged lady and endeavour to dissipate 
the sorrow which oppresses her. 


ROBBERY ON THE KOKONOR FRONTIER. 


In November two years agothe Magistrate 
of Sung-p‘an Ting in’ Szechuan reported 
a case of robbery to the Governor-General 
of the province. A certain tea-merchant 
had gone out into the Kokonor region, and 


‘ernor-General to 
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when he was returning across the grass 
country after his tea was sold, he was 
attacked at Tumulung by’ one Pang-chou, 
the nephew of the Je-tang-pa native chief- 
tain. Pang-chou’s gang consisted of a 
hundred and more lawless aborigines from 
the Szechuan and Kansu frontier. The 
merchant was robbed of all his goods and 
cattle, and tive of his party were slain. 
The pecuniary loss to him was more than 
twelve thousand taels, and none of the 
bodies of the men killed had yet been 
recovered. The Magistrate, who was 
thereupon instructed to arrest the guilty 
parties, afterwards reported that the prin- 
cipal offender, Pang-chou, had fled to 
the Labulang Monastery in Kansu, where 
he was lying in concealment. The Gov- 
ernor-General therefore wrote to the Kansu 
Government and the Imperial Commis- 
sioner at Si-ning, asking them to secure 
the arrest of the offender. In reply they 
informed him that they had sent an officer 
to meet the Szechuan authorities concerned 
at Erh-tao Huang-ho and act in conjunction 
with them. In the course of time the said 
officials sent in a report to the effect that 
the native chieftain acknowledged the guilt 


of his nephew, had paid a fine of four 


hundred head of horses and cows, and had 
given a bond that no more robberies should 
be committed. The Governor-General was 
very indignant at this settlement. The com- 
pensation exacted did not amount toa tenth 
of the value of the goods stolen, and no 
notice was taken of the destruction of human 
life. He therefore withdrew the Sung-p‘an 
Magistrate from his post, leaving the Kansu 
officer to be dealt with.by his own superiors, 
He begs the Emperor to instruct the Kansu 
high authorities that they must force the 
Labulang Monastery to surrender the 
criminal Pang-chou. Otherwise that es- 
tablishment will become a place of refuge 
for offenders, the native tribes will think 
that they can commit brigandage as they 
please, and the tea trade will be seriously 
affected. 

In reply the Emperor directs the Gov- 
write to the Kansu 
Government and the Sining Commissioner 
to secure the arrest of Pang-chou, who must 
be handed over to the Szechuan authorities. 


19th February. 
MISCELLANEOUS CHARITABLE GIFTS. 


This day’s Gazette is remarkable from the 
number of memorials which it contains 
reporting to the Emperor gifts made for 
charitable purposes. 

The greater part of these memorials are 
presented by the Governor of Shantung, 
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who records no less than ten donations, 
each uf one thousand taels in money or of 
clothes valued at the same sum. The donors 
ure persons of official rank in various parts 
of the Empire, and the object of their 
benevolence is the relief of the «clistress 
caused by the Yellow River fluods. They 
all represent themselves as acting in 
accordance with the wishes of one or 
both of their parents, in whose honour 
the Emperor consequently sanctions the 
erection of a memorial arch. 

One gentleman, a Prefect in Kuangsi, 
presents a sum of Tls. 3,000, also for the 
Shantung sufferers. This gift is represented 
as coming from himself; and he is rewarded 
by advancement to the third grade. 

The Viceroy. at Wuchang reports a 
donation of a thousand taels made by an 
official in retirement towards the cost of 
the repair of the Yangtze embankment at 
Hanyang. The contribution being made 
at the wish of the officer’s parents, he will 
be allowed to erect a memorial arch in their 
honour. 


TEMPLE TO SOLDIERS OF THE TAIPING WARS. 


General Sung Té-hung, who is stationed 
at Hanyang in Hupeh, has represented to 
the Viceroy Li Hung-chang that in the 
year 1861 he was placed in command of a 
newly raised regiment which saw extremely 
hard service against the Taipings in the 
Shanghai campaigns, and afterwards against 
the Nien Fei rebels in the northern pro- 
vinces. His men took part in several 
hundred fights and in the capture of 
numerous cities. Their most distinguished 
exploit was during the assault on Chang- 
chowfu, when they built a bridge under a 
heavy fire from the city walls, The workers 
were struck down in crowds, but, as fast as 
they fell, others gallantly stepped forwards 
to take their places. The bridge was built, 
and the city stormed. Their next greatest 
feat was in Chihli in 1868, when they car- 
ried on a desperate combat through the day 
and night, the men continuing to fight and 
pressing the foe though covered with 
wounds. No rewards were ever asked for the 
services'of theregiment, because the muster 
rolls were lostin camp. Many more of the 
officers and men have since died of disease 
or from their old wounds without the 
receipt of any recognition. The General 
now proposes to build a temple to their 
memory outside the gates of Hanyang, and 
begs that the customary services may be 
performed there by the local authorities. 
The Viceroy Li bears witness to the valorous 
deeds of the regiment in question. They 
were performed, he says, under his own 
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eyes. He quotes precedents showing that 
the favour now requested has been granted 
in the case uf other troops engaged in the. 
gale campaigns: and .ie prays that the 
General’s request may similarly be granted. 
—A pproved. 

GIFTS TO AMOUNT OF TEN THOUSAND TAELS. 


As appears from a report presented by 
the Governor of Honan, the Chief Justice of 
that province, Chia Chih-en, has recently 
presented Tls. 5,000 fur the relief of dis- 
tress in Shantung, and has now just given 
a similar sum for the benefit of the sufferers 
in Kiangsu and Chékiang. He has dis- 
played this generosity in the hopes that 
others may follow his example, and he 
does not desire that any reward should be 
asked for him. The Governor thinks how- 
ever that such beneficence ought to be 
made known to His Majesty, who perhaps 
may desire to take favourable notice of it. 
—Referred to Board of Revenue. 


° 
20th February. 
HUAIAN CUSTOMS, DEFICIENT RECEIPTS, 


The Huaian Superintendent of Customs 
was instructed at the beginning of last year 
to supply the Imperial Household with the 
sum of Tls. 30,000 from the revenue 
collected by his office ; one half of the 
amount was to be sent in the summer and 
the other in the winter. The receipts of 
the Cuetom house were very small last year, 
says the Superintendent, owing to the bad 
harvests. The spring crops were injured 
by drought, and the autumn ones ruined 
by rain. He has with difficulty collected 
enough money for the first instalment, and 
has duly forwarded the same. As he is 
really unable as yet to pay the second one, 
he begs that he may be allowed further 
time.— Approved. 


MEDICINE FOR THE PALACE. 


The Governor of Chékiang has been 
ordered to procure for the Emperor’s use 
a supply of the wild root called. Su (a 
species of atractylode), which grows in 
the districts of Yiich‘ien. The Governor 
reports that the plant has become very 
difficult to find, but the agent entrusted 


‘with the duty has succeeded in securing 


four pounds’ weight of roots, which are now 
being forwarded to Peking. 


21st February. 


PROPOSED ALTERATION IN SUPERINTENDENCE 
OF YELLOW RIVER. 


Formerly, says the Governor of Shan- 
tung, the Yellow River embankments 
for a distance of nine hundred ii from 
its mouth were under the charge of an 
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officer called the Southern Director Gene- 
ral, and for five hundred i higher up 
stream they ‘were superintended by the 
Eastern Director General. When the river 
made the great change in its course, all the 
portion of the river under the former’s 
charge, and more than 200 li of the latter’s, 
became dry land. In consequence of this, 
in 1869 the Southern Director’s post was 
abolished, while his colleague remained 
with his curtailed district. The Governor 
of Shantung is severely taxed by his duties 
in connection with the river: last year he 
spent two hundred days on its banks. He 
bevs that the Eastern Director General 
may be directed to take charge of the 
river as far as the mouth of the Grand 
Canal. This will only give the officer the 
same length of embankments as were ori- 
ginally under his charge, and the Governor 
will have 700 ‘2 to take care of between 
that point and the sea.—Referred to the 
Board of Works. , 


22nd February. 


POSTPONEMENT OF TRIENNIAL SCRUTINY OF 
OFFICIALS IN TURKESTAN., 


The acting Governor of Chinese Turk- 
estan states that considerable difficulty 
‘ would be experienced in conducting the 
triennial scrutiny of the official establish- 
ment in Turkestan which ought to take 
place this year, and suggests that as very 
few officers have served long enough in the 
province to warrant an expression of opi- 
nion on their services, the inspection should 
be postponed for another period of three 
yerrs, more especially as the .Governor, 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, is still absent on leave. 
Care will be taken in the meantime to 
exercise due surveillance over the official 
establishment, and any shortcomings will 
be brought specially to the notice of the 
Throne.—A pproved. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF AN OFFICER 
WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 

By a Decree published last year the high 

authorities in the provinces were authorised 

to submit recommendations in favour of 


any officer whom they cunsidered to have | 


been wrongfully degraded, the only 
exceptions being the cases of those who 
had been cashiered for the receipt of bribes, 
proved incompetency, or rejection at the 
triennial scrutiny. Taking advantage of 
this opportunity, the Lieutenant Governor 
of Jeho recites the case of a Magistrate 
named T‘ang Hua-kun who appears to 
have been degraded through the misrepre- 
sentations of a Mongol Prince, who charged 
him with having been too lenient in his 
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treatment of robbers. The memorialist 
has gone through all the papers con- 
nected with the charge, and carnot find 
that they support the conclusion arrived 
at by the Buard. The degraded officer 
has been employed recently under the 
Jeho Government, and from personal ac- 
quaintance with him, memorialist is pre- 
pared to vouch that he has very few equals 
in the lower ranks of the public service. 
He considers that it would be a great pity 
if a man of such talent and experience 
were allowed to run to waste, and he con- 
fidently asks that he may be re-instated in 
his original position.—Referred to the con- 
sideration of the Board, 


DISPUTE BETWEEN OFFICIALS. 


The same memorialist reports an un- 
seemly dispute which recently took place 
in the public office of the Taotai at Jeho. 
He has not yet received the details, but 
according to rumours which have reached 
him, it appears that at a meeting which 
they had in the presence of the Taotai, 
the Prefect of Ch‘éng-té Fu and an acting 
magistrate, who had been removed from 
office, had a most unseemly squabble which 
was witnessed with astonishment by quite 
a number of people. The Lieutenant- 
Governor dwells upon the impropriety of 
such proceedings, and considers that both 
parties are to blame; the Prefect for not 
setting an example to his subordinate, and 
the subordinate for failing to show due 
deference to his superior. He proposes 
that the Prefect should be temporarily 
relieved of his duties pending a full inquiry 
into the circumstances, and adds that he 
has placed the magistrate under police 
surveillance. 

The Emperor, in acknowledging this 
memorial, orders the Lieutenant-Governor 
to ascertain by further inquiry the real 
cause of the dispute, and disapproves of 
the proposed removal from office of the 
Prefect. 


23rd February. 


CIIANGES AMONGST OFFICIALS IN YUNNAN, 


Some months ago the Lieutenant- 
Governor of Yiinnan, Tséng Chi-féng, was 
allowed to vacate his post to enable him to 
minister to his mether, who has since died. 
His successor, Shih Nien-tsu, will not be 
able to reach the province for some time 
and the duties of the oftice are iu the 
meantime to be performed by the Salt 
Intendant, T'ang P‘in-chén, who has re- 
cently been acting as Chief Justice and has 
had loug experience of Yiinnan. - The 
Grain Intendant, Sung-lin, is to carry on 
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the duties of Judicial Commissioner pend- 
ing the arrival of Ts‘én Yii-pao, who was 
recently promoted to the pust. 


HONOURS TO THE ANCESTORS OF THE TAOTAI 
OF SHANGHAT. 


The Governor of Anhui reports that 
Kung Chao-yiian, the Shanghai Taotai, 
contributed Tls. 3,000 to the relief of the 
distress which recently prevailed in his 
native province. The donation was, it 
appears, prompted by the dying wishes of 
his great grandfather and his great grand- 
mothers, the Jatter four in number, and 
the injunctions of his grandfather and his 
graudmothers, of whom he had two. The 
amount of the contribution is sufficient to 
authorise the erection of memorial arches 
to the above mentioned ancestors of the 
Taotat at his home in the Hofei district. —_ 
Granted by Rescript. 


MEMORIAL ARCH FOR FAMINE SUBSCRIPTION. 


The Lieutenant-Governor of Shantung, 
when Judicial Commissioner at Canton, 
forwarded a contribution of Tls. 1,000 to- 
wards the velief of the distress in Honan, 
and intimated that in so doing he was only 
fulfilling the dying injunctions of his grand- 
parents, who had earnestly impressed upon 
their descendants the necessity of using 
every effort to alleviate human suffering. 
At the suggestion of the Governor of 
Honan, memorial arches are to be erected 


to their memory at their native place in 
Hupeh. 


24th February. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
CHIHLI. 


Some time ago the Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture telegraphed to the 
Governor of Kueichow, and asked him to 
raise subscriptions for the relief of the 
distress caused by floods in the Kuan and 
Wanping districts in the neighbourhood of 
Peking. P*‘anwei responded to this call 
by subscribing Tls. 5,000 himself, and 
Tis. 5,000 mvre were added by contri- 
butions amounting to Tls. 500 each from 
the principal members cf the Kueichow 
Government. The total amount was sub- 
sequently increased to Tis. 12,000 which 
was remitted by telegraphic advice to 
Peking. Authority was procured for the 
bestowal of appropriate rewards upon the 
donors, a list of whose names, coupled 
with a record of their official career, is 
now furnished by the Governor of the 
province. 


—— —- — 
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25th February. 


PROPOSED RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF 
AN OFFICER IN THE CHINA MERCHANTS’ 
COMPANY, 


Ku Shou-ch‘iao, an officer holding the 
rank of Sub-Prefect, who was formerly 
employed asa clerk in the China Merchants’ 
Cumpany at Shanghai and had been de- 
graded for peculation, recently contributed 
Tis. 10,000 worth of wadded garments 
for the use of the famine-stricken people 
in Anhui and Kiangsu. The Viceroy at 
Nanking proposed that as a reward for 
his liberality he should be restored to 
his original rank, but the Board objected 
on account of the nature of the offence 
for which he had been cashiered. In 
reply, the Vicervy states that an investi- 
gation of the case had been held at the 
instance of the Northern Superintendent 
of Trade by the Shanghai Taotai, whe had 
exonerated the accused of the charge of 
extortion. Since then he has shown great 
activity in works of charity connected with 
famine relief in Manchuria, Anhui and 
other provinces, and the memorialist con- 
siders that his services in this direction 
astublish a strong claim in favour of his 
reinstatement.—Granted by rescript. 


REPAIRS TO THE GRAND CANAL. 


The only other document of any interest 
in this number of the Gazette is a memorial 
from the Viceroy at Nanking in which he 
recommends for various forms of rewards 
a number of officers whose exertions ensured 
the safety of the Grand Canal] in the 
neighbourhood of Yangchow when it was 
seriously endangered by the freshets of 
last year. Amongst others for whom 
honours are solicited are the Salt Com- 
missioner of the Two Huai area, the Taotai 
of the Huaiyang Circuit and an acting 
Taotai named Kuo-chieh, 


26th February. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF A FORMER 
GOVERNOR OF A PROVINCE, 


Jén Tao-jung, an expectant Taotai, who 
has been living for some years in mourning 
for his mother at his native place in 
Kiangsu, has applied to Tséng Kuo-ch ‘tian 
for a letter of introduction to the Board 
to enable him to find re-employment in 
official life. ‘This officer has had a very che- 
quered career, having risen rapidly to the 
post of provincial Governor whence he sank 
almost as quickly into the obscurity of an 
expectant Taotai. The Viceroy cordially 
recommends him to the favourable notice 
of the Throne as an official whose adminis- 
trative ability gained him the high esteem 
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Hung-chang. As Governor of Shantung 
and Chékiang he devoted himself to the 
interests of the people and showed capacity 
and character, which prove his fitness to 
sustain the duties of an exalted position. 

Rescript: Let Jén Tao-jrng be introduced 
at Court by the Board of Civil Office. 


FAMINE DONATIONS. 


The Governor of Shautung applies, on 
behalf of three subscribers to the relief uf 
distress in the province, fur permission to 
erect memorial arches in honour of their 
respective mothers to whose parental advice 
their charitable action is ascribed. Each 
of the donations comprised a thousand taels’ 
worth of wadded garmeuts aud is sufficient 
to establish a claim to the distinction for 
which application is now made.—Giranted 
by Rescript. 


FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL JOURNEY TO THE 
EASTERN TOMBS, 


Almost every Gazette for the last week 
or more has contained a demand for funds 
on the part of some Department charged 
with the arrangements connected with the 
Emperor’s approaching visit to the Eastern 
Tombs, and each application is referred to 
Li Hung-chang, who receives instructions 
to supply the amount required out of, the 
unlimited arrears which the province of 
Chihli appears to owe to the Metropolitan 
Government. To-day the viceroy is order- 
ed to furnish the Imperial Equipage De- 
partment with Tls. 20,000 befure the 4th 
of Apri], the date fixed for the Imperial 
journey. 


27th February. 


DEATH OF THE PRESIDENT OF THE BOARD 
: OF CEREMONIES. 


A Decree published to-day notices the 
death of K‘uei-jun, President of the Board 
of Ceremonies, whose extensive learning 
and devotiun to duty made him a valuable 
servant of the state. Oblatious are to be 
offered to hismemory by a Prince attended 
by an escort of ten members of the Imperial 
body guard, and a funeral pall inscribed 
with the é‘olo ritual is to cover his remains. 
Tls. 500 have been issued from the Privy 
Purse towards defraying the cost of his 
funeral, and all the mistakes of his ofiicial 
career are condoned. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Hsii Chén-i, the Financial Commissioner 
at Nanking has been appointed Director- 
General of the Yellow River in succession 
to Wu Ta-ch‘éng. 


of his brother Tséng Kuo-fan and of Li 


24. 


a  e. 


(Fes, 26—28. 


—-—_—_. 





FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL VISIT TO THE 
EASTERN TOMBS. 


Fu-k‘un and his colleagues present an 
urgent demand for funds to enable them to 
make ‘the necessary preparations for the 
Emperor's visit to the HKastern Tombs. 
One of the chief sources of revenue from 
which expenditure of this kind is defrayed 
is an annual contribution of Tls. 21,600 
from the Two Huai Salt Department. 
Since 1850, however, these contributions 
have been paid very irregularly, and at 
the present moment the arrears have ac- 
cumulated to the amount of Ts. 590,000. 
There is no immediate prospect of being 
able to recover payment of such a large 
sum, but it is asked that the Salt Com- 
missioner should be directed to supply at 
once a portion of it, say, at least Tls. 40,000 
to meet the pressing requirements of the 
moment. Should he be unable to furnish 
this amount from the funds at his own 
disposal, he can be authorised to borrow it 
from the Provincial Treasury.—Decree 
already published. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO WU TA-CH'‘ENG, 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE YELLOW 
RIVER. 


Wu Ta-ch‘éng applies for a month’s leave 
of absence to enable him to visit his aged 
mother at Soochow. Telegrams which he 
has recently been receiving respecting her 
health report her condition to be somewhat 
serious, and as she is 77 years of age and 
was never of a strong constitution, he feels 
most anxious on her account. Nothing of 
pressing importance is likely to occur im 
connection with the River for the next 
month or two, and he promises to resume 
work immediately his leave has expired. 

(The appointment of a new Director 
General would appear to indicate that Wu 
Ta-ch‘éng has since gone into mourning for 
his mother’s death. ) 


28th February. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


K‘un Kang, the President of the Board 
of Works, is transferred to the Board of 


_ Ceremonies and is succeeded in his former 


post by Hsi Ching, the President of the 
Censorate. 

Jui Chang is gazetted Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor at Nanking and Fu-yii succeeds him as 
Judicial Commissioner of Kiangsi. Hait 
Kéng-shén, President of the Board of War 
and a member of the Tsungli Yamén, has 
been appointed Assistant Supervisor of the 
office charged with the revision of the Im- 
perial Institutes. 


Ilivp. 283—Mar. 1.) 
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OPERATIONS AGAINST ROBBERS IN 
MANCHOURIA,. 


A report has been received from the 
military Governor of MHeilungchiang in 
which he asserts that he and his lieutenants 
have succeeded in destroying over twenty 
strongholds of rubber chiefs and in cap- 
turing about 110 members of their con- 
federacy. Rewards are, bestowed upon 
some of the officers whose exertions spe- 
cially contributed to the success of the raid, 
and the Governor is ordered to spare no 
effort in stamping cut the brigandage which 
still exists in the neighbourhood of Hulan 
and Payensusu. 


REMITTANCES FROM CANTON. 


The following are the remittances which 
the Canton authurities were required to for- 
ward to ‘he Central Government during the 
past year :—Tls, 160,000 from the Foreign 
Customs Revenue for the Peking subsidy. 
Tis. 120,000 from the six-tenths of the 
same revenue for frontier defeuce purposes 
onthe North Bast. Tis. 120,000 fromthe four- 
tenths of the Custums receipts fur general 
frontier expenditure and T'ls. 200,000 from 
the six-tenths thereof forthe same purpose, 
part of which was to be retained for payment 
of the foreign luan: Tis. 6,000 per quarter 
for auginenting the salaries of Peking 
officials, and sums of Tls 30,000 each to 
the Imperial Household Departmeit and 
the Privy Purse. The Viceroy now reports 
the transmission by drafts of various suins 
which constitute the fourth instalment in 
payment of the foregoing liabilities, 


Ist March, 1890. 
REPAIRS TO EASTERN MAUSOLEA. 

The High Commissioner Ting An having 
reported that the Mausvleum of the Consort 
of the Manchu Sovereign T‘ai Tsung is in 
want of repair, the Imperial Board of 
Aatronomy is directed to select an auspici- 
ous day during the present month for com- 
mencing the work, which is to be executed 
under the joint supervision of the Tartar 
General at Moukden and one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Buard of Works. 

BRIGANDAGE IN KUANGSI. 

The Governor of Kuangsi applies for 
rewards to officers and others who dis- 
tinguished themselves in the operations 
against banditti in the Ishan district. In 
the early part of last year, the Governor’s 
predecessor reported that a member of one 
of the local clans had got together a number 
of followers and was defying all attempts 
to arrest him. Military measures were 
accordingly taken, which in a short time 
resulted in the capture and execution 


of the ringleader and other members of the 
gang. His Majesty having commanded 
that the names of all who had distinguished 
themselves during the operations should be 
reported to the Throne, memorialist 
accordingly begs to submit a carefully re- 
vised list showing the services rendered by 
each officer, and trusts that in considera- 
tion of the complete success attained, these 
services may be recognised by the bestowal 
of appropriate rewards. Rescript.—Let 
the Board concerned consider and report 
hereon. | 
FIRES IN KUANGSI. 


In a postscript memorial the Governor 
of Kuangsi reports that owing to the 
dryness of the climate in his province fires 
are of constant occurrence during the 
autumn and winter months. Thus during 
the 9th moon cunflagrations occurred on 
threes several occasions in the provincial 
apital, causing the destruction of 140 
houses. To alleviate the consequent distress 
charitable donations are being issued 
to the sufferers in proportion to their 
poverty. 

The acting magistrate of the Huaiyiian 
district also reports that on the 24th of 
the 9th moun a conflagration broke out in 
the villaze of Kanch‘ung, distant 280 li from 
the provincial capital. Owing tothe strong 
northerly wind blowing it was found im- 
possible to arrest the flames, which in four 
hours reduced the whole village to ashes. 
Over 600 buildings were destroyed and a 
young girl perished in the flames. The 
whole of the stocks of harvest grain were 
burnt and the inhabitants being thus de- 
prived at one strvke of both food and 
shelter, the magistrate applied for pecu- 
niary assistance on their behalf. Memo- 
rialist has accordingly given directiuns for 
the issue of relief on a liberal scale. The 
local officials concerned being by law sub- 
ject toa ponalty, their names will in due 
course be submitted fur the consideration 
of the Board. 

In reply the Emperor directs that the 
cases of the sufferers by the calamity be 
enquired into and the necessary relief 
afforded, so that none shall remain home- 
less. 


DEATH OF INTERPRETER OF CHINESE 
CONSULATE AT YOKOHAMA, 


The Minister to Japan, Li Shu-ch‘ang, 
reports the death of Liang Tien-hsiin, one 
of the interpreters attached to the Chinese 
Consulate at Yokohama, 

The deceased officer was first appointed 
to Japan in the year 1878, and served 
almost continuously in that country for 


— 


nearly nine years. InSeptember 1886, on the 
occurrence of the disturbances at Nagasaki 
between the Japanese and the crews of the 
Chinese men-of-war then in port, he was 
one of the officials attached to the commis- 
sion of enquiry. In the following year he 
was transferred as interpreter to the Chinese 
Consulate at Yokohama, for which post 
he was well qualified by his thorough 
knowledge of the Japanese language. In 
consequence of failing health -he applied 
last summer for leave of absence to enable 
him to proceed to Shanghai and obtain 
medical advice, but having suffered con- 
siderably from the effects of the voyage he died 
shortly after his arrival there. Memorialist 
observes that, in the case of ofticers sent 
abroad dying at their post tokens of the 
Imperial sympathy and regard have been 
invariably bestowed upon them. The pre- 
sent case being precisely similar memorialist 
hopes a similar course may be folluwed on 
this occasion and the highest possible reward 
bestowed upon the deceased officer in 
recognition of his meritorious services. — 
Granted. 


ELEPHANTS IN KUANGSI. 


Two or three years ago the then Governor 
of Kuangsi reported the capture of an 
elephant in the district of Sungpo in Tong- 
king, and was commanded by telegram to 
send the aniinal on to Peking. Being 
however too old to stand the journey, it 
was kept in captivity in T‘aiping Fu, a sum 
of Tls. 40 per month being allowed for its 
keep. When it died a short time ago, 
orders were received that the tusks, hide, 
bones, etc., should be sent to the provincial 
capital for transmission to Peking. The 
tusks, which together weigh 65 catties and 
are 5 feet long and 94 inches in circum- 
ference, being of good quality and suitable 
for the manufacture of articles for the use 
of His Majesty have accordingly been care- 
fully packed up, and will be sent on to 
Peking, but the hide is so worm-eaten as 
to be useless, and therefore not worth 


sending, 
2nd March. 


IMPROPER RECOMMENDATIONS IN FAVOUR OF 
A NUMBER OF OFFICERS, BY CH‘ANG 
SHUN, GOVERNOR OF KIRIN. 


A Decree. In obedience to vur gracious 
Manifesto of last year the various High 
Metropolitan and Provincial authorities 
have submitted to Us lists of officers who, 
in their opinion, have been unjustly de- 
graded, and deserve to be re-eimployed. 
We have given Ourcareful consideration, 
to the circumstances of each case and where 
there appeared to be reason to overlook an 
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offence, the delinquent has been reinstated 
whilst in graver cases the application has 
been refused, Our action herein being 
dictated by a feeling of consideration fur 
individual talent on the one hand, and on 
the other by a due regard fur the public 
service. With this Our feeling it should 
have been the duty of the various High 
authorities to identify themselves by 
ascertaining the real truth in each case 
and carefully abstaining from any false 
representations. The Tartar-General Ch ‘ang 
Shun, has however submitted to Us the 
names of no less than 22 individuals, in all 
of whose cases there can be no question as 
to the justice of the charges brought against 
them. He has even gone so far as to 
recommend that certain officers, who have 
been guilty of gross neglect and dereliction 
of duty should be reinstated, basing his 
recommendation on their own versions of 
their cases and on the reports that have 
been furnished to him. ‘This is bad enough, 
but in the cases of Ch'ing Lu, Chang 
Shun, and Feng Shan, these ofticers, though 
deprived of rank, have never been removed 
from their posts ; how then are they to be 
reinstated ? Chtang Shun has evidently al- 
together failed to apprehend the purport of 
Our gracious proclamation, and has herein 
been guilty of gross carelessness. Further 
with regard to the cases of Ch‘un Shou, 
Deputy Lieutenant General of Tsitsihar, 
and Chtun Fu, a Major in the Army, the 
former was denounced and cashiered for 
having represented as a success the de- 
feat he suffered at the hands of the Nien 
Fei. The latter is ignorant of his pro- 
fession, and was removed from office in the 
first year of Oar reign. What would be 
the result if the example set by Ch‘ang 
Shun were to be followed by other Pro- 
vineial Authorities? His application is 
refused. And the present decree is ordered 
to be communicated to him witha severe 
reprimand. 


PROMOTION OF MEMBER OF CHINESE 
LEGATION IN LONDON. 

Liu Jui-féng, the Minister to England, 
requests that some mark of distinction 
may be conferred on Li Ching-fang, one of 
the attachés of tbe Chinese Legation in 
London, whose term of service has now 
expired. According to the regulations 
drawn up by the Tsung-li Yamén, officers 
stationed abroad have to serve for a period 
of three years, after which they become 
eligible for promotion ; the Board of Civil 
Office having further laid down the rule 
that such promotion shall be granted as 
for special services. 


Mar. 2—3.] 


The officer tn question was appointed in 
December 1885, and sappareutly arrived at 
his post in October 1887. In March 1889, 
having been sent to Formosa he took the 
opportunity to apply for leave of absence 
for the purpose of attending the Metro- 
politan examination, drawing no salary dur- 
ing the time he was thus absent from duty, 
and his term of three years’ service abruad 
expired on the 5th December1889, Heisa 
man of wide attainments and well versed 
in western science, besides which the able 
and efficient services rendered by him 
throughout his term of office fully entitle 
him to some reward. Memorialist there- 
fore proposes that he be promoted tn the 
grade of expectant Taotai with a button of 
the 2nd rank.—Granted, 


APPLICATION FOR FUNDS FOR THE EMPEROR'S 
VISIT TO THE EASTERN MAUSOLEA. 

On the 23rd Dec. last the Muperor having 
announced his intention of accompanying 
Her Majesty the Empress Dowager on a 
visit tou the Hastern Mausolea on the 4th 
April next, Pfu Ling and Lin Chia, the 
officers in charge of the Eastern Mausolea, 
and Ying Lien, the Brigadier-General of 
the Malan Division, now request, in accord- 
ance with precedent, that they may be 
supplied with funds to enable them to make 
due preparations for their Majesties’ visit. 

The Memorialists represent that on a 
similar occasion in 1886, there being no 
available funds in the treasury in their 
charge, Tis. 10,000 were advanced by 
the ‘Treasury of the province of Chihlhi, 
and charged in the accounts of the lat- 
ter. Even in ordinary years they are 
quite unable to meet all the demands made 
upon them, and sume time ago they found 
it necessary to apply for a reduction in 
expenditure, and for permission to post- 
pone for the moment various repairs of an 
important nature. Even now a large par- 
tion of the expenditure incurred on the 
occasion of the former visit to the Eastern 
Mausolea is still outstanding, so that tho 
suin of Tls. 10,000 then advanced will not 
now be sufficient. Having no other funds 
in hand on which they might draw, menio- 
rialists have come to the conclusion that 
their only course is to apply to His Majes- 
ty for sanction to draw on the treasurer of 
Chihli for Tls. 15,000.— Decree already pub- 
lished. 

FUNDS WANTED FOR THE EMPEROR'S VISIT 
TO THE EASTERN MAUSOLEA. 

Ying Lien, the Brigadier-Gerneral of the 
Malan Division, having received instructions 
from the Viceroy of Chihli to prepare for 
the Emperor’s visit to the Eastern Mausolea 
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on the 4th April next, applies for the issue 
of the necessary funds. He observes that 
the repairs to the Imperial resting places 
en route have always been executed under 
the supervision of the Department of 
the Imperial Household at the Eastern 
Mausovlea, whilst the roads, bridges and 
so forth have been put in order by the 
troups of his own command. On a previous 
occasion the sum of Tls. 12,000 appropriat- 
ed from the Treasury of Chihli for this pur- 
pose was divided equally between the 
Department of the Imperial Household and 
the troops, and as the provision of the 
necessary funds for the present visit is a 
matter of considerable embarrassment, 
memorialist requests that a similar sum 
may be again furnished by the Viceroy 
of the province. Accounts for the 
repairs en route, and gratuities to the 
trvops, etc., will be rendered to the Finan- 
cial Commissioner on His Majesty’s return, 
whilst the expenditure incurred by the 
Imperial Household Department will be 
accounted for at the end of the year.— 
Decree already published. 


3rd March, 1890. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO PRINCE YI. 
Prince Yi is granted a month’s leave of 
absence on account of ill-health. 

FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER OF FUKIEN 
APPLIES TO RETIRE FROM THE SERVICE. 
The Viceroy of Clihli submits an applica- 

tion on behalf of Chang Meng-yiian, Financial 
Commissioner of Fukien, for permission to 
retire from the public service on account of 
ill-health. He was taken ill some time ago at | 
Tieutsin whilst on his way to Peking, and 
was granted two months’ leave of absence. 
In spite of the treatment he has undergone, 
he finds himself getting worse instead of 
better, and his constitution is so impaired 
that he fears there is no prospect of his 
speedy recovery. His post 1s too important 
tu be left vacant for any length of time, 
and as his period of leave will shortly 
expire he begs that he may be allowed to 
retire. The Viceroy adds that Chang 
Meng-yiian is an officer of integrity and 
ability, who throughout his career has 
given eminent proof of a high administra- 
tive capacity.—Decree already published. 
APPLICATION FOR POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 
A charitable individual named Li Hsii- 
ch‘u, a native of the Ch‘angshu district in 
Kiangsu, distressed at the grievous poverty 
of many of his fellow-clansmen, resolved to 
make over to them for their common bene- 
fit certain land and house property of which 
he was the owner. Before his purpose 
could be carried into effect, however, he 
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was taken ill and on his death bed enjoined 
upon his son Li P‘ei-heng the execution of 
his benevolent intentions. The latter, in 
obedience to his father’s dying behest, has 
accordingly made over as a public gift cer- 
tain land and house property valued at over 
Tls. 10,000, the annual proceeds of which 
are to be devoted to the charitable relief of 
the orphans, widows, and poor of his clan. 
He has now preferred a request that sume 
posthumous reward may be bestowed upon 
his deceased father. TheGovernor of Kiang- 
su, to whose knowledge the above facta 
were brought by the Prefect of Soochow, 
observes that the rule is that any person sub- 
scribing for the benefit of his fellow clansmen 
landed property of the value of not less 
thaa Tls. 1,000, is entitlea to have his case 
brought to the notice of His Majesty with 
an application for the erection of a memo- 
rial in his honour, The benevolent genero- 
sity towards his kinsmen shewn by Li Hsii- 
ch‘u should certainly not be allowed to pass 
unnoticed, and memorialist therefore sug- 
gests that His Majesty confer upon the 
deceased some token of the Lu:perial com- 
mendatiun.—Referred to the Board of 
Ceremonies. 


4th March. 
APPOINTIMENTS. 


Ching An is gazetted Junior Vice-Pre- 
sident of the Board of Punishments, and 
Feng Lieh, Junior Vice-President of the 
Board of Works with control over the 
Coinage Department. 

Chia Chih-en, Judicial Commissioner of 
Honan, reports that he has assumed charge 
as Acting Provincial Treasurer during the 
absence of Liu Jui-chi, who proceeds tuo 
Peking for audience, T‘sav Ping-che taking 
his place temporarily as Judicial Cum- 
missioner. 

APPLICATIONS FOR REWARDS TO OFFICEKS 
AND OTHERS ENGAGED IN. RELIEF 
OPERATIONS IN HONAN SINCE THE 
YELLOW RIVER DISASTER, 


The rest of this day’s Gazette is mainly 
taken up by memorials from Ni Wén-wei, 
the Governor of Honan, recommending 
for rewards a large number of officers and 
private individuals who have been engaged 
in the work of charitable relief in Honan 
since the occurrence of the Yelluw River 
disasterat Chengchou, and giving particulars 
of the special services rendered by them. 

In addition to various large sums remit- 
ted at different times by His Majesty, 
and contributions of 50,000 piculs of tribute 
rice from Shantung, and Tis. 266,000 frum 
the Grain Transport Department in Kiang- 
su, subscriptions have Aowed in frum all 


quarters, so that there has been no lack 
of funds, and in some instances it has been 
found pussible to grant further supple- 
mentary relief to the sufferers. During 
the last two years a sum total of over 
Tis. 757,400 has been remitted from the 
different provinces, Peking not included, 
the largest items being Chékiang Ts. 130,000 
and Szechuan Tls. 90.000. Kuangtung 
and Kiangsu have contributed some Ts. 
63,000 and Tls. 30,000 respectively, besides 
sums remitted for distribution by the 
gentry of Kiangsu and Chékiang. The 
province of Chihli figures for Tls. 44,000 
whilst Fukien, Honan, Shansi, Kansu, 
Yiinuan and the Grain Transport Depart- 
ment, have forwarded over T]s. 20,000 each. 
Over Tls. 10,000 each have been received 
from Kiangsi, Shantung, and the New 
Dominion; Kuangsi, Shensi, Anhui, Taiwan, 
Moukden and Kirin sending amounts 
varying from Ts. 9,000 to Tls. 3,000. Lu 
Fu-lin, who formerly held oftice in Honan, 
has subscri:-ed ‘SIs. 13,000 and the Censor 
Shen-yuan-shen a sum of Tls. 20,000, whilst 
Tls. 300,000 more have been apprupriated 
from Shensi and Kansu. One and all, re- 
gardless of any distinctions of provinces, 
have been animated solely by the sincerest 
motives, and by a spirit of loyalty and 
patrivtism, without thought of ulterior 
reward, But considering the distances 
from which relief has been brought, and 
the enormous number of lives that have 
been saved thereby, it is only might, 
now that the work of charitable relhef 
has’ been b-vught to an end, that appli- 
cation should be made to His Majesty 
for rewards to all those to whose efforts 
the above result is due. Memorialist ac- 
cordingly suggests, in the first place, that 
rewards ou the highest pussible scale be con- 
ferred on all Tartar Generals, Vicercys, and 
Governors of the several provinces. He 
further recommends to the notice of the 
Einperor, the action of Wang En-p’ei, 
Magistrate of Chining in Shantung, and 
his brother Wang Sung, Magistrate of the 
Jaoping district in Kuangtung, who at 
their own expense purchased and conveyed 
to the scene of operations, supplies of 
medical remedies for distribution to the 
labourers and distressed inhabitants, in 
the Chengchou region. They have modestly 
disclaimed any intention of having thetr 
good deeds bruited abruad, and certainly 
look for no recompense, but memorialist 
nevertheless ventures to submit their names 
for favourable notice, and suggests that in 
the absence of any other reward His 
Majesty should be pleased to signify his 
approbation of their conduct. 
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APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO OFFICERS AND 
OTHERS ENGAGED IN RELIEF OPERATIONS 
IN HONAN SINCE THE YELLOW RIVER 
DISASTER. 

Memiorialist also submits lists of officials, 
etvil and military, 155 in number, and of 
98 private individuals, who have been ac- 
tively engaged in the work of relief, super- 
intending the establishment of relief offices 
and distribution of funds in the flooded 
districts, taking lists of the sufferers, see- 
ing to the transport of supplies of food and 
clothing, &., &. Between October, 1887, 
and May, 1889, more than 1,890,000 in- 
dividuals were thus relieved, great personal 
discomfort, danger and risk of life being 
incurred by a'l those concerned in the 
work. Special mention is also made of Liu 
Jui-ch‘i, Provincial Treasurer, and Chia 
Chih-en, Judicial Commissioner of Honan, 
who were associated with memorialist in 
the work of relief, together with the 
Taotais Chung Jui, Chu Shou-yung and 
the expectant Tavotai Huang Chen-hoi. 
These officers were entrusted with. the 
supervision of the general arrangements, 
selection of subordinates, contre] over 
district relief offices, etc. The Taotais Yin 
Pao-chang and Tsao Ping-che also satisfac- 
torily performed the duties assigned to 
them, and the Brigadier-General Niu Shih- 
han kept his district in perfect order and 
tranquillity, Though these officers claim 
to have done no more than their duty, yet 
memorialist is of opinion that their services 
should not be allowed to pass unnoticed. He 
therefore suggests that the flames of Niu 
Shih-han, Liu Jui-ch‘i, Yiu Pao, Tsao Ping- 
che, and Huang Chen-ho should be referred 
to the Board for rewards on the highest 
possible scale; that brevet rank of the 
second grade should be conferred on Chia 
Chih-en and Chung Jui; and that Chu 
Shou-yung should be granted a title of the 
second class. Memorialist concludes by 
recommending in a postscript memorial the 
services of a number of officials and private 
individuals in Peking, Shanghai, and else- 
where, who either visited the flooded dis- 
tricts in person distributing relief, or helped 
by collecting subscriptions, &c. He adds 
that the unexpended balance of funds 
in hand on the closing of the relief fund 
in Honan, amounting to over Tls. 35,000, 
has now been forwarded to the districts 
of Wuting and Ch‘ingchou in Shantung, 
which have recently been visited by a simi- 
lar catastrophe. 

In reply His Majesty commands that the 
names of Li Hung-chang and other high 
authorities of the several provinces be sub- 
mitted to the Board for rewards on the 





highest possible scale, and that the ex- 
pression of His Majesty's approbation be 


~ communicated to Wang En-p‘ei and Wang 


Sung. Rewards and honours are to be con- 
ferred, as suggested, on Niu Shih-han, 
Chia Chih-en and the other officials specially 
mentioned, whilst the other cases are either 
referred to the Board, or receive the ex- 
pression of His Majesty’s approval. 


5th March. 


FUNDS FOR YELLOW RIVER WORKS IN 
SHANTUNG, 


- The Governor of Shantung has submitted 

estimates of the necessary expenditure on 
Yellow River Works in Shantung, accom- 
panied by plans and specifications, showing 
a total of Tls. 2,885,000, which includes the 
cost of additional emnbankments, sluices and 
floud-gates, deepening of creeks, purchase 
of barges, and a large embankmenr for 
the protection of the district city. Of 
the amounts remitted last year, he has 
still in hand a sum of Tis. 133,000 
odd, and as the work is now about to be 
commenced he has applied to be furnished 
by the Board of Revenue with the balance 
of Tls. 2,647,000. His Majesty according- 
ly gives orders that the amount be raised 
and transmitted in successive instalments 
as required, a certain sum being in the 
meantime advanced from the Treasury of 
the Board to meet immediate necessities. 
The Governor of Shantung is positively 
commanded to supervise the work himself, 
and see that it is conscientiously and thor- 
oughly executed, so as to ensure a practical 
result, ‘he question of strengthening and 
raising the embankments next year, is to 
be postponed till after the autumn freshets, 
when the Governor will report further on 
the then state of affairs. 


MILITARY OFFICER ON DUTY AT THE MINES 
IN YUNNAN APPLIES TO RETIRE FROM 
THE ARMY. 


Liu Ch‘i-i, a Major in the Yiinnan 
army who was some time ago placed in 
charge of the Yung Shan Mines in that 
province, having. consequently been ab- 
sent from his miulitary duties during the 
last two years, has now sent in an applica- 
tion for permission to resign his appoint- 
mentin the army, in order that he may 
give his undivided attention to mining 
matters. In reference to this application 
the Governor of Yiinnan observes that in 
the present state of military affairs in the 
province, it is desirable that all officers 
should be actually at their posts. The 
officer in question having been detached 
for service at the mines, this is of course 


‘impossible in his vase, and the Governor 


30 [Mar. 5—6. 





therefore recommends that he be permitted 
to retire, some other suitable individual 
being found to take his place.—Granted. 


6th March. 


PETITION PRESENTED TO THE EMPEROR - 
IN THE STREET. 


A. DECREE. —A petition having been this 
day presented to Us, by the road side by a 
woman named Ma Yang shih and her son 
Ma-k‘ai, let these individuals be handed 
over to the Buard of Punishments and sub- 
jected to a rigorous interrogation. 


DEMAND FOR FUNDS FROM CHIULI. 

The Grand Secretary O-lo-ho-pu com- 
plains that in conséquence of the heavy 
arrears of rents ou lands in Chihli, the 
Imperial Carriage Department of the Board 
of War is urgently in need of funds in 
order to make due preparations for the 
approaching Imperial visit to the Eastern 
Mausolea. The incume derived by the de- 
partment from this source amounts tu some 
Tls. 4,800 per annum, and is collected by 
the Provincial Treasurer of Chihlit but for 
many years past the payments have been 
in arrear, and there is now due a sum of 
over T'ls. 21,000. Memorialist accordingly 
begs that orders may be given for the 
transmission to the Department without 
fail, not later than the 5th March, of the 
above amount, together with that due for 
the present year., And that in future pay- 
ment of the land-rents is to be made year 
by year as they become due.—Already re- 
corded. 


ARRIVAL OF A LIU-CH‘IUAN JUNK AT 
FOOCHOW, 


Memorial from Pien Pao-ti, Governor- 
General of Fukien and Chékiany, reporting 
the rescue and relief of some distressed Liu- 
_ch‘iuan mariners, From the particulars 
furnished by T*ang Pao-chien, acting sub- 
prefect at Fuochow, it appears that a Liu- 
ch‘iuan sea-going junk sailed on a voyage 
from Napa on the 18th September last with 
eleven persons on board, three of whom were 
officials. They met with bad weather, and 
were driven about by the winds for five days, 
when they found themselves off Fuh-ning 
on the coast of Fukien. Jere the local 
authorities sent off to their assistance, and 
on the 1st October they arrived in port and 
were provided with accommodation on 
shore. In consideration of their distressed 
condition they have been supplied with the 
usual allowance of 1 pint of rice per diem 
and a few cash to purchase salt and veget- 
ables. On leaving for their own country 
they will be given rations for one month 
and the equivalent in muney of the regula- 


tion presents; accounts for the expenses 
incurred being rendered in due course. 
RESCUE OF SHIPWRECKED LIU-CH'‘IUANS. 
The Governor of Chékiang reports that a 
party of shipwrecked Liu-ch‘iuans have 
been rescued in his district and relief 
granted them in accordance with the regu- 
lations. On the 3rd November last a foreign 
vessel was descried drifting along in a sink- 
ing condition offa place called K‘anmen. A 
numberof fishermen put offto therescue and 
ten persons, with the sinking vessel, were 
brought safely into port. The junk wasfound 
to be waterlogged, and had lost her masts, 
rudder, sails, and rigging. It was ascertain- 
ed, through an interpreter, that the junk 
had been sent on an ofticial mission to 
Foochow, but had brought no despatches. 
She set sail on the 19th October, and 
shortly afterwards ran into a gale, which 
carried away the masts and rudder and 
blew the sails and rigging to pieces, after 
which they drifted about till they were 
rescued. Temporary house accommodation 


was rented for them at K‘an-men, and 


they were provided with food and clothing, 
orders being given to repair and refit their 
junk, As soon as their vessel is ready for 
sea, they will be sent on to Foochuw 
whence their own ofticials will enable them 
to make their way back to their own 
country. 
EXAMINATIONS IN SHANTUNG. 


The Literary Chancellor of Shantung 
reports on the examinations recently held 
by him for the degree of Hsiu Ts‘ai in the 
three prefectural districts of Téng-chow, 
Lai-chou, and Chting-chou. The examina- 
tions were conducted with the usual strict- 
tess so as to prevent any collusion with 
the examiners or other mialpractices on 
the part of the students, and memorialist, 
who presided in person, observed no at- 
tempts to pass off substitutes or obtain sur- 
Teptitious help. The behaviour of the 
students in the Examination Hall was 
also most orderly and decorous. In the 
three prefectures above named the stand- 
ard of literary ability was highest in the 
Penglai and Huang districts, in the P‘ing 
Tu and Wei districts, and in those of 
Shoukuang, Anchiu, and Chu Ch'‘eng 
respectively, though many of the essays 
by students of other districts showed con- 
siderable skill in composition. In military 
exercises the three prefectures were about 
on a par, though the Manchu garrison 
students from Ching-chou showed the 
better practice in archery and riding. The 
reculation number of students were passed. 
Memorialist adds for the satisfaction of 
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His Majesty that in the districts traversed 


by him there have been seasonable falls of 


rain and snow, and that the peuple are 


quiet and contented. 
7th March. 


APPOINTMENTS OF HIGH OFFICERS TO ATTEND 
THE EMPEROR ON HIS VISIT Tu EASTERN 
MAUSOLEA. 


(Court Circular). The following princes 
and dukes have been appointed to accom- 
pany His Majesty on the occasion of the 
Emperor's visit to the Eastern Mausolea, 
viz:-—Prince Po, Prince Ch‘ing, Prince 
K‘o, Prince Su. Lien fei-le, I Pei-le, 
Ying Pei-le. Duke Ts6, Duke Wen, Te Fu, 
Kuei Hsiang, and Fu Sen-pu. 

Prince Ch‘ing and Prince K‘o are also 
appointed to wait on His Majesty when 
offering the sacrificial libations. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Liao Shou-feng, recently appointed Trea- 
aurer of Fukien, is transferred to Honan, 
Lin Jui-ch’i being appointed in his place. 


BLOCK OF PROMOTION AMONG BOARD 
SUBORDINATES. 


In a postscript memorial, the Censor Ho 
Fu-k‘un solicits attention to the block of 
promotion in the ranks of the junior 
secretaries of the Buards, and suggests a 
modification of the existing system, under 
which they have to serve for a certain 
nuniber of years before they become 
eligible for provincial appointments. This 
reyulation was designed with a view to 
ensuring the necessary familiarity with 
duties ; of late years, however, assistant 
secretaries of this class have, in many 
cases, already served for more than 10 
years, from the date of their entry as 
expectant in one of the Boards, before 
obtaining the actual appointment to any 
given post. Whilst not on the regular 
staff they do precisely the same work, 
hold positious of responsibility, and enjoy 
the full confidence of their respective 
chiefs. If therefure, on their obtaining the 
substantive appointment, the Heads of 
Departments were allowed tv recommend 
them for employment on provincial staffs, 
there would be little likelihood of any ill- 
consequences resulting from lack of ex- 
perieuce on their part. The present system, 
by which a certain length of service is 
positively insisted on, is far too severe, the 
result being that the desired object of 
accelerating the flow of promotion is en- 
tirely lost. 

Memorialist accordingly suggests that, 
with certain exceptions, all junior secreta- 
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lower ranks of Hanlin graduates should no 
longer be obliged to serve for a certain 
specified term, but that three months after 
appointment, and on the recommendation 
of their respective chiefs, they themselves 
sliould be permitted to apply to be allotted 
to provincial staffs. The desirability of 
introducing a change in this respect mem- 
orialist begs may be referred to the consi- 
deration of the Board of Civil Office.— 
Rescript already recorded. 


APPLICATION FOR HONORARY DISTINCTIONS 
TO A NUMBER OF WOMEN, 


At the instance of some of the literati 
and gentry of the province, the Governor 
of Chékiang applies for honorary distinc- 
tions tu a number of women remarkable for 
their virtue and devotion, the partioulars 
of whose cases have been brought to light 
during the compilation of the annals of the 
Hangchow district. These, after an inter- 
ruption of over 70 years, during which the 
province repeatedly suffered all the horrors 
of warfare, were resumed in 1880, and have 
now been brought up to date. In the year 
1884 the then Governor Liu Pin-chang sub- 
mitted to the Throne the cases of a number 
of virtuous women which had similarly 


been brought to his notice, and applied 


that honorific distinctions might be accord- 
edtothem. To this request His Majesty 
was graciously pleased to assent, and their 
names were accordingly duly enrolled in 
the district annals up to the end of 1888. 
Since then further instances of female 
virtue have been brought to light to the 
number of 2,016, in which the facts have 
never been reported, either owing to the 
woman having left no children, or tu her 
having lived in some out of the way village, 
po that the only record of her good deeds was 
to be found in the annals of her own family. 
The law it appears provides that in the case 
of women distinguished for their virtuous 
conduct which lapse of years has brought 
into oblivion, should there be any facts re- 
corded in the local annals in support of 
their claims, application may be subsequent- 
ly made on their behalf for some mark of 
honorary distinction. The present cases 
being of this description, and also in every 
respect similar to those which in 1884 
obtained His Majesty’s permission to be 
honourably recorded, memorialist thinks 
that it would not be right to suffer them 
tou sink into oblivion. To this end, there- 
fore, as well as in the interests of virtue 
and morality, memorialist begs that His 
Majesty will be pleased to sanction the 
honorary distinctions now applied for.— 


ries assigned toa Board from amony the | Granted by Rescript. 





ANNUAL GENSUS OF THE PROVINCE OF 
CHEKIANG. 


In accordance with the regulations an 
annual census of the population should be 
taken at the end ofeach year. In forward- 
ing the annual returns of population for 
the province of Chékiang, the Governor 
states in a postscript memorial that, accord- 
ing to the census returns for the year 1889, 
compiled last autumn by the various district 
authorities, the total population of the 
province was found to be 11,754,466 souls, 
including males and females of all ages. 


8th March. 


WITHDRAWAL OF HONOURS BESTOWED UPON 
A DECEASED OFFICIAL. 


When Hsi-lun, the Military Governor of 
Ili, died last year, the Emperor conferred 
upon him the posthumous honours accorded 
to officials of his rank. An examination of 
the late Governor's accounts has, however, 
disclosed such serious omissions and disere- 
pancies that the Emperor, with the Board 
of Revenue’s report on the subject before 
him, has decided to withdraw the previous 
Decree and cancel the honours of which 
the deceased lad been the recipient. 


REMISSION OF DUTY AND LIKIN UPON GRAIN 
INTENDED FOR MILITARY CONSUMPTION 
AND FAMINE RELIEF, GOVERNOR OF AN- 
HUI ASKS THAT IT BE DISCONTINUED, 


Shén Ping-ch‘éng, the Governor of An- 
hui, reports that there has recently been a 
great falling off in the likin receipts upon 
grain in his province, which has entailed 
serious financial difficulties upon the ad- 
ministration. Grain is the chief productiun 
of Anhui, and the likin upon it forms one 
of the chief sources of revenue. During 
the past few years not less than several 
hundreds of thousands of piculs of grain 
have been annually purchased in the pro- 
vince free from likin fur the consump- 
tion of tho soldiers or the relief of distress 
in other provinces, Fully half of this 
quantity was, 16 1s estimated, purchased 
under permit issued without sufficient 
authority. As the ostensible object for 
which it was procured was the relief of 
distress or the maintenance of the troops, 
the barrier stations did not feel justified in 
making too stringent inquivies, and the 
opportunity was turned to account for 
smuggling other articles on a wholesalescale, 
and serious embarrassment to the finances 
of the province has been the result. There 
was no means of ascertaining whether the 
grain was really intended for the province 
which had issued the permit for its 


purchase, and in most cases Anhui lust its . 
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revenue without having the satisfaction of 
having conferred a benefit upon any of the 
neighbouring provinces, This year the dis- 
tress in Kiangsu and Chékiang caused the 
system to be more extensively adopted than 
ever before, and not merely official agents 
but even merchants were authorised to make 
purchases without payment of likin. The 
liberal policy of the Gavernment became 
a handle for abuse in the hancs of 
wealthy traders, who, intent merely 
upon gain, either did not take the grain 
so purchased to the districts suffering from 
distress, or if they did, sold it there at the 
ordinary market rates. As a remedy for 
all this, the Governor, after consulting 
with his executive Council, proposes that 
all such grain should pay likin at all the 
barriers which it passes en voute through 
the province and export duty at the Custom 
Houses at Wuhu and Féngyang. The sums 
thus received will be placed in a separate 
account to the credit of the provinces on 
whose grain they have been collected, and 
each province will be at liberty to recover 
them for use in the payment of its army 
or the distribution of relief to its people. — 
Sanctioned by Rescript. 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS IN KUANGSI, 


The Chief Justice of Kuangsi having 
received permission to proceed to Peking 
for audience, his place is to be temporarily 
filled by the Intendant of the Tai Ping 
Kuei Shun Circuit, who is thoroughly 
versed in the wants and condition of the 
province. The appointment of a successor 
to the latter is a matter of importance, as 
the incumbent of the post, in addition 
to his duties as Intendant of Circuit, 
is Customs Taotai at Chénnan Kuan and 
has supreme control over all questions 
connected with frontier defence. A French 
envoy is coming shortly to delimitate the 
frontier, and the Taotai will necessarily be 
associated with him in dealing with the 
matter. It is therefore essential that the 
officer selected for the acting appointment 
should be thoroughly posted in foreign 
questions, and the Governor’s choice has 
fallen upon Hsiang Wau-jung, who was 
nominated for the post of Prefect at Wu- 
chowfu, and acquired a considerable know- 
ledge of frontier matters when he held the 
office of Sub-Prefect at Lungchow.-- 4 p- 
proved. 

9th March. 
CASE OF KIDNAPPING BY THE WIFE OF AN 
OFFICIAL. 

The. wife of a lieutenant named Ku Té- 
shéng, stationed in the province of Yiinnan, 
was recently charged with kidnapping 
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under the following circumstances. Not 
far from their official residence lived a man 
named Hu Shao-ytin, whose daughter often 
assisted Madame Ku in her household 
work. This girl had been engaged from 
her childhood to a man named Li, and a 
day had actually been fixed for the 
marriage. The girl, however, objected to 
Li on the ground that he was suffering from 
a contagious disease and confided her 
objections to Madame Ku who advised her 
to abscond to the provincial capital and 
there marry a brother of her own. Two or 
three days before the time appointed for 
the marriage, the girl was taken to the 
provincial capital by Madame Ku’s mother, 
in whose house she was to stay until she 
became the wife of her son. The Li family 
however ascertained what had happened 
and at their instance she was arrested 
and brought back to her home. Madame 
Ku, as being the chief mover in the matter, 
was sentenced to be banished to a dis- 
tance of 4,000 hk, while her mother and 
the girl were each to suffer banishment for 
three years and to receive 100 blows, ‘They 
will however, receive pardon in virtue of the 
amnesty which was recently proclaimed, and 
the girl will become the wife of the man Li. 
The lieutenant is acquitted of any compli- 
city in his wife’s offence, but has been 
cashiered for not having exercised more 
strict surveillance over her conduct, 


AN OFFICER PUNISHED FOR CAUSING THE 
DEATH OF A MAN BY THE ILLEGAL 
EXERCISE OF AUTHORITY. 


The following case is reported by the 
Acting Governor-General of the Yiin-Kuei 
provinces. A man named Chang owed 
a neighbour called Niu 250 cash, and 
one day when under the influence of 
liquor met his creditor at a fair, who 
demanded from him repayment of the 
debt. A quarrel ensued between the 
two men in the course of which Chang 
struck Niu a severe blow on the head. 
A lieutenant who happened to be pas- 
Bing at the time accompanied by some 
troops, interfered, and as he thought Chang 
was likely to give further trouble he had 
him arrested and conveyed to the police 
station with the intention of send- 
ing him for punishment to the civil 
authorities. Chang became noisy and 
obstreperous and the lieutenant losing his 
temper ordered one of the soldiers to beat 
him on both legs with a stick. What with 
the beating and his own violence he receiv- 
ed injuries of which he died a few days 
later. It is considered that the lieutenant 
exceeded his powers in inflicting corporal 
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punishment on the man under the circum- 
stances and he has been sentenced to be 
banished for three years and receive 100 
blows, but as the late amnesty will apply 
to his case, the sentence will not be carried 
out. 


10th March. 
MURDER IN A BRAWL. 


A native of Chungking named Chi 
emigrated two or three years ago to Tur- 
kestan where he settled down as a dealer 
in old clothes and did a good business for 
a time. There was a fellow-townsman in 
the same district called Nieh who had 
fallen into poor circumstances and to whom 
he granted free lodging in his shop. After 
they had lived together for some time Chi 
found it necessary to give up his business 
and he and Nieh went to stay at an inn, 
the former undertaking to be responsible 
for the payment of the rent of their 
quarters. When the landlord demanded 
the rent, Chi asked Nieh to contribute his 
share and the latter told him to mind 
his own business and not trouble collect- 
ing other people’s debts. A quarrel en- 
sued in which knives were used on both 
sides and Nieh was stabbed to death. His 
assailant has been sentenced to strangula- 
tion after the usual period of imprisonment 
under the statute which prescribes . this 
form of punishment for the murder of a 
person in a brawl, irrespective of the manner 
in which the death may have been caused. 


ATTEMPTED RAPE UPON A GIRL UNDER TEN 
YEARS OF AGE. 

The following case of attempted rape by 
& major in the army is reported from 
Turkestan, Major Ch‘in,a native of Hunan, 
who had risen from the ranks, was stationed 
in the Malapashih district where his next 
door neighbour was a man named Li who 
had a daughter under ten years of age. 
One day her mother went out shopping 
and left the little girl at home to look after 
the house. The major, seeing his oppor- 
tunity, stole into the house and attempted 
to commit a rape upon the girl, but was in- 
terrupted by the mother’s return. The 
father came in shortly afterwards and ascer- 
taining what had happened took the girl to 
the major’s house and charged him with 
the crime. The major denied the charge 
and used strong language to the girl’s 
father. The latter then brought a formal 
complaint against him before the magis- 
trate, asserted that he himself had been 
a witness of the affair and that rape had 
actually been committed. This statement 
was at variance with the evidence of 


the mother and several other witnesses 
and was disproved by the testimony ofa 
matron who made an examination of the 
girl, The father received 60 blows for the 
inaccuracy of his statement and feeling 
greatly aggrieved went home and commit- 
ted suicide by swallowing foreign opium. 
The following are the two statutes which 
apply to the case (a) The seduction of a 
girl under 12 years of age even when she 
is a consenting party is considered as rape 
with violence (b) Any one who attempts 
to commit a rape upon a girl under 12 
years of age is to be sent as a domestic 
slave to the soldiers in Heilungchiang, 
and this is the sentence which has been 
passed upon the major. As, however, 
it is considered that the element of 
consent places the crime in a different 
category from that of rape with violence 
and that the offence was committed be- 
fore the proclamation of the late amnesty, 
the Board is requested to decide whether 
the major ought to receive any remission 
of the sentence. The magistrate who tried 
the case is held to have exceeded his 
powers in administering 50 blows to the 
girl’s father, especially as he was the 
plaintiff in the case, and the defendant, 
being an officer of the 3rd rank, could not 
be tortured. He has been removed from 


office. 
J1th March. 


RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF A 
DEFAULTER BELONGING TO THE CHINA 
MERCHANTS COMPANY. 

Hsii-jun, a taotai who was formerly 
manager of the China Merchants’ Co. in 
Shanghai, was degraded and removed from 
his post for having been a defaulter to the 
amount of Tls. 162,000. Of this sum he at 
once made good Tis. 7,000 and deposited 
with the Company title-deeds of property 
valued at over Tis, 140,000, and was granted 
a limited time within which to reimburse 
the balance. Li Hung-chang reports that 
Haii-jen has since paid over to the Com- 
pany Tls. 1,000 and handed in share 
scrip representing Tls. 88,300. As an 
offset against the remainder of his debt 
he has handed over property in Shanghai 
estimated at a value of Tls. 60,000 and 
which in a favourable market would pro- 
bably be worth considerably more. Hsii- 
jun was, the Viceroy states, one of the early 
promoters of the China Merchants’ Company 
and rendered valuable services in attract- 
ing capital to it and developing the business. 
His defalcations arose from the extravagant 
management on board the ships before the 
Company was established on a firm basis, 
and did not imply any intention to appro- 
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priate the money to his own use. Now 
that he has restored the total amount, it is 
suggested that he is fairly entitled to re- 
ceive again the button of the third class 
and the rank of which he was previously 
deprived.— Granted by rescript. 

HONOURS TO FAMINE RELIEF WORKERS. 

The Viceroy Li remarks upon. the vast 
scale on which contributions have been 
raised for the relief of famine in recent 
years and attributes this happy result 
entirely to the philanthropic agents who 
have volunteered their services in the 
matter. During the last 12 or 13 years 
he estimates that the amount raised by 
private charity for famine relief has 
been considerably over Tls. 2,000,000. 
The principal agents in this charitable 
work have been Chin Fu-tséng, Hsieh Chia- 
fu, Ch‘én Usii-yitian, Li Ch‘ao-chin and 
others. The two last mentioned have 
died in the midst of their good work 
and the Viceroy thinks that a tribute of 
respect should be paid to their memory. 
Ch‘én Hsii-yiian’s benevolent career dates 
from the reign of Hsien Féng, when he 
established homes for the refugees who then 
crowded into Shanghai. He discover- 
ed a remedy for opium poisoning, which 
administered by himself saved thousands of 
lives yearly. Hisdoor wasalwayssurrounded 
by the destitute, in rendering assistance to 
whom he never wearied. Every New Year he 
bought fish and flesh meat and gave it tothe 
poor toserve as an offering to their ancestors. 
Seven or eight years ago he collected 
30,000 strings of cash and built with them 
a dyke 40 iin length at Hait‘ang which 
was the means of preserving from inunda- 
tion 50,000 mow of good land. Only two 
years ago he built fifty bridges over creeks 
in the country between Shanghai and 
Soochow. When on his way last year to 
the latter place he was struck down by 
illness and forced to return to Shanghai 
where he died. Itis estimated that during 
his life he must have collected and admin- 
istered over Tls. 200,000 for purposes of 
famine relief. Li Ch‘ao-chin was already 
celebrated for his numerous works of 
charity at hia native place near Macao 
before he came to Shanghai. At the 
latter place he established the T‘ung-jén 
hospital in which several thousand pa- 
tients are treated every year. The dis- 
aster at the Yellow River made a deep 
impression upon him and he was actively 
engaged in relieving the distress which it 
caused when he met with his death. He 
ia said to have raised subscriptions for 
benevolent purposes to the amount of 
about Tls. 130,000 during his life. He 
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was stripped of his rank some years 
ago on account of the trouble which occur- 
red in Hupeh between the miners and 
natives, and it is suggested that he should 
be restored to his former rank and that 
both he and Ch‘én Hsii-yiian should receive 
such posthumous honours as the Board 
should decide upon, that honorary portals 
should be erected to their memory and that 
their lives should be written and incorpo- 
rated in histories of their native places. 


ABOLITION OF OFFICES CONNECTED WITH 
LAND ASSESSMENT IN CHILI. 


One of the Manchu Censors recently 
represented that numerous offices had 
sprung up in Paotingfu and other district 
towns in Chihli with the ostensible object 
of making a reassessment of the land tax 
but in reality to provide appointments for 
unemployed officials. The multiplicity of 
these offices caused, it was stated, not only 
needless expenditure, but afforded an op- 
portunity for illegal extortion, and it was sug- 
gested that Li Hung-chang should be in- 
structed to have them abolished and to en- 
trust the work of registration to the district 
officers to whom it properly appertained. 
A decree was issued in this sense and Li 
Hung-chang was furnished with a copy of 
it for his guidance. In acknowledging its 
receipt the Viceroy enters into a defence of 
the systems which was attacked by the 
Censor. He explains that there are vast 
tracts of country in Chihli originally the 
property of Manchus, which since their 
transfer to Chinese owners have ceased to 
pay the land tax or rent to the State. The 
attention of the Board of Revenue was 
directed to the subject some three years 
ago and at its instance regulations were 
drawn up for dealing fully with the matter. 
Sung-ch‘un, who at that time became 
Financial Commissioner of Chihli, consider- 
ed that the question had a vital bearing on 
the interests of the province, and thought 
that the only method of dealing effectively 
with it was to appoint responsible agents to 
undertake the duties which had hitherto 
been a source of abuse in the hands of the 
Yamén underlings. Acting upon precedents 
established in the reigns of Chia Ch‘ing 
and Tao Kuang he created a special Board 
for the purpose of dealing with land assess- 
ment, and provided it with quarters in his 
own Yamén. The amount of expenditure 
incurred was inconsiderable and was dis- 
bursed from the Financial Commissioner's 
Treasury. The only other place in the 
province where a similar office was estab- 
lished was Wanhsien, where over 3,000 
ching of unregistered land was in-a short 


time recovered for the benefit of theState. 
The greater part of this land had passed into 
the hands of Chinese before the withdrawal 
of the prohibition against the sale of such 
land by Manchus, and had neither paid 
Jand-tax, transfer duty, nor any other im- 
post. The whole system was beneficial 
both to the interests of the people and to 
the State, though no doubt it proved incon- 
venient to certain local tyrants and dis- 
honest underlings on whose report the 
Censor’s memorial is probably based. The 
Viceroy, however, cannot venture to dis- 
obey the Imperial commands and he has 
therefore given orders for the abolition of 
the board in the provincial capital and has 
at the same time instructed the Financial 
Commissioner and the district officers to 
carry out faithfully the Board’s instructions 
on the subject of land registration. 


12th March. 


FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL VISIT TO THE 
EASTERN TOMBS. 


The Prince at the head of the Imperial 
Equipage Department and his colleagues 
submit a memorial in which they request 
that they may be supplied with funds 
to defray the expenses connected with the 
approaching visit of the Emperor to the 
Eastern Tombs. Their revenue is chiefly 
derived from land rents in the province of 
Chihli which ought to produce a yearly 
sum of Ts. 20,760, but the arrears have 
accumulated until they now stand at Tis. 
543,370. The consequence is that for the 
last five years they have been unable to 
meet their liabilities and they how ask that 
the Viceroy of Chihli should be directed to 
supply them with Tls, 20,000 to defray the 
expenditure entailed upon the Department 
by the Emperor's visit to the Eastern 
Tombs on the 4th of April next. 


13th March. 
No documents of importance. 
14th March. 


RETIREMENT IN MOURNING OF THE 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Ni Wén-wei the Governor of Honan, 
reports that Wu Ta-ch‘éng the Director- 
General of the Yellow River, received a 
telegram from Soochow reporting his 
mother’s death the day after the Imperial 
Decree was issued granting him a month’s 
leave to visit her. He hauded over charge 
of his office on the following day to the 
memorialist and started at once for Soo- 
chow. The Governor urges the importance 
of appointing a successor without delay 
especially as the freshets are close at hand. 
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15th March. 


APPLICATION, UNDER RECENT ACT OF GRACE, 
FOR REMISSION OF SENTENCES ON 
CONVICTS IN TURKESTAN. 


The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan solicits an application of the recent 
Act of Grace to meet the case of certain of 
the convict settlers in that region, After 
the rebellion it was decided that male- 
factors from the provinces of Chihlt, Shan- 
tung, Shansi, Honan, Szechuan, Shensi. 
and Kansu, in whose cases sentence of 
death had been commuted to one of banish- 
ment, should be sent, with their families, 
if married, to the New Dominion to assist 
in bringing the waste lands under culti- 
vation and replenish the population which 
had been greatly thinned by the ravages 
of the war. In all 976 convicts of this 
class have been variously assigned to the 
Ti-hua, Ch‘angchi, Fu-k‘eng, and Ch‘1-t‘ai 
districts, where they have supported them- 
selves by farming. As earlier reported 
to His Majesty, each householder received 
a grant of cattle, farming implements, 
&c., to the value in all of Tis. 73 odd, 
of which half was to be refunded in the 
first year, and the balance in the next. 
With the third year taxation commenced, 
half the regular land-tax being paid in 
that year, aud the full amount in the 
fourth. As these convicts were not on 
the same footing as those whose original 
sentence was one of banishment, they 
were to be permitted to resume their 
status among the people as soon as they 
had paid the full amount of taxation for 
which they were liable. In some cases, 
however, those whose time has come to pay 
taxes on their land have failed to do so 
owing to various causes beyond their own 
control. The recent Act of Grace would 
be applicable in the case of similar con- 
victs in China proper. And it would 
therefore be hardly fair to leave these 
convict settlers out of consideration by 
reason of their banishment to a distant 
frontier. On the other hand, to set them 
at liberty to return to their own homes 
would be at variance with the intention of 
utilising them for purposes of colonisation. 
Memorialist would therefore propose as a 
compromise that all convicts who arrived 
previous to the 14th April, 1889, should be 
granted a free pardon and allowed to 
resuine their status among the people 
irrespective of whether their term of taxa- 
tion has expired or not; the local authorities 
being, however, instructed to see that they 
continue to cultivate the lands assigned to 
them, and repay in due course the advances 


made to them together with the regulation 
taxes,—_Tteferred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 


ARRIVAL OF CH‘ANG KENG, NEWLY APPOINTED 
RESIDENT IN TIBET. 


Shen T‘ai, Imperial Resident in Tibet, 
reports the transmission of his seal of office 
to the New Resident, Ch‘ang Keng, whose 
arrival was shortly expected. ° On memo- 
rialist’s appointment to the Indiau frontier 
of Tibet, he applied to be furnished with 
a suitable seal of office fur use in frontier 
matters, and this having been duly provided 
he made use of it fur tho first time on. the 
16th December last. 


DISTURBANCES IN TIBET BETWEEN CHINESE ° 
TROOPS AND RETINUE OF NATIVE 
CHIEFTAIN FROM SZECHUAN, 


In a postscript memorial the same official 
gives an account of a disturbance between 
soaie Chinese troups and the retinue of a 
native chieftain from Szechuan, travelling 
in Tibet. It appears that in the winter of 
1888, To-chi-tzu-chui, the chieftain of one 
of the native tribes of Szechuan, callea Té- 
erh-ko-t‘é, went on a pilgrimage to Tibet, 
taking with him a large number of fol- 
lowers. He wason his way to Teshilumbo, 
after visiting the Sakya monastery, when 
some of his people, who were very lawless 
and high-handed, got themselves into 
trouble by appropriating sume ornaments 
that were exposed for salein the market place 
by some Tibetan women. A complaint was 
made to the Chinese commander, who there- 
upon called out his troups to restore order, 
and a fight ensued in which several soldiers 
were wounded. The Szechuan chieftain 
was then called upon to surrender the thief 
and others who had taken part in the fray, 
but instead of complying with this demand, 
his followers proceeded in a body to make 
an attack on the Chinese entrenchments, 
in the course of which they managed to 
kill one soldier, and wound several others, 
and it was only on the intervention of the 
Panshem Erdeni Lama that peace was 
restored. 

These facts having been brought to the 
knowledge of the Imperial Resident, who 
was absent on the frontier at the time, he 
at once directed an officer to make enquiry 
into the affair. He reported that the 
Szechuan tribe in question were naturally 
excessively violent and overbearing, but 
that the Chinese Commander had also acted 
with undue precipitancy, and had thereby 
brought about the second fight in which the 
soldier was killed. After the affair the Sze- 
chuan chieftain, it appeared, had gone off 
as if nothing had happened, and stringent 
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orders were therefore sent to all officials in 
Western Tibet to demand the surrender of 
the actual murderer. A man called K‘uo 
La was accordingly yviven up, and acknow- 
ledged that he had instigated the disturb- 
ance, and that it was his hand which had 
tired the fatal shot, his evidence entirely 
exculpating the chieftain. He was there- 
upon ordered to be decapitated and his 
head exposed at the scene of the crime. 
Further enquiry will be made as to the 
complicity of the Szechuan chieftain in the 
affair, and if proof pusitive be forthcoming, 
he will be dealt with by the high authorities 
of Szechuan. —Noted, 


16th March. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS FOR SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATIONS AGAINST BANDITTI IN 
AMUR PROVINCE. 


The high authorities of the Amur pro- 
vince submit an application on behalf of 
the troops engaged in the recent successful 
operations ayainst a large band of brigands 
in the neighbourhood of Hulan. For a 
long time past the districts of Hulan, Pa- 
yensusu, and Suihua have been infested by 
banditti, who when pursued take refuge 
in the fastnesses of the neighbouring moun- 
tains, from which it is almost impossible 
to disludge them. In consequence of the 
increasing audacity shewn of late by these 
robbers, a detachment of troops under 
command of Chi-erh-hung-o was sent in 
November last to make a concerted attack 
from three directions on their strongholds 
in the mountains, The operations were 
most successfully carried out, a clean sweep 
being made of the brigands at every point, 
and in little more than a month 140 of 
them were either killed or taken prisoners, 
and over 20 of their strongholds demolish- 
ed. A number of troops have now been 
stationed at two important points from 
which these freebooters are in the hahit of 
sallying forth; and precautions against 
further brigandage will be maintained with- 
out relaxation, 


Memorialists leave it to His Majesty to 
decide what rewards shall be assigned to 
Chi-erh-hung-o and the troops under his 
command, for their exceptionally merito- 
rious services in thus restoring a state of 
tranquillity aud security throughout the 
district.—Rescript already published. 


RECOMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI 
AT AKSU. 


The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan recommends Wang Chiu-ming, an ex- 
pectant Taotai on the Shensi list, for the 
post of Tavtai at Aksu, vacant by the 
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transfer of Yuan SiInh-ling to Kashgar. 
The post is a most important one, its in- 
cumbent being charged with the super- 
intendence of irrigation canals, develop- 
ment of cultivation, and judicial matters, 
as well as with supervision over the Mongol 
and Burut tribes (inspection of frontier 
posts, etc.) The officer named, a record 
of whose services is given at length, is 
represented as being eminently suitable 
for the appointment, beth by reasun of his 
personal qualifications, aud by his intimate 
acquaintance with the affairs of the pro- 
vince, acquired in the course of a long 


residence. — Referred to Board of Civil O fice. 
17th March. 
AN UNNECESSARY FORMALITY IN MEMORIALS, 


The Ministers of the Grand Council have 
received His Majesty’s verbal commands 
that whenever the expression [[# fe (accom- 


pany the Imperial cortége) occurs in memo- 
rials presented by any of the departments, 
these two characters need not be elevated 
to the head of the page. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Hsiang Lin is appointed Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat, with brevet rank 
as Vice-President of the Board of Cere- 
oules. 

APPLICATION FORK RETENTION OF 
MAGISTRATE IN OFFICE. 


To meet an objection raised by the Board 
of Civil Office, the Governor of Shautung 
submits a further application on behalf of 
Wang Ching-hsiin, District Mayistrate of 
Ch'i Ho, praying that he be allowed to 
retain his post in consideration of the 
prompt measures taken by him to repair a 
breach that occurred in the river bank at 
Chang Ts‘un within his jurisdiction. The 
Governor points ont that in similar enses 
the officials of riverine districts have always 
been permitted to retain their appoint- 
ments if successful in closing the breach 
within a limited time, and that, moreover 
District and Departmental Magistrates 
have territorial duties anil ave not specially 
charged with river matters, there being in 
this respect a distinction between them and 
authorities in charge of river works.— 
Granted, 

DEFALCATIONS BY A MAGISTRATE 
IN SHANTUNG. 

On the retirement of Wang Chen-lu, who 
was acting Magistrate of the Li Cheng 
district in Shantung from February to 
November, 1886, a deficit was discovered 
in his accounts of over Tls. 29,000 and he 
was accordingly denounced and stripped of 
his rank, 


The Governor of Shantung now reports 
that the defaulting official has taken no 
notice of the orders that were issued for 
repayment of the amount within a given 
time, but has privily returned to his home, 
after having given out that he was going 
away to raise the money. He is reported 
to be very well off, and the owner of landed 
property. The Governor therefore requests 
that orders way be sent to the Authorities 
of Chihli for his arrest, imprisonment, and 
prosecution, as also for the sequestration 
and realisation of his private property for 
refund to the Shantung exchequer.—Re- 
script separately issued. 

SANCTION REQUESTED FOR PAYMENT OF A 

PECUNIARY GRANT MADE IN 1804. 


The Governor of Shantung applies for 
sanction to pay a sum of Tls. 875 to the 
descendants of Chou Tien-chiieh, a former 
Director-General of Grain Transport, who 
after his decease in 1854 had various post- 
humous titles and other grants conferred 
on him in recognition of his services in con- 
nection with the rebellion in Anhui, The 
abuve sum was awarded for funeral ex- 
peuses, cost of a tombstone, etc., and has 
never been paid to this day owing to the 
pressure of military affairs. Repeated 
Inundations in the province of Shantung 
have ruined the deceased oflicer’s grave and 
ancestral chapel, and being withuut funds 
to repair them, his grandson has now 
applied for payment of the amount to which 
he is entitled.— Referred to Board of Works 


BRIGANDAGE IN SHANSI. 


Postscript memorial from Yi Shan, Go- 
verner of Shansi, reporting operations un- 
dertaken for the suppression of brigandage. 

For hundreds of miles the province of 
Shansi is intersected by densely wooded 
mountain ranges, accessible only by preci- 
pitous footpaths, which, more especially 
in the neighbourhoods of Taiyuan Fu, 
Fenchou Fu and Hsin Chou, have long 
been noted as the resort of robbers and 
highwaymen. 
the local authorities, brigandage has con- 
tinued to flourish, and it was evident that 
grave consequences might be apprehended 
unless some combined etfort were made to 
extirpate this festering source of evil. 
Troops were accordingly sent to co-operate 
with the local authorities in the task of 
cutting off and capturing these robbers, 
aud since the operations commenced, over 
1,000 have been taken prisoner, who by 
their own confession have committed many 
acts of violence. Memorialist has ordered 
them to be conveyed to Tatyuan Fu, where 
they will be executed on due proof of their 
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guilt. In consequence of these severe mea- 
sures, brigancage has been less rampant 
during the past winter, and the country is 
now perfectly quiet. 

The Magistrate of Ch‘eng is a man uf 
fixed ideas and has rendered but little 
ussistance, and as his continuance at his 
present post would be prejudicial to the 
interests of the district, Memorialist beys 
that he be retired and granted some other 
appointment.— Let it be as requested. The 
Bourd of Civil Office has been duly notifled. 

18th March, 

(Court Circular.)—His Majesty will re- 
pair to-morrow, at 5.30 a.m., to the Chung 
Ho Tien (Hall of Central Accord), where 
he will inspect the ceremunial prayer- 
tablets, aud subsequently return to the 
Palace. 

APPOINTMENT. 


Ch‘ung-huan is gazetted Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-General by brevet, and Military As- 
sistant Governor at Cliasutai. 


BRIGANDAGE IN MONGOLIA. 


The Lieutenant-Governor of Jeho reports 
the dispersal of a gang of mounted robbers 
who have been harrying the country of the 
Nomad Herdsmen in the neighbourhood of 
T‘umenkow. Several of the robbers have 
been captured and handed over to the local 
authorities. Order being now restored 
throughout the district, memorialist applies 
for authority to recall the detachmeut of 
troops engaged in this service, He further 
solicits permission to submit the names of 
those whose services, in his opinion, entitle 
them to some reward.—Granted by Rescript, 
but discrimination to he exercised wn the 
selection of names submitted. 


ARRIVAL OF CH‘EN ¥U-PAO, JUDICIAL 
COMMISSIONER IN YUNNAN. 


The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow reports the arrival on 5th Jan- 
uary last, of Ch‘en Yii-pao, recently ap- 
poiuted Judicial Commissioner for the pro- 
vince of Yiiunan. Sung-lin, who has been 
acting as Provincial Judge, has accordingly 
been ordered to hand over to him the seals 
of office. 


REPAIRS URGENTLY NEEDED AT EASTERN 
TOMBS. 

The Military Governor of the province 
of Féng-tien, and the Vice-President of 
the Board of Works at Moukden, in a 
joint memorial represerit that several of 
the buildings at the Mausoleum of the 
Consort of the Manchu Sovereign T‘ai 
Tsung are in urgent need of extensive 
repairs, which they propose to have exe- 
cuted without further delay. The buildings 
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in question have been surveyed by an 
ofilcer of the Board of Works at Moukden, 
whuse estimate for placing the whole in a 
thorough state of repair amounts to Tis. 
6,847 odd. By an ordinance of the Em- 
peror T'ung-chih, repairs to the Mausvlea, 
the estimated cost of which amounts to 
over Tls. 10,000, have to be carried out 
under the supervision of an _ officer 
appointed from Peking, but if below 
that sum, may be executed under the 
direction of the High Authorities at 
Moukden. Under these circumstances 
memorialists will reverently pruceed with 
the repairs themselves, and, subject to His 
Majesty’s approval, beg that the Imperial 
Board uf Astronumy may be called upun 
to select an auspicious day during the 
second or third months of the year for 
commencing the work. The glazed ware 
required fur the ice-huuse will be manufac- 
tured under the superintence of the Board 
of Works at Moukden, payments on ac- 
count of labuur and materials being issued 
from the Treasury of the Board there 
as follows: 50. in copper cash, 25% in 
silver, and 25% in notes.— Rescript ulready 
published, 

INSPECTION OF ROUTE TO EASTERN TOMBS. 


Yeh Chih-ch‘ao, the newly appointed | 


Conimander-in-chief of the Chihli forces, 
reports his departure to carry out the duties 
imposed on him in connection with the 
approaching visit of the Emperor to the 
Kustern Mausolea. Leaving Lut‘ai on the 
6th March he will go straight to Peking 
fur audience ; after receiving His Majesty’s 
lustructions he will proceed along the route 
to be taken by the [imperial procession to 
inspect the state of the roads, bridges, &c., 
and then, retracing his steps to the confines 
of the metropolis, he will huld an inspec- 
tion of the officials and troups detailed for 
service on this occasion. He will then 
await the coming of His Majesty, and, 
following in the Imperial co: téye, thus ac- 
quit himself of his duty. 


19th March. 


Thd Court Circular announces that the 
Emperor will proceed at 4.30 a.m. to- 
morrow to the Temple of the Morning Sun 
to offer sacrifice, and will subsequently 
return to the Palace. 

A DEcREE.—Af'er Our departure on the 
4th April (for the visit to the Tombs) let the 
Prince of Su, Lung-ch‘in, the Grand Secre- 
tary En-cheng, the Assistant Grand Secre- 
taries Fu-k‘un and Hsii-tung, and the Pre- 
sident K‘un-kang, remain in Peking to con- 
duct the public business. The Prince of Su, 
Lung-ch‘in, En-ch‘evg, Hsii-tung, and K'un 


kang, four in all, will take it by turns daily 
to reside within the Palace. Those of the 
High Cummissioners who are not in turn 
for residence will go off duty at 3 p.m. 
Fu-k‘un will go to the Palace daily to 


transact business, but will not be required 


to go into residence. He may go off duty 
at noon, before his colleagues. 


REPORT ON CHARGES AGAINST HSI-LUN, LATE 
‘GOVERNOR OF ILI. 


The High Authorities of the Board of 
Revenue were recently called upon to en- 
quire into and report on the charge of 
misappropriation of public funds brought 
against Hsi-lun, Acting Governor of Ili. 
They now submit their report showing that 
in 1886 the late Governor disbanded a 
cavalry force of some 1,600 men, to 
whom arrears of pay were owing of over 
Tls. 740,000. Of this amount the Governor 
received some Tls, 480,000 from Kansu 
and the New Dominion, giving vary- 
ing accounts as to how the balance 
had been raised, in every case, however, 
representing that the greater portion of it 
had been borrowed from local Mohammedan 
merchants. The Board found great dis- 
crepancies in regard to the alleged arrears 
of pay, as also in the details of the alleged 
loans, and are of opinion that Tls. 740,000 
was far in excess of what should properly 
have been due to the troops. At no time 
have they ever authorised the appropriation 
of funds for the purpose of repaying these 
alleved loans, and when the late Governor 
took upon himself to draw on the military 
chest for Tls. 170,380 with this object, 
memorialists, it will be remembered, ap- 
plied for a Decree, handing him over to 
the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. It has now been clearly proved 
that the alleged loans actually were made 
good by misappropriations from the Ili 
military chest, and for this there is no ex- 
cuse whatever to be found for the deceased 
Governor.—Rescript already published. 


APPLICATION TO RETIRE BY PRINCE YI. 


Memorial from Tsai-tun (Prince Yi) ap- 
plying for permission to vacate his post 
on the ground of ill-health. He states that 
he is now suffering greatly from an aggra- 
vated attack of an old complaint, and is 
unable to stir a step without assistance. 
His medical advisers tell him that without 
perfect rest and quiet he cannot hope 
for a speedy recovery. Under these circum- 
stances he prays that he may be allowed to 
resign his appointment, and give up the 
salary attached to it. As scon as ever he 
may feel himself able to bear up under 
active occupation, he will prostrate himself 
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at the gate of the Palace and entreat re- 
newed employment.—Rescript granting one 
month's leave of absence already published. 


20th March. 


A Decree in answer to a memorial from 
Li Han-chang, Governor-General of Kuang- 
tung and Kuangsi, granting a remission of 
land-tax for the past year throughout the 
district of Chen p‘ing in the Canton province 
on account of inundations caused by the ex- 
cessive rainfall of last summer, A notice of 
this remission is to be printed on yellow 
paper, and freely distributed throughout the 
district concerned, that the Imperial bounty 
may actually reach those for whom it is 
exercised and possible frauds by a corrupt 
executive be frustrated. 


ABORIGINAL RISING IN KUANGSI, 


The Governor-General of the two Kuang 
provinces reports the measures taken re- 
cently for the suppression of a rising among 
the Yao aborigines dwelling in the Lien 
mountains in the Ch‘ing Yuan district of 
Kuangsi. 

As earlier reported this tiibe had been 
giving trouble for some time past, and 
an expedition was organised to reduce 
them to order, Two of their number were 
taken prisoners and executed, whereupon 
the aborigines began to assemble in 
the neighbourhood of lLungshui Wei, 
where they erected a barrier across the 
road. On being attacked by the troops 
they turned and fled over the mountains 
with the agility of monkeys, some of them 
falling down precipices, whilst others threw 
away their weapons and sued for mercy. 
Their huts and defence works at Luig- 
shui Wei, were burnt to the ground 
and advantage was taken of this show 
of force to follow them up and destroy 
their villages at Ttangchierh, and other 
places. After this second chastisement 
the aborigines retreated still further into 
the mountains. Some of the prisoners 
having been duly admonished were set at 
liberty with orders to tell the chiefs of the 
several offending villages to come to the 
Chinese camp and tender their subwission 
within a certain number of days. Other 
Yao villages subsequently gave in their 
allegiance, or sent to sue of mercy, and two 
individuals who had long been wanted on a 
charge of murder were also surrendered for 
trial. From this evidence of a genuine 
disposition on their part to submit them- 
selves, there seemed no likelihood of any 
further trouble, and the troops have there- 
fore been withdrawn, with the exception of 
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These will also be withdrawn as soon as 
circumstances permit. 

The Governor-General concludes his 
memorial, to which are appended the names 
of the Acting Governor of Kuangtung, and 
the Governor of Kuangsi, by recommending 
for various degrees of promotion a number 
of the ofticers who took part in the expedi- 
tion.—Granted by Rescript. 

GINSENG FOR THE PALACE. 


A further collection of ginseng for the 
use of the Emperor is reported by the 
Governor of Kirin, consisting of ten large 
and fourteen mediuni-sized plants weighiug 
nine ounces and four-tenths, and all of 
superior quality. The cost of procuring it 
eaine to 'T'ls. 1,783.90 which will be taken 
as usual from the ginseng duty receipts. 
The season for gathering the root is now 
past, but orders have been given to resume 
the search for it as soon as the summer is 
come, 


RECOMMENDATIONS IN FAVOUR OF A 
NUMBER OF OFFICERS, UNDER 
RECENT ACT OF GRACE. 


By a Decree published last year the high 
metropolitan and provincial authorities 
were authorised to submit recommendativns 
in favour of any officer whom they consi- 
dered to have been unjustly degraded, 
exception being made of those who had 
been cashiered for the receipt of bribes or 
on account of proved incompetency. The 
Governor of Kirin accordingly caused 
enquiry to be made throughout his juris- 
diction for officers answering this descrip- 
tion. On referring to the records of the 
eases of the 22 individuals brought to his 
notice, he finds that some of them were 
denounced for carelessness in office, or for 
unintentionally getting involved through 
some matter of public business. Others 
again incurred punishment by some venial 
transgression in the acceptance of bribes 
from which they derived no personal protit. 
The officers named are still young and 
vigerous, and memorialist therefore prays 
that they may be restored to their rank and 
placed on the list for employment. (For 
Rescript see Guzette of 2nd March.) 


21st March. 


The Court Circular announces that the 
Grand Secretary Li paid his respects on 
arrival at Peking and was summoned to 
audience, 


PROPOSED YELLOW RIVER WORKS IN 
SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung submits esti- 
mates for the proposed Yellow River works 


a small detachment left to keep order. ! in his province, and requests that the Bosrd 
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of Revenue may be ordered to provide the 
necessary funds. The most urgent of these 
works, and therefore the first to be pro- 
ceeded with, are:—-The raising and strength- 
ening of the embankments and dykes on both 
sides of the river, the construction of flood- 
gates on the north bank of the river 
below Ch‘i-ho, for carrying off the water 
in the freshet seasons, and the excavation 
of canals between the dykes aad embank- 
ment for the purpose of draining off the 
surplus waters into the T'‘uhai_ river. 
Memorialist proposes that these works 
should be spread over a period ‘of two 
years, in view of the difficulty of raising 
the necessary funds to meet the enor- 
mous outlay required by works of this mag- 
nitude. The channel by which the river 
enters the sea being now somewhat deeper 
than previously, it has been decided to 
commence operations on the 24th February. 
From Hanchiayuan to the sea buard, em- 
bankments will be constructed on both 
sides of the river to confine the water and 
prevent its spreading out, so that the cur- 
rent may still have a considerable velocity 
when it reaches the sea. As soon as this 
section, over 30 ti in length, is completed, 
men will be stationed at different points 
along the embankment to watch over its 
safety. Hitherto the main cause of dis- 
aster has been the silting up of the bed of 
the river by deposits brought down by the 
current; the dredging away of the ac- 
cumulations of silt, and the construction 
of embankments to confine the water 
and sv increase the scour of the stream, 
are therefore in reality mutually auxi- 
liary measures. A couple of dredgers, 
costing Tls. 18,000 each, were procured 
from Shanghai last year as an experiment, 
aud proved so successful that memorialist 
intends to order eight more. The funds 
required for this year’s operations amount 
to Tls. 2,885,000 odd, including a sum of 
Tls. 233,400 which was appropriated last 
year for work on the embankments, but 
never forwarded. The work consequeutly 
has not been done yet, and the amount 
has been included in the schedule for 
thia year, leaving a balance of Tls. 2,647,000 
odd to be provided by the Board. As it 
is most important that operations should 
be begun at once, and funds are urgently re- 
quired for this purpose, memorialist sug- 
gests that, in order to prevent the delay 
that must necessari'y occur before the 
amount can be raised and transmitted by 
the several provincial governments, the 
Board should be called upon to provide in 
the meantime a certain sum out of its 
own revenues. As regards the works left 
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to be carried out next year at an estimated 
cost of over Tls. 1,400,000, it is quite im- 
possible to hazard any opinion as yet whe- 
ther the present increase in the height of 
the embankments will enable them to with- 
stand the force of the stream, and render 
further additions unnecessary. The rapi- 
dity of the current varies so according to 
the season of the year, that it would be 
better to wait until the autumn freshets are 
over before coming to any decision on this 
point.—Rescript already published. 


REMITTANCES FROM FOOCHOW FOR YUNNAN 
MINES, AND FOR IMPERIAL HOUSEHOLD. 


The High Officer in charge of the Yiinnan 
Mining department having applied to be 
furnished with a sum of Tis. 1,000,000 
Mining Capital, the Governor-General of 
the Min-ché provinces was ordered to pro- 
vide fur this purpose a sum of Tls. 120,000 
out of the fund for augnienting the salaries 
of Peking officials. <A first instalment of 
Tls. 20,000 was accordingly remitted to 
Yiinnan some time ago, and the Guvernor- 
General now reports that a further sum of 
Tis. 40,000 has been sent to Shanghai, for 
remittance thence to Yiinnan. 

The Imperial Household Department hav- 
ing also recently made a call for Tls. 10,000, 
arrears of Tea duty for 1886 due tu the 
Department, the amount has been advanced 
by the local banks and forwarded to Peking. 


22nd March. 


MURDER OF A MAGISTRATE BY HIS DOMESTIC 
SERVANTS. 

A Magistrate in Shansi. who had occa- 
sion tu come to Peking on business, set out 
one day about three months ago in a mule 
litter accompanied by twodomestic servants, 
a father and son, who had long been in his 
employment. Arriving in the Hu-lu dis- 
trict of Chihli, he put up for the night in 
an inn and decided to make the remainder 
of the journey by cart. Here the father 
and son agreed to kill their master for 
the sake of getting possession of his money 
and clothing. After hiring carts to come 
to the inn early on the following morn- 
ing, they told the innkeeper that their 


- master had gone to stop for some days with 


the local Magistrate, who was his near re- 
lation, and had requested them to go on 
before him. The inu people paid no, 
special attention to the matter at the 
time. Entering their master’s apartment 
late that night, they found him fast asleep 
with his face upwards, and immediately 
proceeded tv choke him by gagging his 
mouth and nostrils. After a violent strug- 
gle they succeeded in suffocating him, and 
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then cutting off his legs they rolled them 
and the body up into a package which 
they covered on the outside with  oil- 
cloth. The matting on the stove bed and 
their own trousers were both stained with 
blood ; the former they wiped clean and the 
latter they wore inside out. Next morning 
when the carts arrived the bundle contain- 
ing the murdered man’s body was packed 
with the other baggage and they pursued 
theirjourney as far asTing-chou, where they 
halted for the night at an inn. Finding 
that there was a well on the premises they 
rose during the night and threw the ghastly 
bundle into it before starting for the next 
day’s march. The following morning one 
of the inn servants went to the well to 
draw water, and, finding the package, re- 
ported the matter to the local authorities, 
by whose orders the prisoners were over- 
taken aud arrested. The elder prisoner 
swallowed opium on his way back and died 
of poisoning immediately after his deposi- 
tion had been taken down. The other has 
been sentetced to death by the slow and 
painful process, and the body of the father 
will be sliced in a similar manner. The 
policeman who escorted the prisoners is to 
receive 60 blows for having failed to pre- 
vent the father compassing his death by 
puison. 


CONSTRUCTION OF THE WALLS OF THE TOWN 
OF LUNGCHOU IN KUANGSI. 


The Governor of Kuangsi reports that the 
walls of the town of Lungchou have been 
built under the superintendence of the Tao- 
tai of the T‘ai P‘ing Kuei Shun Circuit at a 
cust of Tls. 69,700 which is just under the 
estimate that was drawn up by the late 
acting Governor Li Ping-héng. The work 
has been inspected by the Intendant of the 
Tso Chiang Circuit and is found to have 
been dune ina strong and substantial style. 
The contractor has given the usual] guaran- 
tee to keep it in repair for a number of 
years, and bonds to the same effect have 
been taken from the officials who became 
sureties for him, 


LI HUNG-CHANG STARTS FOR PEKING. 


Li Hung-changreports the arrangements 
which he has made for repairing the roads 
and providing suitable accommodation for 
the Imperial visit to the Eastern Tombs. 
A portion of the read in the neighbourhood 
of T‘ungchow had got intosuch bad condi- 
tion that it was impossible to repair it, and 
anew route had to be found, mvolving a 
détour of about a mile. The assistance of 
the people has been invoked within the 
limitations sanctioned by precedent, and 


districts suffering from dearth have been 
exempted from forced Jabour, ‘She Viceroy 
having cleared off nearly all the foreign 
questions and others he had on hand at 
Tientsin, proposes to start for Peking on 
the 15th March, and after being received 
in audience, he will leave the capital and 
again proceed to superintend all the neces- 
sary preparations. Chou-fu, the Chief 
Justice of the province, is to carry on the 
current work of the office during the absence 
of the Viceroy and the Lieutenant Governor. 


DEATH OF A DISTINGUISHED GENERAL. 


Li Hung-Chang reports the death early 
in the present year of Yuan Ping-fu, a 
General who fought with him throughout 
the Taiping and Nienfei rebellions, and 
distinguished himself greatly in several 
enyagements, especially in the recapture 
of the town of Wuchang, which formed a 
turning point in the war and led to the 
recovery of Soochow and more important 
places. Early in the engagement the de- 
ceased officer received a severe wound in 
the side,’and though the bullet passed right 
through his ribs he remained at the head 
of his men until the reserve furce came up 
to relieve him. In 1875 he was transferred 
to Tientsin and there received command 
of the notthern army. He possessed an 
accurate knowledge of European drill and 
was well acquainted with the use of all 
modern military appliances. The Viceroy 
asks that he should receive posthumous 
honours on the scale usually accorded to a 
Provincial Commander-in-Chief, and sug- 
gests that worship should be paid to his 
memory in the temple erected in honour of 
the General under whom he served through 
the Taiping campaign.—Granted by rescript. 


23rd March. 


RECEPTIONS AT COURT. 


The Viceroy Li, the commander-in-chief 
of Szechuan, and Chang Yin-huan, the Ex- 
Ministertothe United States, were received 
in audience to-day. 


FAMINE RELIEF MEASURES IN KIANGSU 
AND CHEKIANG, 

In continuation of former reports the 
Viceroy at Nanking gives an account of 
the measures which had been adopted 
during the winter for the relief of the 
distress in the provinces of Kiangsu and 
Chékiang. Tls. 50,000 each were sent to 
Soochow and Chékiang in addition to large 
quantities of wadded garments forwarded by 
the Committeeat Shanghai. There werefuur 
great centres of distribution—Svochow, Hu- 
chow, Hangchow, and Chiahsing, with their 
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respective districts. The officers who were 
engaged in the work have almost all now 
returned and give most encouraging reports 
of the gratitude evinced by the poor people 
for the Emperor’s kindness in coming to 
their relief. In Nanking itself the number 
of the destitute young and old who have 
flocked in from the low-lying country along 
the Yangtze and are being fed from govern- 
ment fuuds is considerably over 100,000. 
In Chékiang and Kiangsu the distress is 
widespread, and the relief that has been 
distributed is barely sufficient to tide 
it over for the present. In the latter 
province there is little prospect of a 
crop in the low-lying and flooded districts, 
while in the former the mulberry trees 
have received such damage that the silk 
crop is likely to prove a failure. Memorialist 
has borrowed a sum of Tls. 260,000 from 
the Shanghai Customs and various other 
public departments, Tis, 160,000 of which 


he has allotted for the relief of suffering in — 


Chékiang, the remainder being granted for 
the same purpose to Kiangsu. A further 
sum of T]s.60,000 has been sent to Anhui for 
the relief of the distress which still prevails 
in Téngyang, Ssiichou and other parts of that 
province. These sums he hopes to repay 
by subscriptions which he proposes to raise 
in the Two Kuang, Fukien, Shansi, Honan 
and Szechuan, with the Governors of which 
provinces he is at present in communica- 
tion on the subject. In conclusion, the 
Viceroy enumerates the official agents to 
whom he intends to entrust the work of 
distribution.—Jn a Reseript appended to this 
memorial, the Emperor highly approves of 
the Viceroy’s disinterested action. 


CHARITABLE DONATION, 


The Viceroy at Nanking reports that an 
expectant Taotai named Wu Ping-hsiang, 
the son of the late Viceroy of Szechuan, 
has presented him with a sum of Tis. 3,000 
for the relief of distress in Kiangsu and 
Chékiang, and suggests that as the donor 
himself wishes to receive no reward for his 
benevolence an honvrary title should be 
conferred upon his mother.—Granted. 


24th March. 


AN OFFICER TRANSFERRED TO CANTON FOR 
TRANSACTION OF FOREIGN BUSINESS. 


The Viceroy at Canton states that his 
predecessor took with him to Hupeh all the 
officers on the Canton establishment who 
possessed a knowledge of foreign questions, 
and represents that he is sorely in need of 
competent agents to take their place. There 
is an official on the Hupeh staff named 
Chiang Ming-hsiin who is intimately versed 
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in foreign matters and who proved himself 
a most useful assistant tothe Viceroy when 
he was formerly at Wuchang. This officer 
has since been promoted to the post of 
Prefect of Chingchou in Hupeh, and holds 
the rank of expectant Taotai, The Viceroy 
asks that he may bé detached for service 
under his orders at Canton.—Granted by 
Reseript, 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR FAMINE RELIEF IN 
CHEEKIANG. 


The following is a list.of the subscriptions 
which the Governor of Chékiang acknow- 
ledges as having been contributed during 
the last three months of the past year to- 
wards the relief of distress in his province: 
—Chékiang officials serving in Peking, Ts. 
16,000 ; the Governor of the Metropvlitan 
Prefecture, from public funds T]s. 10,000 ; 
the Military Governor and the Lieutenant- 
General of Shéngching, and the Governor 
of Moukden Tls. 5,000; the province of 
Féngtien Tls. 7,000; Chihli Tls. 40,800; 
Chiangning Tls, 50,000; the gentry and 
officials of Kiangsu Tls. 1,000 and $10,100; 
Anhui Tls. 10,000, with a further donation 
of Tls. 5,500; Shantung Tls. 7,000 ; Honan 
Tis. 47,000 and $200; Fukien Tls. 2,000 
and $1,000 ; Taiwan $10,000 ; Kiangsi Ts. 
11,000; Hunan and Hupeh Tls. 7,040; 
Szechuan Tls. 7,800; the Two Kuang Ts. 
14,000 and $2,700; Kueichow Tis. 2,000 ; 
the Relief Committee at Shanghai in seven 
instalments Tls. 44,000, $43,000 and 38,750 
wadded garments. ‘The total of the above 
subscriptions amounts to Tls. 360,000, 
and the Governor has received telegraphic 
advices that further remittances may be 
expected from nearly all the provinces. The 
result has exceeded his most sanguine ex- 
pectations and he proposes, as soon as he 
shall have received a complete return of 
the subscriptions, to submit the names of 
the donors for the bestowal of rewards on 
the same scale as was formerly sanctioned 
in the-case of Honan and Shansi. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF CHEKIANG 
EXCUSED FOR FAILURE TO SUPPLY MINING 
CAPITAL TO YUNNAN, 


Some monthsagothe Lieutenant-Governor 
of Chékiang was deprived of two steps 
in rank for having failed to supply the 
requisite amount of mining capital for 
the province of Yiinnan. The Governor 
now submits that the distress in Chékiang 
and the heavy demand which it made upon 
the provincial treasury formed ample justi- 
fication of his subordinate’s action, aud 
asks that the penalty may be remitted.— 
Granted. 
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APPLICATION OF AN OFFICIAL TO BE 
RELIEVED FROM SERVING IN THE PROVINCE 
TO WHICH HIS ANCESTORS BELONGED. 


When Liao Shou-féng, who was recently 
promoted to be Lieutenant-Governor of 
Fukien, saw the notice of his appointment in 
the Gazette he at once reported to the Throne 
that his ancestors belonged to the Yung-ting 
district in Fukien, and that his grandfather 
was the first member of the family who was 
removed to their present residence in 
Kiangsu. A numerous branch of the family 
still existed in Fukien with whom he kept 
up a correspondence, and he solicited in- 
structions as to whether this should form a 
barrier to his taking up his appointment. — 
Decree already published by which Liao 
Shou-féng is trausferred to Honan. 


25th March. 


HONOURS TO DECEASED GENERAL. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
notices the death of General Yi Chi-san, 
one of the veterans of the Taiping campaign. 
The deceased officer served under Tséng 
Kuo-fan for many years and was present at 
the capture of many important strongholds 
in Hunan and Kiangsu. His biography is 
to be written by the Court Historian and 
he is to be assigned a place in the temples 
erected to his distinguished chief in Hunan 
and at Nanking. 


RELIEF WORK IN KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu observes that 
the prefectures and districts of Soochow, 
Sung-chiang, and T‘ai-ts‘ang in the lowest 
corner of the province have always been 
exposed to suffering from fluods and were 
exceptionally unfortunate in this respect 
last year. This tract of country embraces 
what was known as the San Wu of antiqui- 
ty, and was watered by three rivers, of 
which the central and principal was the 
Wusung. In its course the latter passes 
through K‘un-shan, Chia-ting and Ch ‘ing- 
pu and enters the sea at Shanghai after run- 
ning fora distance of over 100 miles. Many 
attempts have been made by successive 
Governors to have it cleared out and 
deepened, but the magnitude of the task has 
prevented its being carried out with such a 
degree of success as would have conferred 
general benetit upon the districts up coun- 
try which suffer from its periodical inunda- 
tions. Nothing can be done this spring, 
owing to the pressing demand for funds 
caused by famine relief measures, but the 
Governor hopes to devise some scheme for 
having this river cleared out and deepen- 
ed next winter when the lowness of the 
water will offer facilities for commencing 


the work. Inthe meantime, he proposes 
to find employment for the distressed people 
in the excavation of the Yiin-tsao River, a 
brauch of the Wusung, which is the main 
line of water communication in the Pao- 
shan district and flows in a winding cuurse 
from Chia-ting until it reaches the sea at 
Wusung, a distance of over 301i. It has 
been neglected for many years past, and 
though formerly navigable by trading craft 
it is now so silted up as in some parts to 
have become perfectly dry and level with 
the surrounding country. After looking 
into the local records and taking the 
opinion of the oldest inhabitants in the 
neighbourhood, the Governor has decided 
to have this tributary of the Wusung cleared 


-out before starting work on the main river 


itself, and proposes to make its excavation 
a means of finding employment for the 
famine refugees until the return of spring 
gives them better occupation in the fields. A 


“number of soldiers under the Governor’s 


command and belonging to the Langshan 
garrison will be detached for service at the 
River, and the Governor himself, travelling 
ina small boat and with only a few atten- 
dants, has started fur the spot in order to 
direct the preliminary operations in person. 


REVIVAL OF AN OLD CEREMONY BY THE 
EMPRESS. 


The young Empress of China will per- 
form her first state function on the 30th 
April next. On that day, accompanied by 
some ladies of the Court, her Majesty will 
revive the old practice of worshipping at 
the Temple of the Goddess of Sericulture, 
which has been in abeyance for the last 
thirty years. This function was not per- 
formed by the Empress of Ttung Chih, 
and owing to its long discontinuance, the 
officials of the Imperial Household depart- 
ment, who are in charge of the arrange- 
ments, have, it is said, experienced consi- 
derable difficulty in endeavouring to repro- 
duce the old rites. One feature of the 
ceremony is the picking of the mulberry 
leaves, and the trees from which these are 
to be gathered ou this occasion were planted 
some years ago in anticipation of the custom 
being revived. 


26th March. 
IMPERIAL VISIT TO EASTERN TOMBS. 


The Emperor has issued strict orders to 
the Viceroy Li and the other high ofticers 
charged with the superintendence of the ar- 
rangements en route during the approaching 
visit to the Eastern Mausolea, to exercise a 
careful surveillance over the eunuchs and 
the members of the Imperial escort and see 
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that they do not make the occasion a pre- 
text for destroying the crops and fleecing 
the common people by their exactions. 
Any cases of extortion or of scamped work 
in the repair of the roads are to be reported 
to the Emperor direct. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


The remainder of this issue of the Gazette 
is almost entirely occupied by reports of 
ofbeial changes, none of which are of much 
importance. Chou Jui-lung is to act as 
Comimander-in-Chief in Hunan, his native 
province, until the arrival of Cheng Shao- 
chung, who was recently promoted to the 
substantive appointment, Hsii Chén-i, the 
Financial Commissioner at Nanking, who 
has been appointed Director General of the 
Yellow River, has started for Peking, and 
his place is to be temporarily supplied by 
the Salt Intendant at Nanking, Féng Ying- 
show. 

27th March. 


HONOUR TO A GENERAL, 


Sung-ch‘ing, the Commander-in-Chief in 
Szechuan, has been accorded the privilege of 
riding on horseback within the Forbidden 
City. 

OFFICIAL CHANGES. 

Sung-chiin, the Governor of Chékiang, 
is to act likewise as Commander-in-Chief of 
the province pending the arrival of Féng 
Nan-pin, the new incumbent of the post. 
K‘uei-chiin, the Chief Justice of Fukien, 
has started for Shansi, of which province he 
was lately appointed Lieutenant Governor, 
and the post he vacates is to be filled by 
Chang Kuo-chéng, the Grain Intendant of 
Fukien, 


28th March. 


DEATH OF THE GOVERNOR OF SHANSI. 


A Decree issued to-day notices the death 
of Yii-shan, the Governor of Shansi, and 
accords to him the posthumous honours 
usually granted to officers of his rank. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
CHEKIANG, 

The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
the salt merchants of the province have 
contributed a sum of $100,000 towards the 
relief of the distress caused by the floods 
of last autumn, and he asks that the matter 
should be placed on record with a view to 
the issue of suitable rewards to the donors. 
Ch‘én T‘ang-Yiian, who has acted as 
Private Secretary to successive viceroys 
at Nanking, has subscribed Tls. 2,000 for 
distribution amongst the sufferers in his 
Native province. . 


UNFOUNDED CHARGES AQAINST A MAGISTRATE 
IN HONAN, 


The Governor of Honan reports the result 
of an enquiry into certain charges brought 
against Wu-hsiang, acting magistrate of 
the Hsi district in Honan, by an anonymous 
accuser In the year 1884. The incriminated 
official was consequently cashiered and 
pliced upon his trial before the Prefect of 
Kaiténgfu. From the lower courts the 
case came in due course before the Governor, 
whose finding 1s to the following effect :— 


The most important of the charges brought 
against the magistrate was that he had 
illegally levied taxes, the collection of which 
had by Imperial decree been postponed till 
the following year. This accusation originat- 
ed in the fact that before this reniussion of 
taxation had been made public, certain land- 
holders had already paid their taxes to the 
magistrate’s clerks, who kept the money 
themselves and issued no receipts for it. 
As soon, however, as this came to the know- 
ledge of the magistrate he took steps to 
recover the amounts, which were subse- 
quently duly paid in to the Provincial 
Treasury. The Imperial Edict in question 
sanctioned the postponement of taxation in 
certain cases, ulless such taxes had been 
already collected and paid into the treasury. 
Those which the magistrate was thus ac- 
cused of illegally levying had as a matter of 
fact been already paid by the Jandowners, 
and therefore could not come under the 
category of taxes which not having been 
paid were to be temporarily remitted. All 
the laud-tax receipts issued were duly 
accounted for, and the accusation conse- 
quently falls to the ground. With refer- 
ence to the second charge of causing the 
death of a man, memorialist finds that the 
individual in question was shot accidentally 
by a soldier, whilst endeavouring, in the 
execution of his duty, to eftect the capture 
of a robber, and the event could not pus- 
sibly have been foreseen by the magistrate. 


The third count of bringing unfounded 
charges of brigandage arose from the ma- 
gistrate having beon misled by the reports 
of his subordinates, and no notice need be 
taken of it. He is, however, to be blamed 
for his carelessness in failing to detect the 
falsity of these reports, but the penalty he 
has incurred in this respect is remitted 
under the recent act of amnesty. 

The charge of appropriation of relief 
funds has been already reported on in full 
detail by memorialist’s predecessor. All 
items of expenditure under this head are 
sufficiently vouched for by the registers 
and accounts, and there does not appear 
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to have been any irregularity whatever in 
this connection. 

The various charges brought against the 
magistrate having now been thoroughly 
investigated, and proved to be unfounded, 
memorialist begs that his Majesty will 
sanction the restoration of the degraded 
oflicer to his former rank, and that he be 
permitted to return to the province for 
further employment. — Referred to the Board. 


RECOMMENDATIONS IN FAVOUR .OF TSUNG-LI 
YAMEN SECRETARIES, 


Prince Ch‘ing and Members of the 
Tsungli Yamén forward their biennial list 
of Secretaries recommended for the bestow- 
al of marks of Imperial approbation. on 
account of meritorious services. In March 
1870, whenthe Board of Civil Office obtained 
permission to restrict the number of re- 
comniendations of this nature, eighteen was 
the number to which the memorialists were 
limited. For some years past it has also 
been their practice to send iu simultaneously 
with theabove alist of the proctors and other 
officers charged with the supervision of stu- 
dies in the Tung-wén-kuan, whohave shewn 
themselves worthy ofcommendation. During 
the two years that have elapsed since the 
last list was sent in, these secretaries have 
never failed in their attendance when their 
turn of duty came, and have shewn through- 
out the greatest care, diligence and zeal in 
the conduct of all questions that have come 
before them. Memorialists have omitted 
from their list the Chief Secretaries Ch‘en 
Cheng and Shu Wén, as his Majesty has 
been pleased to cause their names to be 
recorded for special appointments; and 
they now submit a list of 18 of the more 
particularly deserving of their secretaries, 
together with 3 proctors from the Tung- 
wén-kuan. They further commend to the 
notice of his Majesty the services of seven 
Council Secretaries who have satisfactorily 
performed the duties from time to time en- 
trusted to them.-—Approved by rescript. 


29th March. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


Chang Yin-huan, Director of the Imperial 
Stud, (formerly Minister to the United 
States, etc.,) is appointed a member of the 
Tsungli Yamén. 

Liu Jui-ch’i, who was recently gazetted 
Treasurer of Fukien, is promoted to be 
Governor of Shansi, the vacant appointment 
being conferred on Liu Shu-t‘ang. 

AFFAIRS IN TIBET ; APPROACH OF A RUSSIAN 
MISSION. 

Ch‘ang-keng, Imperial Residentin Tibet, 

reports, in a postcript memorial, that his 
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seal of office has been sent to Lin, en rte, 
by the Assistant Resident, Sheng-t‘ai, at 
present detailed for service on the Indian 
frontier. Memorialist has had to investigate 
a dispute between the secular authorities of 
Tibet and the Chanjui aborigines on the 
borders of Szechuan, but as soon as this is 
disposed of, he will press forward so as to 
reach his pust without further delay. A 
report from the commissary in Anterior 
Tibet states that a Russian called P‘ieh-rwu- 
ts‘o-fi (Pevtsoff) will shortly arrive in the 
country, and from Ulterior Tibet it 1s re- 
ported that the Nepalese are seeking to 
pick a quarrel with the Tibetans. Memo- 
rialist has accordingly given orders to as- 
certain the exact date on which the Russian 
is expected, so that an escort may be sent 
to meet him on his arrival, The Assistant 
Resident has, it appears, already despatched 
an officer to investigate and: deal with 
the Nepalese affair, and after imemo- 
rialist has reached his post he will confer 
with his colleague as to the measures to be 
taken in order to allay betimes all cause of 
strife. — Noted. 


P‘AN CHUN-WEN, ACTING TREASURER OF 
SHANSI. 

Lung-k‘un, acting Financial Commis- 
sioner of Shansi, having been transferred to 
Anhui and ordered to present himself at 
Peking for audience, the Governor of 
Shansi has directed the lately appointed 
Provincial Judge, P‘an Chiin-wen, to take 
over charge as Acting Treasurer, so that 
Sung-k‘un may vacate his post and start 
at once. 

30th March. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Chang Kuo-cheng is appointed Judicial 
Commissioner of Kiangsu. | 

Liu .Jui-ch‘i, the new Governor of Shansi, 
is ordered to proceed forthwith to his 
post. Pending his arrival P‘an Chiin-wen, 
the acting Provincial Treasurer, will act 
temporarily in his place. 

En Ch‘eng is directed to take charge of 
the seals and keys of the Translation 
Bureau in the Palace, during his Mujesty’s 
absence. 

3ist March. 

DISREGARD OF IMPERIAL COMMANDS BY 

JUDICIAL COMMISSIONER OF KUEICHOW, 

A decree in answer to a memorial from 
the Governor of Kueichow requesting that 
Ti‘en Kuo-chiin, the Judicial Commissioner 
of that province, may be desired to hasten 
to his post without further delay. On his 
appointment in April last he was ordered 
to Peking for audience, but was subse- 
quently granted two months’ leave of 
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absence, and returned home in August last, 
after handing over charge of his post in 
Kiangsu. From that time the Governor of 
Shansi is directed to ascertain his where- 
abouts, and order him to proceed to Peking 
unmediately, if he would avoid getting 
hiniself into trouble. 


DEATH OF WEI JUNG-KUANG, FORMER 
GOVERNOR OF SHANSI, 


A decree giving expression to His Ma- 
jesty’s regret on learning the death of Wei 
Jung-kuang, formerly Governor of Shansi, 
whose ‘‘ testamentary memorial ” has been 
forwarded by the Governor of Honan. The 
deceased official, who is eulogised as a man 
of great talent and integrity, commenced 
his career as a Hanlin graduate. Joining 
the army he distinguished himself by his 
military achievements in Anhui and else- 
where, rising subsequently to an important 
frontier command which he worthily filled. 
The honours customary in the case of a 
Governor who dies in office are to be 
bestowed upon him, and any faults he 
may have committed during his tenure of 
office are to be overlooked. The proper 
department is directed to ascertain and 
report concerning the awards to which 
he is posthumously entitled, and his bio- 
graphy is to be enrolled among the records 
of the State Historiographer’s Office, in 
order to mark His Majesty’s appreciation 
of his Services to the State. 


DISTINCTIONS CONFERRED ON SONS OF LI 
HUNG CHANG AND OTHERS. 


A decree. In commemoration of Our 
twentieth birthday the Board of Civil Office 
was recently ordered to ascertain and report 
to Us the names of certain statesmen’s sons, 
upon whom We would then confer favours. 
The names of Li Ching-mai, son of Li 
Hung-chang, Governor General of Chihli, 
Tséng Kuang-han, grandson of Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘uan, Governor General at Nanking, 
and Chang Tuan-li, son of Chang Yao, 
Governor of Shantung, have now been 
submitted to Us by the Board and We 
conunand that as a mark of favour they be 
appointed second class Assistant Secre- 
taries of a Board. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Ch‘en Ming-chih is gazetted Grain In- 
tendant in Fukien. 

Ching Hsin is appointed Junior Lieu- 
tenant General of the Gendarmerie, during 
the Emperor’s absence. 

Lung Té-sheng is appointed to the com- 
mand of the Ting Chow Brigade in Fokien. 
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PRINCE YI ALLOWED TO RETIRE. 


A decree. In response to a further appli- 
eation from Prince Yi begging that he may 
be permitted to retire on the ground of ill- . 
health, and that his allowance be stopped, 
he is accordingly relieved of his functions 
and granted, as a special act of grace, one- 
half his salary as a retiring allowance. 


SERIOUS DISTURBANCES IN FUKIEN. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports his 
finding in a serious case of riot involving 
the loss of several lives. In January 1889 
a dispute. occurred between some Kiangsi 
men and the natives of the Shunch‘ang 
district in which three of the latter were 
killed. Upon this the inhabitants mustered 
to the number of over 1,000 and led on by 
a man named Ts’ai Ta retaliated on the 
Kiangsi men, killing fifteen of them and 
wounding a number of others. Several 
arrests were made and the prisoners were 
sent for trial to the taotai of the Yen 
Chien Shao circuit, the original intention 
of hearing the case at the provincial capital 
having been abandoned on account of the 
risk attending the transmission thither of 
the prisoners, by reason of the large num- 
ber of Ts‘ai Ta’s adherents. At the trial 
a certain Ch‘en Hsin-chu admitted having 
shot two men, and others of the pmsoners 
confessed to various degrees of participa- 
tion in the affair. Ts‘ai Ta would only 
acknowledge having mustered the peo- 
ple and supplied them with weapons, but 
the evidence of a number of eye-witnesses 
proved beyond a doubt that he had been 
first and foremost in calling the people to- 
gether with gongs and leading them on to 
the attack in the whole affair. 

The case was reviewed by memorialist 
assisted by the Acting Judicial Commis- 
sioner but no new facts were elicited. The 
stututory punishment incurred by Ts‘ai Ta 
is that of decapitation, and though he 
obstinately refuses to admit all the charges 
brought against him, memorialist has 
satished himself by enquiries made on the 
spot when he had occasion to visit the 
neighbourhood last year, that they are 
fully borne out by the facts. He has 
therefore drawn up an indictment based 
on the depositions of all the witnesses 
which he now submits for His Majesty’s 
decision. The other criminal, Ch’en 
Hsin-chu, is hable to decapitation after 
the autumn assize, without benefit of 
extenuating circumstances. Though their 
crimes were committed before the recent 
Act of Amnesty, yet in view of the gravity of 
their offence neither of the prisoners comes 
within its scope. Memorialist observes 
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that the feud between the mhuabitants of 
the Shunchang district and the Kiangsi men 
is of long-standing, and has never yet 
been put a stop to. The local authorities 
have always shown a lack of severity in 
dealing with disorders of this nature, the 
result being that the people have become 
utterly lawless and devoid of all sense of 
fear. In the summer of last year tle 
Kiangsi men mustered with flags, etc., 
openly avowing their intention of avenging 
themselves on the people of the place, their 
organisation partaking to a certain extent of 
atreasonable nature. Life and property were 
destroyed, and over 100 of the ringleaders 
and others have already been executed. 
Now that 15 of the Kiangsi men have been 
killed without the forfeit of a single life 
having been paid, memorialist fears they 
may bear this in mind and create further 
trouble when their numbers are recruited 
at the approaching tea season. For these 
reasons he requests that an example may 
be made by the execution of these two 
lawless ruffans Ts‘ai Ta and Ch‘en Hsin- 
chu. The other rioters 14 in number are 
liable to various minor degrees of punish- 
ment, which they escape under the recent 
Amnesty.— Reseript : Let the Board of 
Punishments report hereon forthiith. 


APPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF SERVICES 
OF AN OFFICER. 


The Governor of Formosa applies for 
permission to retain the services of Tou 
Ju-t‘'ien, who has been appointed to the 
Brigadier-General’s command at Ch‘uchou 
in Chékiang. This officer has been stationed 
since September 1888 at Kelung, which 
according to memorialist is the key of the 
whole island. The fortifications there are 
still in an imcomplete state, and for this 
reason in particular any change of officer 
would be inexpedient just at present. Me- 
morial therefore begs that Tou Ju-t‘ien 
may be permitted to defer proceeding to 
his new command, and allowed to remain 
in Formosa, so that memorialist may not 
be deprived of his valuable assistance in 
connection with works of defence.—Sanc- 
tioned by rescript. 

AN OFFICER DEGRADED FOR COWARDICE, 

The Governor-General at Foochow re- 
ports that the Governor of Formosa has 
referred to him the case of Weng Hsi, a 
Major in the northern division in Formosa. 
This officer was applied to by the Magistrate 
of Hsinchu to undertake the pursuit and 
capture of some robbers who had plundered 
an opium shop in the city. As he was afraid 
to go, the Magistrate sent his own police, 
who with the assistance of the local gentry, 
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succeeded in capturing the thieves and re- 
covering the plunder. Whereupon the Major 
fraudulently reported that he had assisted 
in the exploit. For this disgracefully pusil- 
lanimous conduct memorialist requests 
that he be degraded to the rank of captain. 
—Sanctioned by Rescript. 
APPOINTMENTS, 


A decree appointing Fu K‘un to the post 
of Chamberlain, 

Sundry decrees with reference to the 
custody of the seals of certain departments 
inthe Palace. The high officers designated 
are severally to carry about their persons 
the keys of the respective seals. 

CRUISE ON COAST OF KUANGIUNG. 


The Acting Brigadier General of the 
Chieh-shih naval command in Kuangtung, 
Liu Jung-fu. the noted leader of the Black 
Flags, reports the termination of one of 
his periodical cruises up and down the 
coast, where he found everything quiet. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS 
IN CHEKIANG, 


The Governor of Chékiang reports various 
charitable donations towards relief of the 
distress caused in his province by the inun- 
dations of last year. A number of gentle- 
men, natives of the province, have sub- 
scribed amounts of Tls. 1,000 or upwards 
in accordance with the wishes of one or 
both of their parents, in whose honour the 
Emperor consequently sanctions the erec- 
tion of various memorial arches. 


April Ist. 


COURT CIRCULAR. 

The Grand Secretary Hsii, and the Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue are 
appointed to superintend the reconstruc- 
tion of the T‘ai Ho gate and adjacent store 
rooms, destroyed last year by the fire in 
the Palace. 


2nd April. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF AN 
OFFICER PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 

In accordance with a decree published 
last year authorising the high provincial 
authorities to bring to the notice of the 
Throne the case of any officer who appeared 
to have been unjustly degraded, the Viceroy 
at Foochow submits an application on 
behalf of a colonel named Yiian Ming-sheng, 
who was cashiered some four years ago, at 
the instance of the Military Commissioner 
Chang Pei-lun for an alleged attempt to 
enlist the favour of his superior officer by a 
present of money. According to the account 
given by Yuan Ming-sheng, he had been 
entrusted with a sum of Tls. 800 for carry- 
ing out certain repairs to the barracks, of 
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which amount Tls. 100 were temporarily 
appropriated by his commanding officer for 
other building purposes. <A private who 
had been dismissed the service for a 
serious breach of discipline, in revenge, 
anonymously accused him of bribery, 
whereupon he was denounced by Chang 
Pei-lun. As the affair occurred previous 
to meniorialist’s tenure of office he had no 
means of judging whether the colonel had 
been unjustly punished or not, and there- 
fore refused to entertain his application. 
From information subsequently received it 
appeared, however, that Chang Pei-lun’s 
denunciation had been based solely on the 
anonymous charge above-mentioned, and 
that he had never enquired intothetruth of 
the allegations madeinit. Thistallied exactly 
witb the officer's own account, and it must 
In common fairness be admitted that it 
would seem as if there has been a certain 
ainount of injustice in the case. Memo- 
rialist consequently directed further en- 
quiries to be made, which contirmed this 
aspect of the matter. The ofticer in ques- 
tion being in every way fit for service His 
Majesty is requested to decide whether he 
may be permitted to proceed to Peking to 
be presented in audience by the Board of 
War.— Sanctioned by Rescript, 


8rd April. 
The Court Circular announces that the 


Emperor will start for the Kastern Tombs 
to-morrow morning at 5 o'clock. 


ALLEGED KIDNAPPING OF WOMEN AND 
GIRLS IN ANHUI. 


Some time ago the Acting Governor- 
General of Hunan and Hupeh in a memorial 
to the Throne dealing with the system of 
kidnapping women and girls for sale that 
had sprung up in his province, asserted 
that the horrible practice was equally pre- 
valent in Anhui and the adjacent country, 
and that women and girls were frequently 
abducted by force and taken to Shanghai 
and other places to be sold, the individuals 
pronecwis this nefarious traffic being 

nown by the name of ‘‘ White ants.” The 
Board of Punishments was accordingly 
directed to call upon the Governor of Anhui 
for a report on the subject. 

Memorialist prefaces his report by observ- 
ing that the existence of haunts of vice and 
dissipation where immorality is shelteied 
for the sake of gain, and of individuals of 
the class known as ‘‘ White ants” is 
a@ very great moral and social evil. 
The people of Anhui, though poor and 
simple in their habits, are of a firm and 
robust yet fairly tractable disposition in 
the northern parts of the province, whilst 
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in the southern districts they are equally 
peaceable and industrious. In the neigh- 
bourhood of Wuhu, however, which is 
thickly populated and where Chinese and 
foreigners dwell promiscuously together, it 
is almost impossible to prevent the exist- 
ence of depravity and immorality, though 
even there cases of women and girls being 
led astray and forcibly kidnapped are of 
no frequent occurrence. The Judicial Com- 
missioner, who was directed to make en- 
quiries throughout the province, reports 
that he has found no signs of the existence 
of brothels or of any individuals of the 
class known as ‘‘ white ants.” Memorialist 
will nevertheless exercise a strict super- 
vision over his subordinates, instituting 
secret enquiries from time to time and 
making genuine efforts to suppress any- 
thing of the’ sort; in the event of such 
cases occurring they will be immediately 
punished with the utmost rigour of the 
law. Proclamations to this effect will be 
widely posted, so that the people, constrain- 
ed by the law and influenced by its terrors, 
may be morally reformed and led into the 
paths of virtue. 


EULOGIUM ON A DECEASED MAGISTRATE. 


The Governor of Anhui submits the 
claims of P‘an Chih, who held office as 
magistrate of the Hsit-yi district in that 
province, in the early part of the reign of 
T‘ung Chih, to have his biography enrolled 
among the records of the State Historio- 
grapher’s Department. This officer after 
serving with distinction for some time in 
the army was recommended for the post 
of acting magistrate of the Hsii-yi 
district. Honest and incorruptible in 
office, he speedily succeeded in winning 
the affections of the people by the excel- 
lence of his administration. After the 
rebellion, when the population had been 
decimated and the fields were lying waste, 
he supplied the inhabitants with cattle and 
seed, and obtained for them a postponement 
of taxation till the country had somewhat 
recovered from the effects of the war. When- 
ever troops or official messengers passed 
through his district he provided abundance 
of forage beforehand so that the inhabitants 
should not be molested by them. He was 
ever mindful of the claims of education 
and in his leisure hours visited the village 
fathers discussing with them questions of 
agriculture and similar topics, and incul- 
cating filial piety and affection. Under his 
fostering influence all civil and criminal 
cases were promptly disposed of, and no 
complaints were ever made as to his dis- 
pensation of justice. During his five years’ 





tenure of office, he daily made the rounds of 
the strects and market places, summer and 
winter alike, till at length his arduous 
exertions brought him to a bed of sickness 
and he died shortly after vacating his post 
in 1867. On the day of his funeral the in- 
habitants followed the coffin to the grave 
with loud weeping, and the bearers would 
take no payment for their services. This hap- 
pened more than twenty yearsago. Yet the 
loving remembrance of his former virtues is 
still fresh in the minds of the people, who 
have now submitted a joint representation 
setting forth the administrative virtues of 
the deceased officer, and urging his claims 
to have his record enrolled in the State 
Historiographer’s Office. —Sanctioned by re- 
serupt. 


TEMPLE IN HONOUR OF SHAN-CH‘ING, LATE 
TARTAR GENERAL AT FOOCHOW, ' 


After the death of Shan-Ch‘ing, Tartar 
General at Foochow, the posthumous hon- 
ours accorded to a general dying on active 
service were bestowed upon him, and the 
Court Historian's Office was ordered to 
compile a biography embracing a full record 
of his military career. Sanction was fur- 
ther given for the erection of memorial 
temples in Anhui and other provinces 
which had been the scene of his achieve- 
ments. The Governor of Anhui whilst 
reporting that the necessary funds for the 
erection of a memorial temple in that pro- 
vince have now been subscribed and a site 
purchased at Anch‘ing Fu, the provincial 
capital, begs that it may be included among 
the imperially authorised temples, and 
sacrifices offered there every spring and 
autumn by. the local officials.—Sanctioned 
by rescript. 


4th and 5th April. 
SUPPLICATIONS PRESENTED TO THE EMPEROR 
BY THE ROADSIDE. 


A decree commands that tio indivi- 
duals, aman and a woman, who have pre- 
sented supplications to His Majesty by the 
roadside be handed over to the camp de- 
partment of the Board of Punishments for 
rigorous interrogation. 


REMISSION OF LAND-TAX ALONG EMPEROR’S 
ROUTE TO EASTERN TOMBS, 


A decree ordaining the remission of 
3;LOths of the land-tax. for the current 
year, in the districts of Tahsing, T‘ung- 
chow, Sanho, Chichow, and Tsunhua, which 
are to be traversed during the Imperial 
progress to the Toinbs. 
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APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO OFFICERS 
ENGAGED IN BUILDING OPERATIONS IN 
TURKESTAN. 


The Governor of Turkestan having in 
1887 addressed the Throne soliciting re- 
wards for the civil and military officers who 
had rendered special services in connection 
with the building of city-walls, public offices, 
etc., that has been going on in the various 
cities of the New Dominion since 1883, His 
Majesty commanded that lists of those who 
had more particularly distinguished them- 
selves be submitted to the Thorne. The 
preparation of these lists was left by the 
Governor to his successor Wei Kuang-tao,. 
the present Acting Governor, who in for- 
warding them states that up to the date of the 
Governor’s report city walls had been built 
at the following places, viz :—in Northern 
Turkestan, at Kucheng, Hami, Turfan, and 
Sui-lai; and in Southern Turkestan or 
Kashgaria, at Karashar, Kuché, Aksu, 
Ush, Maralbashi, Kashgar, Yingeshar, 
Yarkand and Ho-t‘ien, besides a number of 
public offices. Since then building has been 
going on at Ch‘angchi and Kurkara Usu, 
military yaméns being also erected at 
Kashgar and Aksu, and magistrates’ yaméns 
at Tihua, Yehch‘eng and Ch‘it‘ai, Simul- 
taneously with these works a number of sub- 
ordinate officers’ quarters, granaries, gaols, 
&c., were also putup. During the last five 
years memorialist has given his unremitting 
attention to the works in progress, and has 
received the most cordial assistance from his 
subordinates, whose energy is much to be 
commended. Owing to the scarcity of 
population since the rebellion, labour is 
dear, the daily hire of a workman amount- 
ing to two or three mace per diem. Jn order, 
therefore, to avoid unnecessary expense and 
ensure the early completion of the works, 
they have been carried out entirely by the 
troops, at half the cost of native labour. 
Considering the difficulties under which 
the officials concerned have necessarily 
laboured, dealing with new conditions and 
without precedents to guide them they all 
desorve the highest credit for the success 
with which their efforts have been crowned. 
Memorialist therefore submits a carefully 
revised list of the names of those who have 
been longest employed, or who have more 
particularly distinguished themselves in the 
progress of the works.—Rescript.—Let the 
Board concerned consider and report hereon. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO THREE HIGH 
MILITARY OFFICERS IN TURKESTAN. 

Ip a postscript memorial the same officer 

submits simuarly the names of T‘an Shang- 

ta, the commander in chief of Kashgar, 
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Tung Fu-hsiang, Brigadier General of Aksu, 
and Chang Chiin, Brigadier General at Ili. 

In view of the high position .of these 
officers, memorialist leaves it to His Majesty 
to decide as to the superior form of re- 


wards they may be entitled to receive.— 
Noted. 


A MILITARY OFFICER CASHIERED. 


The Acting Viceroy of the Yiinkuei 
provinces applies for His Majesty’s sanction 
to cashierand bringto trial an officer, Huang 
Tien-hsi, of the rank of Major, who has been 
accused by a woman named Huang ofcausing 
the death of her daughter by an abuse of 
authority.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI AT P‘UERH FU. 


The Acting Viceroy of the Yiinkuei 
provinces memorialises with referenceto the 
appointmentof an officer to fill the important 
frontier post of Taotai of the Yinan circuit 
on the borders of Yiinnan. This official 
is stationed at P‘uerh fu, and has under 
his control 2 prefectures, 2 independent 
sub-prefectures and 1 independent depart- 
ment, as well as the native townships of Che- 
li and Chiuchiang,:His jurisdiction is thus 
of considerable extent, and being moreover 
on the extreme confines of the Empire, 
bordering on Burma, the Shan States and 
Siam (sic), he has most‘important duties to 
perform in connection with the supervision 
and protection of the frontier. It is there- 
fore essential that the officer appointed 
should bea man of intelligence and ability, 
thoroughly conversant with frontier ques- 
tions. These qualifications memorialist 
claims to have found in an expectant Taotai 
named Kuei-lin, who formerly held office 
as Prefect of Talifu, and subsequently of 
Yiinnanfu, and who was rewarded for his 
services against the Lohei aborigines by pro- 
motion to the grade of expectant Taotai.— 
Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 


Gth and 7th April. 
GRATUITY TO IMPERIAL CHAIRBRARERS. 
The Emperor has been pleased to order 
that a gratuity of one tael each should be 
paid from the Privy Purse to the chiair- 
bearers who are employed to carry himself 
and the Empress to the Eastern ‘Tombs. 


SUPPLIANTS BEFORE THE IMPERIAL CHAIR. 


An unusually large number of persons 
with grievances have taken advantage of 
the Imperial visit to the Eastern Tombs to 
present their petitions to the Imperor. 
By a decree published to-day orders are 
given that thirteen such suppliants should 
be handed over to the Department of the 
Board of Punishments which accompanies 
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the Imperial eortége, in order that their 
cases may be strictly investigated. 


DONATIONS TO MILITARY OFFICERS ON GUARD 
AT THE IMPERIAL HALTING PLACES en 
voulte TO THE EASTERN TOMBS. 


The Emperor has ordered that half a 
month’s extra pay should be issued to all the 
military officers on guard at the four 
stations where the Imperial procession 
halts on its way to the Eastern Tombs. — 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF OFFICER 
FORMERLY DEGRADED. 


Taking advantage of the late Imperial 
Act of Grace, the Governor of Formosa sub- 
mits a recommendation in favour of Wu 
Kuang-liang, formerly Brigadier General 
in the island, who was degraded some 
two years ago at the Governor’s instance 
for having borrowed money from an officer 
under his command. The Governor still 
considers that his degradation was per- 
fectly just but, having regard to his former 
services, especially those which he rendered 
in opening up Formosa, a letter, it is 
suggested, might be given to him to autho- 
rise hise introduction at coutt where he 
might await the Emperor’s commands.— 
Granted by rescript. 


REPAIRS TO WATERWAYS IN CONNECTION 
WITH THE GRAIN TRANSPORT, 


The Director-General] of the grain trans- 
port submits a statement of certain repairs 
which he wishes to effect to waterways con- 
nected with the grain transport of Kiang- 
peh, the expense of which is to be defrayed 
from the Treasuries of the Grain Intendants 
in Kiangnan and Kiangsu. While on his 
way to his post last winter he personally 
examined the condition of the water com- 
munication in P‘ichou, Such‘ien and other 
places, and found that owing to suspension 
of the grain transport for two years the 
rivers In Kiangpeh had been neglected and 
wllowed to silt up. The memorialist him- 
self is well acquainted with the condition 
of the country, having for several years 
been Grain Intendant in Kiangnan, and he 
considers it essential that no time should 
be lost in taking in hand the most pressing 
part of the work. The great difficulty he 
has to contend with is the want of funds, 
The grain tribute from Kiangsu goes by 
the sea route and as no. contribution 
can be expected from that province, all 
lie has to rely upon is the Tls. 20,000 
allotted from the Kiangnan exchequer, 
which is quite insufficient to ensure the 
coinpletion of the necessary work. ’ 
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8th and 9th April. 


GOVERNMENT POSTAL SERVICE TAMPERING 
WITH OFFICIAL MESSAGE, 


The Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal acknowledges the receipt of a com- 
munication from the Grand Council in 
which he is informed that an Imperial 
Decree has been issued respecting certain 
documents forwarded by Imperial courier 
from Foochow, and which were tampered 
with in the course of transmission. These 
documents, of which the Superintendent 
now sends duplicates, consisted of a memo- 
rial in which the construction of the steel 
belted ship Zwmgwet was reported to the 
Throne, a list of the crew, wages and esti- 
mated current expenses of the ship, and 
two sub-memorials, one of which had re- 
ference to the appointment of an assistant 
in the arsenal, and the other to the tempo- 
rary increase of the staff in connection with 
the dockyard. The memorialist himself 
superintended the doing up and sealing of 
the documents and duly transmitted them 
to the office of the Imperial Government 
Postal Service. As soon as he learned that 
the boards in which they were enclosed 
had been taken off and other doguments 
substituted, he and the Viceroy both gave 
orders that a strict investigation should be 
made along the whole route, and he is now 
forwarding the duplicates at the rate of 400 
lia day. 


APPOINTMENT OF A MANAGER IN 
FOOCHOW ARSENAL, 


On the death, three years ago, of the 
Taotai Wu Chung-hsiang, who was manager 
of the Foochow Arsenal, Wang Sung-ch‘én, 
head of the correspondence department, was 
entrusted with the duties of manager in 
addition to his other functions. This arran- 
gement has worked satisfactorily for three 
years, but owing to the great increase of the 
correspondence the Superintendent thinks 
it essential that the two offices should be 
again separated, and that competent persons 
should be appointed to discharge the duties 
ofeach. He, therefore, proposes that Wang 
Sung-ch ‘én should resume his former duties 
as chief secretary, and that a Prefect named 
Yang Ting-ch‘uan, a man of ability and 
reliable character, should be appointed to 
the post of manager. Hescript.—Noted. 


CONSTRUCTION OF STONE DOCK AT FOOCHOW, 


A little over two years ago the Superin- 
tendent of the Foochow Arsenal obtained 
sanction for the construction of a stone 
dock. At the commencement of the under- 
taking several hundreds of workmen were 
employed daily in making excavations, and 
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as they were continually obliged to hasten 
on the work when the tide permitted, 
the Superintendent considered it necessary 
to appoint two Inspectors at a salary of 
Tis. 30 and Tis. 20 respectively per 
month, and two petty military officials at a 
salary of Tls. 6 each per month, to ensure 
honesty and thoroughness, This expendi- 
ture was entered in the annual accounts 
of the Arsenal, but the Board refused to 
sanction it on the ground that the staff of 
the Arsenal had been previously fixed; and 
that if any additional superintendence was 
required, it might have been performed 
either by some of the officials at the Arsenal 
whose duties were comparatively light or 
by members of the staff of the old dock for 
which the present one was being substi- 
tuted. The memorialist wrote to the 
Board giving the reasons why such a com- 
bination of duties was impossible, and re- 
ceived a reply to the effect that if his staff 
was insufficient for the duties imposed on 
it, he ought to have explained this fully to 
the throne and obtained sanction for the 
engagement of the additional men. At this 
stage of the case.the Board could not act upon 
a mere despatch from the Superintendent. 
The memorialist states that he has always 
made it his endeavour to keep down expendi- 
ture. The work, however, connected withthe 
new dock was of great magnitude and the 
place itself was situated more than three li 
from the Arsenal. The old dock hands were 
kept daily employed, and the staff at the 
Arsenal had been so reduced by the Board 
that it was barely sufficient to carry on 
the work of the establishment. Under 
these circumstances he requested sanction 
for the expenditure entailed by the employ- 
ment of the additional staff, which on the 
completion of the dock would either be 
dispensed with or retained as circuinstances 
rendered necessary.—Referred to the con- 
sideration of the Buard. 


10th and Lith April. 


PIRACY AND CRIME IN THE PROVINCE OF 
KUANGTUNG, MEASURES ADOPTED FOR 
ITS REPRESSION. 


The Viceroy at Canton remarks that the 
three districts of Nan-hai, P‘an-yti and 
Hsunté, which comprise the Prefecture of 
Canton, have always been notorious for 
piracy and other crimes. When in need of 
supplies the marauders make their raids in 
crowds of boats, and when they have seized 
their spoil hoist their sails and make their 
escape. They resist any attempts made by 
the Imperial troops to capture them, and 
often resort to bloodshed and murder. 
They have established regularly organised 
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societies, and levy blackmail at stated per- 
iods on all the trading classes of the com- 
munity. If their demands are in the least 
resented they have recourse to arson or 
pillage. The whole circumstances connect- 
ed with piracy and the support which it 
receives from the ill-disposed among the 
gentry have been so fully and clearly set forth 
at different times by memorialist’s prede- 
cessor, Chang Chih-tung, that it is unnecess- 
ary to dwell further upon them at present. 
Last autumn additional boats were equipped 
for service against the pirates, and the pre- 
ventive service in the three districts above 
alluded to was placed under the control of 
Captain Huang Chin-fu. The memorialist 
during his previous tenure of office at Can- 
ton had ample opportunity of learning the 
havoc wrought by pirates, and since he 
took up his present appointment, he made 
searching enquiries on the subject, the 
result of which has been to convince him 
that the repression of this form of crime is 
the most important question awaiting solu- 
tion at the present moment. For this pur- 
pose he considered it essential to select a 
thoroughly competent oflicertotakesupreme 
command over the whole preventive ser- 
vice, and his choice has faJlen upon Fang 
Yao, the naval Commander-in-chief station- 
ed at the Bogue, and who, from long ex- 
perience, is intimately acquainted with all 
the water-ways of the province. Fang Yao 
entered upon his new duties towards the 
end of last year, and up to the date of 
writing he and his staff had succeeded in 
capturing no less than 75 pirates, 46 of 
whom being old offenders suffered summary 
decapitation. The practice of levying black- 
mail has been put an end to, and supplies 
being thus cut off piracy has ceased to be a pro- 
fitable occupation, and attracts fewer adher- 
ents. Memorialist has received a despatch 
from the Board instructing him to withdraw 
a number of the vessels employed in this 
service, but, in order to guard against a 
revival of piracy in its former proportions, 
he proposes to retain 600 members of the 
crews to ensure continuance of the preven- 
tive work. 


REWARD FOR GOOD SERVICE TO THE HOPPO 
OF CANTON. 


The present Hoppo at Canton, Chang- 
yu, has been in office for more than two 
years, during which time his administration 
of the Customs has been attended with 
great success. In addition to making all 
the usual remittances he forwarded during 
his first year of office a further sum of Tls. 
45,340, while last year he supplied a similar 
extra remittance of Ts. 45,380, making in 
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all Tls. 90,720. Besides the above he sub- 
scribed Tls. 10,000 for the assistance of the 
suffering caused by the breach at Chéng- 
chou, ‘Ils. 500 and Tis. 600 for the relief 
of the distress in Kiangsu and Shantuny 
respectively, and, in response to a telegram 
received from the Board, furnished from the 
Customs Revenue Tis. 1,095,000 to meet 
the pressing necessity connected with the 
repair of the breach at Chéngchou. He 
has dealt with all international questions in 
a conciliatory spirit ;and in accordance with 
the precedent established in the case of 
several of his predecessors, the Viceroy 
sugyests that favourable notice should be 
taken of his serviceg by the Throne.—By 
the escript attached to this memorial 
Chiang-yu is appointed an expectent Di- 
rector of one of the three courts attached 
to the Household Department. . 


12th April. 
APPEALS TO THE EMPEROR. 


A Decree consigning to the camp depart- 
ment of the Board of Punishments, for 
rigorous interrogation, ten individuals, 
among them a priest and three women, who 
have presented petitions to his Majesty. 


ie es Cti=t ——s 


INSPECTION OF GINSENG-PRODUCING DIS- 
TRICTS IN MANCHURIA. , 


The Military Governor of Kirin reports 
that the regulation quarterly inspections of 
the ginseng-producing districts in the neigh- 
bourhood of Kirin, Ninguta, Sansing, and 
Altch‘ukha, have been duly held at the 
appointed seasons, and that no cases of 
illicit gathering of the root have occurred 
during the past year. 


RETURNS ON LIVE STOCK ANI) HOUSE 
PROPERTY DUTIES IN PEKING. 


The Superintendent of the Customs 
Collectorate of the Left Wing of the Peking: 
Banner, who is charged with the collection 
of Live-stock and House-property duty in 
the capital, reports the result of his admin- 
istration for the year ending 2nd March 
last. The amount levied upon cattle has 
been Tis. 20,602.15 and the duties on 
house-property came to Tls. 2,158.68. The 


‘ standard amount that should be collected 


under the head of duty on live-stock is 
Tls. 10,008, which, deducted from the 
former item, leaves Tls. 10,594.15. Out 
of this the sum of Tls. 6,145.24 was expended 
on fodder, etc., for sacrificial animals, office 
and other expenses, leaving Tls. 4.448.91 
towards the regulation ‘supplementary 
amount,” which, however, is fixed at Tls. 


18,000. This deficit of Tls. 13,551.09 is 
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due, the Superintendent of Customs states, 
to the small numbers of live-stock kept of 
late years in Mongolia, Manchuria, etc., and 
Jast year in particular on account of the in- 
undations in various parts of the country. 
Dealers have also experienced difficulty in 
finding a ready sale for their cattle, and 
this, coupled with the great difference be- 
tween the value of silver and the price of 
fodder in Peking and in the country, has 
prevented their showing any great enter- 
prise in the trade. The remission of duty 
on cavalry mounts, and the prohibition 
against the marketing of horses in Peking, 
issued some years ago at the instance of the 
Board of War, have also tended to diminish 
the receipts under this head. By an Im- 
perial Decree issued in 1853 the Super- 
intendents of Customs were required to 
levy the full. regulation amount of duties 
instead of paying over only so much as 
they had been able to collect, but in 
the event of a deficit which could be 
shewn to have been unavoidable, report 
was to be made accordingly by the Super- 
intendents when submitting their ac- 
counts on the expiry of their year of office, 
when the case would be considered by the 
. Board of Revenue and referred to the 
decision of His Majesty. Memorialist’s 
term of office having now expired, he will 
of course make good the deficit of Tls. 
13,551.09, for the collection of which he is 
answerable. In conclusion he appends 
details showing a balance in hand of Tis. 
3,231 odd under the head of supplementary 
or regulation excess account, and solicits 
His Majesty’s instructions as to the disposal 
of this sum.—Lteseript already recorded. 


AYPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF SERVICES 
OF TELEGRAPH OFFICIAL. 


The Viceroy at Canton applies for sanc- 
tion to retain for service in the province a 
major named Wu Shih-ch‘ing, at present 
employed in the Telegraph Office at Oh‘in- 
chow. On the introduction of telégraphs 
this officer was transferred to the Canton 
province and charged with the transmission 
of military messages, in which post he 
acquitted himself most creditably. He 
also rendered good service in the operations 
‘against the aborigines of Hainan. There is 
a great demand for officers throughout the 
province, and as in the course of his con- 
nection with the telegraph service he has 
acquired a thorough knowledge of local con- 
ditions, menorialist submits that his 
retention for further service in Kuangtung 
would be both desirable and expedient.— 
Sanctioned by Rescript, 
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13th April. 
SUPPLIANTS TO HIS MAJESTY. 


Two Decrees commanding that a number 
of individuals who have presented supplica- 
tions to His Majesty by the roadway be 
taken in hand by the Board of Punishments. 


FURTHER GRATUITIES TO IMPERIAL CHAIR 
BEARERS, 


A Decree ordaining that an ingot of 
silver of one tael’s weight be given from 
the Treasury of the Privy Purse to each of 
the chair-bearers in attendance upon His 
Majesty and the Empress-Duwager during 
the recent Imperial journey. , 
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RETURNS OF LIVE STOCK AND HOUSE 
PROPERTY DUTIES IN PEKINO. 


The superintendent of the Customs Col- 
lectorate for the western division of Peking 
reports that during the year ending 2nd 
March last the regulation fixed amount of 
duties on Live Stock and House Property 
has been collected in full, but that there is 
a deficit in the collection under the head of 
supplementary levy. His receipts came 
to Tls. 19,084 odd, and his disbursements 
Tls. 17,938 odd, leaving a balance of Tis. 
1,145 towards the supplementary amount. 
As this, however, is fixed at Tls. 7,321, 
there appears a deficit under this head of 
Tis. 6,176, which memorialist attributes to 
the stagnation in the cattle-trade consequent 
on the distress caused by. inundation in 
the metropolitan proyince, and to an epi- 
demic that attacked the herds of swine last 
winter ; partly also to the difference in the 
value of silver in Peking and in the country, 
which made dealers hesitate about bringing 
their animals in for sale. 


CASE OF PARRICIDE BY A LUNATIC. 


The High Authorities of the Manchurian 
province of Féng Tien, in a joint memoria,1 
submit the result of the trial of a lunatic 
named Lu Yang-ch‘un for the murder of 
his father. The criminal was a native of 
the province of Chilli, whence he had 
migrated to the Féng-hua district, working 
there as a labourer and living with his 
father on a footing of filial obedience. His 
madness first showed itself in May, 1889, 
but as the attacks were intermittent and 
he was quite harmless his relations and 
neighboursrefrained from making thereport 
prescribed by law to the district authorities, 
and he was never placed under restraint. 
Coming home from his work one day, he 
met his father on the road, and they pro- 
ceeded on their way together, when the 
son was suddenly seized with an access of 
madness and began to leap and dance 
about in the road. In order to prevent 
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any public disturbance, the father called 
upon him to leave off and come home, 
whereupon the madman, unconscious of 
what he was doing, attacked his father 
with a stick, hitting him over the head and 
face, und knocking him down by a blow on 
the back of the head, from the effects of 
which he died shortly after. Hearing the 
father’s cries for help a villager came to 
the rescue, and the madman was eventually 
secured and brought before the district 
Magistrate. Here he behaved and spoke 
in such a senseless way, his language being 
quite incoherent, that a doctor was called 
to examine into his condition. He was 
pronounced insane, and was ordered to be 
placed under medical treatment. On his 
recovery he was removed to the provincial 
capital for trial before the superior authori- 


ties. Here all the facts were fully 
established, and the criminal unreser- 
vedly confessed to the commission of 


the murder, it being ascertained further 
that his lunacy was not feigned. In con- 
formity with the statute relating to parri- 
cide he has been sentenced to suffer death 
by the lingering process ; and as the scene 
of the murder is upwards of 300 li distant 
from the place of tinal trial, the execution 
will be carried into effect, in accordance 
with the provisions of the law, at the pro- 
vincial capital itself, the head of the parri- 
cide being forwarded to thescene of thecrime 
to be exposed as a public warning. His 
brother and the neighbouring villagers who 
neglected the duty imposed on them by 
law of making report of the lunatic’s con- 
dition to the district authority have been 
sentenced to undergo the prescribed penalty 
of 100 blows.—Referred io the Board of 
Punishments. 
A BANISHED OFFICIAL ALLOWED TO RETURN. 
The High Authorities of the Amur pro- 
vince represent that Liu Tao-tsung, who was 
banished to the Amur in 1880 for having 
permitted the massacre of certain prisoners 
by the troops under his command, has 
during the years that have elapsed since 
then been filled with the deepest remorse, 
and has striven to make atonement for his 
former misdeeds. Some three years ago, 
having applied to be allowed to return from 
exile, he was commanded to prefer his 
request again after the lapse of three years. 
The prescribed term expired on the Ist 
February, 1890, and during this period 
Liu Tao-tsung has attended to his dutics 
with increased diligence, and has strenuous- 
ly endeavoured to amend his ways. Memor- 
lalists therefore again solicit on his behalf 
permission to return from banishment.— 
Sanctiuned by Rescript. 
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14th April. 
MALPRACTICES AMONG PROVINCIAL 
GENTRY. 


A Decree censuring the common practice 
among the provincial gentry and literati of 
mixing themselves up in matters of public 
business, and sometimes even bringing 
pressure to bear on the authorities with a 
view to the furtherance of schemes osten- 
sibly for the pubhe good, but in reality 
designed for selfish purposes of their own. 
The Provincial Governments are directed 
to give orders to all subordinate authorities 
to strictly suppress all abuses of the kind, 
denouncing forthwith any individual un- 
scrupulous enough and so devoid of all 
sense of se)f-respect as to repeat the offence 
in spite of these injunctions. It constantly 
happens also that the metropolitan officials 
who have the privilege of addressing 
the Throne on matters affecting their 
native districts, subinit representations 
which on examination prove to be either 
altogether impracticable, or else totally 
unfounded. By Jaw this in itself subjects 
themtoapenalty, besides which they should, 
in matters relating to their own provinces, 
naturally be in a position to obtain the 
very best information, and for this reason 
it is specially incumbeut on them to ascer- 
tain the real facts instead of importuning 
the Throne with haphazard complaints 
which they are unable to substantiate. The 
Board of Civil Office will therefore consider 
and report as to the form of severe penalty 
to be inflicted in cases of this description. 
It rests entirely with the high provincial 
authorities to set an example in their own 
persons to their subordinates, faithfully 
devoting themselves to the task of govern- 
ment, avoiding any show- of favouritism, 
and dealing with all questions that come 
before them in a just and impartial spirit. 
Their subordinates and the gentry class will 
thus have no opportunity of unduly arrogat- 
ingauthority to themselves, whilst those who 
have the right of addressing the Throne 
will find nothing to take exception to. 
His Majesty positively enjoins upon all 
Governors-General and Governors of pro- 
vinces to rouse themselves to activity, 
carefully keeping watch over the conduct of 
the official class, and enabling the people 
to pursue their avocations in peace and 
comfort, that thus the government of the 
country may day by day attain more nearly 
to a state of perfection. Condign punish- 
ment will be meted out to those who con- 
tinue to indulge in the practice of dishonest 
misrepresentation, and pursue the evil ways 
that have hitherto prevailed. 


PUNISHMENT OF A GAOL-WARDEN FOR PER- 
MITTING THE ESCAPE OF A PRISONER, 


A Decree ordering the dismissal of the 
policemaster in charge of the gaol at Shih- 
ch‘iian in the province of Shensi, who is to 
be placed on his trial for having allowed a 
certain criminal to escape. The Governor 
of the province is to satisfy himself as to 
whether or no his escape was connived at 
by the said police-master or his subord- 
inates, and to pass sentence upon them 
accordingly. The district Magistrate of 
Shih Ch‘iian, notwithstanding his assertion 
that he was absent on duty at the time, is 
to be committed to the Board for the deter- 
mination of a penalty, and a limited time 
is to be assigned for the recapture of the 
escaped criminal. 


DEATH OF THE MARQUIS TSENG. 

A Decree.—Tséng Chi-tsé, Junior Vice- 
President of the Board of Revenue, was a 
man of tried capacity and far-seeing mind, 
devoted to his duty and able in the conduct 
of affairs. Commencing his career in the 
ranks of the civil service in the capital, he 
succeeded to the title of Marquis of the first 
class, and was nominated by special Decree 
of His Majesty the late Emperor T‘ung 
Chih expectant of office as a sub-director of 
one of the minor metropolitan Courts, with 
rank of the fourth or fifth degree. After 
Our accession to the Throne he was re- 
peatedly singled out for advancement and 
promoted to high office. Selected for the 
post of Minister abroad he cemented Our 
relations with friendly Powers, and by his 
intimate knowledge of affairs, disposed of all 
questions he had to deal with to Our per- 
fect satisfaction. Ata later period he was 
appointed member of the Tsung-li Yamén 
and attached to the Board of Admiralty, 
in both of which posts he devoted himself to 
the conscientious discharge of his functions. 
Having recently been attacked by a slight 
indisposition, We granted him leave of ab- 
sence from his duty for the benefit of his 
health, and it was Our hope that he would 
speedily become restored, and that We 
might long continue to have the benefit of 
his services, The sudden intelligence of his 
decease has filled Us with profound sorrow. 
As a special act of favour We command that 
the brevet title of Junior Guardian of the 
Heir-Apparent be conferred upon him, 
with the posthumous distinctions usual in 
‘the case of a Vice-President of a Board. 
All the penalties he may have incurred in 
the course of his career are hereby remitted, 
and the proper department will examine the 
regulations and report to Us concerning the 
awards to which he ts posthumously entitled. 
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With regard to his sons, We ordain that 
Tséng Kuang-luan be brought before Us, 
on the expiry of the prescribed period of 
mourning, for presentation in audience, 
and that Tséng Kuang-ch‘uan, a Junior 
Secretary of the Board of War, be awarded 
the rank of Second class Secretary of a 
Board. In this wise may be made manifest 
Our desire to bear in earnest remembrance 
a loyal servant of the Throne. 


CASE OF BIGAMY. 


The Viceroy of Chihli reports the result 
of an enquiry into the case of Chang Han, 
a Secretary by purchase in the Board of 
War, who was denounced and brought to 
trial at the instance of the Prefect of Yung- 
ping Fu under the following circumstances. 
In 1881 the accused was living at Ch‘ien- 
an, his native place, on leave of absence, 
when his wife fell sick and he conceived 
the idea of marrying again. Hearing that 
a certain Tung Wang-ch‘ing had an un- 
married daughter, hegotafriend of hisnamed 
Yen Te-ch‘eng to act as go-between, and 
induced him by a bribe to represent that 
he, Chang Han, wasa widower. The father, 
believing this statement, accepted Chang 
Han’s proposal, the usual betrothal presents 
were sent, and the girl went to live at his 
house, but there were no formal marriage 
or other documents drawn up. For his 
services in the matter Yen Te-ch‘eng re- 
ceived Tls. 100. As soon as the girl dis- 
covered the fraud that had been practised 
she was naturally very indignant, and fre- 
quent quarrels occurred between the pair, 
till one day Chang Han lost his temper, 
and belaboured her over the back with a 
stick, proceeding next to scald her feet with 
boiling water. In consequence of this she 
communicated privately with her father, 
who came and took her away. Chang Han 
having made several unsucessful attempts 
to get her back, finally determined to carry 
her off by force. For this purpose he hired 
a cart and a number of’ men, and having 
loaded the cart with a quantity of swords 
and other weapons the band proceeded to 
the district city, where they put up with 
Yen Te-ch‘eng, and in one of the inns. As 
soon as the District Magistrate heard of this 
he caused Chang Han and Yen Te-ch ‘eng 
to be arrested, whilst at the same time 
Tung Wan-ch‘ing brought his daughter to 
the yamén and laid a formal complaint. 
The parties were eventually released on 
bail, when Chang Jian, being afraid of the 
consequences of his proceedings, took the 
opportunity to abscond. Just before this 
time there occurred the funeral of Her 
late Majesty the Empress-Dowager, when 
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the Magistrate was called upon to provide 
the men and horses required. Chang Han 
not having been invited to co-operate in 
the matter, had proceeded to the Magis- 
trate’s yamén, where he asserted that 
an excessive number of men and horses 
were being requisitioned, and told the 
district headmen that they need not 
supply them. This accusation he subse- 
quently repeated before the Prefect. The 
above facts having been duly reported by 
the district authorities, orders were given 
for Chang Han’s arrest, and he finally 
gave himself up in May, 1888. Under 
the statute relating to attempts at 
coercing the authorities, he is sentenced to 
receive 100 blows with the bamboo, and to 
be banished for three years to a military 
station, the fact of his voluntary surrender 
on the one hand, and on the other that he 
held an official position, having been duly 
taken into consideration.—Referred to the 
Board of Punishments. 
15th April. 

Court Circular. The Board of Ceremonies 

request that a day be fixed for the change 


from winter to summer hats.—Rescript: 
Let it be on the 2nd May. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS FOR SUCCESSFUL 
YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


In accordance with previous sanction, the 
Viceroy of Chihli submits an application 
for rewards to a number of officers who 
in the years 1887-89, distinguished them- 
selves by their successful efforts to prevent 
the occurrence of breaches in the Yellow 
River banks in the Tungming district. 
In consequence of the formation of 
extensive shoals on the Northern side of 
the river, the Southern bank has become 
more exposed to the force of the current, 
and has of late years showed signs of giving 
way in several places. During the spring 
and summer freshets of 1887, the gravest 
fears were entertained, and it was only 
after the disaster at Chéngchou that all 
danger could be considered past. In the fol- 
lowing summer, during the heavy freshets, 
the embankments trembled with the force 
of the swollen torrent thundering past, and 
work had to be carried on night and day to 
prevent their being sweptaway. When the 
breach at Chéngchou was finally closed in 
the succeeding winter the whole volume of 
water was compelled to flow to the north- 
ward, and the pressure on the exposed 
surfaces of the groins became something 
tremendous. In the course of the works 
some 200,000 cubic furg of earth were 
excavated and piled on to the embank- 
ments at the weak spots. In 1889 again 


several portions of the embankments 
were in a most dangerous condition, 
and a large number of groins had to be 
repaired or entirely reconstructed, whilst 
at one point a stretch of bank several chang 
in length suddenly collapsed and disaster 
seemed imminent until by dint of unremit- 
ting exertions the danger was averted. These 
services demanded of the officers and men 
engaged qualities is no wise inferior to those 
displayed in time of war, and memorialist 
therefore submits an application for rewards 
to those who more particularly distinguished 
themselves throughout the period in ques- 
tion. Hitherto there have been no river 
works at Ta Ming, and the services of a 
number of officers and men had to be bor- 
rowed for the purpose. These have also 
been included among the lists of those 
whose names are now submitted. —Referred 
to the Board. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO OFFICERS 
ENGAGED AT THE GOLD MINES IN THE 
AMUR PROVINCE. 


In a postscript memorial the Viceroy of 
Chihli applies for the grant of honorary 
distinctions on the highest possible scale to 
an officer named Yao Yii-sung, who has been 
employed at the Moho gold mines im the 
Amur province, and who died recently in 
consequence of over-exertion in the dis- 
charge of his duties. He was formerly em- 
ployed in the Telegraph department at 
Kirin, and rendered eminent services in 
that capacity, for which he has never yet 
received any mention. Another officer in 
the avcountant’s office at the Moho mines 
is also named as being worthy of somo 
form of reward.—Sanctioned by Rescript. 


PRINCE YI RENEWS HIS REQUEST TO BE 
ALLOWED TO RETIRE. 

A further memorial from Tsai Tun (Prince 
Yi), praying that he be allowed to retire 
without a pension, on account of ill-health. 
He was recently granted a month’s leave of 
absence, and though he has now recovered 
to a slight extent, he still suffers pains in 
the back and legs, which prevent his getting 
about. His asthma is no better than before, 
and as his malady seems to preclude all hope 
of a speedy recovery he begs to be allowed 
to vacate his appointment. On no account 
would he venture to lead a life of idle ease, 
and the moment he is able to stand further 
employment he will solicit of His Majesty 
the favour of renewed appointment.—Le- 
script already published. 

ARREARS DUE BY SALT DEPARTMENT 
OF CHILI. 

At the instance of the Imperial House- 

hold Department the Viceroy of Chibli was 
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recently called upon to furnish Tls. 100,000, 
towards the expenses of the Imperial jour- 
ney to the Eastern Tombs out of the arrears 
due by the Ch‘ang Lu Salt Gabelle of Chihli. 
The Salt Commissioner has, however, repre- 
sented to memorialist that as long ago as 
1848 it was found impossible to recover 
from the monoplists the advances of capital 
made to them, and those now engaged in the 
trade object to be saddled with the debts of 
their predecessors. The salt market has been 
considerably hampered of late years by 
natural calamities, so that the arrears are 
now heavier than ever, and the distress of 
the merchants more aggravated than before. 
Every year when the time comes to remit 
the revenue collected, a temporary post- 
ponement has invariably to be applied for, 
and even then the whole amount is only 
got together with great difficulty. If in 
addition the merchants are called on to 
refund the interest on treasury advances, 
the only result will be to reduce them 
to distress without extinguishing the debt. 
This debt, which as a matter of fact 
does not amount to Tls. 100,000, is due 
solely by reason of the merchants being 
in arrears with the payments, and not 
to the money having been retained in 
the Treasury. On former occasions when 
funds have been required for similar Im- 
perial journeys, recourse has been had to 
the expedient of diverting sums from other 
quarters. Under the circumstances it is 
impossible to recover the arrears due by 
the merchants, but memorialist has suc- 
ceeded in raising a sum of Tls. 30,000 of 
which one-half, or Tls. 15,000, is on account 
of arrears, the other half being for interest 
accrued during the present year. The 
balance for this year will be forwarded as 
soon as collected. 


16th April. 
APPUINTMENTS, 


Hsii Yung-i is transferred to the Board 
of Revenue as Junior Vice-President and 
Superintendent of the Coinage Department, 
retaining also his present appointment of 
Junior Vice-President in the Board of 
Punishments, 

Hung Chiin (Minister to Russia, etc.) is 
gazetted Senior Vice-Presidett of the Board 
of War. Until his return Liao Shou-heng 
will hold the appointment in addition to his 
own, 


SURPLUS IN SHAHU K’OU CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 

Heng Shou, the Superintendent of Cus- 
toms at Shahu K‘ou (one of the gates in 
the Great Wall) who reports the expiry of 
his term of ottice leaving him with a surplus 


of Tls. 16,070, is ordered to hand over the 
amount to the Treasury of the Privy Purse. 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO TIEN KUO-CHUN 
JUDGE OF KUEICHOW. 


The Provincial Judge of Kueichow, Tien 
Kuo-chiin, who was recently commanded 
by Imperial Decree to present bimself 
forthwith at Peking for audience, is grant- 
ed a month’s leaves of absence on the 
representation of P‘an Chiin-wen, Acting 
Governor of Shansi, who explains that the 
officer in question has been ill and con- 
sequently unable to travel. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN CHEKIANG. 


A Decree commanding that a District Gaol 
warder at Ch‘ient‘ang in Chékiang be 
brought to trial for allowing a prisoner to 
escape. The Magistrate who pleads his 
absence on duty at the time is ordered to 
be deprived of his official button. 


RESULTS OF TEST EXAMINATIONS IN PEKING. 


A Decree admitting to the privilege of 
competing at the forthcoming examuina- 
tions for the degree of chin shth, about 
to be held in Peking, the provincial 
graduates of the category chit jen, who have 
been grouped after the preliminary test- 
examination, in the following classes viz. :— 
First class 120, second 480, third 635. A 
number of candidates who are placed in 
the fourth class are debarred from the pri- 
vilege of competing at the forthcoming 
examination. One individual is turned 
back until the third, and another unfor- 
tunate until the fourth triennial examina- 
tion from date. 

Another Decree refers to a further batch 
of cht jen graduates from Peking and the 
provinces, who have now qualified for entry 
at the forthcoming competition for the 
degree of chin shih by passing the prelimin- 
ary test-examination. Their numbers are 
as follows :—First class 40, second 120, 
and third 164, 


DEATH OF YU SHAN, GOVERNOR OF SHANSI. 


The acting Treasurer reports the decease 
on the 23rd March last of Yu Shan, Gov- 
ernor of Shansi, and solicits the appoint- 
ment of a successor. As Kuei Chun, who 
was recently appointed Provincial Treasurer, 
has not yet arrived to take up his post, 
memorialist will in the meantime continue 
to discharge the functions of the deceased 
Governor.-—Rescript already published. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF AN OFFICER 
WHO WAS PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 

In accordance with the recent act of 

amnesty the Governor General of Szechuan 

solicits the reinstatement of a District 
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Magistrate named Jao Yii-ling, who was 
cashiered under the following circumstances, 
In 1885 he was favourably mentioned for 
his services in connection with the convey- 
ance of treasure, and recommended for an 
acting appointment. Two years later he 
was appointed Magistrate of the Hsing- 
wen district, a notoriously poor post, 
which he feared would involve him in pecu- 
niary embarrassment. He consequently 
applied for some other acting appointment, 
basing his application on the recommenda- 
tion above mentioned, and for this breach 
of the rules of the service he was sub- 
sequently denounced and cashiered. As 
the offence was not a very serious one and 
there were some grounds for his appli- 
cation, memorialist suggests that he be 
reinstated in his former position,—Sanc- 
tioned by Rescript. 


VISIT OF NATIVE CHIEFTAINS OF SZECHUAN 
TO PEKING. 


Ina joint memorial the Governor-General 
of Szechuan and the Manchu General in chief 
at Ch‘éngtu report the approaching depar- 
ture of the regulation quinquennial mission 
of native chieftains to Peking. The usual 
period of five years having now elapsed 
since the last mission in 1884, memorialists 
gave directions for assembling and despatch- 
ing the contingent of native chieftains 
whose turn it is to proceed to Peking. Some 
of them are, however, too old to bear the 
fatigues of the journey, whilst others, it 
appears, are sick or have business on 
hand which prevents their going away to 
any distance, and these, nine in all, are 
sending as their substitutes the headmen of 
their native villages. Two only are going 
in person, eight others claiming exemption 
on the ground that they have not yet suc- 
ceeded to the chieftainship, have become 
naturalised as Chinese, or for other reasons. 
Memorialists have sent orders for thom to 
assemble at once, due regard being had of 
the distances they have to travel respective- 
ly, when officers will be told off to escort 
them to the capital. In the meantime 
memorialists beg to submit for the informa- 
tion of His Majesty a list giving the names 
and numbers of the party. 


17th April. 
HONOURS TO A DECEASED MILITARY OFFICER, 


In a lengthy Memorial the Viceroy Tseng 
Kuo-ch‘iian relates the career of Yii Chi- 
san, a distinguished lieutenant of the late 
Viceroy Tséng Kuo-fan. The deceased was 
a native of Hunan, and in 1852 volunteered 
for military service in that province. Two 
years later he was transferred to the 





command of a naval brigade, and took part 
in the capture of Yochow, Chiayii and 
other places in Hunan, and subsequently 
in the attack on Kiukiang and cap- 
ture of the rebel camp at Tienchia- 
chen, being ever in the fore-front of 
danger during the hard fighting that 
occurred almost daily. At the siege of 
Wuchang, a place called Nienyiit‘ao formed 
the key of the position and was strongly oc- 
cupied by the combined forces of the rebels, 
the masts of their junks forming a perfect 
forest. The rebels thought themselves 
inexpugnable, but Yii Chi-san suddenly 
appeared in their midst at the head of his 
troops, seized the junksand occupied the posi- 
tion. Communication by the river being thus 
cutoff, reinforcements from without could no 
longer reach the rebels and they began to 
give way. The Imperial forces took advan- 
tage of this to close up their encirclin 

cordon of attack, and the place was oblige 

to surrender. In 1857 Yii Chi-san was 
placed in temporary command of the pro- 
vincial forces, and by his skilful strategy in- 
variably ensured the victory of the Imperial 
arms. In 1858, the Governor of Kuangsi 
applied for his services, but the Viceroy 
Tséng Kuo-fan, under whom he had 
served for a number of years and who recog- 
nised his value, declined to part with 
him. In 1860 he assisted in the defeat 
of the rebel reinforcements at the Hsiao- 
ch‘ih post station and took part in the 
capture of Taihu, investment of An-ch‘ing 
and destruction of the rebel camp at 
Linghu. For his services in the capture 
of Anch‘ing he was rewarded with the title 
of Baturu and placed on the list of Brigade 
Generals. He was next sent to Chihchow 
in Anhui to make reconnaissances of the 
country and occupy the commanding situa- 
tions. In 1862 he again joined the main 
body of the army, and took part in rais- 
ing the siege of Yiihuat‘ai. In 1863 
Ch'ingyang was besieged by the rebel 
leader Huang Wen-chin at the head of over 
100,000 men. Provisions ran short and mat- 
ters were beginning to look desperate, when 
Yii Chi-san came to the rescue and drove 
offthe rebels. In 1866 and 1867, when the 
Ko-lao insurgents were giving trouble at 
Hsiangt‘an, Yii Chi-san dispersed them at 
the head of a body of train-bands only. In 
the following year he was appointed Colonel 
in the Governor-General’s command, and 
later acted as Colonel in the Chiangning 
garrison. In1877 his old wounds broke out a- 
freshandhediedathispost. Inconsideration 
of his distinguished military achievements 
as a lieutenant of the illustrious Tséng Kuo- 
fan, memorialist suggests that a biography 
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of Yi Chi-san, embracing a record of his 
military career, should be enrolled amongst 
the annals of the State Historian’s depart- 
ment, and that his name be associated with 
that of his leader in the temples dedicated 
to the latter, and that libations be similarly 
offered to his memory by the loca] authori- 
ties in spring and autumn.—Rescript issued 
separately. 


NON-ARRIVAL OF AN OFFICER AT HIS POST. 


In a postscript memorial the Governor of 
Kueichow represents that since October, 
1887, when Ma P‘ei-yao, the then Judicial 
Commissioner, was promoted to Kuangsi, 
andLiao Shou-feng, who was to have suc- 
ceeded him, was ordered to Chékiang, Yeli 
Yung-yiian and Ho Liang-cheu have been 
successively appointed to the post, but for 
various reasons did not proceed. In April 
1889 T‘ien Kuo-chiin was gazetted Judicial 
Commissioner, but though nearly a year 
has elapsed since then there is so far no 
news of his arrival in the province. Con- 
sidering the multifarious duties and weighty 
responsibility attaching to the post of Pro- 
vincial Judge, Memorialist requests that 
T‘ien Kuo-chiin may be directed to enter 
upon his duties without further delay. — 
fiescript already published. 


RIVER CONSERVANCY IN KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu represents that 
the Paichieh river in the Chaowén district 
of Soochow Prefecture derives importance 
from the fact that the waters of several 
districts drain into it. As already reported 
a portion of the unexpended balance of 
relief funds was recently appropriated for 
the purpose of deepening the channel 
and thus at the same time providing 
a.means of charitable relief to the 
sufferers by the recent inundations. Orders 
were simultaneously given to collect 
labourers and to proceed at once with the 
execution of the work in sections. The 
officials in charge have since reported that 
the agricultural population of the flooded 
districts responded readily to the call for 
labour, and addressed themselves with 
alacrity to the task. Work on the several 
sections was finally completed in January 
last, and the Prefect of Soochow, who was 
directed to inspect the result, reports that 
the several sections have all been properly 
excavated to a uniform depth and width 
in accordance with the specifications, and 
that the work appeared to have been care- 
fully and honestly executed. The water 
was found to flow freely and without ob- 
struction, as soon as it was admitted into 
the creek. 


HONORARY DEGREES FOR AGED CANDID ATES 
IN KIANGSU. 

The Governor of Kiangsu solicits the 
bestowal of honorary degrees upon a 
number of octogenarian and nonagenarian 
candidates who failed to pass in the exami- 
nation held last autumn for the degree of 
chai-jen. In such cases it is required that 
the candidates on whose behalf application 
is made shall have taken the degree of 
hsiu ts‘ai not less than three examinations 
previously, both regular and special extra 
competitions being allowed -to count. At 
the special examination held last autumn 
in the Kiangnan provinces, in honour of the 
Emperor’s accession, five candidates of 90 
years, and eight of 80 years of age failed to 
pass, but in other respects complied with the 
requirements and are now recouimended 
by memorialist for the customary bestowal 
of honorary degrees.—Leferred to the Board 
of Ceremoisies. 


18th April. 
ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN SHANTUNG., 


The Governor of Shantung reports the 
result of a trial held with reference to the 
escape, from the Penglui district gaol, of 
a criminal lying under sentence of death 
for robberies with violence committed in 
the Haiyang district. On the evening of 
the 13th January, 1889, the gaol warden, 
attended by the prison clerk, went over 
the gaol, and having satisfied himself 
that the fetters by which the prisoner was 
secured were in perfect order, left him 
in charge of the warders and others on 
duty. During the night there was a heavy 
snow-storm, and the watchman took shelter 
in-doors, where he and thegaolers, overcome 
by the lateness of the hour, fell fast asleep. 
The prisoner profited by this opportunity 
to wrench off his fetters, and contrived to 
break through the wooden bars of the 
cage in which he was confined, and, taking 
a door off its hinges, got over the wall and 
so escaped. As soon as the alarm was given 
pursuit was instituted, but in vain. The 
facts. were duly reported by memorialist, 
who was thereupon commanded to bring to 
trial the gaol] warden and his subordinates, 
and ascertain whether the escape of the 
prisoner had been connived at by them in 
consideration of a bribe. Memorialist has 
now satisfied himself that the usual pre- 
cautions were observed in the custody of the 
prisoner, whose escape is to be attributed 
to the momentary negligence of the gavlers, 
and not to any guilty connivance cn their 
part. It only remains, therefore, :o pass 
sentence. The statute provides that in the 
case of any prisoner being allowed te escape 
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through negligence on the part of the 
gavlers, they shall suffer a penalty two 
degrees less than that of the missing pri- 
soner. The penalty to be awarded in the 
aia case to the gaoler is that of 100 

lows and banishment for 3 years, but in 
virtue of the recent Act of Aninesty he will 
on this occasion be allowed to go free. The 
prison clerk and watchman are liable to 80 
blows, which they similarly escape. ‘The 
gaol warder, who has already been stripped 
of his rank, is entitled to be left in office 
to continue his efforts for the re-capture of 
the escaped prisoner ; and should he fail to 
effect this within the assigned limit of 5 
years, he will be further dealt with. The 
Magistrate of Penglui is likewise granted 
a further period of one year for the same 
purpose. 

Referred to the Board of Punishments, 


REWARD APPLIED FOR ON BEHALF OF 
A TELEGRAPH OFFICIAL IN YUNNAN. , 

The Acting Governor General of the Ytin- 
kuel provinces submits an application on 
behalf of an expectant Prefect named Li 
Pi-ch‘ang, previously degraded to the rank 
of Assistant Sub-Prefect, who was sent to 
Yiinnan.and placed in charge of the Tele- 
graph Department there on the recommen- 
dation of the Viceroy of Chihli, by reason of 
hisknowledgeofforeignaffairs. At thetime 
when the Szechuan and Yiinnan telegraph 
lines were being connected, his services 
were most valuable. In May 1887 he was 
sent to enquire into some disturbances in 
the Pichieh district, where the people were 
destroying the telegraph poles, and this 
commission he executed in a most satisfac- 
tory manner. In the following winter he 
was sent on an expedition against the 
Lohei tribe of aborigines, and _ for 
his services in this connection was _ re- 
commended by the late Viceroy Ch‘en Yii- 
ying for re-instatement in his original rank 
without payment of the fees usual in such 
cases. To this. however, the Board of Civil 
Office objected, as the services had not 
been rendered in a military capacity. In 
August, 1888, on the extension of the tele- 
graph line from Peiset‘ing in Kuangsi to 
Mengtsu in Yiinnan via Pozai, the workmen 
sent from Canton were all attacked by 
malaria and were unable to complete the 
work. Li Pi-ch‘ang, taking with him 
some artificers from the Yimnan tele- 
graph department, undertook and carried 
out the work. For this he was again re- 
commended by memorialist, but the Board 
has now once more refused the application 
on the same grounds as before. Memo- 
rialist submits, however, that: under the 
circumstances Li Pi-ch‘ang is fully entitled 
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to be rewarded on the ‘exceptionally 
meritorious services scale.” —Leseript noted. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO CIVILIAN 
OFFICERS ENGAGED IN PACIFICATION OF 
YUNNAN BORDER COUNTRY. 


The Acting Viceroy of the Yiinkuei pro- 
vinces submits a renewed application on 
behalf of the civilian officers who distin- 
guished themselves in the operations of the 
year before last against the Lohei and 
Muka tribes of aborigines in Yiinnan. 
When some tine ago the late Viceroy Ch‘en 
Yu-ying forwarded lists of the more parti- 
cularly deserving of the military and 
civilian officers engaged in the expedition 
in question, rewards were assigned by the 
Board of War to the former class of officers 
onthe scale of specially ineritorious services, 
but in the case of the civilians the Board of 
Civil Office would only grant rewards as 
for ordinary services, and sent memorialist 
a copy of their representation to the 
Throne on the subject, which had been 
approved by His Majesty. Memorialist 
would, however, submit the following rea- 
sons for taking a more favourable view of the 
services rendered by the civilian officers 
in question. The Lohei and Muka abori- 
vines against whom the operations were 
undertaken, dwell among the recesses of 
the mountains and have for years past been 
the bane of the froutier, the difticult nature 
of the country, their poisoned weapons, 
and their numerical strength all combining 
to afford them immunity from attack. The 
capture of each of their fortified strongholds 
presents ditticulties far greater than would-be 
the case with any of the walled cities of Chi- 
na, owing to the overhanging cliffs and sheer 
precipices which haveto be passed and which 
can only be scaled by hand over hand climb- 
ing, so that it is impossible to turn the gun: 
carriages round in order to train the guns in 
the desired direction. The climate more- 
over is pestilential and deadly in the ex- 
treme, so that hardly a day passes without 
some one dying of sickness, and the water 
is so poisonous that it causes the hoofs of 
horses to drop off, and produces ulcers on 
the feet of those whostep intoit. Were it 
not that the oficers engaged in the the opera- 
tions were utterly regardless of their lives, 
it would not have been possible to achieve 
success under such conditions. Within a 
couple of months two districts which for years 
past have been a regular frontier scourge, 
have been reduced to complete subjection 
at the first sound of the drum, so to gay, 
their inhabitants becoming civilised mem- 
bers of the community, with officials, civil 
and military, in authority over them. Under 


these circumstances the services rendered 
by the officers in question are none the 
less meritorious because thé operations 
were not directed against regularly furti- 
fied places. If those who went to almost 
certain death, and by good fortune emerged 
with their lives, are to receive no better 
reward than for services of ordinary 
merit they will certainly consider them- 
selves unjustly treated. Memorialist there- 
fore trusts that His Majesty will sanction 
the grant of rewards as originally requested 
on the scale for services of exceptional 
merit.—Sunctioned by rescript. 
19th April. 

PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 

The Emperor laments the absence of rain 
all through the spring, and intimates his 
intention of proceeding in person on the 
22nd instant to the Ta Kao Tien to offer 
prayers on the subject. Other members of 
the Imperial family will be commissioned 
to make simultaneous supplications at 
various other temples. His Majesty was 
pleased to notice how well the winter wheat 
was looking during his recent visit to the 
Eastern Tombs, but the crops which were 
sown in the spring are suffering severely 
from the prolonged want of rain. 

CAPTURE OF PIRATES AT CANTON. 

For some months past the Canton au- 
thorities have been making active exertions 
to suppress the piracy which is so prevalent 
in the surrounding waters. The coast of the 
Kuangtung province has, it is stated, been 
infested for many years by organised bands 
of pirates, whose ravages have devastated 
the whole country along the seaboard. One 
of the inost notorious of the pirate chiefs, 
Tséng-lu-yii-ch‘iian, who has a long record 
of crime, embracing, plunder, murder, re- 
sistance to the Imperial troops, and in- 
numberable other offences, has at last fallen 
into the hands of the authorities and suffered 
the extreme penalty of the law. With him 
were captured five boats, eight other ring- 
leaders, a great number of confederates, all 
of whom shared his fate, and a vast quantity 
of weapons and ammunition. In response 
to an application from the Viceroy at Can- 
ton the Emperor has been pleased to sanc- 
tion the promotion of nearly a dozen of 
officers whose services contributed to this 
happy result. 

FUNDS FOR THE IMPERIAL VISIT OF THE 

- EASTERN TOMBS. 

The Viceroy at Nanking acknowledges 
the receipt of two communications, one 
from the office of the Gendarmerie and the 
other from the Imperial Household, in 
which he is requested to furnish these de- 
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partments with Tls. 50,000 and Tls. 200,000 
respectively to defray the expenses of the 
Imperial visit to the Eastern Tombs. The 
former office alleged that the Salt Depart- 
ment of the Two Huai was indebted to 
it in a large amount representing the 
accumulations of yearly remittances of in- 
terest which had been discontinued for 
many years past. The Salt Commissioner, 
to whom the matter was referred, admitted 
that under the old system of salt monopoly 
which prevailed before the rebellion, Tls. 
21,600 were furnished annually from his 
department to Peking, but explained that 
since the introduction of warrants under 
which the commodity is sold to all alike 
the Government had been in the habit of 
looking to the Financial Commissioner for 
payment of the interest formerly charged 
to the Salt revenue of the Two Huai. As 
regards the demand made by the Imperial 
Household, there was nothing in the 
Commissioner’s archives to show on what 
grounds it was based. Uuder these cir- 
cumstances the Viceroy had recourse to the 
Financial Commissioner, who collected Tls. 
50,000 from various sources and remitted it 
direct to the Gendarmerie Office at Peking, 
a sum of Tls. 40,000 having been furnished 
at the same time to the Imperial House- 
hold.. 

PROPOSED ADDITIONAL TAXATION UPON 

SALT FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 


Towards the close of last year one of the 
Censors suggested to the Throne that the 
tax upon salt should be increased, and that 
the surplus revenue thus produced should 
be devoted to the relief of distress in the 
Southern provinces. This proposal received 
the sanction of the Throne and was sub- 
mitted to the Viceroy at Nanking for any 
observations which he might wish to make 
upon it. The Viceroy now reports strongly 
against the measure, basing his remarks on 
the statement made to him by the Salt 
Commissioner. Not very long ago an addi- 
tional tax of two cash per catty was imposed 
upon Huai salt to provide for the defence 
of the Yangtze, and the result has been a 
vast increase of smuggling and a correspond- 
Ing diminution in the sale of Government 
salt. Any further addition would cripple 
the trade and seriously diminish the revenue 
receipts. —Rescript: Let the Board of Re- 
venwe take note. 

DONATIONS FOR FAMINE RELIEF BY THE 

MOTHER OF WU TA-CH‘ENG. 

The Viceroy at Nanking dwells at some 
length on the merits and virtues of the 
mother of Wu Ta-ch‘éng who died recently 
at an advanced age in the city of Soochow. 
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Shortly before her death she subscribed 
Tls. 1,000 for charitable objects in her 
native city, and in all her letters she urged 
upon her son the importance of raising 
money for the relief of the distress in 
Kiangsu and Chekiang. Acting upon his 
mother’s advice Wu Ta-ch‘éng remitted the 
following sums to various charitable socie- 
ties :—Tls. 10,000 to the Shanghai Relief 
Committee ; Tls. 15,000 to a similar Com- 
mittee at Soochow; and Tls. 4,500 to a 
charitable society at Nanking. The 
Governor of Kiangsu has already asked that 
the deceased lady should have a monumental 
arch erected to her memory, and the 
Viceroy therefore merely wishes to place 
on record the many good deeds of a lady 
whose life was as simple as her benevolencs 
was great. . In the Rescript appended to thie 
memorial the Emperor specially commends 
Wu Ta-chéng for the faithful manner in 
which he carried out his mother’s benevo- 
lent intention. 
20th April. 
APPOINTMENT TO VACANT POSITION IN 
THE BOARD OF ADMIRALTY. 

By a Decree issued by the Empress- 
Dowager Liu Ming-ch‘uan, the Governor 
of Formosa, has been appointed Assistant 
Director of the Board of Admiralty in 
succession to the Marquis Tséng. 


CHANGE IN THE DIRECTORATE OF THE 
FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 

‘Pei Yin-s8n, Superintendent of the Foo- 
chow Arsenal, who is also Director of the 
Metropolitan Sacrificial Court, has been 
ordered to Peking for duty, the manage- 
ment of the Arsenal having been entrusted 
to the Viceroy at Foochow. 

SERIOUS TROUBLES BETWEEN CHINESE AND 
COREANS ON*THE FRONTIER. 


There is a tract of country known as 
Chiutao Kou situated on the banks of the 
Yalu river which forms the boundary be- 
tween Manchuria and Corea. This district, 
which is about 1,000 72i distant from the 
city of T‘unghua, 1s much frequented by 
Coreans who cross the borders to cut wood. 
Seven years ago a party of six Coreans 
were so engaged when they were dis- 
covered by some natives and their doings 
reported to the local constable, an im- 
migrant from Shantung who had started 
farming in the neighbourhood. The man, 
Hsing Shih-ying by name, a few days later, 
accompanied by two men, one of whom 
was an interpreter, proceeded to the pre- 
fecture of Houch‘ang in Corea, and there 
found two of the delinquents, Han Chén- 
min and P‘u Chén-hung. He imme- 
diately charged them with the offence, 


63 


ee eee ee ——- + 


whereupon a quarrel took place and the 
Coreans being joined by several others, 
he was overpowered and killed. <A report 
of the occurrence reached the T‘unghua 
Magistrate, who wrote to the Corean prefect 
of Houch‘ang and asked him to take 
steps for the apprehension of the criminals. 
The inquest was subsequently held upon the 
body of the murdered man by the Magistrate 
acting in concert with the Corean Pre- 
fect, after which his remains were brought 
over the border to China. His son, who 
happened to be from home at the time of 
his father’s death, lodged frequent com- 
plaints with the Magistrate, and urgent 
applications were made to the Corean au- 
thorities for the arrest of the offenders, 
without any effect. The case remained in 
this position until about three year ago, 
when a number of Chinese wvod cutters, 
with the connivance of some Coreans cross- 
ed into Corean territory, and commenced 
to fell trees. This practice had been 
carried on for some years without restraint, 
but on the present occasion the Prefect 
of Houch‘ang sent a military officer named 
Chin T‘ai-hsing with an interpreter and 
a party of twenty soldiers to demand duty 
from the Chinese upon the wood they had 
cut. The Chinese, however, having pre- 
viously agreed to give the Coreans, who 
invited them across, money and cloth in ex- 
change for the wood, refused payment of 
Customs duty, and in the quarrel which 
ensued the Corean soldiers destroyed 
the wood by hacking it to pieces. The 
wood cutters, incensed. at this, seized the 
military officers, an Assistant Magistrate, 
and the interpreter, bound them and 
carried them across the river into Chinese 
territory, with the intention of hand- 
ing them over to the first guard-house 
and having the dispute arranged. The 
guard, however, being absent, the men 
were carried to the house of Hsing Ko- 
k‘uei, the son of the man who had been 
murdered by the Coreans on the former 
occasion. Asa condition of their release 
he demanded that his father’s murderers 
should be given up, and by way of intimida- 
tion threatened to kill them if his demands 
were not acceded to. They at once wrote 
to the Corean authorities, and the next 
day two Coreans were sent across the 
frontier, one of whom on examination 
by the imprisoned officers confessed to 
having taken part in the murder. The 
Corean officers thereupon handed over the 
man to Hsing K‘o-k‘uei, who seized a 
hatchet and dealt him four or five blows on 
the head, killing him onthe spot. Both 


' he and the Corean officers then proceeded 


————+ 











to the nearest yamén and handed them- 
selves over to the district Magistrate, who 
immediately commenced an investigation 
into the case and released the Coreans. 
The Prefect of Hou-ch‘ang asked the 
Magistrate to join him in holding an in- 
quest on the body of the murdered Corean, 
but as the scene of the occurrence was 
a long way off and the Magistrate had 
other important judicial business to attend 
to at the moment, he sent his assistant 
to take his place at the inquiry. Be- 
fore the investigation was closed the King 
of Corea addressed a remonstrance on the 
subject to the Board of Rites at Peking, 
and asked that the practice of woodcutting 
on the border should be prohibited. Orders 
were issued to the high authorities in 
Manchuria to have the case equitably set- 
tled. The investigation, however, was 
greatly protracted by the absence of the 
witnesses, one of whom was drowned, and 
several others ill or missing. The prin- 
cipal witness examined on the Corean side 
was the military officer, Chiu T‘ai-hsing, 
whose version of the occurrence agreed 
in the main with the feregoing account. 
He admitted that he and his companions 
had been supplied with food and other 
necessaries while they were prisoners in 
the hands of the Chinese, that they had 
suffered no unnecessary humiliation, and 
that he considered the threat of taking their 
lives was merely intended for intimidation. 
He attributed the discrepancies contained 
in the reports of the case furnished by the 
Corean Government to the fact that they 
were based on mere hearsay evidence 
which had reached the Government from a 
long distance. The law on the subject is 
that the murder of a person guilty of a 
crime who offers no resistance to arrest is 
punishable by strangulation after the usual 
period of incarceration, and this is the sen- 
tence which was passed upon Hsing K‘o- 
k‘ui. He is, however, to receive the be- 
nefit of the recent amnesty, and is to be 
pardoned on condition that he contribu- 
tes Tls. 20 towards defraying the funeral 
expenses of the Corean he killed in revenge 
for his father’s murder. The Corean ofti- 
cer, Chin T'ai-hsing, and his colleagues, 
are held to have acted improperly in 
demanding payment of duty upon the wood, 
but having been degraded by their own Gov- 
ernment, they are considered to have been 
sufficiently punished. The Chinese wood- 
cutters made their escape, but steps will 
be taken for their apprehension, and orders 
have been issued to prevent people crossing 
the frontier in future for a similar purpose. 
On the Chinese side of the Yalu River there 
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are at present three settlements of Corean 
squatters, consisting of 530 households, 
numbering over 2,000 souls, all of whom 
the Corean Government are to be asked to 
have moved back at once to their own 
country. 


2ist April. 
FIRES IN KUANGSI. 


Judging from the reports which appear 
in the Gazette, fires occur with greater 
frequency in Kuangsi than in any other 
province. A few weeks ago the Governor 
reported a series of conflagrations which 
had taken place during the early part of 
last winter, and now he encloses a list of 
similar catastrophes, from which it appears 
that 420 households were burnt out in 
different parts of the province during the 
latter half of the winter. 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS IN ANHUI. 
Chang Yo-nien, the Chief Justice of 
Anhui, having been recently promoted to 
be Judicial Commissioner of Kansu, has 
received instructions to start for his new 
post, and as it will be some time before his 
successor, Sung-k‘un, reaches the province, 
the post of Acting Chief Justice is to be 
held in the meantime by Ting-chiin, the 
Intendant of the Anluch‘uho Circuit, who 
is represented as a reliable officer with 
great experience of judicial matters. The 
post of ‘Taotai which he temporarily vacates 
is tu be held by an expectant officer named 
Liu Tso-liang, who displays great intell- 
igence and care in the discharge of his 
duties. 
22nd April. 
[No documents of interest. ] 
23rd April. 
SUBSCRIPTIONS TO FAMINE RELIEF IN 
SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung acknowledges 
the receipt of the following subscriptions 
towards the relief of distress in his pro- 
vince : Tls. 10,000 collected by the Viceroy 
of Szechuan ; Tls. 4,000 subscribed by na- 
tives of Shantung serving as officials in 
Szechuan ; Ts. 1,000 from the Intendant 
of the Ch‘uantung Circuit; Tls. 300 from 
the Prefect of Chungking; Tls. 10,000 
collected by the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Kansu; Tis. 4,000 from the Relief Com- 
mittee in Anhui; Tls. 1,000 from the 
Lieutenant-Governor of Shansi; Tls. 200 
from the Chief Justice of Fukien ; Tls. 300 
from the Superintendent of the Granaries 
in Peking ; Tls. 4,000 from the Governor of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture; Tls. 1,000 
from the acting Governor of Turkestan ; 
and Tls. 7,000 subscribed by the officials 
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in the same province; Tls. 993.4.1 sub- 
scribed by expectant officers on the Chihli 
establishment ; T]s. 500 from certain gentry 
in Kansu; Tls 10,670 collected by Chang 
Yin-huan, late Minister to the United 
States ; $4,000 subscribed by Chinese re- 
sidents in Singapore ; Tls. 6,707.2.3 from 
the Canton Board of Re-organisation ; Tls. 
3,000 from a similar Board in Fukien ; Tis. 
2,000 from two expectant officers in Honan ; 
Tis. 325 being a second subscription from 
Chinese in San Francisco ; Tls. 4,000 from 
a Relief Committee in Honan; Tls. 4,000 
from some members of the gentry in Peking; 
T's. 9,442 from a similar source ; Tls. 500 
collected by Shantung oflicials in Peking 
from students entering for their second 
examination; and Tis. 2,845.1 subscribed 
by these same officials themselves. 


FURTHER SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR SHANTUNG. 


The same memorialist acknowledges sep- 
atrately a number of other large amounts 
subscribed by individual donors, on whom 
he solicits the bestowal of appropriate re- 
wards. Prominent among these is the 
mother of Wu Ta-ch‘éng,- whose gift of Tls. 
1,000 is to be rewarded by the erection of 
a memorial arch at her son’s expense. 
Yang Ssii-sun, a Sub-Director of a Metro- 
politan Court, who forwarded Tls. 1,000 
worth of wadded garments through the 
Shanghai Committee and has since died, is 
to receive a patent of the second class, and 
two other donors who subscribed Tls. 1,500 
each have been granted permission to erect 
honorary portals to the memory. of their 
mothers, whose promptings inspired their 
generosity. 

OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS AT CANTON. 

T‘ang Jén-lien, the new Commander-in- 
chief of the province of Kuangtung, has 
arrived at his post, and Chéng Shao-chang 
who has been holding the acting appoint- 
ment for some time, has started for Poking 
to have audience before starting for Honan, 
of which pravince he was recently gazetted 
Commander-in-chief. 


24th April. 
| APPOINTMENTS. 

Sun Yii-wén, a Minister of the Tsungli 
Yamén, is gazetted Chief Examiner for the 
approaching Examinations at Peking, the 
Assistant Examiners being Kuei-héng, Hsii 
Ying-k‘wei and Shén Yiian-shén. 

REWARDS FOR ENFORCEMENT OF THE SALVAGE 
REGULATIONS IN SHANTUNG. 

A second edition of the salvage regula- 
tions, the original of which was first promul- 
gated about the year 1876, was issued recent- 
ly by the Tsungli Yamén, and rewards on an 
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exceptional scale were promised to officers 
who succeeded in rescuing thirty or more 
persons from vessels in distress, irrespective 
of the nationality of the ship or the people 
rescued. The Shantung promontory has, 
the Governor of the province represents, a 
notorious reputation for the number of its 
shipwrecks, and the action of the magistrate 
for the time being of the Jung-ch‘éng dis- 
trict, in which itis comprised, has on several 
previous occasions received the favourable 
notice of the Throne. During the latter 
half of last year the present incum- 
his assistants 
rendered valuable aid to the China 
Merchants’ steamer Funugshau, to a Corean 
vessel, and to four native craft, all 
which had gone ashore and been badly 
damaged. They saved over 80 lives and 
salved cargo valued at more than Tis. 
10,000, for which service they have on the 
recommendation of the Governor been 
granted various forms of substantive pro- 
motion. 


SUBSCRIPTION TO DISTRESS IN SHANTUNG. 


Chang Yao, the Governor of Shantung, 
acknowledges the receipt of Tls. 500 which 
the Grand Secretary, Chang Chih-wan, 
forwarded to him for the relief of the 
clistress prevailing in the province. The 
Governor remarks that in the case of sub- 
scriptions received for such purposes from 
Metropolitan officials, either the donors 
themselves or their children have always 
been honoured with some form of reward, 
and although the Grand Secretary wished 
that no notice should be taken of his act, 
still the Governor does not-consider him- 
self justified in withholding it from the 
knowledge of the Emperor. 

Reseript— Noted. 


25th April. 


TOUR OF INSPECTION BY THE ADMIRAL 
OF THE YANGTZE. 


Li C‘héng-mow, the Admiral of the Yang- 
tze, reports that he proposed to start on 
his annual tour of inspection on the Ist of 
March. He had intended going in the 
first instance to Woosung to hold a general 
review of the fleet, but as several of the 
gunboats were in dock and could not be in 
readiness so soon, he decided to make the 
tour of the upper portion of the Yangtze 
first. Travelling in the flag ship Zéng 
Ying Chow he inspected the various divi- 
sions of the navy at Han-yang, Hu-k‘ou 
and other stations, and found the vessels 
everywhere well equipped and the men 
proficient in their exercises. He is now 
proceeding to a review of the fleet 
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assembled at Woosung, and before con- 
ducting the inspection he submits some 
remarks upon the thoroughness with which 
he intends to carry it out. The training 
may, he fears, have been somewhat neglected 
during the past year. During the first 
portion of it he himself was absent on leave 
and many of the ships were laid up for 
repairs during the last few months. Signal- 
ling, navigation, astronomy, knowledge of 
the compass and accuracy in target firing 
are, he considers, the essential attributes 
of naval education and he will make it his 


duty to see that they are being acquired in - 


a practical way. Any questions which may 
arise regarding the defences of the Yangtze 
will be settled in consultation with the 
Viceroy at Nanking. 
26th April. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
T‘ang Ching-ch‘ung is appointed Sub- 
expositor of the Hanlin. 
PUNCTUALITY IN COLLECTION OF REVENUE 
REWARDED. 


The Governor General of the Hu-kuang 
provinces requests the bestowal of one step 
of honorary rank upon Chang Chi-ch‘ing, 
magistrate of the Ha-chéng district, who 
has delivered the full quota of land-tax for 
his district during the past year. ‘The total 
at which it 1s assessed amounts with ‘‘ waste 
allowance’”’ to over Tls. 30,000, and for his 
commendable activity in collecting the 
full sum within the year, the Magistrate 
is consequently entitled, under the 
regulations, to one step in the honorary 
grades of rank that can be exchanged against 
penalties incurred. Memorialist therefore 
begs that his Majesty will be pleased to 
signify his approbation by bestowing upon 
the magistrate in question the step of 
‘honorary ‘rank to which he is entitled.-— 
Granted by Rescript. 


27th April. 

The Court Circular announces that His 
Majesty will proceed tomorrow at 5.30 a.m. 
to the Chien Fu-kung to offer homage 
before the sacred portrait of the late 
Emperor, and will subsequently return to 
the Palace. 

EMPEROR PRAYS FOR RAIN. 


A DEcREE.—Some time ago, owing to the 
scarcity of rain which has prevailed since 
the commencement of spring, we repaired 
in person to the Takao Tien to burn incense, 
and deputed Tsai Lien and others to proceed 
to the Shih Zing Kung and various other 
temples for the same purpose. Slight 
showers have fallen during the last few. 
days, but so far there has been no copious 


downpour of refreshing moiature. It be- 
hoves us therefore to offer up renewed 
prayers for rain, and we propose according- 
ly to repair once more, on the 30th April, 
to the Ta Kao-tien and Hsiian Jen-miao to 
burn incense. Let the Petle Tsai Lien 
again proceed to the Shih Ying-kung: to 
the Chao Hsien-niao the Petle Tsai I, and 
to the Ning Ho-miao the Peile Tsai Ying, 
each severally to make offerings of incense 
on the day above named. 

LOSS OF MEMORIALS IN TRANSMISSION. 

The Viceroy at Fuochow was recently 
called upon to institute enquiries with 
reference to the loss on two occasions of 
certain memorials, whilst in course of 
transmission to Peking. The first of these 
cases was that of a memorial forwarded in 
September, 1888, by the Acting Tartar 
General at Foochow, which having been 
lost en route, orders were given to make 
enquiry at all the post stations along 
the line. It was found that the receipt 
given by the station officials at Chiang- 
shan, in the province of Chékiang, had 
on it a note to the effect that there was no 
despatch-box contained in the outer wrap- 
pers of the packet. The station clerk and 
courier at P‘u-ch‘eng, the station before 
Chiangshan, were consequently interro- 
gated, and their answers being vague and 
evasive they were ordered to be sent on 
to the Prefect at Chienning Fu for further 
examination. Here they asserted that the 
receipt for the despatch issued by the Hsian 
post station, the one after that at Chiang- 
shan, bore no reference on the face of it to 
the loss of the despatch box, and that the 
truth was that the Chiangshan station 
officials were endeavouring to get them 
into trouble. At the request of the Ché- 
kiang authorities the case was referred to 
the Prefect at Chienning Fu, but to far 
no report has been received from him as to 
the result of the investigation. 

In the second case a memorial forwarded 
in Nov. 1888 by the then Governor-General 
at Foochow, was similarly lost in trans- 
mission. None of the receipts issued by 
the post-stations between Foochow and 
P‘uch‘eng bore any reference to the des- 
patch having been tampered with, whilst 
those of the Chiangshan, Hsian and suc- 
cessive stations all stated on the face 
of them that the packet was either torn 
or much damaged. Enquiry further along 
the line of route elicited the fact that 
the station officials at a place called 
Hsishui, finding the outer cover so 
damaged as partly to expose the des- 
patch-box inside, which moreover was 
not properly fastened, were afraid lest they 
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should get into trouble, and instead of 
reporting the matter drew up a statement 
to the effect that in the event of any enquiry 
being made, the blame did not lie with them 
er with any of the stations to the north- 
ward. This document they compelled the 
Tsaoliu courier tu sign, and it was passed 
on in the usual way. The receipt of the 
P‘ingwang post-station in Kiangsu is, how- 
ever, proof that, though the cover was 
much damaged, the despatch was not lost 
before reaching that place and its luss must 
consequently be sought for in the province 
of Kiangsu beyond P‘ingwang. 

Memorialist observes that the loss of 
such an important document as a memorial 
demands the most rigorous investigation, 
so that the truth may be elicited and the 
guilty parties brought to punishment. A 
certain amount of delay in disposing of 
these two cases has been inevitable, owing 
to the necessity for references to and fro 
between different provinces. A third case 
has now occurred in the loss of a memorial 
from the superintendent of the Arsenal, 
showing an utter contempt for the law 
on the part of the post station officials. 
The Judicial Commissioner has been or- 
dered to institute enquiry into the matter, 
positively insisting en all the true facts 
of the case being elicited without conceal- 
ment or reservation of any kind. In the 
meantime Memorialist begs to report for 
His Majesty's information the result of the 
enquiries made into the two cases above 
referred to. 


EMBEZZLEMENT BY AN OFFICER. 


In a postscriptememorial the Viceroy at 
Fovchow states that a captain named Ch‘en 
Té-ch‘ing, who was formerly in command 
of one of the battalions at Ch‘u-chow, 
fraudulently drew pay for a certain soldier 
called Chi‘en Yiin-show, who was found on 
enquiry to be non-existent, by this means 
embezzling a sum of over ‘I'ls. 160, pay, 
and 30 odd piculs of ration rice. He had 
also failed to return into store any portion 
of the unexpended allowance for cavalry 
fodder, thereby defrauding the government 
in the course of several years of over Tls. 456. 
Memorialist remarks hereupan that even 
the smallest items of pay and fodder-are 
of importance, and as the captain in ques- 


tion was charged with their due distribu-’ 


tion, 1t was particularly incumbent on him 
to shew himself clean-handed and devoted 
to the interests of the public service. For 
his serious offence against the law in 
embezzling public funds Memorialist begs 
that Ch‘en Té-ch‘ing may be cashiered and 
deprived of his present acting appointment 


and further handed over for trial to the 
Brigadier-Geveral and Prefect at Ch‘uchow. 
—NSanctioned by rescript. 


28th April. 


SUBJECTS FOR ESSAYS AT FIRST STAGE OF 
METROPOLITAN EXAMINATION. 


The themes for the first stage of the 
pending examinations are published, con- 
sisting of passages from the Confucian 
Analects, Doctrine of the Mean, Mencius, 
and a subject for verse composition. 


ARRIVAL OF NEW VICEROY OF YUNKUEI 
PROVINCES. 


T‘an Chiin-p‘ei, the Governor of Yiinnan, 
who has been acting as Viceroy of the 
Yiinkuei provinces since June, 1889, re- 
ports that he has handed over charge to 
Wang Wen-shao, recently appointed Gov- 
erpor-General of the two provinces, who 
arrived in Yiinnan on the 5th February last. 


WANG WEN-SHAO, GOVERNOR-GENERAL 
OF YUNNAN AND KUEICHOW. 


The recently appointed Viceroy of the 
provinces of Yiinnan and Kueichow, Wang 
Wen-shao, formerly Governor of Hunan, 
reports that he arrived at Yiinnan Fu on the 
5th February last, and assumed office on 
the following day. 


REDUCTION OF MILITARY ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN YUNNAN. 


In a postscript memorial the new Viceroy 
of the Yiinkuei provinces reports that for 
some time past a reduction and reconstitu- 
tion of the military establishment of the 


‘province has been going on under the 


supervision of T‘ang Pin-chen, who, having 
recently been appointed Acting Treasurer 
of Yiinnan, is consequently now unable to 
carry on the work single-handed. In view 
of the necessity of deciding on the rival 
claims of the various officers to be returned 
on the new establishment it 1s essential that 
any one associated with him should be 
fearless and unprejudiced, as well as pos- 
sessed of a thorough knowledge of the 
circumstances of each case. The present 
Judicial Commissioner, Ch‘en Zii-pao, has 
been many years in the province, where he 
served under the late Viceroy Tsén Yii- 
ying, and from his long connection with 
military administration has gained the 
respect and -confidence of the officers, and 
is well acquainted with their respective 
merits and demerits. Memorialist after 
taking counsel in the matter has now 
decided to associate him with the above- 
named T‘ang Pin-chen in the joint supervi- 
sion of the military. reorganisation referred 
to. 


29th April. 
FALL OF RAIN AT PEKING. 

Court Circular.—The Governor of Shun- 
t‘ien Fureports thatrain has fallen at Peking 
producing saturation to the depth of one 
inch. 

EXAMINERS’ REPORT ON RECENT TEST 
EXAMINATIONS, 


The Chiefs of the Board of Ceremonies 
report the result of the recent test-exatnin- 
ations of provincial cht jen graduates, can- 
didates for admission to the pending Me- 
tropolitan competition. Of these 120 have 
been placed by the examiners in the first 
class, 480 in the second, and 736 in the 
third class ; and memorialists propose that 


they should all be admitted to compete inthe 


forthcoming examination for the degree of 
chin-shih of thoserelegated tothe fourth class. 
Some committed mistakes in their verse 
composition in respect of tones or rhymes, 
One individual made nonsense of his essays, 
another wrote two lines more than the 
prescribed number of verses, whilst a third 
left a blank space for a character ; and me- 
morialists recommend that these 14 in all 
should be excluded from the forthcoming 
competition. One candidate assigned wrong 
rhymes to no less than 5 words, and me- 
morialists suggest that he be excluded 
from competing at the next two examina- 
tions, whilst, mn the case of another can- 
didate, who, besides other mistakes, made 
use of a prohibited character, they recom- 
mend that he be turned back until the 
fourth examination from date.—Rescript 
already published. 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO OFFICERS 
ENGAGED IN REPAIRING A BREACH IN 
THE CH‘IN RIVER BANKS IN HONAN. 

In accordance with Imperial sanction 
previously obtained the Governor of Honan 

submits an application for rewards to a 

number of officers engaged in closing a 

breach that occurred last year in the banks 

of the Ch‘in river in the Honei district. 

This river, memorialist states, has an ex- 

ceedingly impetuous current, the effects of 

which during the heavy summer and autumn 
freshets are just as difficult to cope with, 
and necessitate exactly the same kind of 
river works and the same methods as are 
adopted in the case of the Yellow River. 

On the occasivn of the breach now referred 

to, a sudden rise in the river, consequent on 

an excessive fall.of rain, imperilled the 
safety of both banks in several places, and 

a breach finally occurred in the northern 

bank at a spot where there are no river 

works. Thence the waters found their way 
intothe Tan river, inundating all the villages 
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along itslowercourse. Orders were at once 
given to repair the damage, and Tsao Ping- 
che, Intendant of the Changweihuai circuit, 
was placed in charge of the works. In 
October the river had somewhat fallen, but. 
as the roads were still flooded there was 
great difficulty in conveying materials to 
the spot by cart. By the beginning of 
November the roads had been placed in a 
state of repair and a sufficient quantity of 
millet stalks collected ; work was then 
hurried on as much as possible on account 
of the approach of winter, and on the 26th 
November the breach was finally closed. 
Though this was effected in little more than 
a fortnight, yet from the first purchase of 
materials to the final completion of the 
work more than three months elapsed, 
during which all those engaged were exposed 
to great danger and hardships. Memorialist 
has carefully scrutinised the list of names 
submitted to him, and now begs to recom- 
mend for some mark of His Majesty’s ap- 
probation the names of 25 officials, civil 
and military, who have more particularly 
distinguished themselves by their services 
during the progress of the work.— Referred 
to the Board. 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS IN HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan applies on be- 
half of Niu Shih-han, in command of the 
Kuei-té brigade, for sanction to erect an 
honorary portal in memory of his mother, 
in obedience to whose dying behest this 
officer has at various times contributed over 
Tls. 1,000 worth of wadded garments for 
the use of the sufferers by the Yellow River 
disaster at Cheng-chow. , Under the re- 
gulations, such a donation is sufficient to 
establish a claim to the distinction for 
which application is how made.—Sanctioned 
by rescript. 

30th April. 
COMPILATION OF HISTORY OF MAHOMMEDAN 
REBELLION. 


The members of the Grand Council have 
received the verbal commands of His 
Majesty that Shen En-chia, Senior Secre- 
tary in the Board of War, and expect- 
ant of office as Prefect, who is engaged in 
compiling a history of the Mahommedan 
rebellion, is for the present not to be 
selected for office by the Board of Civil 
Service. 


OFFICERS IN KUANGTUNG COMMENDED. 


A decree in answer to a Memorial from 
Li Han-chang, commending the services of 
a number of officials in the province of 
Kuangtung. His Majesty commands that 
the present decree be commwnicated to 
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them in token of the Imperial approbation, 
and that they be enjoined to exercise 
their functions with an increased degree of 
care and diligence, aiming to hecome worthy 
officers of the government, and so furthering 
the benevolent intentions of their sovereign. 
OFFICERS IN KUANGTUNG CASHIERED. 


A decree in answer to a second memorial 
from the same high official denouncing a 
number of his territorial subordinates. 
The magistrate of Tungkuan in the Canton 
province is represented as being feeble and 
commonplace, besides being addicted to 
the vice of opium-smoking. Let him be 
removed from oftice without deprivation of 
rank. The magistrate of Ch‘aozang is a 
man of fixed ideas and deficient in his 
judicial capacity, and has made himself 


unacceptable to the people. Let him vacate . 


his present post and be provided with some 
other appointment in the province. The 
magistrate of Hop‘u is a man of no ex- 
perience and ill-informed, and lacks ability 
in judicial matters. His literary attain- 
ments being rather good, let him be 
granted an appointment in the educational 
department. With regard to the rest let 
action be taken as proposed. 


THEFT OF A MAGISTKATE’S SEAL OF OFFICE. 


The Governor of Shantung submits an 
application on behalf of Ch‘eug Jen-chiin, 
formerly magistrate of the Ch‘ang-shan 
district, praying for a remission of the 
penalties incurred by him under the follow- 
ing circumstances. During his tenure of 
office the magistrate had shown himself 
so energetic in the suppression of crime 
throughout his district that he became obno- 
xlous to certain members of the criminal 
class, who determined in revenge to steal his 
seal of office. This design they accordingly 
carried into effect during the nightof the 16th 
December, 1887, whilst the magistrate was 
temporarily absent on duty, with the result 
that he was denounced and ordered to be 
cashiered, being however retained at his 
post to assist in effecting within a given 
time the recovery of the missing seal, and 
capture of the thieves. By the 12th 
of the following month the magistrate had 
succeeded in discovering where the latter 
were in hiding, and at once proceeded to 
their arrest. Finding themselves hotly 
pursued they made off and effected their 
escape, throwing away the seal, which 
was thus recovered and subsequently 


transmitted to the Board of Ceremonies to . 


be cancelled. Having failed to effect the 
capture of the thieves—which was most 
important in order to ascertain whether 
they had made any use of the seal or not— 
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the magistrate was removed from his post, 
and a deputy appointed in his place, he 
himself remaining as before to assist in 
discovering the parties implicated. In 
March, 1889, a man named Chang P‘i- 
ch‘ing was arrested at Ts‘angchow in the 
province of Chihli by some of the ex-magis- 
trate’s servants, assisted by the local police. 
He was sent to Tientsin, where it was as- 
certainedthathe and a number of other men, 
sixteen in all, had committed the robbery at’ 
the magistrate’s yamén during the night of 
the 16th December, 1887, at the instiga- 
tion of a certain Wang Yiin, who was still at 
large. On being pursued they had thrown 
away the seal, of which they had never 
made any use. Besides his complicity in 
the present affair there were other charges 
against this man, for murder as well as for 
piracy on the high seas, and by the orders 
of the Viceroy of Chihli, he was summarily 
executed. Application has now been made 
on behalf of the magistrate for a remis- 
sion of the penalties incurred by him. 
In reference hereto memorialist states 
that it was in consequence of his ener- 
getic efforts to reorganise the police sys- 
tem in his district that the magistrate 
had his seal stolen in revenge. Under 
these circumstances there is certainly some 
excuse for him, and as moreover the scal 
was recovered within the assigned term of 
one month, the magistrate did all in his 
power to repair his error, as far as might 
be. The affair also occurred before the 
recent Act of Amnesty, from the benefit of 
which he is not excluded by the nature of 
his offence.: By law, however, a penalty is 
attached to the loss of an official seal, and 
memorialist, whilst recommending that the 
original penalties incurred by the magistrate 
be remitted, suggests that the Board of 
Civil Office be called upon to decide on 
some other appropriate form of punishment. 
This, he further suggests, might take the 
shape of a grant of one of the grades of ho- 
norary rank which may beexchanged against 
penalties incurred, to which as a matter of 
fact the magistrate is already entitled for 
his services in connection with a criminal 
case that occurred in a district adjacent to 
his own.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


CRIME IN HUPEH. 


The Governor of Hupeh reports the trial 
and execution of a gang of armed robbers 
who broke into and plundered a shop, and 
wounded some of the inmates. The facts 
of the case were as follows :—Li Chih-hung 
and the nine other individuals implicated 
were pedlars, natives of Anhui and Honan. 
On the 25th August, 1889, they were in the 


Lo-tien district in Hupeh, and, meeting on 
the road an old acquaintance named T‘sai 
Ma-tsu, they began to discuss their poverty 
and consequent hardships. Ts‘at Ma-tsu 
said he knew where plenty of money and 
other property were to be had, and pro- 
posed that they should all go and rob a 
certain shop kept by a man named Chén 
Yiin-chi and share the plunder between 
them. They agreed, and the same night 
proceeded to the shop, armed with guns 
and other weapons, and, posting one of the 
party outside to keep watch, effected an 
entrance. The inmates on being aroused 
shouted for the police, but were attacked 
and wounded by some of the gang and 
terrified into silence. Having secured a 
quantity of cash and other property the 
thieves made off to a secluded spot where 
they divided the plunder, and then went 
their several ways. The affair was reported 
to the authorities and the whole gang were 
arrested within a few days, the stolen pro- 
perty being also recovered and identified 
by the owner. Ts‘ai Ma-tsu who offered 
resistance to the police was killed by one 
of the latter during the arrest. The other 
prisoners having been duly convicted were 
condemned to suffer the extreme penalty 
of the law, which sentence has been already 
carried into effect.—.Referred to the Board 
of Punishments. 


APPLICATION FOR EXTENSION OF LEAVE TO 

TIEN KUO-CHUN, JUDGE OF KUEICHOW. 

A postscript'memorial from Pan Chiin- 
wen explaining that T‘ien Kuo-chiin, who 
was appointed Judge of Kueichow in March, 
1889, has been prevented by sickness from 
proceeding to his post. On his transfer 
from Kiangsu he applied for and was 
granted two months’ leave of absence to visit 
his aged parents at Yii Hsien in Shansi. He 
left for home in October, 1889, but was 
delayed by sickness and bad weather so 
that he did not arrive there till 26th Dec. 
His leave expired on 23rd Feb., 1890, but 
his six years’ tenure of office in Kiangsu had 
reduced him to such a state of ill-health 
that he was quite unable to start for Peking, 
where he was to be received in audience 
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before taking up his appointment and, - 


found himself obliged to apply for another 
two months’ leave ofabsence. Memorialist 
having satisfied himself that the facts are 
as stated, now begs that His Majesty will 
be pleased to sanction the extension of 
leave applied for by Tien Kuo-chiin.— 
Reseript al eady published. 


DEFALCATIONS BY SUB-PREFECT IN SHANSI. 


The acting Governor of Shansi reports 
that Ping Yii, formerly acting Sub-Prefect 
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of Kueihua Ch‘eng, was found on handing 
over charge to be short in his accounts to 
the extent of Tis. 1,550. Though repeatedly 
called on to make good the deticit he had 
failed to do so, and as a consequence his 
successor had been unable to report the 
settlement of accounts. Memorialist while 
holding office as Provincial Treasurer only 
brought the facts of the case to the notice 
of the then Governor, who was, however, 
unable to deal with the matter then: 
Two of the periods assigned to the de- 
faulting official for refunding the amount 
have already expired, and it is now neces- 
sary to take further action. Memorialist 
therefore begs that Ping Yii may be de- 
prived of his button, and called upon to 
make good the amount within four months, 
in which case application will be made on 
his behalf for a remission of the penalties 
incurred. Should he, however, fail to do so 
within the period assigned, or refund only a 
portion of the deficit, he will be again 
denounced for rigorous punishment. In 
the meantime memorialist has given orders 
to obtain the names of all the defaulting 
official’s superior officers who are severally 
responsible for the deficit in his accounts, 
and this list will be forwarded in due course 
to the Board for future reference.—San- 
tioned by rescript. 
Ist May. 


The Themes for the second stage of the 
pending examinations are published. 
APPOINTMENTS, 


Fu Jun is gazetted Treasurer, and Tsao 
Ping-che Judicial Commissioner, of Shan- 
tung. 

En-lun, Taotai of the Chenti Circuit in 
Kansu, is ordered to vacate his post and 
proceed to Peking for presentation in 
audience. . 

SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY ON THE COAST OF 

FUKIEN. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports the 
capture and execution of a number of 
notorious pirates who have for a long time 
past infested the sea-board of the province 
of Fukien, in the districts of Fu Ch‘ing 
and P‘u T'ien. The coast is here cut up 
by numberless creeks and inlets amongst 
which these marauders are wont +o lie in 
wait, sallying forth when occasion offers 
and inflicting enormous injury to trade and 
commerce. In February, 1889, an expedi- 
tion was equipped for service against 
these pirates, under command of an officer, 
Liu Cho-yiin, who reports that he proceeded 
to the above-named locality in the steamer 
Ching Yiian, accompanied by a couple of 
ecunboats placed at his disposal by Peng 


May 1—2.] 





Ch‘u-han, Commander-in-chief of the naval 
forces of Fukien. By means of secret 
enquiries and suitable dispositions of his 
forces seven) notorious pirates were captured 
at Nanjih and its neighbourhood, four others 
being taken at P‘inghai, all of whom con- 
fessed themselves guilty of repeated acts of 
piracy. Two other individuals who had 
been artested for looting a. wrecked junk, 
and wounding the crew and others were 
brought to trial before the Fu Ch‘ing 
magistrate, and confessed to being pirates 
by profession, and to having frequently 
plundered vessels indistress. These thirteen 
individuals, being all criminals of the deep- 
est dye, for whom the law could have no 
mercy, have been decapitated and their 
heads sent for exposure at the port nearest 
the scene of their crimes. A number of 
others whose offences were found to be less 
Serious have been respectively sentenced to 
. terms of imprisonment, to the chain-gang, 
or to be deported to their native places, 
In consequence of the success of the pre- 
sent expedition piracy has not been quite 
so prevalent of late, and memorialist sub- 
mits that the services of those through 
whose efforts this result has been attained 
are not undeserving of mention. He there- 
fore applies for sanction to recommend for 
rewards a number of the officers engaged 
on the expedition.—Sanctioned by vescript. 


PROPOSAL TO ESTABLISH A PREVENTIVE 
FORCE AT NANJIH ON COAST OF FUKIEN 
FOR THE SUPPRESSION OF PIRACY. 


In a postscript memorial the Viceroy at 
Foochow represents that the island of Nan- 
jih, off the coast of Fukien in the Funing 
district, is the regular resort of pirates 
whom the small force of 30 soldiers stationed 
there is quite powerless to keep in check. 
Of late there has been a considerable in- 
crease in the nuinber of cases of piracy ; 
and though the recent expedition rosult- 
ing in the capture and execution of a 
number of notorious pirates has had a 
good effect, yet the fact remains that 
to be of any real service a much larger 
force is required. In 1866, the then naval 
Commander-in-chief, Li Ch‘eng-mou, pro- 
posed that a detachment of 200 men 
should be permanently stationed at Nan- 
jih, and the scheme progressed so far that 
a site was selected for the intended bar- 
racks. Before it could be carried out, how- 
ever, Li Cheng-mou was transferred to the 
command of the naval forces on the Yang- 
tze, and his successor, who habitually dis- 
agreed with him, completely reversed his 
policy, which he asserted was open to many 
objections. The scheme was consequently 
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allowed to drop, though in memorialist's 
opinion most of these objections were to- 
tally unfounded. The naval commander- 
in-chief, P‘eng Ch‘u-han, has now submitted 
a fresh proposal to put up barracks on the 
island of Nanjih to accommodate a force 
of 90 men for the suppression of piracy. 
The estimated cost amounts to Tls. 900, 
which is most reasonable, considering that 
all the materials will have to be imported. 
As this small expenditure will enable piracy 
to be kept in check and immunity secured 
to the trading classes of the community, 
memorialist trusts that his Majesty will be 
pleased to sanction the proposed scheme 
being carried into effect.—Rescript. Let the 
Board concerned take aote. ; 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN CHEKIANG. 


The Governor of Chékiang denounces 
the jailwarden and district magistrate at 
Ch‘ient‘ang for their negligence in allowing 
a criminal, lying under sentence of death, 
to escape from the district gaol. According 
to a report received from the incriminated 
magistrate it appears that during his ab- 
sence on service he learnt from the jail- 
warden that one of the prisoners had effected 
his escape during the night of the 28th 
March last, and had not been recaptured. 
He at once hurried back to hold an enquiry 
into the matter, the result of which was to 
satisfy him that the escape of the prisoner 
was attributable to a momentary act of 
negligence, and not toany guilty conniv- 
ance on the part of the jailwarden and his 
subordinates. With reference hereto me- 
motialist observes that during the absence 
of his superior officer the jailwarden was 
bound to be doubly vigilant, instead of which 
he showed a most unusual want of care 
in allowing his prisoner to escape. Nor 
can the magistrate though absent on duty 
at the time be held excusable for his failure 
to take measures beforehand to prevent 
this happening. Memorialist therefore begs 
that the jailwarden may be cashiered and 
committed for trial, and that the magistrate 
be deprived of his button, a date being as- 
signed within which the escaped prisoner 
is to be recaptured. In the meantime the 
jailwarden has been removed from his post 
and a substitute appointed in his place.— 
Reseript already published, | 


2nd May. 
COURT CIRCULAR. 


The Ministers of the Grand Council have 
received His Majesty’s verbal commands 
that on the 10th inst. there need be no 
attendance at Court. 





APPOINTMENT. 


Ming Pao is gazetted Intendant of the 
Hopei circuit in Honan, comprising Chang- 
té Fu, Wei-hui Fu, and Huai-ch‘ing Fu. 


THE PROPOSED ALTERATION IN SUPER- 
INTENDENCY OF YELLOW RIVER. 


In January last the Governor of Shan- 
tung proposed in a memorial to the Throne 
that the Eastern Director-General of the 
Yellow River be directed to take charge of 
the river as far as the mouth of the Grand 
Canal, in addition to his present district. 
The question was referred to the Board of 
Works who suggested that the Director- 
General be called on to consider and report 
on the subject, pointing out that it was 
impossible for the Governor of Shantung 
to exercise an effective supervision over a 
district of more than 900 iz in length. That 
of the Eastern Director-General was now 
less than it used to be before the Yellow 
River made the change in its course, and 
the proposed addition of 200 li to his 
district would only give that officer the 
same length of embankments as were 
originally under his charge, whilst the 
Governor would be enabled to give more 
attention to his curtailed district from the 
Grand Canal to the sea, and a more equit- 
able adjustment be thus arrived at. On 
the other land this section had hitherto 
been looked after by the local territorial 
authorities, subordinates of the Governor, 
and if it were now to be transferred to the 
Director-General there would very likely 
be a conflict of authority, for which reason 
the change was objectiunable. 


72 


Against the latter argument the Governor — 


urges that in former times certain districts 
traversed by the Yellow River actually were 
and still are to some extent under the charge 
of the Director-General, who has always 
had a voice in the appointment of the dis- 
trict officials there without any conflict of 
authority having ever occurred. It is 
further objected that if the embankments 
were to be placed in charge of the Director- 
General it would be necessary to. establish 
river stations at great expense, and that it 
would be niore economical to entrust them to 
the local district authorities. The Governor 
points out that expenditure on_ river 
works varies qccordiug to circumstances, 
being more in some years than in others, 
so that the question of economy does not 
come in at all. With reference to the 
mismanagement and extravagance that for- 
merly prevailed in connection with the river 
works, he instances Yen Lang, who held 
office as Director-General of the Yellow 
River for 10 years, to prove that the sub- 
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ordinate river officials are not necessarily 
all corrupt, but that it depends entirely on 
those at the head of affairs whether honesty 
or dishonesty shall prevail. All that is 
required is that the limits of the several 
river districts be clearly assigned, and 
responsibility of the officials in charge 
strictly enforced. 

The portion of the Yellow River now in 
question traverses five riverine districts and 
sub-departments the magistrates of which 
all live some 50 or 60 ti away from the 
river, They cannot possibly be always on 
the spot, yet when the river rises in times 
of freshet the banks give way in a moment, 
so that disaster may well be brought about 
in this way. If, however, this portion of 
the river be transferred to the Director- 
General and stations established along the 
embankments, in charge of specially ap- 
pointed ofticers, responsible for the safety 
of their respective districts, the Governor . 
will make shift to continue the management 
of the remaining 700 li to the sea. He 
begs therefore that the present further 
arguments in support of a measure adapted 
to present requirements may likewise be 
referred to the consideration of the Director- 
General of the Yellow River.—Rescript. 
Let the Board concerned take note. 


REPORT ON ALLEGED DISPUTE BETWEEN 
TWO OFFICIALS. AT JEHO. 


The Lieutenant-Governor of Jeho recent- 
ly reported the occurrence of an unseemly 
squabble between the prefect of Ch‘éngté 
Fu and the magistrate of P‘ingch‘uan Chow, 
and was directed to ascertain by further 
enquiry the real cause of the dispute. The 
facts of the case, as gathered by the Taotai 
at Jeho, to whom the enquiry was referred, 
appear to have been as follows: in December 
last the prefect had to report the magistrate 
for being late in his attendance on a cer- 
tain occasion, whereupon the latter having 
applied for sick lenve remained away for 
more than three weeks. Suspecting that 
this protracted absence was merely oc- 
casioned by a fit of sulks consequent on his 
having been reported, the prefect gave the 
magistrate a reprimand when he called. 
The latter, whilst explaining that the pre- 
fect’s suspicions were quite unfounded, 
without thinking about it spoke in 
rather a loud tone of voice, so that'a 
rumour got about that there had been an 
altercation between them, There was no 
other foundation for the report and conse- 
quently the magistrate cannot be charged 
with any impropriety of conduct in this 
connection. The other affair for which he 
was denounced, has already been dealt with 
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by the Board, whose decision was thathe be 
deprived of three steps of commutative rank 
and transferred to another post ; no further 
notice need therefore be taken of his case. 
The prefect in reprimnanding the magistrate 
was actuated solely by a sense of duty, so 
that his case also need not be taken into 
consideration.—Rescript: Noted. 


ILLEGAL INFLICTION OF PUNISHMENT. 


The Governor of Honan reports the 
result of an enquiry into a case in which a 
subordinate officer named Chang Show- 
cheng was charged with causing the death 
of a man by the improper use of punish- 
ment. In February 1887 a native of the 
Lushih district,. called Hu Ming-i, was 
summoned to the above-named officer’s 
yamén, on account of a petty gambling 
dispute. The man was insolent and 
abusive, whereupon Chang Show-cheny lost 
his temper and ordered the attendants to 
give him a beating. 160 blows were ac- 
cordingly administered with a riding-whip, 
inflicting such severe injuries that Hu 
Ming-i died shortly afterwards. Chang 
Show-cheng was thereupon committed for 
trial before the prefect of K ‘aifengfu, 
and finally admitted the facts as above re- 
lated. The law provides that where a 
superintending officer of the government 
directs the infliction of an illegal punish- 
ment whence death ensues, he shall be 
punished with 100 blows and banished 
for three years, forfeiting moreover ten 
ounces of silver to defray the expenses 
vf burial. Further, that the punish- 
ment of the person who, in obedience 
to orders, inflicts such chastisement shall 
be, in each case, one degree less severe 
than that of his superior officer. Chang 
Show-cheng had no authority to inflict any 
forin of personal correction, nor is «a riding- 
whip & proper instrument of punishment. 
By analogy with the above-quoted law he 
has therefore been sentenced to receive 
one hundred blows, and be banished for 
three years to a military station, and 
in addition to forfeit a sum of Tis. 10 
to the relations of the deceased to defray 
the expenses of burial. The attendant who 
inflicted the punishment has been sent- 
enced one degree less severely, namely to 
90 blows, and banishment for 2 years. 
Both plead that they are only sons of aged 
parents, besides which their offence was 
committed previously to the recent Act of 
Amnesty. As, however, Chang Show-cheng’s 
case is aggravated by the fact that he held an 
official position, instructions are requested 
whether he is, notwithstanding, to be al- 
lowed the benetit of the ‘amnesty and 
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granted a free pardon, to enable him to 
wait on his aged parents. The attendant 
who inflicted the punishment, and the 
other individual mixed up in the gambling 
transaction are both entitled toa free par- 
don, and their cases need not be consi- 
dered further.—Jteferred to the Board of 
Punishments, 
ord May. 
CHANGE IN MILITARY GOVERNORSHIP OF 
ULIASUTAI. 

T‘o-k ‘o-t‘uan, who was formerly Lieuten- 
ant-General in the upper province of Man- 
churia, reports his assumption of office as 
Military Governor of Uliasutai. He tra- 
velled from Peking by way of Kalgan across 
the Gobi desert and reached his post on the 
18th of April after a journey of nearly three 
months. His predecessor, the acting Gov- 
ernor, who has spent the last seven years 
at Hami and Uliasutai, asked permission 
to return to Peking to attend to his father 
whois over eighty years of age. After his 
long absence he is yearning to see once 
more the countenance of His Imperial 
Master, and as filial piety is the basis upon 
which the Empire rests, he trusts that he 
will be allowed to return and perform his 
duties as a good son and loyal servant of 
the State. In reply, he was informed that 
he had already been gazetted to a post in 
the Metropolis. 

CHANGES IN THE MILITARY ADMINISTRATION 
OF ILI. 

Since the recovery of Ili the Chinese have 
remodelled the government of this distant 
province and introduced certain reforms 
the tendency of which has been to transfer 
a portion of the authority formerly exer- 
cised by the Military Governor to the 
Governor of Turkestan, and to limit the 
duties of the former to the treatment of 
international questions on the frontier. 
The last change of this kind has been the 
withdrawal from the control of the Military 
Governor of the troops stationed in the 
country who, to the number of 3,000, have 
been placed under the command of a Brigade 
General who will act immediately under the 
orders of the Governor. The distribution 
of this force is to be arranged in accordance 
with a plan submitted to the Throne by 
Liu Chin-t‘ang before he went on leave of 
absence. 

4th May. 
No papers of interest. 
, Sth May. 
LAND OWNED BY BANNERMEN IN CHIHLI— 
METHOD OF ENFORCING PAYMENT OF RENT. 

As is well known, a considerable portion 
of the province of Chihli is owned by ban- 
nermen by whom it is let out to Chinese 


cultivators. The relations between. the 
Manchu landlords and the Chinese tenants 
are not of a friendly character, and in the 
discussion of the questions affecting their 
respective rights, the landlords have always 
been warmly supported by the representa- 
tives of the dominant race in Peking, while 
the Chinese cultivaturs have in recent years 
found a powerful advocate in the Viceroy 
of the province.. A Censor who deals with 
one phase of the subject in this issue of 
the Guzette adduces some historical evid- 
ence in favour of the position taken up by 
the landlords and their legal right to pay- 
ment of rent on the part of the Chinese 
occupants of the soil. He begins by as- 
serting that the organisation known as the 
banner force is the basis on which the pre- 
sent dynasty was founded and upon which 
its future security must rest. During the 
two centuries and more which have elapsed 
since Shun Chih ascended the Throne of 
China, the Manchus have greatly multiplied 
in numbers and a liberal provision for their 
support is a necessary measure if they are 
to be maintained in their former position. 
Grants of lands have at different times and 
under various names been made to the 
adherents of the ruling dynasty for services 
rendered in bringing the Empire under 
their control. Most of the nobles and high 
officials of the Ming period perished with 
the overthrow of the dynasty and their 
lands being left unclaimed were partitioned 
amongst the men and officers of the banner 
force and were subsequently known under 
the designation of ‘‘old circular ground” 
from the fact that each occupant was sup- 
posed to receive as much as he could gallop 
round within a fixed space of time. There 
was another class of land which the original 
Chinese owners yielded up to the Generals 
in command of the invading armies at the 
time of the conquest. The new dynasty 
adopted a policy of great clemency and 
instead of dispossessing the proprietors, 
converted them into tenants, the land tax 
which they previously paid to the State 
being replaced by a rent charge of two or 
three candareens, or at the very most one 
mace per mow payable to the new Manchu 
landlord. The Chinese ought to have been 
grateful for being allowed to retain posses- 
sion of the land on such favourable terms. 
In course of time, however, the origin of 
the ‘‘old circular ground” came tobe forgot- 
ten and it was very generally believed that 
the Manchus had taken forcible possession 
of it at the time'of the conquest. One result 
of this misconception was that the Chinese 
holders refused in the first instance 
to pay their rent on the ground that 
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they were not liable to land tax and subse- 
quently claimed exemption on the false 
plea that they had reclaimed the land: and 
had deeds of ownership. The result was a 
series of lawsuits in which the Board whose 
business it was to adjust such differences 
was bribed by the tenants to delegate its 
duties to the local authorities, who in their 
turn were bribed to delay the proceedings 
for months and years until the landlord 
had exhausted all his means and was 
obliged to return to Peking with the 
case still unsettled. This was the origin 
of the practice of mortgaging Manchu free- 
hold property to Chinese which was carried 
on in violation of the law until the time of 
Hsien Fény, when the prohibition was re- 
laxed for a time in order to enable the 
Manchu owners to part with their land and 
meet the claims of the State arising from 
the Taiping rebellion. This was never in- 
tended however to be a permanent measure, 
and towards the end of last year the 
memorialist was pleased to see that His 
Majesty had by an Edict published in the 
Gazette again forbidden the sale to Chinese 
of lands acquired by Manchus either by 


- grants from the State or by purchase from 


private individuals. The enforcement of 
the old law cannot fail to prove extremely 
beneficial tothe interests of the Manchus, but 
to render it of real effect, it is necessary that 
cases of refusal to pay rent should be dealt 
with by the Board and be no longer re- 
legated to the local authorities. The law 
on the subject is that mixed cases relating 
to land can only be heard by the Board in 
Peking, the authorities of the Banner 
organisation, or the office of the Metro- 
politan Police. The local authorities are 
expressly forbidden to entertain suits of 
this kind and the memorialist would ask 
that the old regulations should be revived 
by the issue of an Imperial Edict’ warning 
the Board that any delegation of their 
duties in this respect will be severely 
punished. The memorialist’s object is to 
ensure the continuance to the Manchus of 
their ancient inheritance by guaranteeing 
them the payment of their lawful rent 
on the part of their Chinese tenants.— 
Decree already published. 


CAPTURE OF PIRATE CHIEFS IN THE 
CANTON WATETS. 


The Viceroy of Canton reports the capture 
of a large number of notorious pirates and 
solicits rewards for the officers who specially 
distinguished themselves in effecting their 
apprehension, The coast of the Canton 
province has, it is stated, been infested 
for many years past by bands of pirates 





who have formed theinselves into powerful 
organisations and harass the country far 
and wide. The chief of all these societies 
whose number isconsiderably over a hundred 
was a notorious pirate called Tséng-lu-yii- 
ch‘uan whose depredations had long been 
the terror of the coast. Last year his 
principal confederate, Tséng Ya-chieh, fell 
into the hands of the authorities, whereupon 
he organised another band and continued 
as active in crime as before. When the 
present Viceroy entered upon office, he 
determined upon making a strenuous effort 
to suppress piracy within his jurisdiction and 


entered into consultation with Fang Yao, - 
the Commander-in-Chief, with a view to- 


devising the best means for effecting his 
object. The latter ascertained that Tséng 
Lu-yii-ch‘iian and his whole following had 
made their way furtively into the interior 
and he decided upon despatching a strong 
force to attack them. After capturingtwelve 
pirates, the Imperial troops came into 
sight of two pirate vessels one of which 
carried the chief Tséng-lu-yit-ch‘iian him- 
self. A brisk fire was at one opened on both 
sides and the pirate chief being wound- 
ed and closely pressed was obliged to take 
to the water and swim for his life, Find- 
ing escape hopeless, he stabbed himself and 
was arrested in a dying condition... The 
vessels having been boarded, 17 foreign 
guns and 23 charts containing the pirates’ 
plans of campaign were amongst the con- 
tents of the plunder. Tséng’s evidence was 
to the effect that as a boy he had joined the 
rebels in the Canton province and had .sub- 
sequently taken up piracy as a profession. 
For nearly a quarter of a century he claimed 
to have been the undisputed leader of all 
the pirates in the Canton waters and his 
yearly income which, exclusive of disburs- 
ments, he estimated at several tens of 
thousands of taels, was shared in by the 
other members of the confederacy. He 
died before he could be sent to Canton, but 
his head was exposed to the public gaze as 
were also those of twelve of his followers 
who shared his fate. Two other parties of 
troops which were sent by Admiral Fang to 
scour the neighbourhood succeeded in cap- 
turing thirty-one pirates and three vessels. 
Several of the prisoners proved to be 
heads of pirate organisations which have 
been preying upon the country for years. 
Altogether, over 40 pirates were brought to 
Justice and the Viceroy claims that no such 
success has been achieved by the preventive 
service in recent years. He closes his 
memorial by soliciting the bestowal of special 
rewards as a recognition of their services 
on this occasion, — Decree already published. 
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DEGRADATION OF A COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF. 

Ma P‘ei-yao, the Governor of Kuangsi, 
recently denounced T ‘ang Pén-yu, an officer 
who holds the rank of Commander-in-Chief, 
for misappropriating military supplies and 
for general laxity in the management of 
the troops under his control. When the 
Governor sent an officer to replace him, he 
produced a number of disabled men to fill 
up the vacancies, the pay of which had 
been going into his own pocket, and he 
even made use of the soldiers as his own 
servants. He has been casliered, and the 
sentence will, it is hoped, tend to purify - 
the military administration. 


REWARDS FOR SERVICES AGAINST ‘THE 

. SAVAGES IN FOMOSA. 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan has submitted a memo- 
rial which has not yet been published 
in which he describes some recent opera- 
tions against the savage settlements 
at Nan-ao. The result of a successful 
engagement has apparently convinced the 
aborigines in this locality of the fruit- 
lessness of maintaining their opposition to 
the Imperial rute and they have sued for 
peace. A number of oificers are specially 
mentioned for their bravery on this occa- 
sion, while one, who held the rank of 
General, is to be cashiered for his unprin-. 
cipled conduct and cowardly behaviour in 
presence of the foe. 


6th May. 


SILTING OF THE RIVER IN FRONT OF THE ARSE- 

NAL AT FOOCHOW—PROPOSED REMEDY. 

The Superintendent of the Arsenal at 
Foochow states that the site of the establish- 
ment as originally selected was on the bank 
of the river at a place where there was a 
great depth of water. A slip was erected 
for launching ships, a dock was dug for 
repairing them, and a hydraulic platform of 
iron was fitted up for raising and lowering 
them. In process of time, however, the 
current of the river became so sluggish 
that it was unable to carry off the de- 
posit, and dredging operations had to be 
resorted to on a large scale. This proved 
a remedy for some time, but during the 
last few years the current has entirely 
deflected to the opposite bank of the river 
and shoals have formed immediately in 
front of the Arsenal. The memorialist 
himself recently surveyed the locality ina 
steam launch and came to the conclusion 
that unless something was done at once to 
free the course of the water, the site of the 
Arsenal would be utterly spoiled. The 
only means of clearing out the bed of the 
river is to produce a scour by the intro- 
duction of water. This, he thinks, could 





at present be best effected by making a 
cutting on the upper reach of the river 
below Pieht‘ou village. Another plan 
which he considers less effective but also 
less expensive is to construct a breakwater 
of bamboo piles on the opposite side of the 
river further up. The rebound of the cur- 
rent after it had struck upon the bamboo 
structure would probably create the ne- 
cessary scour. This would only cost a few 
thousand taels.and from motives of economy 
he has decided to adopt it although he is by 
no means certain that 1t will prove effectual. 
Supplemented by dredging operations 
which will be actively prosecuted, he hopes 
that the scheme may serve to protect the 
site of the Arsenal. 

APPLICATION FOR SICK LEAVE BY THE 
UPERINTENDENT OF THE FOOCHOW 
ARSENAL. 

The Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal states that during last summer he 
was troubled with liver complaint which 
at first he did not consider of a serious 
nature. This spring, however, his malady 
has become greatly aggravated. The in- 
fluence of the wood element in his con- 
stitution has attained such a degree of 
ascendency as to seriously impair the 


action of the element earth and the 


result is that he is suffering from giddi- 
ness and singing in the ears which pre- 
vents hii from getting any rest at 
night. He has taken a dozen or more 
doses of medicine but has experienced no 
relief. The Doctors tell him that his 
illness is caused by worry and overwork 
and that nothing but complete rest will 
restore him to his former state of health. 
He had intended to ask for leave earlier, 
but determined to struggle on with his work 
until the construction of the Lung-wet was 
completed. The vessel is now ready to start 
for Tientsin and the boats that are being 
built forthe Canton Government arenearing 
completion. He asks therefore that he 
may be permitted to avail himself of two 
months’ leave of absence for the benefit of 
his health.—Granted by vescript. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO STUDENTS FROM 
| THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 

The Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal submits a recommendation for the 
bestowal of posthumous honours upon two 
students belonging to the establishment 
who died while pursuing their studies 
abroad. One of them, Ch‘én Ho-t‘an, 
had studied English for some time in 
a public school in England and after 
attaining proficiency in the language, 
had devoted himself most assiduously to 
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acquiring a knowledge of applied mecha- 
nics in a shipbuilding yard in Scotland. 
Overwork brought on spitting of blood from 
which he died in a hospital in France. 
The other, Lin Chih-jung, had been study- 
ing for three years in France and also fell 
a victim to excessive application to work. 
The French doctors pronounced him in- 
curable and he returned to Foochow to die. 
The Emperor has been pleased to sanction 
the application made on their behalf. 


7th and 8th May. 
OFFICIAL CHANGES IN SHENSI. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, who has been in retire- 
ment for some years, reports his assump- 
tion of office as Governor of Shensi, and a 
number of other officers who had been 
temporarily holding acting appointments, 
announce the resumption of the duties of 
their former posts, 


9th May. 
OFFICIAL CHANGES IN SHANSI. 


P‘an Chiin-wén, the Chief Justice of 
Shansi, reports that he has entered upon 
his duties as Governor of the Province, ad 
interim, pending the arrival of Liu Jui-ch‘ 
upon whom the substantive post has been 
conferred. Yii Lien-san, the Intendant of 
the Chining Circuit, will in the meantime 
carry on the work of the Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor’s office. 


NATURE OF REWARD TO BE CONFERRED 
UPON AN’ OFFICER FOR COLLECTING 
SUBSCRIPTIONS IN CONNECTION WITH 
FAMINE RELIEF. 

The late Governor of Anhui recommended 
that an expectant Taotai named Wei Kuet- 
lin should be granted brevet rank of the 
second grade for his exertions in collecting 
subscriptions in Honan for the relief of the 
distress that prevailed in Anhui. To this 
the Board objected and proposed to rewara 
the Taotai by conferring upon him one step 
of commutative rank and recording three 
marks for good service after his name. 
The present Governor, in supporting the 
recommendation of his predecessor, points 
out that the sum collected, Tls. 10,000, was a 
very large one considering that the province 
in which it was raised had itself suffered 
from a terrible inundation very shortly 
before, ,and expresses a strong hope that 
the Emperor will be pleased to bestow the 
reward originally solicited upon the officer 
by whose single exertions the amount was 
raised.—Referred to the consideration of the 
Board. 

FORTS UPON THE YANGTZE. 

Six years ago a number of fortifications 

were constructed outside the East gate of 
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the cupital of Anhui, at Liangshan, 
and in the neighbourhood of Lanchiang- 
chi on the Yangtze. Before he entered 
upon office, the present Governor of the 
province made a tour of inspection of 
these defence works and convinced him- 
self that they suffer severely every year 
from the overflow of the River. This 
was especially the case last year when 
the damage done was so s:>rious that the 
Governor sent the Intendant of the An 
Lu Ch‘u Ho Circuit on a special commis- 
sion to furnish him with a report on the 
subject. The Taotai found that there 
were originally the following fortifications 
in the locality—two forts, one open and 
one covered, outside the East gate of 
Anch‘ing Fu; three forts of a similar de- 
scription on the banks of the River north 
and south of Lanchiangchi and four open 
forts at Liangshan, All the forts contained 
walled encampments and were provided 
with powder magazines and other requisites 
in accordance with Western custom. The 
Taotai’s report revealed the very serious 
nature of the damage sustained by the 
floods aud he estimated the cost of the 
necessary repairs at considerably over Tls. 
40,000. The Governor has given orders 
for the complete restoration of the work 
the cost of which is to be defrayed from 
the River defence budget for the province 
of Anhui.—Approved by Rescript. 


10th May. 
RAIN AT PEKING. 

Court Circular : The Governor of Shun- 
t‘ien Fu reports the fall of between 4 and 
5 inches of rain at Peking. 

PEKING EXAMINATIONS.—LIST OF 
GRADUATES. 

A decree, announcing the numbers of 
the successful candidates at the recent 
metropolitan examinations. They are as 


follows :— 

(From Peking) Manchus......-.....04. 9 
- »»  Mongolians............ 4 

“i ie Chinese Bannermen 7 
Province of  Chihli ........cs.ceecee: 24 
5 Feng-t‘ien .........0.. 4 

ses Shantung ............ 22 

9 SHATIS! oicicuevatesss cnet 10 

as Honan......... vabeeuees 17 

$5 SHONISD wis ssnrdeseveessax 14 

3 Kangu ~.c.cccsesesseaee D 

7 Kiangsu ......c.cceeeee 26 

- ANAUL \sdeccescvesevceses 17 

» Chékiang  ......620...28 

- Kiangsi ...... soesee 22 
Hupeh Cerevescaereenewen 15 

” Honan sins ooeaisveas 14 
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Province of Szechuan .,........,..14 
= Fukien  ...cceccecssees 20 
FOrin0sa..scceees coceees Sy hTsAaed weaves 2 
Province of Kuangtung ............ 17 
“ Kuangsi ............... 13 

- Yiinnan ............... 12 

- Kueichow ............ 11 
Total=328 


CHARITABLE DONATIONS IN CHEKIANG. 


On the application of the Governor of 
Chékiang His Majesty sanctions the erection 
of a memorial archway in honour of the 
deceased wife of an expectant Magistrate 
living in the Kueian district, who con- 
tributed a sum of Tis. 1,000 towards relief 
of the distress caused by the inundations 
of last year. A similar memorial is also 
sanctioned in honour of the deceased parents 
of a gentleman of Wucheng, who in obe- 
dience to their dying behests has subscribed 
a like amount for the same charitable 
object. | 

An expectant Taotai named Yen Hsin- 
how, who has contributed a sum of Tls. 
3,000 towards the relief of distress in his 
native district of Tzuch‘i is also rewarded 
by the grant of the button of the second 
rank. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CHEKIANG. 


The high authorities of Chékiang were 
recently called upon to forward to Peking 
during the present year the following sums 
from the salt revenue of the province, viz: 
Contribution to metropolitan expenditure 
Tls. 220,000, contribution to Imperial 
Household Tls. 50,000, one half of these 
amounts to be forwarded before the end 
of the 6th month, and the remainder early 
in the 12th month of the year. The Gov- 
ernor now reports the transmission of a 
first instalment under the above heads of 
Tls, 60,000 and Tls. 15,000 respectively. 


THANKSGIVING FOR RAIN. 


A decree expressing His Majesty’s pro- 
found gratitude for the grateful rain which 
has fallen after the prayers offered up by 
himself and his nobles. He announces 
his intention of proceeding to the Ta Kao 
Tien in person on the 14th inst. to return 
thanks for the mercies of heaven, and to 
offer up prayers for further rain. Similar 
services at other State temples will be at- 
tended by certain nobles designated in the 
decree. 

11th May. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN SHANSI. 


The Acting Governor of Shansi reports 
the result of an enquiry into the circum- 
stances attending the escape of a criminal 
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under sentence of death, from the district 
prison at Hukuan on 4th September last. 
After careful enquiry it has been ascer- 
tained that the escape was effected under 
cover of a stormy night, while the watch- 
men on duty were fast asleep. The pri- 
soner having wrenched off his manacles, 
and forced asunder the wooden bars of 
his prison, next dug a hole through an 
inner wall, and climbed by means of a door 
on to the top of the outer wall and so 
escaped. The evidence showed that the 
usual nightly inspection had been duly 
held by the prison officials, who had satis- 
fied themselves that all the prisoners were 
properly secured, and given the necessary 
instructions for their safe custody. It was 
moreover proved that neither the jail- 
warden nor his subordinates in any way 
aided or abetted the prisoner to escape, 
but inasmuch as it was owing to a tempo- 
rary want of supervision on their part 
that he did get away, the law must 
consequently take its course. The jailor 
has accordingly been sentenced to 100 
blows and banishment for three years. 
The prison clerk and watchman on duty 
are to receive 80 blows, and the jail-warden 
who has already been cashiered is to be 
detained for the purpose of assisting in the 
capture of the escaped criminal. If at the 
end of five years the latter should be still 
at large the question of further punish- 
ment will be taken into consideration. The 
Acting Magistrate having handed over 
charge before the expiry of the four months 
assigned for the capture of the prisoner, it 
is requested that the Board-may be directed 
to consider and decide on his case.— 
Referred to the Board of Punishments. 


INSPECTION OF IMPERIAL HUNTING GROUNDS. 

The Lieutenant-Governor at Jeho reports 
that having occasion to visit certain temples 
within the Imperial hunting grounds, in 
connection with repairs now in progress 
there, he proposes to avail himself of this 
opportunity to inspect the boundaries of 
the Reserve. These have probably been 
considerably encroached on since 1877, 
in which year steps were taken by the 
then Lieutenant-Governor to put a stop to 
‘any further occupation of land within the 
Reserve by squatter agriculturalists. Over 
ten years have elapsed since then, and 
though on several occasions officers have 
been sent to inspect the hunting grounds, 
none of memorialist’s predecessors have 
ever been there in person. He proposes 
to start on the-27th April, taking with 
him his seal of office, so that any matter 
of great importance may receive his per- 


sonal attention while on the march. Dur- 
ing his absence, En Liang the Taotai at 
Jeho, and certain other officers will carry 
on the despatch of all ordinary business. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


Sheng T‘ai, Imperial Commissioner in 
Tibet, reports the conclusion of the per- 
iodical inspection of troops stationed in the 
three cantonments at Gyantse and Tingjih, 
and of the frontier guard-station in Ulterior 
Tibet. This duty was delegated by me- 
morialist to a captain of the Chinese garri- 
son in Tibet, who gives a favourable 
account of the proficiency of the Chinese 
and native troops inspected by him. They 
marched well in line and acquitted them- 
selves very creditably in volley firing, 
whilst in mounted archery and target- 
practice the average of successful shots 
was over eighty per cent. The usual peace- 
ful condition of things is reported to pre- 
vail at the several frontier guard-stations. 


May 12th. 


BIOGRAPHY OF LATE MARQUIS TSENG TO BE 
COMPILED, 


A Decree.—In reply to a memorial from 
the Viceroy of Chihli, Li Hung-chang, set- 
ting forth the high qualifications of the 
late Tséng Chi-tsé, and praying that his 
biography may be incorporated among the 
chronicles of State, His Majesty, after 
touching on the worthy manner in which the 
deceased Minister filled the post of Envoy 
abroad, the highly satisfactory way in which, 
as a member of the Tsungli Yamén he con- 
ducted international relations with Foreign 
Powers, and the valuable assistance render- 
ed by himin connection with the organisation 
of the newly formed Admiralty Board, com- 
mands that a biography of the late minister 
be enrolled among the records of the State 
Historian’s office, and that as a mark of 
special favour, a title of canonisation be 
conferred upon him, in token of the lasting 
regard with which His Majesty cherishes 
the memory of a loyal servant of the 
Throne. 


APPEAL AGAINST MAGISTRATE IN HUNAN. 


The Court of Censors forwards an 
appeal lodged by Wang Hsiin-chih, an 
(fficer in the Educational department, com- 
plaining of the oppressive conduct of the 
district magistrate of Siishui, in Honan. 
The appeal which is of no genera] interest 
charges the magistrate with having wrong- 
fully procured the dismissal of complainant 
from his post for having sided with a student 
against whom the magistrate had a grudge, 
further alleging that he hushed up a charge 
against his subordinates of causing the 
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death of a man by excessive punishment, 
and persistently persecuted an uncle of the 
latter in order to stave off enquiry into the 
affair ; other charges are that he unlawful- 
ly exacted over Tls. 30,000 from the people 
of his district in connection with the pro- 
vision of carts and horses for government 
service, that he squeczed the inhabitants in 
the price of material for the river works at 
Chéngchow, and exacted forced loans of 
lareg sums, in addition to ‘‘season fees” from 
various merchants. Though in charge of a 
poor district the magistrate has it, is alleg- 
ed, managed to accumulate, during his ten 
years’ tenure of office, large sums of money 
which he has placed out at interest with 
traders at the provincial capital. Being 
unable to obtain any redress from the pro- 
vincial authorities to whom the appellant 
has applied, he has consequently lodged the 
present appeal, praying that his case may 
be thoroughly investigated.—Rescript. al- 
ready published. 


APPEAL FROM CHIHLI. 


A second memorial from the Censorate 
forwarding a complaint lodged by a num- 
ber of the inhabitants of the Hochien dis- 
trict in Chihli, who appeal against the 
unlawful and oppressive exactions practised 
in connéction with the services required of 
them on Government account. In accord- 
ance with long established usage the in- 
habitants have hitherto been called on to 
provide one cart with a team of cattle once 
a month, for the conveyance of prisoners 
or government treasure passing through 
the district, this service being consequently 
known as yueh ch'c. Since the autumn 
of 1888, however, when the present magis- 
trate assumed his office, his clerks have 
insisted on one cart being provided for 
every two ch‘ang of land held by each land 
owner, or commutation at the rate of 5,000 
Peking cash per cart ; requisitioning more- 
over during the year some 62 carts equiva- 
lent to 310,000 Peking cash instead of 12 as 
formerly. The underlings following their 
example have become more and more rapa- 
cious, going constantly about armed with 
warrants, and arresting everyone who re- 
fuses to comply with their extortionate 
demands. Again, the assessment of land- 
tax used formerly to vary according to the 
price of silver, which is now locally worth 
about 3,000 Peking cash per tael; the 
tax-clerks however exact no less than 5,150 
copper cash per tael. Under these circum- 
atances the: complainants failing to obtain 
a hearing from the provincia] authorities 


have lodged the present appeal, which -|- 


memorialists state is very much to the 


same effect as those previously brought to 
their notice by other natives of the same 
district. —Rescript already published. 


MINING OPERATIONS IN YUNNAN. 


1.—T'ang Chiung, the Director of Mines 
in Yiinnan, reports on the recent progress of 
mining enterprise in the province. A new 
coal-pit has been opened in the neighbour- 
hood of Hsiianwei and Huitse, but as it 
is not yet in working order, all the coal 
procurable in the district has been bought 
up and conveyed to the mines, so that there 
may be no interruption in smelting operar- 
tions. The various other mines, though not 
yet in a perfectly flourishing condition, are 
rapidly improving. At Hsiaoshuiching, 
200 li distant from the Ch‘iaochia district, 
the mining company has been assisting the 
natives to start works on their own account, 
aud over 100 shafts have been sunk by 
them, 40 additional seams being opened 
in the latter part of February. Further 
capital has been supplied, and in the 
course of a few years it 1s hoped that there 
will be a flourishing mine there. The pro- 
spects of the Weining lead mine are 
improving every day, and complete success 
may be anticipated within a few months. 
A reservoir has been constructed for the 


‘supply of water for washing the ore, smelt- 


ing furnaces have been put up, and ex- 
tended operations undertaken at Shui 
Ch‘eng, and Meihua Shan. A quantity of 
foreign machinery has also been purchased, 
but has not yet arrived at Shanghai. In 
the meantime memorialist has given orders 
to have the second instalment of the ninth 
lot of copper for Peking smelted and sent 
off as soon as possible. 

2.—'The same official further states that 
according to a repurt received from the 
Mining Company, copper and lead mines 
have been opened, during the last two 
years, at Lutien, Yungshan, P'‘ingyi, 
Hsiianwei, Ningchow, Hohsi, and Shih- 
p‘ing, besides those previously existing at 
Ch‘iaochia and Weining. Wherever ore 
has been discovered the company have 
either opened mines themselves, or assist- 
ed the natives to work them on their 
own account. The total working expenses 
during this period have amounted to over 
Tls. 600,000, subscribed by shareholders 
at Chungking, Hankow, Shanghai and 
elsewhere. Tls. 30,000 more being now 
required to carry on and further develop 
mining operations, the company have 
applied for a loan of Tls. 100,000 repayable 
in four years. Memorialist, though object- 
ing in principle to advances. of capital by 
Government, considers that under the 
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circumstances the loan may properly be 
made in this case, and has therefore ad- 
vanced the required amount to the Mining 
Company. He thinks however that four 
years is too long a period, and has accord- 
ingly made the loan repayable by instal- 
ments within two years, 


13th May. 


APPLICATION FOR INDULGENCE TO AN 
OFFENDER FOR THE SAKE OF HIS MOTHER. 


The Governor-General of the Hukuang 
provinces submits a recommendation pray- 
ing for a remission of the sentence passed 
on a second captain in the Hupeh army, 
who was banished to the New Dominion 
for complicity in a case of smuggling. As 
it was alleged that he was the sole support 
of his aged mother enquiries were set on 
foot, in accordance with the law relating 
to indulgence to offenders for the sake of 
their parents, which have established the 
following facts. His father is dead, and 
his mother who is over eighty years of age 
never had any other sons but himself, his 
own son is still quite young, and there is 
consequently no male child or grandchild 
to support the mother. He has, it appears, 
always borne a good character, and under 
these circumstances, memorialist submits 
for His Majesty’s consideration and deci- 
sion whether the sentence of banishment 
may be commuted for one of exposure in 
the cangue for forty days, the offender 
being then set at liberty to attend on his 
aged parent.—eferred to the Board con- 
cerned. 

DISTURBANCE AT A MAGISTRATE’S YAMEN IN 
CHEKIANG. 

The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
result of the trial of several individuals for 
creating a disturbance at the magistrate’s 
yamén at P'‘inghu in that province, the 
origin of the occurrence being as follows :— 
In the autumn of last year a prolonged 
rainfall having flooded the country and 
ruined all the crops, a number of agricultur- 
alists, instigated by a discharged tipao named 
Li Erh, determined to make this a pretext 
to appeal en masse for a remission of their 
rents and grain-taxes. The villagers were 
accordingly assembled by gong, under 
penalty of having their houses pulled down, 
and a mob of over 100 individuals proceeded 
to the district city where they made their 
way into the magistrate’s yamén. The 
magistrate was sitting in Court and tried to 
quiet the people, but Li Erh kept inciting 
them to make a disturbance remaining 
himself in the background so that he should 
not be recognised by the magistrate. A man 
called Peng A-pei pushed his way to the 


frontand demanded a remission of rent and 
grain-tax. The magistrate promised that 
inconsideration of the failure of the crops he 
would recommend the land proprietors to 
forego their rents, but explaied that the 
question of any remission of taxation would 
have to be referred to the Throne, after 
the extent of the damage done to the crops 
had been ascertained. In order to appease 
the mob he then and there proceeded to 
draw up a proclamation to this effect, but 
Peng A-pei snatched the document away 
and tore it up. Seeing this one or two of 
the crowd who had previously joined in the 
clamour withdrew from the yamén and 
went home, whilst Peng A-pei, still insti- 
gated by Li Erh, continued his violent 
harangue. By this time the crowd had 
increased to such an extent and had become 
so unruly that the magistrate was knocked 
down, and the table and other furniture 
in the court-room simashed to pieces, till 
finally a number of the local civil and milit- 
ary officials arrived to restore order and 
the mob dispersed. Li Erh and several 
others were arrested shortly afterwards and 
put upon their trial at the provincial capital 
where they admitted the facts as above 
related, The criminal code provides 
that where any persons coerce the peo- 
ple into refusing to pay their taxes, or 
to the number of 40 or upwards crowd 
into a public office creating a disturbance 
and wantonly insulting the officials, the 
ringleader shall be decapitated and his head 
sent for exposure at the scene of his offence. 
This sentence has accordingly been passed 
on Li-erh, the prime instigator in the whole 
affair, and duly carried into effect at the 
provincial capital whence his head has been 
forwarded to be exposed at the scene of the 
occurrence. Peng A-pei, as guilty in a 
secondary degree has been sentenced to be 
strangled after the usual period of incarcera- 
tion. The other prisoners are less culpable 
inasmuch as they withdrew when Peng A- 
pei tore up the magistrate’s proclamation, 
thereby showing themselves not altogether 
devoid of respect for authority, but as they 
had previously taken part in the disturbance 
and joined in the tumult, they have been 
sentenced to receive 100 blows and be 
banished to a distance of 3,000 Ix, confirma- 
tion of which sentence is now solicited. — 
Referred to the Buard of Punishments. 


May 14th. 
ABORIGINAL RISING IN SZECHUAN. 

A decree based on a memorial from the 
high civil and military authorities of Sze- 
chuan, reporting the successful result of 
operations undertaken against the Chan 
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Tui tribe of aborigines on the frontiers 
of that province. The memorialists are 
directed to consult with the Imperial Re- 
sidents in Tibet, taking under their con- 
sideration the question of reducing the 
ee of taxation and personal service, 
and concerting measures for the restoration 
of order, and pacification of the frontier. 
The commander of the Imperial forces, Hsii 
Lien-k‘uei, is to be promoted to the first 
vacancy as colonel on the Szechuan 
establishment, and permission is given to 
apply for rewards on behalf of any otticers 
who specially distinguished themselves 
during the operations. 


RIVER CONSERVANCY IN CHEKIANG. 


A decree in reply to a memorial from 
one of the supervising censors praying that 
orders may be given for the repair of 
certain water-ways in the province of Ché- 
kiang, and further denouncing the district 
magistrate of Chiahsing for keeping back 
relief funds, etc. Though the several 
charges brought against this official have 
proved to be quite unfounded, His Ma- 
jesty orders his removal from office on the 
ground of general perfunctoriness, lack of 
energy, etc. The other question raised by 
the memorialist being one which affects 
the water-system of the western portion of 
the province, the Governor, who has already 
given orders for the preparation of the ne- 
cessary surveys and estimates, is further 
directed to take measures to deepen the 
rivers and strengthen the embankments 
wherever necesssary for the protection of 
the neighbouring agricultural districts. 


FOOCHOW REMITTANCES TO PEKING. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports the 
despatch of sundry remittances to Peking 
being instalments of the following subsi- 
dies he has been called upon to provide 
during the present year, viz:—Tls. 50,000 
for the Imperial Household, out of the tea- 
duty receipts, T'ls. 200,000 from the same 
source for the Board of Revenue towards 
the general fund for Peking expenditure, 
together with Tls. 5,000 per mensem to- 
wards the Peking reserve fund. As pre- 
viously explained it is impossible owing to 
the scarcity of silver in the province to 
remit otherwise than by bills of exchange, 
in spite of the orders issued by the Board 
of Revenue that this mode of remitting 
should be discontinued. Memorialist has 
therefore procured drafts for the following 
_ amounts, viz: Tls. 15,000 for the Imperial 

Household, Tls. 20,000 for the Board of 
Revenue, and Tis. 15,000 towards the 
Peking Reserve Fund. ‘The bankers who 
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granted the drafts will not be paid for them 


till after they have been cashed in Peking. 


EXPENDITURE OF THE IMPERIAL FACTORY AT 
SOOCHOW. 


- The Superintendent of the Imperial Fac- 
tory at Soochow submits his accounts for 
the twelve months ending March 1889. 
During this period the regulation allowance 
of Tis. 30,000 has been drawn from the 
provincial treasury of Kiangsu, against 
which the cost of articles furnished to 
the Imperial Household amounted to Tis. 
17,824 odd. Packing and carriage came to 
Tis. 1,211 odd. Two jade seals supplied 
fur Her Majesty the Empress Dowager 
cost in all Tls. 3,867. Travelling and other 
expenses Tis, 69, giving a grand total of 
Tis. 22,971. A deficit of Tls. 5,837 from 
last year has also been paid off out of this 
year's funds leaving thus a balance in hand 
of Tls. 1,190 to be carried to next account. 


SILKS, ETC. FOR PALACE FORWARDED 
FROM SOOCHOW. 


The same official reports the completion 
of an order for 4,000 large flowered pouches 
and 200 plain black satin presentation 
pouches for Imperial use. The order has 
been executed at a cost of Tls. 8,758 in- 
cluding Tls. 400 for packing and carriage, 
which has been defrayed out of a sum of 
Tls. 8,960 received from the Provincial 
Governor. 

A further order from the Imperial 
Household for 950 rolls of silk and satin 
and robes embroidered with dragons has 
also been completed at a cost of Tls. 13,393 
odd. The original estimate was only Tls. 
13,244, the department having omitted 
to mention that the robes were required to 
be in the Manchu fashion which increased 
the cost of them by Tls. 140. 


15th May. 
APPOINTMENT OF PREFECT AT CANTON. 


The high authorities of the Canton Pro- 
vince report that having recently been . 
commanded to select from among the ranks 
of prefects holding office in Kuangtung an 
officer to fill the vacant post of prefect at 
Canton, their choice has fallen upon Li Sui, 
lately prefect at Huichow Fu, a native of 
Kuangsi, and formerly a senior secretary 
in the Board of Punishments. In obedience 
to His Majesty’s instructions Lu Ping- 
cheng has been appointed to fill the vacancy 
at Huichow. 


CHARGE OF ATTEMPTING TO UPSET A PRIOR 
MARRIAGE CONTRACT. 
An expectant prefect named Hsi T‘ing- 
chien living at Tungan in the province cf 
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Hunan was recently charged by a fellow- 
townsman with attempting to obtain as his 
concubine a girl who had already been 
attianced to the complainant’s son. Failing 
to answer the summons of the district 
magistrate the defendant was denounced, 
provisionally stripped of his rank, and in 
due course brought to trial at the provincial 
capital, when the following facts were elicit- 
ed. In1877 the complainant, Wei Té-ch‘eng, 
had arranged that his eldestson should marry 
the daughter of a certain Wu Tsu-mao. In 
1888 the defendant was looking out for a 
concubine, and hearing that Wu Tsu-mao 
had a daughter who was of a very gentle and 
docile disposition, sent to make enquiries, 
but was informed that she had already been 
promised in marriage, and there the matter 
ended. About this time, Wei Té-ch‘eng’s 
son being now grown up, the former was 
anxious for the marriage to take place, but 
the girl’s father continually asked that it 
should be put off for a time. Learning 
that the defendant had been making en- 
quiries about the girl with a view to 
obtaining her as his concubine, Wei 
Té-ch‘eng suspected the father of wanting 
to break off the match, and so brought the 
present charge against Hsi T‘ing-chien. 
The iater when summoned by the district 
magistrate was absent on business and had 
thus been prevented from appearing to 
answer the charge. 

In passing the case under review the 
Governor of Hunan submits that as the 
charge against Hsi ‘‘ing-chien was brought 
under a misapprehension on the part of the 
plaintiff, and not from any intention to lay 
a false and malicious information, there is 
consequently no occasion to proceed against 
Wei Té-ch‘eng any further-in the matter. 
Nor need the case against the defendant 
be further considered, since his failure to 
appear when summoned by the magistrate 
was due to his absence at the time on busi- 
ness, not to his having refused to obey an 
official summons; and it is therefore re- 
quested that his original rank be restored 
to him. The go-between is in no way to 
blame, having acted in ignorance of the 
fact that the girl was already betrothed, 
and as the latter has now arrived at a 
marriageable age, Wei Té-ch‘eng has been 
ordered to fix a day for the wedding be- 
tween her and his son.—Referred tu the 
Board of Punishments. 


FENGYANG CUSTOMS RECEIPTS. 

The Taotai of the Fengying Circuit in 
Hunan, who is also superintendent of the 
Fengyang Customs, whilst submitting his 
accounts for the year ending 18th February 
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last, states that in former days the superin- 
tendent used to receive out of the surplus 
Customs collection during the year an 
anti-extortion allowance of Tls. 6,000 per 
annum, and a similar sum for expenses. 
These allowances were abolished when the 
office wis amalgamated with that of the 
Lufeng Taotai, whose own pay was amply 
sufficient, the amounts being thenceforward 
credited to Government. In 1766 the then 
superintendent of Customsand his successors 
were authorised by the Emperor Ch‘ien 
Lung to retain as a personal gratuity the 
sum of Tls. 1,000 per annum out of the 
former anti-extortion allowance. In 1876 
the Fengyang Custom-house, which had 
been abolished, was re-established, and 
since that date, owing to the smallness of 
the collection, appropriations have been 
made from the Customs revenue proper 
of Ts. 1,000 per annum for anti-extortion 
allowance and Tls. 1,000 per annum for 
expenses, both these amounts being how- 
ever relinquished by the superintendent and 
paid over to Government with the general 
balance. Including these sums therefore 
the net revenue for the twelve months 
ending 18th February 1890 amounts to Ts. 
6,164.3.0.6.4 made up as follows :— 
Extra collection of 7% on a/c of 
eneral expenses .......61.. 66 oe 
Allowancefor meltage, etc.,at7%.. 
Balance of Customs 
duties collected, 
‘* weight surplus,” 
C0Os heaeocseaucceaues 3,056. 9.5. 
Less expenses..2,921.9 5.7. 


1, 
l 


135.0.0.0.0 
32.8.0.0 0 








Balance of extra 1% charged to 
cover Joss in weighing, etc....... 
Unclaimed anti-extortion allow- 
ance to superintendent ... .....1,000.0.0.0.0 
Do. allowance for expenses ...1,000.0.0.0.0 








giving a total of Tis. 6,164.3.0.6.4 





which is being forwarded in charge of a de- 
puty. 

Rescript :—Let the department concerned 
take note. 


MISCONDUCT OF A PRIVATE SECRETARY 
IN KUANGSI. 

The unwarranted assumption of authority 
by the private secretaries. of government 
otticials, dependent as the latter are, toa 
great extent, on the assistance of these 
secretaries, is an unmitigated source of evil 
to the public service, says the governor of 
Kuangsi, who has been making strenuous 
efforts, not altogether without success, to 
introduce reform among his subordinates. 
If the litigation of a province i3 to be con- 
ducted with: justice and impartiality it is 
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essential that the judge and and prefect 
at the provincial capital to whose courts 
all judicial proceedings converge, should 
have fit and proper men for their secre- 
taries. There is however a certain rascally 
private secretary, Chu Wen-wei by name, 
a native of the Canton province, who has 
sumehow managed to attach himself per- 
manently for the last 20 years in the capa- 
city of law-secretary to the Courts of the 
judge and prefect at the provincial capital. 
By his assumption of authority and mali- 
cious disposition he has acquired great 
power and unbounded influence, and all 
the public offices being full of his rascally 
companions he manages to have a hand in 
everything that is going on. Whenever 
any new district official is appointed he 
forthwith proceeds to recommend one of 
his protégés or else some personal friend, 
whether qualified for the post or not, so 
that it constantly- happens that nominees 
of his, engaged at heavy salaries, prove per- 
fectly incompetenttodeal with even the most 
ordinary questions. Memorialist has come 
to the conclusion that this state of things in 
which the secretary and not the official is 
the ruling power arises from the fact that 
the latter does not hold office for any 
certain length of time, whilst the former is 
never changed. The preliminary step in 
the direction of reform is therefore to get 
rid of all dishonest subordinates of this 
class, and memorialist now applies for a 
Decree ordering that the said Chu Wen- 
wei be driven out of the province, and 
prohibited from ever again serving therein. 
The posts of law secretary at each of the 
above-named yaméns can then be conferred 
on honourable and well-educated men who 
will separately attend to their respective 
duties. Any of the protégés or friends of 
the former secretary who may venture to 
follow in his evil footsteps will similarly 
be driven away as soon as their misdeeds 
shall have been brought to memorialist’s 
notice.-—Sanctioned by rescript. 


16th May. 


OFFICIALS CASHIERED IN SZECHUAN. 


A decree dismissing a number of district 
and department magistrates in Szechuan, 
who have been impeached by the Governor- 
General Liu Ping-chang, for various forms 
of misconduct and incompetence. 


ADDITIONAL DEGREES FOR CERTAIN DISTRICTS 
IN KANSU. 


The Governor-General of the Shen-kan 
rovinces and the Literary Chancellor of 
nsu, in a joint memorial apply for sanc- 
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tion to an increase in the number of degrees 
to be competed for by the scholars of the 
districts of Hsining and Tat‘ung. * The 
literati and gentry of these two districts 
have represented that the number of degrees 
now allotted is too small, considering the 
improved state of education, and suggest 
an increase of four degrees for Hsining 
and two for Tat‘ung. It appears that 
the number of degrees allotted to the 
Hsining district, which includes the two 
sub-prefectures of Tankeerh and Payen- 
jungko is only 8 altogether, whilst the 
candidates number over 400. In Tat‘ung 
there are only 2 degrees to be competed for 
among 80 or 90 students, that being the 
number of degrees originally assigned to 
the district in the reign of Ch‘ien Lung, . 
when the spread of education had only just 
begun. These numbers seem very unfair 
in comparison with those of the sub- 
prefectures of MHsiinhua and, Kueité 
each of which places is allowed 4 degrees, 
though never producing more than about 
20 candidates. At the recent examinations 
held by the Literary Chancellor at Hsi- 
ningfu, a considerable number of candi- 
dates from the MHsining and Tat‘ung 
districts, whose essays were admirable pro- 
ductions, had to be rejected solely on 
account of the limited number allowed 
to be passed. There are therefore good 
grounds for the request now preferred by 
the literati, but as the number of degrees 
is fixed by regulation, there are also difficul- 
ties in the way of making any alteration. 
After mature consideration the following 
solution of the question has presented 
itself to memorialists. The two districts 
of Ninghsia and Ningso in the prefecture 
of Ninghsia have each 17 degrees allotted 
to them, whilst Anhua and Kuyiian 
have 12 each. These districts have never 
recovered from the effects of the rebel- 
lion and so few candidates present them- 
selves for examination that the num- 
bers passed are invariably below the pre- 
scribed limit. Memorialists would there- 
fore propose that 2 of the 17 degrees_ hi- 
therto allotted to each of the districts of 
Ninghsia and Ningso should be given to 
Hsining, making an increase of 4 for 
the latter district, and that of the 12 
degrees allowed to Anhua and Kuyiian, 
one should be taken from each and 
allotted to Tat‘ung. By this arrangement 
the total number of degrees allowed for 
the province will remain unaltered, whilst 
the cause of education will benefit by the 
increased incentives to study thereby 
afforded.—Refer,ed to the Board of Cere- 
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MEDICINE FOR THE PALACE. 


‘The Governor of Anhui reports that he 
is forwarding for the use of the Imperial 
Household a supply of the wild medicinal 
root called Sx (a species of Atractylodes) 
found among the hills in the district. of 
Huichow. The quantity collected on this 
occasion amounts to 52 ounces of the finest 
quality, which has been gathered by experts 
and selected by persons possessing a know- 
ledge of medicine, so that there is no doubt 
about its being the right plant. 


EARTHQUAKE IN KANSU. 


The authorities at Hsining in Kansu 
report the occurrence of an earthquake in 
‘that district early on the morning of the 
28th February last. The shock lasted only 
a few seconds and no damage was done in 
the city or suburbs, but at Tungch‘uan a 
mud-buiult house was thrown down, the 
inmates lowever escaping unhurt. At 
P‘ingjung a portion of the city wall col- 
lapsed burying a man under the deébris. 
who was found to be still alive when ex- 
tricated, and at Paituwa four individuals 
living ina house built under a hill were 
killed by the fall of a superincumbent mass 


of earth. No other casualties have been 
reported. 
17th May. 
APPOINTMENT, 


K‘uei-hsiin is gazetted Taotai in Féng- 
t‘ien with control of the postal administra- 
tion of the province. 


RETIREMENT OF LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR. 


The Governor of Shantung reports that 
Wang ¥ii-tsao, the Lieutenant-Governor of 
the province, has been obliged to go into 
mourning for the usual period in conse- 
quence of the death of his mother. The 
duties of the post have been rendered 
much more onerous in recent years owing 
to the frequent absences of the Governor in 
connection with Yellow River works. The 
most competent officer the memorialist 
can recommend for the acting appointment 
is the Provincial Judge, Fu-jun, who has 
performed the duties of Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor on several previous occasions and shows 
much intelligence and capacity in his official 
work. The office of Provincial Judge will 
be temporarily filled by Wang Tso-fu, 
the Intendant of the Chi Tungt‘aiwulin 
Circuit, who has had considerable legal 
experience. 


GOVERNOR OF HUNAN ASSUMES OFFICE, 


‘Chang-hsii, the Governor of Shensi, who 
was. recently transferred to the governor- 
ship of Hunan, reports that he left Shensi 
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on the 28th of January last and reached 
Hunan on the 6th of April, when he took 
over charge from the acting governor, 
Shén Chin-hsiang. He stopped for some 
days at Wu-ch‘ang Fu for the purpose of 
consulting with Chang Chih-tung on the 
requirements of his new post. In returning 
thanks for the rapid promotion which he 
has received he expresses great anxiety lest 
he may fail to prove himself worthy of the 
confidence which the Emperor has been 
pleased to repose in him. 


PROHIBITION AGAINST KILLING DRAUGHT 
OXEN IN SHANTUNG. 


The standing prohibition against the 
slaughter of draught oxen ought, the Go- 
vernor thinks, to be rigorously enforced in 
Shantung on account of the serious floods 
with which the province has been recently 
visited. The provincial authorities are, 
however, required to procure and forward 
to Peking an annual supply of 1,000 catties 
of cows’ sinews, and this seriously affects 
the maintenance of the prohibition. The 
required amount of sinews could probably 
be obtained by the slaughter of 100 head 
of cattle, but advantage is taken of the 
opportunity to kill several thousands of 
animals, with the result that there is a great 
dearth of oxen for tillage purposes. At 
Kalgan cows are killed like sheep and pigs 
for their flesh and do no service in the 
fields. The Governor therefore suggests 
that the Imperial Household department 
should be ordered to get its supply of cows’ 
sinews from Kalgan instead of from Shan- 
tung as heretofore. Should the Emperor 
be pleased to approve of the proposed 
change, the Shantung government will be 
prepered to hand over to the department 
in question the allowance of Tis. 101.1.2.3 
which it now receives for the purchase of 
the material, together with a further sum 
of Tls. 400 which Shantung also provides to 
defray the cost of its transmission to 
Peking.—eferved to the consideration of the 
department concerned, 

18th May. 


PROPOSED RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF 
AN OFFICER PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 

The Viceroy of Nanking submits a re- 
commendation in fayour of Wang I-ch‘éng, 
a native of Shantung, who was degraded 
some years ago while acting as magistrate 
of the Nan-ch‘ang district for some trouble 
arising out of a theatrical representation. 
This officer after obtaining the Metropo- 
litan degree served in the provinces for 
several years and attracted the favourable 
notice of his superiors on more than one 
occasion. The offence for which he was 
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degraded was not of so serious a natnre as 
to debar his hope of re-employment, and as 
-he has now subscribed Tls. 3,645 to the 
relief of the distress in Chékiang and Kiang- 
gu, it is suggested that he should be restored 
to his former rank and be appointed expect- 
ant magistrate in the province to which he 
was originally attached.—Referied to the 
consideration of the Board. 


REWARD TO AN OFFICIAL FOR CHARITABLE 
SUBSCKIPTION. 


Some time ago the Chief Justice of 
Honan, Chia Chih-én, sent subscriptions 
to the amount of Tls. 10,000 for the relief 
of distress in Shantung, Chékiang, and 
Kiangsu, and although he desired that no 
notice should be taken of his liberality the 
Governor of IIonan submitted an applica- 
tion on his behalf to the Throne. -The 
Board to which the matter was referred 
suggested that he should either . himself 
receive brevet rank of a higher grade, 
that his ancestors should be ennobled, 
or that the reward should go to his 
children. In acknowledging this communi- 
catiuu the Governor explains that the donor 
is the son of the late Grand Secretary Chia- 
chén, whose ancestors had been ennobled 
for three generations, and that he himself 
holds brevet rank of the highest degree 
permitted to an officer of his standing by 
the regulations of the service. He therefore 
suggests that the reward should take the 
form of permission to wear a feather, 
and quotes in support of that proposal 
the case of a late Hoppo of Canton 
who received a similar honour for a 
donation of Tls. 10,000 which he con- 
tributed towards the establishment of a 
naval school on the K‘un-ming Lake at 
Wanshoushan,—Sanctioned by Reseript. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMODORE OF THE 
SOUTHERN SQUADRON, 


The Viceroy of Nanking mentions that 
six years ago the gunboats of the southern 
squadron were at his suggestion all placed 
under the control of Li Ch‘éng-mou, the 
Admiral of the Yangtze, who wasinstructed 
to exercise the authority of Commander- 
in-chief. Under orders recently issued by 
the Admiral the vessels of the Southern 
Squadron are required to repair north at 
the end of each spring, and there join the 
Northern fleet for purposes of review, re- 
turning to their proper station in the 
autumn. Last year six vessels of the 
Southern fleet, namely, the Ching-ch‘ing, the 
Huan-tiai, the Nan-shén, the Nar-jri, the 
K‘ai-chi and the Pao-min proceeded north 
for this purpose, and as the Admiral of the 
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"Yangtze could not leave his station, the 


senior Captain, Wu An-k ‘ang, accompanied 
them as Commodore, using the Huun-t'at 
as a flagship. Captain Wu had formerly 
acted in the dual capacity of naval Secre- 
tary and commander of a gunboat, and 
as his position as commodore entuils con- 
siderable expense, it is proposed that he 
should continue to draw the double allow- 
ance. Although the entire command of the 
southern fleet devolves upon him during 
the summer movements, he is required to 
furnish periodical reports to his Chief, the 
Adwiral of the Yangtze. 


19th May, 1890. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


The Viceroy at Nanking reports that 
Nieh Chi-kuei, who was Superintendent of 
the Shanghai Arsenal for nine years and 
was recently promoted to be Taotai at that 
port, has received instructions to take up 
his new appointment. 

Hsieh Yiian-fu, the new Intendant of the 
Huai yang Hai Circuit, is also under orders 
to proceed to his new post. 

MAGAZINES FOR STORAGE OF TORPEDO GEAR 
AT NEWCHWANG. 
The special High Military Commissioner in 


Manchuria states that a torpedo department 
was recently established at Newchwang in 


. connection withthe question of coastdefence, 


and that a large quantity of gun cotton, elec- 
tric cable and other apparatus was procured 
from Tientsin for the purpose. A tor- 
pedo house containing 10 chie. of buildings 
was erected for the storage of the inaterials 
and is now packed so full that there is no 
available space for future requirements. 
Gun cotton, the Commissioner explains, is 
a highly dangerous and inflammable material 
which requires to be stored with great care. 
The cables have to be kept soaked in fresh 
water, as exposure for any length of time 
blisters and cracks the india rubber and 
renders them liable to be eaten away with 
rust. It is now proposed to erect a building 
to the west of the present torpedo house 
for the storage of gun cotton. This will 
consist of five chien and will be constructed 
of stone with walls four feet thick plastered 
with chunam and Portland cement. It will 
have two windows with iron bars and wire 
netting, and the walls will have bamboo 
tubes fitted into them to serve for venti- 
lation purposes. Outside the building four 
wells are to be dug, one at each corner 
of it, and in each well a bar of iron mea- 
suring 24 feet in length and two inches in 
circumference is to be placed in an upright 
position to act as a lightning conductor. 
Another structure is to be built to the 


east of the torpedo house forthe storage 
of cable. This will be constructed on much 
the same principle and with the same 
imaterials as the foregoing, the chief excep- 
tion being that it will contain a supply of 
water for keeping tlre cable ends n a pro- 
per state of moisture. The total expense 
of these additions and improvements is 
estimated at Tls. 5,512.2 6, which is to be 
defrayed from the proceeds of the likin 
levy on produce at Newchwang. The Com- 
missioner’s proposal was submitted to the 
authorities of the Board of Revenue, who 
promptly pointed out that no outlay of more 
than Tls. 1,000 could be incurred by a pro- 
vincial officer on work of this kind without 
previously obtaining the sanction of the 
Throne. In reply, the memorialist urges 
the pressing need for more accommodation 
and the exceptional nature of the materials, 
which renders their safe storage a question 
of absolute necessity, and solicits permission 
to include the outlay in his periodical account 
of disbursements.—Granted by Rescript. 


20th May. 


LIU CHIN-Ir‘ANG APPLIES FOR PERMISSION TO 
RETIRE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Liu Chin-t‘ang, the Governor of Tur- 
kestan, who is now on leave of absence at 
his native place in Hunan, submits through 
the Governor of the latter province an 
application for permission to retire from 
the public service in order that he may be 
enabled to administer to the comfort of his 
grandmother, whose ageand ailmentsrender 
it necessary that she should have constant 
attention. The Emperor recognises the 
sincerity and earnestness of the appli- 
cant’s petition, but states that he can- 
not at the present moment dispense with 
the services of an officer whose administra- 
tion is so well suited to the requirements 
of this western corner of the Empire. The 
Governor is to receive four months’ exten- 
sion of leave and he is not to be allowed 
to resign the honorary titles which were 
conferred upon him at the Emperor's acces- 
sion to the Throne. 


REWARDS TO OFFICERS AT TIENTSIN FOR 
THE MANAGEMENT OF FOREIGN QUESTIONS. 


Under rules laid down some five or six 
years ago by the Board of Civil Office, 
ofiicers who have been engaged for a term 
of three years in the management of foreign 
oad under the Northern and Southern 

uperintendents of Trade are eligible for 
certain forms of reward, provided that not 
more than ten recommendations are allowed 
to take effect at one time. The Viceroy Li, 
in submitting a list of officers who have 
fulfilled the foregoing conditions, dwells 
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upon the increasing importance of foreign 
relations at Tieutsin and considers that the 
duties performed by his subordinates in 
this department, whether as interpreters 
or international agents in general, fully 
establish their claim to consideration on 
the part of the Board.—G@ranted by Rescript. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS FOR DECEASED 
GENERAL. 


Li Hung-chang submits a numerously 
signed petition from the inhabitants of the 
city of Soochow, praying for the bestowal 
of posthumous honours upon Chéng Kuo- 
k‘uei, late brigade general at Tientsin, 
who held the brevet rank of Commander- 
in chief. The deceased officer entered the 
army as a private some thirty years ago and 
distinguished himself on several notable 
occasions, especially at the recapture of 
Svochow from the Taiping rebels. One 
of the rebel chieftains held Chéng Kuo- 
k‘uei in such respect that he entered into 
communication with him and eventually 
signed a secret compact under which he 
killed his leader and opened the city gates 
to the Imperial forces. In the conflict 
which ensued, the latter were outnumbered 
by ten to one and it was chiefly owing to 
the deceased’s coolness and bravery that 
they eventually secured the submission of 
allclassesinthetown. This exploit was the 
more remarkable in that the rebels num- 
bered 100,000 men and had provisions sufh- 
cient to last them for five years. The recap- 
ture of Soochowoffered agreatcontrastin one 
respect to that of Nanking, Hangchow, and 
other cities that fell into the hands of the 
rebels, The latter, when retaken, presented 
a terrible scene of desolation, from which 
they have not yet recovered, while Soo- 
chow, thanks to the strategy of the deceased 
General, suffered comparatively little harm 
from its occupation by the rebels. The in- 
habitants now wish to show their apprecia- 
tion of the services he rendered to the 
place by erecting at their own expense a 
memorial temple in his honour, and the 
Viceroy, in supporting their request, takes 
occasion to add his own tribute of respect 
to the memory of an officer with whom 
he was closely associated during a long 
portion of his official career.— Granted by 
Rescript, 

21st May. 
DEATH OF P‘ENG YU-LIN. 

A Decree published to-day notices the 
death of P‘éng Yii-lin, late President of the 
Board of War and Admiral of the Yangtze, 
on whose pure and noble character the 
Emperor passes a high enlogium. Entering 
the army in early life he had fought in 
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nearly all the south-eastern provinces of 
the Empire and carried success with him 
wherever he went. He was associated with 
Tséng Kuo-fan in the establishment of the 
naval system upon the Yangtze, the efficient 
state of which is due to his administrative 
care and forethought. After rising from 
the post of magistrate through the succes- 
sive ranks in the Civil Service he was in- 
vested with a hereditary title of the sixth 
grade and the honorary rank of Junior 
Guardian of the Heir Apparent for the part 
he took in suppressing the Taiping rebellion 
in the Canton provinces. After the acces- 
sion to the Throne of the present Emperor 
he was promoted to be President of the 
Board of War, but was permitted to resign 
the post at his own earnest request. During 
the last ten years he has continued in spite 
of failing health to discharge his duties as 
Admiral of the Yangtze, and the news of 
his death, which occurred at his home in 
Hunan, has caused deep distress at Court. 
In addition to the ordinary honours ac- 
corded to officials of his rank, temples are 
to be erected to his memory in all the pro- 
vinces embraced in his military career, a 
posthumous appellation is to be granted 
him, and his biography is to be compiled 
by the State Historian. His only son hav- 
ing died a few years ago, his two grandsons 
are to receive special promotion as a token 
of the earnest affection with which the Ein- 
peror cherishes the memory of a faithful 


servant. 
22nd May. 
No papers of interest. 
23rd May. 


APPOINTMENTS AND CHANGES, 


Li Wén-t‘ien is gazetted Sub-Chancellor 
of the Grand Secretariat, with brevet rank 
as Vice President of the Board of Cere- 
monies ; and Huang Huni-sén is promoted 
to be Judicial Commissioner of Kucichow, 
in succession to T‘ien Kuo-chiin, who has 
been permitted to vacate his post in order 
to enable him to administer to the comfort 
of his aged parents. 


DEGRADATION OF A GENERAL, 


The Governor of Kuangsi refers to the 
Decree issued last year in which the Em- 
peror dwelt upon the abuses that had 
crept into the military administration, and 
proceeds to formulate serious charges 
against T‘ang Pén-yu, a General in com- 
mand at Ch‘iianchou on the frontier. This 
officer, who had received rapid promotion 
for his distinguished services in Yiinnan 
and his general knowledge of the aborigines 
in Kueichow, is proved to have drawn pay 
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for soldiers who did not exist, and to have 
established provision shops with which he 
forced his men to have exclusive dealings 
at exorbitant rates. He employed the 
soldiers as his private servants and in every 
way tried to further his private ends at 
the expense of the public interests, It is 
asked that he should be cashiered as an 
example toothers— Decree already published. 


24th May. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Li Chao-hsi is gazetted Intendant of the 
I-tung circuit in Yiinnan. 


INSPECTION OF FORCES AT CANTON. 


The Viceroy of the Kuang provinces gives 
an account of a review recently held by him 
of the troops stationed at Canton and in 
the vicinity, the present being one of the 
years in which, according to rotation, a 
general inspection of the provincial forces 
should be held. Prefacing his report by 
observing that although in times of peace it 
is by proficiency in archery and riding that 
prefermentis obtained, yet when the tug of 
war comes it is solely by means of arms of 
precision such as rifles and cannon that 
victory is won, he states that in accordance 
with this theory he had given strict orders 
for all the troops to be drilled in the use 
of foreign firearms, &c. On the 26th and 
27th February last, memorialist, accom- 
panied by the.high military officers of the 
province, held a review of the various 
Manchu garrison troops, including portions 
of the naval brigade. These bodies of 
men presented a very sturdy and soldierly 
appearance, and showed by the precision of 
their evolutions a thorough knowledge of 
drill, In archery practice on horse and on 
foot, with ‘‘six-strength” bows the per- 
centage of scoring was over 90, whilst 
the various exhibitions of wrestling, spear- 
practice, riding clinging to the horse’s side, 
etc., were all smartly and cleverly executed. 
A few days later memorialist and the Act- 
ing Governor Yu Chih-k‘ai inspected the 
Chinese contingent of the garrison of Can- 
ton with a number of troops quartered in 
the vicinity. The greater portion of these 
had been drilled in the use of breech-loading 
guns and others with native field-pieces, in 
foreign style but with Chinese words of com- 
mand. Their formation was excellent and 
their weaponsthoroughly efficient. Therifle, 
jingal, and archery practice gave scores of 
80 to 90 per cent., in some cases the highest 
possible marks being obtained. The re- 
gulars of the old army organisation were 
put through a number of evolutions on the 
old system, including mounted erchery 


exercises with sword and shield and so 
forth, in which they displayed considerable 
proficiency. The more deserving were re- 
warded on the spot, whilst those who 
betrayed ignorance of their duties were 
either reprimanded or dismissed the service. 
A portion of the naval forces abseut at the 
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time on special service will be reviewed 


and reported on at some future occasion. 

In a postscript memorial the saine high 
official applies in accordance with precedent 
for rewards to the officers and instructors 
to whose diligent efforts the present high 
efficiency of the Manchu foreign-drilled 
battalions is to be ascribed. 


FRAUD AT METROPOLITAN EXAMINATIONS. 


A postscript memorial from the Governor- 
General of the Two Kuang provinces, with 
reference to the case of a candidate from 
the Canton province, who, during the 
metropolitan examination for the degree of 
chin-shih in 1886, was caught carrying his 
essays out of the examination hall. The 
name of the offender was given as Lo Hsi- 
yao, but when enquiry was instituted in 
order to ascertain the object of this 
peculiar proceeding on his part, it tran- 
spired, from information furnished by 
Chang Yin-huan, the Minister to the 
United States, that the real Lo Hsi-yao had 
not been up for that particular examination 
at all, and that evidently some fraud had 
been practised. Some time afterwards a 
brother of the accused Lo Hsi-yao made a 
statement at the Nanhai Magistracy to the 
effect that the latter had not competed at 
the examination in question, the offender 
being a certain Lo Jen-che, a chii-jen 
graduate of. Shuntien Fu, who had by 
some means obtained Lo Hsi-yao’s creden- 
tials and entered in his name. This in- 
dividual subsequently came forward and 
volunteered the statement, that when he 
was up for the metropolitan examination in 
1886, the papers intended for his fellow- 
clansiaan Lo Hsi-yao were by some mistake 
issued to him, and with these he went in 
for the examination. These documents 
were now returned by him together with 
the allowance paid him for travelling ex- 
penses. Before the case had been disposed 
of, he absconded and remained at large in 
spite of repeated attempts to effect his 
arrest. In December last he returned to 
his home in the Tziitung district, where- 
upon a subordinate local official who had 
been directed to keep a look-out for him, 
_went to his house and ordered him to come 
up fortrial. This he refused to do, behaving 
in 2 violent and grossly insulting manner. 


It being’ quite out of the question that 
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conduct such as this should be over-looked 
memorialist now applies that the offender 
be forthwith stripped of his status as a chié 
jen with a view to his being brought to 
trial and rigorously punished according to 
law.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


REINSTATEMENT OF A CASHIERED OFFICIAL. 


On the application of the Governor of 
Kueichow His Majesty sanctions the re- 
instatement of an expectant Prefect named 
Hsi Shih-hsi, employed on special service 
in the Hsiuwen district, who was provision- 
ally cashiered a short time ago for mis- 
appropriation of public moneys. The 
amount in question is now stated to have 
been merely diverted for certain public 
purposes, and has been duly refunded 
within the assigned limit of time. 


25th May. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


A decree sanctioning the retirement of 
Yu Chih-k‘ai, Acting-Governor of the Can- 
ton province, who has applied to be relieved 
of his duties on account of ill-health. The 
Viceroy at Canton is directed to take 
charge of the vacant post in addition to his 
own functions. . 

K‘uai Te-piao is transferred to Canton as 
Provincial Treasurer, and Yii Yin-lin is 
appointed Treasurer for Fukien and For- 
mosa. 


DOUBLE MURDER IN SZECHUAN. 


The Governor-General of Szechuan re- 
ports the result of the trial of a man called 
Huang Yu-li for the murder of two young 
children in the Hsintu district. The 
murderer was a common working-man who 
earned, his living by doing occasional odd 
jobs of work. Being too poor to have a house 
of his own, a distant connection of his named 
Huang Yu-t‘ai used to allow him to stay 
in his house whenever he was out of work. 
They had always got on very well to- 
gether, till one day Huang Yu-t‘ai missed 
a bowl out of the house, and as no one 
else had been seen near the place, suspected 
Huang Yu-li of being the thief. This led 
to high words, the result of which was that 
Huang Yu-li was turned out of the house 
and had to shift for himself, but as the 
affair had been noised abroad no one was 
willing to take him in. This, coupled with 
the accusation of theft, rankled in his mind 
and he resolved to take Huang Yu-t‘ai's 
life at the forfeit of his own. Early in the 
morning he went to the house, but only to 
find that Huang Yu-t‘ai had already gone 
out to his work. His two children a boy, 
and a girl, both under ten years of age, were 
playing indoors and at the sight of them 
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Huang Yu-li determined to wreak his ven- 
geance on them instead. Throwing the boy 
on the yround he stabbed him in the 
stomach, the dagger passing right through 
the child’s body, then giving chase to the 
little girl, who had run away, he gave her a 
fatal stab in the left side. On hearing the 
noise the inother, who was cooking in the 
kitchen, ran out screaming for help, and 
received a flesh wound on the left arm; a 
number of neighbours then came to the 
rescue, but too late to be of any use, as 
both the children were found to be dead. 
The murderer was arrested shortly after- 
wards and brought to trial, his case coming 
in due course before. memurialist, when 
the facts were found to be as above re- 
lated. In accordance with the provisions 
of the law relating to the murder of two 
members of one family the criminal has 
been sentenced to immediate decapitation, 
confirmation of which sentence is now 
solicited.— Referred to the Board of | wiish- 
ments for immediate conside ation dud report 
herrea. 


INSPECTION OF THE FORCES IN CHEKIANG. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports that 
he has completed the inspeciion of all the 
laval and military forces in the province. 
Starting from Hangchow on the 4th of April 
last he proceeded by boat to Huchow and 
thence to Chiahsing, returning home on the 
8th of the same month. Of the troops 
reviewed by memorialist he places in the 
first class those from Hangchow, Haining, 
Tinghai, Wénchow, Chi‘iichow, Ch‘uchow. 
Chiahsing, Chapoo, and Huchow, whose 
manoeuvres on the parade-gruund, as well 
as their performances in volley-firing, and in 
the exercises with sword and shield, scaling- 
ladders and so forth were all excellently 
executed. In archery practice on horse 
and on foot, as well as in rifle practice, they 
far oxceeded the requisite scores. In the 
second class memorialist places those from 
Taihu and other localities, who manceuvred 
well together, displayed proficiency in 
various military exercises, and obtained 
the necessary number of marks in their 
target-practice with bow and rifle. The 
several naval forces inspected showed their 
skillin handling boats, diving and mast- 
climbing, their firing also being rapid and 
accurate. ‘The men were questioned on 
matters of pilotage, navigation and sea- 
manship and gave satisfactory answers, 
those from Tinghai, Haimen, Wénchow 
and Chapoo doing best in this respect. 
The targets for the rifle and archery prac- 
tice were all of the regulation size, and care 
was taken that they were not placed any 
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nearer than they should be. The pro- 
visions, armns, flags, horses, etc., were duly 
inspected and found to be all in order, the 
bouts also being staunch and sound. The 
men who had been excused from mounted 
archery practice were found proficient with 
the rifle. Proper consideration will be 
given to the promotion of the oflicers who 
have demonstrated their ctticiency, whilst 
others who have performed indifferently 
now but are of good material have been 
reduced in rank or retained on probation. 
All who were found to be hopelessly in- 
capable are to be dismissed, their places 
being filled by the appointment of those 
now recommended for promotion. In the 
course of his tour memorialist inspected 
the troops left on guard at several of the 
camps, together with the local trainbands, 
and found them all smart, sturdy fellows. 
The names of those officers who in memo- 
rialist’s opinion should be dismissed the 
service are given In a separate list. 


TREES AT WESTERN TOMBS. 


In the year 1878 an annual allowance of 
Tls. 3,000 from the treasury of Chihli was 
sanctioned in order to pay for the watering 
of the young trees that had been planted 
at certain of the Imperial Tombs west of 
Peking. In 1884 this allowance was re- 
duced to Tis. 2,000 per annum and has 
been under continued sanction ever since. 
The second period of three years for which 
the allowance was granted will shortly ex- 
pire, and the superintendents of the western 
Mausolea now apply that it may be con- 
tinued fora further period of three years. 
They represent that owing to the hilly na- 
ture of the country in which the Tombs are 
situated, all rainwater immediately drains 
off, and that therefore the young trees 
require to be constantly watered ; in fact 
they have not grown to any size yet al- 
though planted several years ago. The 
watering is conducted on the most econo- 
mical scale possible, and amounts to little 
more than Tl. 0.2 per annum for each tree, 
so that any further reduction of expendi- 
ture in this direction is quite out of the 
question. —-Referred to the Board of Revenue. 


26th May. 
MISCONDUCT OF A MAGISTRATE IN CHIHLI. 


A decree with reference to an enquiry 
held by the Governor-Adjoint of the metro- 
politan prefecture into charges brought by 
the Censor Wén Yii against the department 
magistrate of T‘ungchow, whom he accused 
of having caused the death of a prisoner by 
wanton severity, and of malpractices in 
connection with the collection of grain-tax, 








extortion, and so forth. The enquiry shows 
that whilst not guilty of the first two 
charges the magistrate did requisition of a 
certain grain broker monthly contributions 
of rice for prisoners’ rations. For titis 
irregularity, though committed with a public 
motive, he is compelled to resign his posi- 
tion and handed over to the Board for the 
determination of a penalty. 


TRANSPORT OF TRIBUTE RICE BY GRAND 
CANAL. 


The Viceroy at Nanking reports the de- 
parture of the boats conveying the tribute 
rice for last winter from the portion of 
Kiangsu north of the Yangtze which is now 
sent via the Grand Canal instead of by sea. 
The quantity forwarded is: amount fixed 
by regulation 122,518 piculs odd; seven 
per cent. additional, 8,576 piculs odd ; four 

er cent. for boatmen’s food and waste, 
,243 piculs odd, total 136,338 piculs 
odd. The collection and weighing-in of 
the rice commenced on the 22nd December 
last, and the boats were despatched on their 
journey in two squadrons, of five divisions 
each, which started on the 13th and 17th of 
April respectively. Owing to the frequent 
want of water in the canal and to the 
difficulty of crossing the Yellow River the 
owners of boats showed little inclination 
to undertake the voyage. Moreover, the 
transport of rice vid the Grand Canal 
having been discontinued for a couple of 
years, the boatmen have all dispersed in 
search ofa living elsewhere, so that the 
getting together of the requisite number 
of boats was attended by more than the 
ordinary difticulties. By dint, however, 
of great exertions on the part of the ofticers 
concerned, and by liberality in the matter 
of boat hire, the fleet has been despatched 
without any unusual delay. 


TRIBUTE RICE FROM KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu reports tlic 
despatch by sea of the third and last instal- 
ment of tribute rice due on account of the 
collection for 1889 from Sungkiang and 
three other prefectures in the province, 
that of Soochow having been exempted on 
account of the recent floods. The measures 
adopted for the despatch of the previous 
contingents have already been reported, and 
memorialist has now to state that the pre- 
sent shipment consists of 64,320 piculs with 
surplus allowances amounting to 6,860 
piculs, loaded on board 30 junks. The 
freight has been paid to the junk asters, 
who have given the usual bonds and receipts 
for the rice on board. Thi fleet set sail 
from Woosung on the 13th April last and 
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dropped down the river as far as Ts‘uny- 
ming to wait fora favourable wind. In 
addition to the above the balance of the 
rice remaining to be forwarded by the 
steamers of the China Merchants’ Company 
will be sent on to Tientsin by the first 
opportunity. 

na postscript the Governor adds that 
the Grain Taotai of Kiangsu is proceeding 
to Tientsin and Tungchow to superintend 
the delivery of the rice, leaving his routine 
business to be conducted by the Prefect of 
Soochow. 


BANISHED OFFICIAL ALLOWED TO RETURN 
FROM EXILE. 


A deputy lieutenant-governor at Ch ‘ahar 
submits an application praying that a major 
named Chiang Chao-ying be allowed to 
return from exile, his sentence of banish- 
ment to the military post-roads for a term 
of three years having now expired. Memo- 
rialist learns that the regulation ‘‘station- 
fees” amounting to 'T'ls. 1,321 payable by 
the officer in question have been duly paid 
to the Board of Revenue ; he is, however, 
unable to append the usual record of the 
case for which the prisoner was convicted, 
as no further particulars have been furnish- 
ed him by the Board.—Sanetioned by 


rescript. 
27th May. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 
A decree. Although the crops in the 


country round Peking have received con- 
siderable benefit from the showers that 
have fallen since the commencement of 
summer, agriculturists are still anxiously 
looking for a further copious downpour of 
rain. The Emperor therefore announces 
his intention of repairing in person on the 
30th May to the temple known as the Ta 
Kao Tien to offer incense. A number of 
high dignitaries are also deputed to perform 
the same ceremony at various other State 
temples on the day above-named. 


PREVALENCE OF GAMBLING IN KUANGSI, 


In a postscript memorial the Governor of 
Kuangsi dwells on the tendency to indulge 
in gambling which prevails among the peo- 
ple of his province, and submits a proposal 
for increased severity in the application of 
the present law on the subject. He men- 
tions a number of the games of hazard in 
vogue, all involving the most ruinous con- 
sequences, and states that during his tenure 
of office in the province, first as Financial 
Commissioner and subsequently as Go- 
vernor, he has strictly prohibited gam- 
bling in all its forms, with the result 
that the vice has become somewhat less 
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prevalent. Recently, however, wei-hsing 
Jotteries have been secretly started at the 
provincial capital, in consequence of which 
a number of individuals have been arrested 
and brought to punishment. Memorialist 
would not venture to trouble His Majesty 
with these trivial details were it not for 
the fact that these lotteries are far. more 
pernicious in their effects than the ordinary 
run of gambling establishments. Numbers 
of ignorant rustics get taken in by means 
of them, and even well-to-do tradesmen 
do not scruple to carry them on under 
the flimsy pretext that the lotteries are 
conducted in Hongkong. Thé vice is indeed 
so deeply rooted that only the severest 
punitive measures are likely to have any 
effect and memorialist therefore proposes 
that in future all persons convicted of keep- 
ing gambling establishments of any sort be 
punished one degree more severely than is 
now provided for by law.—Referred to ihe 
Board of Punishments, 


28th May. 


MURDER OF FOUR PERSONS IN A FAMILY IN 
KUANGSI. 


The Governor of Kuangsi reports the 
trial and execution of a man convicted of 
the murder of four persons of the same 
family in the Peiliu district. From the 
facts elicited at the trial it appears that the 
criminal, ove Chih Kuang-shui, and his 
nephew Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang, were joint 
farmers of a piece of land, which they held at 
an annual rental of 10 piculs of grain. The 
former having fallen into arrears with his 
share of the rent got his nephew to advance 
a portion of it, and shortly afterwards went 
away in search of employment, leaving his 
mother with his nephew's family. During 
his absonce Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang lent the old 
woman a sum of 8,000 cash, and as she was 
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always complaining and making trouble . 


when he refused to lend her any more, he 
finally turned her out of the house. When 
Chih Kuang-shui returned, his quest for 
employment haying been unsuccessful, he 
was very much annoyed to find that 
his mother had been turned out of the 
house, and expostulated with his nephew, 
but was only met with abuse. Finding 
himself getting poorer every day he wanted 
to go shares as before with his nephew im 
the farming of the land, but Chih Ch‘un- 
t‘ang objected that the advance of rent 
had not yet been repaid, and refused 
to agree to the proposal. Words were 
bandied about, Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang’s mother, 
his wife, and his brother, Chih Lin-kao, 
all joining in the dispute and siding against 
the uncle. After this Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang 
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begun to press for the debt, abusing his 
uncle for not paying it, and threatening 
that if there were any further delay he 
would go and lay hands on every thing 
there was in Chih Kuang-shui’s house, 
in satisfaction of the claim. The repeat- 
ed indignities he had suffered at the 
hands of his nephew, and the latter’s harsh- 
ness in refusing to let him share in the 
fart, coupled with the reflection that he 
had absolutely no means of earning a liveli- 
hood, led Chih Kuang-shui to the resolve 
to kill his nephew at the first opportunity. 
Hearing that the family were all going to a 
wedding in a neighbouring village and 
would stay the night there, leaving Chih 
Ch‘un-t‘ang by himself to look after the 
house, he determined to effect an entrance 
and kill him whilst he was asleep. During 
the second night watch he accordingly 
went to the house armed with a chopper, 
but found that Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang was still 
up, sitting at work with his back to the 
open front door. Stealing up behind him, 
Chih Kuang-shui dealt him a violent blow 
with the chopper on the back of the neck 
and felled him tothe ground. Hearing a 
noise, his mother and his wife who had 
returned home instead of staying away for 
the night as originally intended, ran out 
to see what the matter was. Whereupon 
Chih Kuang-shui determined to stop their 
mouths by killing them also. He first at- 
tacked his nephew's wife, giving her a blow 
on the forehead which knocked her down. 
The mother then tried to grapple with the 
murderer but received a cut on the side of 
the face, and when she rushed at him with 
her head down Chih Kuang-shiu dodged 
on one side and struck her to the ground 
with a blow on the forehead. At that 
moment the other nephew Chih Lin-kao 
also returned home and seeing the state of 
affairs shouted for help. Chih Kuang-shui 
aimed a blow at him, and ashe was stooping 
down to pick up a billet of wood gave him 
another blow on the top of the head and 
stretched him lifeless on the ground. The 
murderer then turned to leave the house but 
was met by another nephew, who rushed 
in and attempted to lay hold of him. Chih 
Kwang-shui however knocked him down 
and escaped. Chih Ch‘un-t‘ang and his 
brother Chih Lin-kao were found to be 
dead, the old woman had fainted and only 
the wife of Chih Ch‘un-tang was able to 
speak. Restoratives were administered but 
without effect, and both the women died 
within a short time of the injuries inflicted. 
In accordance with the law bearing on the 
present case, the criminal has been sen- 
tenced to be decapitated, and in order 
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that no delay should occur in carrying this 
sentence into effect, om account of the 
heinous nature of the crime, the standing 
Imperial death warrant has been put in 
force, and the criminal led forth bound to 
a public place, where he was decapitated 
in the presence of the Judicial Commis- 
sioner, his head being subsequently for- 
warded for exposure at the scene of the 
murder.— Referred to the Board of Ptuish- 
ments, 
29th May. 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS IN SHANSI. 


Liu Jui-ch‘i, the newly appointed Gover- 
nor of Shansi reports having taken over 
charge from the Acting Governor P‘an 
Chiin-wen on the 26th April last, the latter 
returning to his proper post as Judicial 
Commissioner. K‘uct Chiin who was 
recently appointed Provincial ‘Treasurer 
has also arrived in Shansi and taken up 
his post. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN HONAN, . 


The Governor of Honan reports the 
result of a trial held with reference to the 
escape of a prisoner from the jail at Yiichow 
on the 10th April 1889. The criminal in 
question, Hsing Wu-lai by name, had been 
convicted of the murder of a policeman 
and sentenced to death by strangulation 
after the usual period of incarceration. On 
the evening of the 10th April during the 
temporary absence of the magistrate who 
had proceeded to Wuyang Asien on busi- 
ness, the jail-warden Kao-mu made a per- 
sonal inspection of the prison, attended by 
the warders and prison-clerk, and found the 
fetters by which the criminal was secured 
to be in perfect order. In the course of 
that night however there was a gale of wind 
which blew out the watchmen’s lamps, and 
drove them indoors where they all fell fast 
asleep. The prisoner profited by their 
absence to wrench off his fetters and break 
through the wooden bars of his cell, after 
which he burrowed under a wall and so 
effected his escape. The alarm was given at 
daybreak and pursuit instituted but without 
any result. The facts of the case having 
been duly reported by the magistrate who 
had hurried back to hold the necessary 
enquiry, a decree was obtained stripping 
the jail-warden of his rank and directing 
that he be brought to trial. The evidence 
showed that the usual precautions had been 
taken for the safe custody of the prisoner 
whose escape was in no wise attributable to 
guilty connivance on the part of the jailers. 
tt only remains therefore for memorialist to 
pass sentence according to law. The statute 
provides that in the case of any prisoner being 
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suffered to escape through negligence on 
the part of the jailers the latter shall incur 
a penalty two degrees less than that of the 
mussing prisoner, and the jail-warden a 
penalty less by three degrees than that of 
the jailers. The punishment to be awarded 
in the present instance to the jailers is 
that of 100 blows and banishment for three 
years, and to the prison clerk 70 blows 
and banishment for one year, which how- 
ever they escape in virtue of the Imperial 
Act of Amnesty of 15th April 1889. The 
jail-warden who has already been stripped 
of his rank wil remain on the spot to con- 
tinue his efforts for the recapture of the 
prisoner within the next five years, at the 
end of which, if unsuccessful, his case will 
be further dealt with, whilst the magis- 
trate of Yiichow though actually absent at 
the time, is equally bound under penalty 
of further impeachment to eftect the appre- 
hension of the criminal within the same 
period.—Referred tu the Board of Punish- 
Ments, 
30th May. 
WORSHIP AT TEMPLE OF EARTH. 

The Court of Sacrificial Worship having 
reminded the Emperor of the ceremonies 
to be conducted at the Temple of Earth on 
the 2ist June next, on the occasion of the 
Summer Solstice, His Majesty announces 
his intention of proceeding in person to 
perform the appointed ceremonial, anc 
nominates four high officers to represent 
him in offering at the four side shrines. 

Two other ofticers are similarly appointed 


to conduct the worship at the Temple of 
the God of War on the 29th June. 


MANCHU EXAMINATIONS—EXAMINERS 
APPOINTED, 


Four decrees conferring a number of 
appointments in connection with the pend- 


- ing Manchu interpretorial examinations. 


Q-lo-ho-pu is appointed examiner-in-chief 
and Sung-kuei Assistant Examiner. 


OFFERING OF TRIBUTE BY KUNJUT TRIBE. 


The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan states that he is in receipt of a report 
from the Acting Taotai at Kashgar to the 
effect that Sai-pi-te-ai-li-han, the head of 
the Kunjut tribe dwelling to the south of 
Serikul, had presented his annual tribute of 
an ounce and a half of gold-dust, receiving 
in return the customary donation of two 
rolls of satin. The gold-dust is being for- 
warded to His Majesty through the Im- 
perial Household Departinent. 


ABORIGINAL RISING ON BORDERS OF TIBET. 


Referring to an earlier memorial report- 
ing the occurrence of an outbreak amoung 
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the Chantui aborigines dwelling on the 
borders of Tibet, the Tartar General 
at Ch‘eng-tu Fu and the Viceroy of 
Szechuan announce the successful result of 
the operations carried out under their 
orders by Acting Colonel Hsii Lien-k‘uei 
and three other officers, to whom the 
task of dealing with the disturbances 
had been entrusted. On the 7th May last 
memorialists received from these officers a 
report to the effect that the rising, though 
headed by Sa-la-yung-chu, one of the chief- 
tains of the tribe in question, really originat- 
ed in the proceedings of a certain lama 
Patsuig, who had incited the aborigines to 
revolt by pretending that the Kurtng-pu 
Te-teng had been permitted by Imperial 
decree to resume his former functions. 
Detachments of troops were quietly moved 
vid Chang-ku to the neighbourhood of 
Yo-lo, where they took up stations 
commanding the line of march by which 
Te-teng would have to advance, all the 
important frontier passes being strictly 
guarded by the forces of the native chiefs. 
Two of the officers, Chang Ping-hua and 
Li Teng-shan with a light escort penetrated 
into the Chantui country, where, aided by 
certain of the loyal chiefs, they set about 
undeceiving the natives aud allaying their 
suspicions. All who had joined the out- 
break under compulsion were persuaded to 
return home, so that the Chantui chieftains 
found themselves thus left to their own 
resources, The rebel-leader Sa-la-yung-chu, 
who had been hemmed in by a cordon of 
troops under Hsii Lien-k‘uei, was shot 
whilst endeavouring to effect his escape 
from the fort in company with three others, 
who were taken prisoners at the same time. 
A reconnaissance of the fort, which was 
now closcly invested by the troops under 
conunand of Chang Ping-hua, support- 
ed by a number of loyal chiefs, showed 
that it was protected by a lofty wall, 
with a large stone block-house in the 
centre, towering to an immense height, and 
smaller flanking buildings of the same 
kind at each of the four corners. The 
lama Patsung was well-armed and evideutly 
prepared to defend the place to the last, 
but as it was probable that he would before 
long receive reinforcements from outside, 
in which case the success of the operation 
would have been considerably endangered, 
an immediate attack was resolved on. 
Accordingly, on the following day Hsii 
Lien-k‘uei advanced to the assault of the 
main gate, whilst Li Teng-shan attacked 
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side. A number of picked troops stormed 
up to the foot of the wall, their heads pro- 
tected by square pieces of board, piles of 
combustibles were laid against the gates 
and were just being set fire to when the 
rebel leader, finding his position untenable, 
sallied out, intending to cuthis way through. 
The sortie was, however, repulsed, the lama 
and two others being taken prisoners, and 2 
killed in the melée, the casualties to the Im- 
perialist force amounting to2 killed and more 
than 10 wounded. Detachments of troops 
were sent in pursuit of the fugitives, two of 
whom, including the Kung-pw Chiieh-yin, 
were caught and shot. The lama has been 
handed over to the custody of the commis- 
sary at Li-t‘ang, and the heads of Sa- 
la-yung-chu and four others were to be 


‘exhibited for a few days on the spot before 


being sent on to Tibet. 

With reference to the foregoing report 
memorialists have to observe that the tribe 
of aborigines in question have long been 
noted for their recalcitrant disposition, and 
a revolt by them in the early part of the 
reign of T‘ung Chih was only quelled after 
several years hardfighting. Whenthey again 
broke out last year, causing serious distur- 
bauces in Tibet, memorialists, in consulta- 
tion with the Imperial Resident in that 
country, decided to entrust the conduct of 
the operations to Acting Colonel Hsii 
Lien-k‘uei who besides being a brave and 
skilful officer possesses an intimate know- 
ledge of barbarian aftairs. He and the other 
officers detached for the service have suc- 
ceeded by their prompt and vigorous action 
in recovering the fort from the hands of 
the rebellious natives and capturing their 
leader within a remarkably short space of 
time. Memorialists will coufer with the 
Iinperial Resident in Tibet with a view 
to the vigorous trial] and punishment of the 
rebel Lama; new rules will be drawn up 
regulating the provision of Government 
service on a reduced scale; whilst due 
consideration will be given to the arrange- 
ments to be made and successively carried 
out for the restoration of order in the 
disturbed district. Memorialists further 
venture to suggest that Acting Colonel 
Hsii Lien-k‘uei, for his signal ser- 
vices during the operations now refer- 
red to, be promoted to the first vacant 
Coloneley occurring on the Szechuan 
establishment, irrespective of seniority ; 
and that permission be accorded to memo- 
rialists to submit in due course the 
names of any other officers who may be 


the small gate on the east and Wang Yen- | found to have more especially distin- 


ling, with the chiefs and a number of newly 
enlisted voluuteers, the gate on the south 


guished themselves. — Mescript already 


published. 


31st May. 
GREAT CONFLAGRATION IN CITY OF KIRIN, 


A Decree.—We are in receipt of various 
memorials from Ch‘ang-shun, the Military 
Governor of Kirin, in which he gives an 
account of an extensive fire which occurred 
in the town of Kirin on the 13th of May 
last and consumed over 2,500 chien of 
buildings. The Governor reports that 
prayers which he offered to the Guardian 
God of the city had the effect of arresting 
the calamity, and We hereby issue a tablet 
to be suspended in the city temple to evince 
Our gratitude for this manifestation of 
divine aid. Ch‘ang-shun asked that he 
should be punished for his carelessness in 
not taking sufficient precautions to avert 
the disaster, and as he cannot be considered 
wholly blameless in the matter, We order 
that he be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments for the determination of a 
suitable penalty. Let him exert himself to 
the utmost to provide for the large number 
of people left homeless by the fire. As 
regards the selection of a site for the 
erection of a new yamén for the Governor 
and the outlay which it will entail, we 
command the Board concerned to consider 
the matter and report to us. 

1st June. 
APPOINTMENT. 

Hsii Ch‘ien-shén, Taotai at Tungchow 
and brother of Hsii Kéng-shén, Minister 
of the Tsungli Yamén, is promoted to be 
Judicial Commissioner of Fukien. 

POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO DECEASED 

OFFICIAL, 


The death is announced of Hsii Wén-ta, 
late Taotai of the Huaiyang Hai Circuit, 
who was recently promoted to the post 
of Judicial Commissioner of Fukien. 
The deceased officer served in the earlier 
portion of his career with considerable 
distinction under Tséng Kuo-fan, and 
acted on two occasions in recent years as 
Director General of the Grain Transport. 
In response to an eEpiauen submitted to 
the Emperor by the Viceroy at Nanking, 
His Majesty has been pleased to sanction 
the compilation of a biography of the de- 
ceased oficial. 


FAMINE RELIEF WORK IN CHEKIANG. NE- 
CESSITY OF ITS BEING SUPPLEMENTED 
BY OTHER REMEDIAL MEASURES. 

A Censor points out that the floods with 
which Chékiang was recently visited 
extended to no less than ten Prefectures 
aud constituted a disaster to which the re- 
cent history of the province furnishes no 
parallel. The Imperial bounty was liberal- 
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Jy placed at the disposal of the sufferers 
and inspired gratitude in the breast of 
every recipient. The Governor and his 
staff have been ably assisted in their en- 
deavours to mitigate the suffering by the 
large majority of the gentry, and the abuses 
which generilly attend the distribution of 
relief have totally disappeared. The memo- 
Talist, however, considers that the present 
opportunity should be made use of to 
introduce reforms of a nature supplementary 
to relief measures, and of these he considers 
that the enforcement of the tithing system 
and the improvement of irrigation are the 
most important at the moment. Since 
the rebellion a great proportion of the 
population of western Chékiang has been 
composed of immigrants from other pro- 
vinces, who have been attracted thither by 
the quantity of waste land awaiting cultiva- 
tion. The three Prefectures of Hangchow, 
Chia-hsing and Huchow are full of colonists 
of this class, most of whom are disbanded 
soldiers, and live to a large extent by thiev- 
ing A complete system of registration is 
urgently needed for the purpose of enabling 
the authorities to detect bad characters 
and repress crime. River conservancy is 
equally necessary as a precaution against 
floods and drought. For the last forty 
years -r more the water system of the 
western section of the province, which 
is naturally excellent, has been much 
neglected. All the Prefectures are watered 
from the southern lake whose source is 
the T‘ien-mu hill, and which finds an outlet 
inthe T‘ai Hu. The restoration of this lake 
has been a cherished scheme with all the 
Governors who have ruled the province for 
many years past, but so far the project has 
not been carrried out. It is now suggested 
that these able-bodied colonists, instead of 
being allowed to drift into crime should 
be employed on such relief works as the 
deepening of water ways, the strengthening 
of river embankinents, and -other enter- 
prises from which the province will derive 
permanent benefit. The memorialist would 
subject them when so engaged to strict mili- 
tary discipline, which would, he considers, 
work a gradual reformation in their char- 
acter. ‘lhe two measures whose immediate 
adoption he now advocates are essential 
complements of any sound scheme of famine 
relief and are urgently demunded by the 
present condition of the province of Ché- 
kiang. 
SERIOUS CHARGES AGAINST THE MAGISTRATE 
OF CHIAHSING. 

The same writer states that it has come 
to his knowledge that Wang Chin-yw, the 
mayvistrate of Chiahsing, during the eight 
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years he held the office in the district has 
performed no administrative duty what- 
ever beyond taking care to collect the land 
tax with a punctuality which would have 
done him credit in more prosperous seasons 
than those with which the province has re- 
cently been visited. The petitions which the 
people presented to him, asking for a remis- 
sion of the tax in consequence of the recent 
floods, were in every instance rejected, and 
the writers of them placed in confinement. 
He himself passed his days in drinking, 
gambling, and general revelry and delayed 
as long as he possibly could forwarding any 
account of the distress in his district. In 
the meantime, he had notices served upon 
the cultivators for the payment of the tax, 
in the hope of being able to make the 
collection before the Decree granting the 
remission was received. His intimate ad- 
viser and counsellor who prompted all his 
doings wasa scoundrelof a private secretary 
named Ch‘én Yiieh-chiao, who was involved 
some years ago in a case that occurred 
in the neighbourhood of Ningpo and is still 
pending. It is asked that the governor of 
the province should be directed to have 
this man immediately expelled from his 
jurisdiction and should be called upon to 
furnish a report on the Magistrate’s mis- 
conduct with a view to his being publicly 
denounced. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT OF THE FOREGOING 
MEMORIALS BY THE GOVERNOR OF 
CHEKIANG, 


On the receipt of the foregoing memorials 
the Emperor forwarded copies of them to 
the Governor of Chékiang, and without dis- 
closing the author’s name, called atteution 
to the proposals which he had submitted, 
and asked for explicit information regard- 
ing the charges made against the magis- 
trate. After admitting the beneficial 
nature of the measures advocated by the 
Censor and promising to report later on 
respecting the possibility of giving effect to 
them, the Governor proceeds to examine 
in detail the charges against the magistrate, 
the investigation of which was under- 
taken by a special commission appointed 
for the purpose. One and all of the accusa- 
tions are decided to have been unfounded 
or grossly exaggerated. He did not neglect 
his official duties, is neither addicted to 
wine nor gambling, and the only musical 
performance that took place in his official 
residence was an annual thanksgiving 
service to the deities presiding over the 
treasury and public granary. His refusal 
to receive: petitions for remission of taxes 
is explained by the fact that they came 





from districts where no distress prevailed 
aud which wished to participate in the 
benefits that were intended exclusively 
for the sufferers from famine. Thealleged 
haste in preparing the receipts for land tax 
payments was due to the fact that in this, 
as in many other districts, these papers 
have always been printed early in the year 
and kept deposited in a safe room until the 
time arrived forusingthem. Quite recently 
the Governor himself visited Chiahsing on 
a tour of military inspection and had an 
opportunity of testing the general accuracy 
of the report furnished by the commission. 
The conclusion at which he arrived was 
that although the specific charges made 
against the magistrate were not proved, 
yet there were sufficient grounds for 
dispensing with his services. By his per- 
functory discharge of duty and his delegat- 
ing to others what he ought to have done 
himself, he had given cause for so much 
criticism of an unfavourable character that 
it was inexpedient to retain him any longer 
in a position of trust. He has, therefore, 
been removed, and a fitting successor is to 
be selected to take his place.—Decree pie- 
wously issued, 


2nd June. 


SUPPRESSION OF RISING AMONG THE NATIVE 
TRIBES ON THE BORDERLAND BETWEEN 
SZECHUAN AND TIBET, 


A Decree.—We are in receipt of a me- 
morial from Ch‘ang-Kéng, Assistant Resi- 
dent in Tibet, in which he reports the 
summary decapitation of the ringleader in 
the rising amongst the native tribes of 
Chan-tui and states that measures have 
been adopted for the arrest of several of 
his accomplices. The Pa-tsung Lama has 
been clearly convicted of having excited 
the tribes to rebellion and of having em- 
ployed them to capture a_ stronghold 
from which the government troops were 
expelled. For this grave crime he has 
been justly condemned to suffer the 
extreme penalty of the law, and We com- 
mand Ch‘ang-kéng, Ch‘i-yiian, the Tartar- 
General at Ch‘éng-tu, and the Resident at 
Hsi-ning to make every effort to effect the 
apprehension of the other rebels who have 
escaped. Sa-la-a-ka, one of the conspirators, 
was undoubtedly aware of what was going 
on at the beginning of the movement, but 
from the moment the Government Com- 
missioner arrived at Chan-tui, he returned 
to his allegiance and exerted a good in- 
fluence over the tribesmen. In considera- 
tion of this and of the fact that he shot 
down one of the rebel leaders with his own 
hand, We hereby accord him a free pardon. 


The action of the officials in suppressing 
the movement and restoring the frontier to 
a state of comparative tranquillity was 
fairly prompt and satisfactory, and We 
authorise the Assistant-Resident, the Tar- 
tar-General, and the Vicervy of Szechuan 
to submit to us for the bestowal of suitable 
rewards a carefully selected list of the 
officers who especially distinguished them- 
selves upon this occasion. We also desire 
that regulations should be drawn up for 
reducing the land tax and lessening the 
burdens falling upon the native tribes, and 
that proper steps should be taken for 
pacifying the country and restoring order 
upon the frontier. In accordance with a 
request contained in a postscript memorial 
from the same writer, We command the 
Tartar General at Ch‘éngtu, the Viceroy of 
Szechuan, the Governor General of the 
Shenkan provinces and the Imperial Re- 
sident at Hsining to issue orders to Kuo- 
1ék ‘o and all the native states in the vicinity 
for the apprehension of Té-téng-kung-pu, a 
rebel still at large. 


ord June. 


GREAT FIRE IN CITY OF KIRIN, MILITARY 
GOVERNOR REPRIMANDED. 


A Decree.—We are in receipt of a 
memorial from Ch‘ang-shun, the Military 
rovernor of Kirin, in which he asks per- 
mission to select a site on which to erect a 
building for his own private residence, the 
one which he previously occupied having 
been destroyed by fire. We have already 
referred to the Board the question of 
rebuilding the Government oflices at 
IXirin whick was submitted to Us in the 
Governor’s previous memorial. Having re- 
yard to the serious nature of the catastrophe, 
which consumed over 2,000 houses and left 
« large number of people homeless, it 
might have reasonably been expected that 
Ch‘ang-shun, as the responsible officer on 
the spot, would have felt it his duty to 
realise his own shortcomings and to make 
every effort to provide for the destitute 
people. On the contrary, his thought is 
for his own private residence, which he 
considers to have been unfortunately 
situated as it was close to the bustle and 
stir of the town. The geomancers having 
pronounced the site to be unlucky, he 
makes a suggestion for the selection of 
«a larger one in the same neighbourhood, 
and indulges in nonsensical talk about the 
new one being less exposed to risk from 
fire. Instead of assuming the humble atti- 
tude becoming in such a grave crisis, the 
Governor takesadvantage of the opportunity 
to enter upon wild plans for enlarging his 
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private residence. Sceing that, according 
to his own admission, the jail, public . 
officers, and treasury escaped without 
damage, his unseemly haste about restor- 
ing his own dwelling place is all the 
more inexplicable. We therefore reject 
his application and beg to remind him 
that it will be his duty hereafter to devote 
his whole attention to the interests of the 
people over whom he rules and thus show 
his appreciation of the Imperial favours of 
which he has been the recipient. Should 
he fail to reform his conduct and still persist 
in his former recklessness, he will be 
punished most unsparingly. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Ch‘éng Wén-ping, the Commander-in- 
chief of Hupeh, having received permission 
to proceed to Peking for audience, the 
Viceroy Chang Chih-tung carries on his 
duties during his absence. 


APPLICATION FROM TUE GOVERNOR OF 
CHINESE TURKESTAN FOR PERMISSION TO 
RETIRE FROM THE PUBLIC SERVICE. 


Liu Chin-t‘ang, the Governor of Chinese 
Turkestan, who has been on leave at his 
native place in Hunan for the last year or 
so, submits an application to vacate lis 
post in order that he may be enabled to at- 
tend his aged grandimother during the re- 
mainder of her life. In acknowledging a 
former application to the same effect, the 
Kimperor granted the memorialist an ex- 
tension of leave, regretted the necessity 
which compelled him te retain the services 
of such an able administrator, and for- 
warded him by express messenger a box 
containing eight ounces of ginseng for the 
use of his grandmother, The Governor 
expresses the most unbounded gratitude to 
his Imperial Master for the kindness shown 
to him, kindness which finds no parallel in 
the best acts of all the sovereigns of anti- 
quity, and which he could never repay 
even were he to break his bones into 
atoms and grind his body to dust. He 
calls Heaven and Earth to witness the 
depth and sincerity of his feelings. The 
critical condition of his grandmother’s 
health leaves him, however, no option In 
the matter, and rather than remain month 
after month absent from his post, he begs 
to be relieved of the duties of his office 
in order that he may give his undivided 
attention to his aged grandparent.—WLecree 
already published. 


4th June. 
CHANGE OF TAOTAI AT HANKOW. 


Chiang Jén-chin, the Taotai of the Han- 
huangté Circuit, residing at Hankow, having 
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been promoted to be Salt Commissioner of the 
Lianghuai area, the acting appointment at 
Hankow has been conferred uponan expect- 
ant Taotai on the Hupeh establishment 
named Li Shén-jung, who is recommended 
by the Viceroy asa reliable and experienced 
oliicer. 


FUNDS FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
SHANTUNG, 


The Governor of Shantung mentions that 
asum of Tls. 16,750 was subscribed last 
year by his subordinates for the relief of 
distress in the province. In addition to 
this, he himself subscribed Tls. 2,000 for 
the same purpose and a very large amount 
was raised by Shéng Hsitan-huai, the Taotai 
at Chefoo. A detailed list of the subscrip- 
tions is enclosed and the liberality of the 
donors is brought to the favourable notice 
of the Throne. 


5th June. 
No papers of interest. 


6th June. 
OFFICIAL CHANGES. 


Ch‘in-huan has received permission to 
retire from his post as Judicial Commis- 
sioner of Kuangsi, and T‘ang P‘in-chén, 
the Salt Intendant of Yiinnan, has been 
appointed his successor. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF 
AN OFFICER. 


The Governor of Ili submits a favourable 
notice of the services of Té-k‘o-ching-pu, 
who was recently acting as Commandant of 
the forces at Chahar and is now returning 
to Peking for audience. This officer has 
been serving in several posts on the frontier 
since the year 1853 and has done much for 
the improvement of the military admi- 
nistration of the distant confines of the 
Empire. He now wishes to return to 
Peking after a prolonged absence, and in 
giving him a letter of introduction to the 
Board, the Governor thinks it right to 
bring his claims to the notice of the Throne. 
— Rescript— Noted. 


7th June. 


MANCHU EXAMINATIONS. 


The Court Circular announces that the 
Manchu examinations will commence on 
the llth June. 


CAPTURE OF ROBBEHS IN PEKING, 


The Office of Gendarmerie reports the 
capture of 19 robbers, and requests that 
they may be handed over to the Board of 
Punishments. 
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APPOINTMENTS, 


Tung Fa-hsiang is gazetted Commander- 
in-chief at Kashgar, and Huang Wan-p‘eng 
Brigade-General at Aksu. 

P‘u-ching is appointed Salt Intendant in 
Yiinnan. 


MONGOL CHIEFTAIN APPLIES FOR LEAVE OF 
ABSENCE, 


The high authorities at Uliasutai report 
that they have granted two months’ leave 
of absence to Wu-te-ku-su-wa-ch‘i-erh, one 
of the captains-general of the Sainnoin tribe, 
on account of continued ill-health. Steps 
have been taken to ascertain that there are 
proper grounds for his application, and for 
the appointment of deputies to carry on 
his duties during his absence. 


APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF PRE- 
VIOUSLY CASHIERED OFFICER. 


The Governor of Kirin applies for the 
reinstatement of a petty officer named 
Shu Lin, who was cashiered and brought 
to trial for having made away with a sum 
of Tls. 12,000 issued to him on account 
of pay for the troops. His explanation 
of the matter was that just after the 
money had been paid to him the winter 
broke up and the roads became im- 
passable, so that it was impossible to hire 
the carts required for the conveyance 
of the treasure. It would not have been 
safe to leave the money in his own house, 
and he therefore deposited it for the time 
being with one of the local banks, which 
shortly afterwards failed. The manager of 
this establishment stated that in conse- 
quence of a run on the bank they had 
been compelled to make use of the de- 
posit in question, unknown to the in- 
criminated officer, but there was not the 
faintest intention on their part to embezzle 
the money, which they intended to replace 
in due course. As this account tallied in 
the main with that given by Shu Lin and 
the money has now been refunded in full, 
Memorialist submits on behalf of the 
cashiered official a petition praying that he 
may be restored to his former position, — 
Rescript—Let the Board of War take note. 


HORSES FOR GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 


The Military Governor at Uliasutai states 
that inaccordance with instructions fromthe 
Board of War in 1879 all horses required 
for the public service are now procured 
from the nearest Government breeding 
establishment, instead of as formerly from 
the Kobdo country. Exclusive of the num- 
ber of horses required for supplying officials 
on their first appointment or subsequent 
promotion, and to replace worn-out animals 
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on the post road service, the stock of horses 
Temaining in the Government depots or 
reserves in his district has fallen very low 
this year and Memorialist now proposes, 
in accordance with the usual practice, to 
procure 200 geldings from the nearest 
breeding establishment for Government 
purposes. 


MILITARY OFFICER CASHIERED IN KANSU. 


The Governor-General of Kansu and 
Shensi denounces a captain of the Ninghsia 
commands for embezzlement and disgrace- 
ful conduct, and applies for his dismissal 
from the service. The charges against this 
officer were referred to the Brigade General, 
whoreports that they are fully substantiated, 
the embezzlement consisting in his having 
appropriated to his own use certain portions 
of grain tax passing through his hands, 
whilst the second charge was founded upon 
his having started a kind of gambling 
establishment in his yamén ‘“‘ for purposes 
of gain.” Such conduct being a disgrace to 
the service such as cannot be condoned, 
Chia Ming-te is therefore cashiered subject 
to His Majesty’s approval.—Sanctioned by 
rescript, 

8th June. 
No papers of interest. 


9th June. 
CRIME IN FORMOSA. 


The Governor of Formosa reports that 
six criminals have been brought to justice 
for their connection with a daring caso of 
robbery committed a year and half ago in 
the district city of Fengshan. In accord- 
ance with a preconcerted scheme the gang 
of burglars, eight in number, assembled 
at a lonely spot outside the city during the 
night of the 5th Nov. 1888, and getting 
over the city wall near the West gate made 
their way to the Chuan Miao opium shop 
wheretive ofthem effectedan entrance, leav- 
ing the others outside to keep watch. The 
owner of the shop, Hung Chiao-yang, 
shouted for assistance on being aroused, 
but was reduced to silence by threats of 
violence, whilst the place was ransacked 
and a sum of Tls. 180 stolen. An employé 
of the Hu-wei shop next door, who had 
come to the rescue on hearing the cries for 
help, was attacked and wounded, both he 
and Hung Chao-yang being forced to beat 
a retreat. The burglars then made their 
way through a courtyard at the back of the 
house into the adjoining premises, which 
they also plundered of all the money and 
opium they could lay their hands on, amount- 
ing in value to Tls. 363, after which they 
made off unmolested, by the way they had 


come. The Acting Magistrate of Fengshan, 
Kao Kwange-tou, was denounced on account 
of the robbery and removed from oflice, but 
directed to remain on the spot to assist in 
effecting the capture of the criminals, two of 
whom were shortly afterwards apprehended 
by the new Magistrate, assisted by his pre- 
decessor. A number of troops were also 
sent out in pursuit of the rest of the gang, 
who were reported to be lurking in a village 
at the foot of the Hsishan. A fight ensued 
between the soldiery and the robbers, in 
the course of which two of the latter were 
shot, their heads being duly identified and 
forwarded for exposure at the scene of 
their crime. After a further interval and 
by dint of severe measures the yamén run- 
ners were at length induced to arrest the 
leader of the band, he and another of the 
principal culprits being thereupon summa- 
tily executed by Memorialist’s orders. The 
two remaining criminals who were guilty in 
a minor degree have been sentenced to 100 
blows and perpetual banishment to a dis- 
tance of 3,000 lz. Though the limit of two 
months assigned to the Acting Magistrate 
Kao Kwang-tou for the apprehension of 
the robbers was actually exceeded, yet in 
consideration of the fact that he finally 
succeeded in capturing more than half the 
gang, Memorialist suggests that part of 
his sentence which directs that he be 
retained on the spot to assist in securing 
the criminals should now be cancelled.— 
Rescript. Let the Board concerned consider 
and report hereon, 


CUIEF JUSTICE OF KUEICHOW APPLIES TO 
RETIRE. 


The Governor of Shansi submits an 
ay-plication from T‘ien Kuo-chiin, who was 
suine time ago gazetted Judicial Commis- 
sioner of Kucichow, praying for permission 
to retire from the service in order that he 
may dovote himself to the caro of his 
father, who is of an advanced ave and in 
a bad state of health. On his appointment 
last year to the above-named post he was 
granted two months’ leave of absence for the 
purpose of paying a visit to his father, whom 
he had not seen for an unduly long time, 
and subsequently his own ill-health led him 
to apply for extension of leave. Another 
month was accordingly granted him, at the 
expiry of which he was to proceed to 
Peking for audience without further delay, 
and his furlough having now nearly expired 
he was just about to start on his journey 
northwards. His father, however, is over 
70 years of age and suffers from chronic 
expectoration and shortness of breath ; 
seeing his son about to start for Peking he 
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has urged him to set out at once, so 
as to arrive in good time, but it is 
evident that his son's approaching depar- 
ture weighs greatly on his mind, and 
that in consequence his malady is getting 
worse every day. T‘ien Kuo-cli‘iin’s younger 
brother died years ayo, and as there is 
consequently no one but himself to look 
after his father, ne cannot bear the thought 
of beiny separated from him by such a 
distance. After much anxious reflection 
he has come to the conclusion that as he 
is only 50 years of age, he has still a long 
life before him to be spent in the service 
of his country, whilst but a short time can 
remain to be devoted to the care of his 
father. In the case of officials who are 
only sons and whose parents are over 70 
years old it is usual to allow them to re- 
main at home to attend on their parents to 
the last, applications of this nature invaria- 
bly receiving the favourable consideration of 
His Majesty. Under the circumstances 
and urged on by his sense of filial duty 
Tien Kuo-chiin has begged Memorialist to 
submit on his behalf an application for 
permission to vacate his appointment, so 
that he may be at liberty to wait on his aged 
father, during the remaining years of his 
existence, the prolongation of which will be 
entirely due to the kindness of His Majesty 
should he be pleased to sanction this 
request. 

The Governor of Shansi accordingly 
submits the foregoing application, merely 
observing that it is prompted by a sincere 
sense Of filial obligations. —Rescript already 
published. 


10th June. 
OFFICIALS CASHIERED IN KUANGSI. 


On impeachment by the Governor of 
Kuangsi two district Magistrates and two 
military ofticers are cashiered for avarice, 
carolossness, stupidity and other shortcom- 
ings, whilst ten district officials who have 
been commended by the Governor are 
rewarded by the expression of His Majesty’s 
approval, and are exhorted to a further 
continuance in well-doing. 


CASE OF ROBBERY AND MURDER IN ANHUI. 

The Governor of Anhui reports his find- 
ing inacase of robbery and murder that 
occurred some four years ago in the depart- 
ment of Liuan, this delay in the settle- 
ment of the case having been caused by the 
necessity for a remand in order to procure 
the evidence of certain constables who were 
no longer at hand when the trial came on. 
The robbery was committed by four local 
tramps who attacked the house of a wealthy 
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individual named Hang Yang-chéng during 
the night, killing one of the inmates and 
wounding two others. Three of the 
criminals were subsequently arrested and 
brought to trial, there being no prospect of 
capturing the fourth. Whilst the case was 
under remand, as above stated, one of the 
prisoners died. in gaol, but there was no 
evidence to show that his death was due to 
any other than natural causes. Of the two 
remaining prisoners one has been sentenced 
to decapitation ; the other, who merely 
kept watch outside whilst the robbery was 
being committed, is liable to 100 blows and 
banishment for three years, but as his 
crime was committed prior to the last Act 
of Amnesty he escapes scot free on the 
present occasion. Part of the stolen pro- 
perty was recovered and handed to the 
owner, who will be idemnified to the extent 
of his loss. 

Rescript.—Let the Board of Punishments 
consider and report hereon without delay, 


GOVERNOR OF KUANGTUNG APPLIES TO 
RETIRE. 

Yu Chih-k‘ai, the Acting-Governor of 
the Canton province, represents that by 
reason of his advanced age and failing 
powers he is unable to satisfactorily perform 
his duties and therefore prays to be relieved 
of his appointment. Being now over 75 
years of age he suffers from loss of 
inemory, and perusal of official documents 
always makes his head swim. Though 
he would not think of sparing himself 
in any way, he is yet apprehensive lest 
his tenure of office should be nothing 
more than nominal, thereby exposing him- 
self to the charge of clinging to his post for 
the sake of the salary attached to it, and so 
barring the way for worthier men. Under 
these circumstances he begs that he may be 
permitted to retire and pass the remainder 
of his days at his native place.—escript 
already recorded. 


CHIEFTAIN OF TURGUT TRIBE APPLIES TO BE 
RECEIVED IN AUDIENCK. 


The Military Governor and Deputy 
Lieutenant Gencral at Ih submit an ap- 
plication from Payaerh, one of the chief- 
tains of the Turgut tribe, praying for per- 
mission to proceed to Peking to be received 
in audience by His Majesty. He _ states 
that when he succceded his father on the 
latter’s death in 1875 his extreme youth 
and the disturbed condition of the country 
at that time rendered it impossible for him 
to visit Peking. This state of things exists, 
however, nolonger, the nomad tribes having 
now peacefully settled down, and as he is 
27 years of age, and yearning with a canine 
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fidelity for the sight of his Master, he has 
petitioned Memorialists to solicit on his 
behalf the favour of being received in 
audience by His Majesty.—Sanctioned by 
vescript. 
APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF PRE- 
VIOUSLY CASHIERED OFFICERS. 

Referring to the Act of Amnesty pro- 
claimed by His Majesty in the early part of 
last year the Military Governor of Ili 
submits the cases of two officers named 
Kuei Ch‘ing and Hsii Wen, who were 
cashiered in 1887 at the instance of Hsi-lun, 
the then Governor of Ili, for various alleged 
misdemeanours and flagitious conduct 
generally. Subsequent enquiry having 
shown that these charges were unfounded 
Bsi-lun proposed that the officers in ques- 
tion should be retained for service, a watch 
being kept over their future conduct, and to 
this His Majesty was pleased toassent. Ac- 
cording to Memorialist both these officers 
are skilled in their profession, diligent and 
energetic and in other respects fully quali- 
fied; he therefore submits for His Majesty’s 
decision whether they may not be restored 
to their former positions. 

By rescript the officers named are to be 
presented to His Majesty in audience. 


llth June. 
HIGHEST HONOURS AT PEKING EXAMINATIONS. 


The Court Circular announces that His 
Majesty will proceed to-morrow morning 
to the T‘ai Ho Tien to promulgate the 
award of examination honours. 

The following are the names of the highest 
graduates, Chuang-yiian, Wu Lu of Fukien ; 
Pang-yen, Wen T‘ing-shih of Kiangsi ; 
T‘an-hua, Wu Yin-p‘ei of Kiangsu ; Ch‘uan- 
ju, Hsiao Ta-yu of Hunan. 


MAGISTRATE IN CHIHLI DENOUNCED BY 
CENSOR. 


In ashort and pithy memorial the Censor 
Wen-yti denounces the acting magistrate 
of T‘ungchow, Chang Chao-feng, for wanton 
disregard of human life, and various acts of 
extortion. Healleges that on more than one 
occasion prisoners lodged in the magistrate’s 
gaol have been treated with such severity 
that they died in consequence, their deaths 
however, being invariably hushed up, 
whist the instances of extortion are so 
numerous that it is impossible to mention 
them all. He cites the case of a man 
named Fu, who was thrown into prison 
and kept there for a long period on ac- 
count of some trifling dispute about a piece 
of land and prevented from obtaining me- 
dical ‘assistance when he fell sick ; and his 
death which resulted in consequence of this 


treatment being nevertheless hushed up 
somehow or other, in spite of an appeal by 
the relatives of the deceased to the Provin- 
cial Treasurer. In support of the charges 
of extortion memorialist alleges that certain 
grain merchants who had already paid their 
full quota of government taxes were com- 
pelled to pay thein over again and prevented 
from doing any business until the matter 
had been settled by payment of a sum of 
Tls. 1,000, another similar charge being 
that the magistrate allowed his own servants 
to exact from a certain grain-broker a fixed 
squeeze for every day in the month. Such 
open and barefaced dereliction of duty, 
within so short a distance from the capital 
is not to be tolerated, and memorialist 
therefore applies for a decree ordering a 
rigorous enquiry into the truth of the 
several charges now brought against the 
magistrate, so that in the event of their 
being substantiated he may be sternly 
denounced, as by law, both in the interests 
of the people and for the well-being of the 
public service. 


RESULTS OF ENQUIRY INTO THE ABOVE 
CHARGES AGAINST THE MAGISTRATE OF 
TUNGCHOW. 


The Governors of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture submit the result of their enquiries 
into certain charges brought against Chang 
Chao-feng, Acting Department Magistrate 
of T‘ungchow, the investigation of which 
was referred to them by the Grand Coun- 
cil in obedience to an Imperial decree 
of the 21st April last. The Magistrate 
was accused of having treated a certain 
prisoner with such severity as to cause his 
death ; of having levied certain grain- 
duties twice over, and further of extor- 
tion generally and connivance at the mal- 
practices of his own servants. He was 
at once suspended pending investigation 
into these several charges by a commis- 
sion of enquiry appointed by memonial- 
ists, and consisting of the Intendant of 
the T‘ungyung circuit and other officers. 
Of the various charges brought against the 
Magistrate the gravest is that of having 
caused the death of a prisoner by excessive 
severity, and with reference hereto memo- 
rialists have to state that both Department 
anc District Magistrates are by law required 
to furnish monthly returns of all prisoners 
in their charge, so that any concealment is 
out of the question. During the four years 
and more that the magistrate has held 
office at T‘ung-chow only three prisoners 
have died in his goal, and in their cases 
death was certified to have resulted from 
natural causes. With regard to the case 
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of the man Fu, memorialists beg to state 
that in a recent cross-action between a 
certain Fu Wan-ch'un and another about 
a disputed plece of land, which was tried 
by an officer appointed by memorialists, 
the evidence of the said Fu Wan-ch‘un was 
so unsatisfactory that he was consigned to 
prison in the T'ungchow magistrate’'s gaol 
where he died on the 17th March last. 
An enquiry into the circumstances at- 
tending his death was held by the 
Hsiangho magistrate, who found no 
evidence of the deceased having been sub- 
jected to any mal-treatnent, and accord- 
ingly certified to this effect. A telative of 
the deceased named Fu Wan-ho subse- 
quently presented a plaint charging that 
the deceased died of vexation consequent 
on his being imprisoned, and this would 
therefore appear to be the case to which 
the accusation of wanton disregard of 
human life refers. No matter how the 
deceased caine by his death the fact remains 
that he was sent to prison by the officer 
who tried the case, and as the T‘ungchow 
magistrate had nothing to do with this he 
consequently had no motive for suppressing 
the facts. 

With regard to the second charge of 
having levied double the amount of regula- 
tion grain-duty an individual named Li is 
mentioned as having settled the dispute, 
whilst the Wan Ho-yung firm is stated to 
have paid the Tls. 1,000, demanded before 
the merchants were allowed to resume 
business. Memorialists tind that the grain- 
duties are paid to the Sub-Prefect charged 
with the collection of revenue, and that 
consequently the accusation brought by the 
individuals Li and Huang against the magis- 
trate is not capable of being substantiated. 
The present acting-magistrate of T*ung- 
chow was however ordered to ascertain from 
the employés of the Wan Ho-yung shop, 
whether a sum of Tis. 1,000 had or had 
not been paid as alleged, and their unani- 
mous testimony was that there had been no 
such payment. 

As regards, however, the charge of levy- 
ing black-mail on a certain grain-broker 
the facts have been ascertained to be as 
follows: Wang Yung-cli‘ing was one of the 
officially appointed grain-brokers in the 
T‘ungchow district. Enormous quantities 
of grain had been coming in by boat, so 
that his receipts by way of broker’s com- 
mission were continually on the increase 
from day to-day A very considerable 
number of prisoners are confined in the 
gaol at T‘ungchow for whom no provision 
whatever is made in respect of rations. As 
Wang Yung-ch ‘ing had only lately started as 
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a broker and doing a most profitable busi- 
ness the Magistrate called upon him tosupply 
15 piculs of rice per month as a subvention 
towards a public outlay which is not allow- 
ed to be charged in the official accounts. 
This Wang Yung-ch‘ing refused to do on 
the ground that there was no rule to this 
effect in the old regulations. The case 
being urgent he appealed to the higher 
anthorities, and no rice was ever actually 
delivered by him. This is what gave 
rise to the calumnious and quite un- 
founded charge that the magistrate had 
connived at his personal retainers levying 
black mail. Memorialists observe that in 
cases such as this where the official expen- 
diture is in excess of the allowance, it is 
impossible to avoid now and again having 
recourse for assistance to the surplus profits 
of the public. In the present instance, 
however the magistrate carried things some- 
what too far, and so laid himself open to 
accusation. Though committed from public 
motives, his proceedings were highly 
irregular, aud memorialists therefore pro- 
pose that he be compulsorily retired, and 
handed over to the Board for the determi- 
nation of an appropriate penalty.— Rescript 
already published. 

TRIBUTE OFFERING OF ONE THOUSAND 

HORSES BY MONGOL TRIBE. 

Ch‘ung Shan, the Military Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-Governor at Chinchow in the Man- 
churian province of Shengking, who is also 
charged with the general superintendence 
over the Government reserves aud pastures 
along the banks of the Taling river, re- 
ports that in the early part of November 
last the Chao Uda league of Mongols sent 
in their usual tribute offering of 1,000 


horses, which were placed with the Govern- 


ment droves in the above-named reserves. 
A similar number should have been for- 
warded at the same time by the Cho-so-t‘u 
league, bus as the animals were in poor 
condition and there was no fresh grass to be 
obtained on the way so late in the year, it was 
proposed to keep them back till the ensuing 
spring. The officers in charge of the Taling- 
ho pastures have, however, represented to 
memorialist that the droves of Government 
horses there have so increased of late years 
by breeding and by purchase, that they now 
number 12,084 head, and that owing to 
the narrow extent of the reserves there is 
not sufficient pasturage for any additional 
number of animals. Under these circum- 
stances memorialist proposes that the 1,000 
horses in question, which have not yet 
arrived, should be sent on to the pasture 
grounds in the neighbourhood of Kalean 
Instead,— Sanctioned by rescript. 


12th June. 
ESCAPE OF PRISONERS IN SHANTUNG., 


With the exception of the usual monthly 
list of mmor Civil Service appointments, 
the whole of this day's Gazefte is taken up 
by a memorial from the Governor of Shan- 
tung reporting the result of a trial held 
according to rescript, with reference to the 
escape of three criminals from the gaol of 
the Shihp‘ing district in August 1888. 
The prisoners in question were lying under 
sentence of death for their connection 
with a number of cases of housebreaking, 
in some instances accompanied with vio- 
lence, committed in the Shihp‘ing and 
adjoining districts. One of the prisoners, 
So-san by name, was a member of a gang 
of about a dozeu individuals’ whose de- 
predations appear to have been. carried 
on with impunity for a considerable time, 
generally by parties of four or five, and 
on the boldest pussible scale, horses, mules 
and cattle being carried off under cover 
of night, and the owners attacked and 
wounded, if not murdered outright, when- 
ever they ventured to offer any resistance. 

The result of the present enquiry shows 
that the escape was effected during the 
absence of the magistrate, and favoured by 
the customary storm of wind and rain 
invariably offered as the explanation in 
such cases. In this ‘instante, however, 
two of the escaped prisoners were recap- 
tured within three days, one of them dying 
shortly afterwards in gaol, whilst the third 
was also caught some time after, but too 
late to be included in the present investi- 
gation. 

The original sentences passed on tlie pri- 
soners are now confirmed, no notice being 
taken of their escape in consideration of the 
Act of Amnesty proclaimed last year. The 
usual penalties incurred by the prison offi- 
cials are similarly remitted, but they are 
dismissed from their posts for carelessness 
although no guilty connivance was proved 
against any of them. 

13th June. 
OFFICIAL IN FOOCHOW ARSENAL DISMISSED. 


A decree based on a memorial from the 
Governor of Fokien denouncing Wang 
Sung-ch‘en, an official in charge of the 
clerical department at the Foochow arsenal, 
for having taken advantage of the illness 
of the superintendent to address an appli- 
cation direct to the Throne in favour of 
certain students abroad. His Majesty 
considers that the memorialist’s proposal 
to cancel the recommendations in question 
is altogether inadequate to meet the case, 
and directs that Wang Sung-ch‘en be dis- 
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missed forthwith and sentenced to perpe- 
tual exclusiou from the public service. The 
Board concerned will determine the penalty 
to be imposed on the Superintendent of 
the Arsenal for his negligence, measures 
being further taken with a view to the 
cancelment of any unauthorised recom- 
mendations of a similar character that may 
be found to have occuired on previous 
occasions. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 

A decree from the Emperor deploring 
the continued drought, and announcing his 
intention of proceeding in person on the 
15th June to the temples. known as the 
Ta Kao Tien and Shih Yiny Kung to offer 
incense. As on previous occasions a num- 
ber of high officers are deputed to perform 
the same ceremouy at various other temples 
specified in the decree. 

MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS. 


Feng Nan-pin who was some time ago 
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Che- 
kiang forces, reports his arrival at Ninypo 
and assumption of office on the lst May 
last. 

Chu Chih-chen, an expectant taotai, has 
been selected by the Governor of Kiangsu 
to act for the time being as Provincial 
Judge, in succession to Liu Shu-t'ang, 
promoted to the Treasurership of Fokien. 

REWARDS TO DIPLOMATIC ATTACHES. 


In a memorial dated 3rd May, 1889, 
Liu Jui-fen, the then Minister to Great 
Britain, etc., recommended for various 
forms of promotion three members of his 
staff who had completed their three years 
term of service abroad. Objections were 
however raised by the Boards of Civil 
Office and War that the applications 
were either irregular or against the rules 
of the service, and the Minister was directed 
by the Tsung-li Yamén to submit them in 
a rovised form. Accordingly Fang Pei- 
yung, an expectant sub-director of studies, 
previously mentioned for promotion to the 
post of district magistrate, 1s now recom- 
mended for a second class assistant depart- 
ment magistracy ‘‘for immediate selection 
in any month in the year.” Yang Wen-hui, 
a Secretary in the Imperial Patent Office, 
is proposed to be rewarded with a patent 
of the 5th rank, in lieu of that originally 
suggested, whilst Hung Chia-fu is now 
recommended for a Lieutenancy, instead of 
a Second Captaincy, with a patent of the 
5th rank. 

DISPUTED SUCCESSION TO NATIVE CHIEFTAIN 
SHIP IN YUNNAN. 
The Viceroy of the Yinkuei provinces 


: and the Governor of Yiinnan in a joint 
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memorial report the settlement of a long- 
standing case of disputed succession to the 
Chieftainship of one of the native tribes, 
which nas been the cause of bloodshed for 
years past. 

It appears that when the natives of 
Mengting, an aboriginal tribe on the 
South-west borders of Yiinnan, were first 
brought under the subjection of the Chinese 
Government in the 33rd year of the reign 


of Kang-hsi (1695) they were organised as_ 


a ‘‘native department,” subject to the con- 
trol of the Liman prefecture, Chang Cheng 
the then chief of the tribe being appointed 
native administrator. From him the chief- 
tainship descended by: hereditary succes- 
sion for a number of years till at length 
there were no direct descendants forth- 
coming. And it was then hotly contested 
for a period of over 40 years by members 
of the fatnily who traced their oriyin from 
a common ancestor until finally the rival 
claimants ended by exterminating each 
other. In the eurly part of the reign 
of T‘ung Chih, fighting began again be- 
tween two pretenders named Chang Shih- 
‘jung and Chang Chao-tson, neither of 
whom was able to prove his descent, and 
this continued till 1869 when the latter was 
slain. His widow thereupon adopted as heir 
a child named Chang Ying-lu, who subse- 
quently became connected by marriage with 
a powerful native chief named Lung Yii- 
kuang, and with his assistance succeeded 
in disposing of Chang Shih-jung. Upon 
this a certain Chang Kuo-lin came forward 
as the representative of the dead man, and 
being aided by the native chieftain of Meng- 
hung, Pai Yang-hsien, by name, continual 
forays and bloodshed ensued between thie 
parties of the rival claimants. 

In December last Chang Kuo-lin, at the 
instigation of the above mentioned Pai- 
Yang-hsien, having attacked « number of 
villages occupied by Chang Ying-lu, and 
committed all sorts of atrocities, the Prefect 
Ch‘an Mao-chi at once took measures for 
the restoration of order, entrusting Lieut- 
enant Colonel Liang Yii-fu with the task of 
capturing the leaders of the rival factions. 
This was properly effected, and they were 
brought to trial when both of them admit- 
ted that their pretensions to the succession 
were founded on fraud. Considering that 
the pacification of the disturbed district 
could only be effected by exterminating both 
the rivals whose constant raids were causing 
the greatest sufferings to the people, the 
Prefect gave orders for their summary 
execution in presence of ‘all the troops, 
their followers being sent home after sur- 
rendering their arms. Perfect tranquillity 


had thus been restored and the Prefect 
concluded by requesting that Mengting be 
deprived of its status as a native district, 
aud incorporated as a dependency of the 
Prefecture of Linan. 

Memorialists observe that neither of the 
rival claimants had the slightest right to 
inherit the succession and it was essential 
in the interests of the border population 
to put a stop to the chronic state of distur- 
bance caused by the feud. This has now 
been most successfully carried out in the 
face of the greatest difficulties by Ch‘uan 
Mao-chi, who quietly effected the capture 
of both the leaders, and by their ex- 
ecution on the same day vindicated the law 
and nipped rebellion in the bud. For this 
service memorialists suggest that he should 
be rewarded by appointment to the first 
vacant Taotaiship in Yiinnan. They further 
recommend Liang Yii-fu and a number of 
others for various degrees of promotion. 
In conclusion they add that orders have 
been given for the arrest and punishment 
of the chiefs Lung-Yii-kuang and Pai Ang- 
hsien, and for the incorporation of the 
native district of Mengting with China 
proper, there being now no rightful heir to 
the native administratorship.— Approved by 
rescript. 


14th June. 
CHART OF THE YELLOW RIVER, 


It will be remembered that Wu Ta-ch‘éng 
proposed last year to have a survey made | 
of the Yellow River and that the proposal 
was approved by the Throne, although the 
Emperor objected strongly to the appoint- 
ment of a permanent Board of Surveyors at 
K‘aiféng Fu. The present Acting Director 
General now reports that the survey which 
had been carried on during the past year 
or more under the supervision of the ex- 
pectant Taotai, I Shun-ting, has now been 
completed in sections and a chart of the 
whole drawn up. This has been packed in 
a yellow box and is now transmitted for 
the Imperial inspection. Rescript: Noted. 
The map is retained for Our inspection. 


GREAT FIRE IN THE CITY OF KIRIN. 


The Military Governor of Kirin furnishes 
details respecting the fire which recently 
occurred in the capital of his province and 
asks that he himself should be punished 
for his neglect inthe matter. The past spring 
was, he explains, an extremely dry season 
in Kirin. where even in ordinary times 
the large quantity of wood used in the 
construction of the homes and _ astrects 
renders occurrence of fires a constant source 
of apprehension. The people had been 
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duly impressed by the local authorities to 
exercise care in the matter, but notwith- 
. standing this, an alarm of fire was given at 
noon on the 13th May. The Memorialist 
immediately proceeded to the spot with 
the fire engine and the whole official staff 
in the city and made every effort to extin- 
cuish the flames. A violent wind however 
sprung up at the time, and although the 
Arsenal authorities and all the military in 
the city were employed in trying to keep the 
fire under, it spread with great rapidity in 
every direction. At 10 p.m. the wind fell 
slightly and the flames somewhat subsided. 
A most determined effort was then made at 
the imminent risk of life to make headway 
against the fire, and it was eventually 
extinguished about eight o’clock on the 
following morning. An inspection of the 
city was then made by the Taotai and 
Prefect who found that the fire had ex- 
tended over an area of three or four 
lt in circumference and that in all 2,538 
chien of buildings were completely destroy- 
ed. Amongst these were the Telegraph 
station, the office of the Superintendent of 
police and the official residence of the me- 
morialist, all of which were reduced to ashes. 
Fortunately the public offices, jail and Trea- 
sury escaped without damage and no lives 
were lost in the fire. A great number of 
poor people however were left in a state of 
piteable destitution, and arrangement are 
being made by the city authorities for pro- 
viding them with food and shelter. The 
fire broke out originally in a confectioneyr’s 
shop near the cattle market and fanned by 
the high wind which prevailed at the time 
defied all effort to extinguish it. Although 
it differed in this and other respects from 
an ordinary calamity, still the Memorialist 
considers that he was wanting in his duty 
m not taking sufficient precautions before 
hand, and asks that he.should be handed 
over to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a fitting penalty. He encloses 
a list of the City Authorities to whom 
he considers similar treatment should 
be accorded. His own official residence 
comprised nearly 100 chien of buildings, and 
it has always been the custom to execute 
whatever repairs were required there at 
the public expense. He himself has taken 
up his quarters temporarily at the residence 
of the Deputy Lieutenant General, whither 
he is transferring the archives. Itis feared 
that a great many of the papers may have 
been lost in the hurry of removing them 
during the fire, and a separate report will 
be furnished on this subject as soon as a 
thorough examination of the documents 
can be made.— Decree already published. 
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AID VOUCHSAFED BY THE GUARDIAN DEITY 
OF THE CITY DURING THE FIRE. 


The Governor in a postscript memorial 
acknowledges the aid which he received on 
this trying occasion from the guardian 
deity of the city, to whose divine inter- 
position he attributes the safety of the 
official buildings still standing. The tem- 
ple of this deity is quite close to the 
Governor’s yamén, and the clock tower in 
front of it having caught fire, he entered 
the main building and offered an earnest 
supplication to the presiding god to stay 
the progress of the flames. The fire, which 
was raging at the time and threatened the 
destruction of the entire city, subsided 
very shortly afterwards, and the Governor’s 
yamén, which stands intact amid a mass of 
ruins, attests the efficacy of the divine as- 
sistance, in acknowledgment of which it is 
suggested that the temple should be sup- 
plied with an Imperial tablet bearing a 
suitable inscription in the Emperor’s own 
handwriting.—Deeree already published. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO LATE CHIEF 
JUSTICE OF FUKIEN. 


The Viceroy at Nanking reports the 
death of Hsti Chén-ta who was recently 
promoted to be Chief Justice of Fukien, 
and submits a statement of the deceased’s 
services with a view to his being awarded 
posthumous honours. The deceased had 
only recently returned from Peking, where 
he had been received in audience, and had 
taken leave of the Viceroy before starting 
for his new post, when the unexpected 
announcement of his death was made by a 
member of his houshold on the 16th May. 
Hsii Chén-ta began life as a private soldier 
under the Imperial Commissioner, Tséng 
Kuo-fan, and subsequently served for many 
years as Commissary under Li Hung-chang 
in his. various campaigns against the Tai- 
pings. He was promoted for distinguished 
services to the rank of Taotai, which office 
he filled for over ten years, during which he 
acted several times as Salt Commissioner 
and Director General of the Grain Trans- 
port. His knowledge of special questions, 
the salt administration and river works 
amongst others, rendered him a very valu- 
able: officer to the state, which suffers a 
great loss in his untimely death. The 
Viceroy concludes his notice of the deceas- 
ed’s career by suggesting that his biography 
should be compiled by the State Historian, 
to whom the necessary materials are to be 
furnished for the purpose.—Decree already 


published. 
15th June. 
No papers of interest. 
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16th June. 


ARREST OF BANDITS IN KIANGSU. 


The attention of the new Director-General 
of the Grain Transport has been directed 
to the prevalence of violent crimes within 
his jurisdiction which his predecessors had 
failed to repress. The ranks of the criminal 
classes are chiefly recruited from disbanded 
soldiers who, being armed with foreign 
guns, are not infrequently in a position to 
offer effective resistance to the Imperial 
troops. Since his accession to office the 
memorialist has made strenuous efforts to 
stamp out crime of this kind and within 
the last few months has arrested no less 
than fifty noted brigands. In their deposi- 
tions they confessed to having perpetrated 
the most frightful enormities. One of them 
had dug out the eyes of three of his victims 
and had held a great many of his prisoners 
to ransom. Another had lived by plunder- 
ing trading vessels and organising marau- 
ding expeditions composed of bands of 
armed men. One of the ringleaders died 
in prison, (avo others have been suinmarily 
decapitated, and the remainder are to be 
dealt with by the ordinary process of law. 


17th June. 


A MAN CONDEMNED TO DEATH FOR SHOOTING 
ANOTHER WHOM HE MISTOOK FuR A 
THIEF. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
following case in which a soldier belonging 
to the Manchu garrison at Hangchow shot 
a man whom he mistook fora thief. The 
culprit, Féng Chao, and the man who met 
with his death were well acquainted with 
each other and on very friendly terms. 
Féng Chao’s house having been attacked 
by robbers, he kept watch for several 
nights in succession, armed with a gun, to 
guard his property in the event of their 
returning. The deceased, Ta-Ssii-k‘a, 
went out one night for a walk and on his 
way back carried a torch to guide him on 
his way. As he passed Féng Chao’s door 
the dogs gave the alarm, and Féng going out 
and seeing a man's shadow, with a light 
burning in the dayk, jumped to the conclu- 
sion that it was a thief and fired a shot to 
frighten him away. Part of the charge 
lodged in Ta-Ssii-k‘a’s chest and he fell 
mortally wounded. The report of the gun 
was heard by a Manchu captain who came to 
Féng. The latterdisclaimed all knowledge of 
the affair, but his flurried manner excited the 
suspicions of the captain, who searched the 
house and found a gun the barrel of which 
was foul from having been recently dis- 
charged. Féng was arrested, and. being 


a Manchu, he was tried by a Mixed Court 
which found him guilty. The following 
are the statutes applicable to the case. 

(1.) A man who shoots another in mistake 
for a thief is triable under the law for 
murder or homicide in a brawl. 

(2.) He who kills another in a brawl by 
the wanton discharge of firearms shall be 
held guilty of deliberate murder. 

(3.) The punishment for wilful murder 


is decapitation after the usual period of 


imprisonment. 


In accordance with the foreging Féng- 
chao has been sentenced to decapitation 
and has been branded as a felon on the left 
cheek. The gun has been confiscated and 
placed at the disposal of the garrison and 
the body of the murdered man has been 
duly buried. 


HONORARY PORTAL TO DECEASED WORTHIES. 


The Governor of Chékiang acknowledges 
the receipt of Tls. 1,000 from Sun Yi-ching, 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue, as 
a subscription towards the relief of the 
distress now prevailing in the province. 
The donor explains that his object is to 
complete the good work carried on by his 
grindparents in the city of Hangchow. 
His grandfather, who was.proprietor of a 
Jarge rice shop there, ruined himself by his 
generosity to the suffering people during 
a dearth which visited the province more 
than half a century ago. He issued a 
shéng of rice datly to all the destitute 
people in the town, and refused to 
accept any written promise of repayment, 
merely remarking that he would take the 
price when the recipients were in a position 
to offer it. Asa matter of fact, not more than 
ten or tiventy per cent. of the money ever 
was repaid and his grandfather was ruined. 
Now that the province is again visited with 
a severe calamity, the Vice-President 
considers it a fitting tribute to his grand- 
father’s memory that he should contribute 
towards the relief of the present generation 
of sufferers ; and as a reward for his libera- 
lity, he has received permission to erect a 
memorial arch to his grandparents in the 
city which owes so much to their benevo- 
lence. 


MURDER OF THREE PERSONS IN ONE FAMILY. 


A man named Chang lived in Honan in 
two rooms which he rented from another, 
called Liu, and gained a living by cultivat- 
ing a few acres of ground which he leased 
from the Kuo family. His ancestors five 
generations ago had been slaves in the Liu 
household. His little son was playing one 


day with the little girls of Kuo Ch‘ung- 
shan when the children quarrelled and their 
respective fathers intervened on their be- 
half. Kuo, who was a violent man and 
much dreaded by his neighbours, reproached 
Chang with being the offspring of slaves 
and subsequently induced the whole vil- 
lage to boycott him. This treatment stung 
Chang deeply and he determined to have 
his revenge. As Kuo was a powerful 
man for whom he himself was no match, 
he made Kuo's family the victims of his 
assion. ‘Taking advantage of Kuo and 
his wife being absent working in the fields, 
he went one day to the man’s house and 
hacked to pieces with a knife his three 
little daughters who were playing in the 
court-yard. The screams of the children 
attracted the notice of a neighbour, who 
came to their rescue, and in doing so 
received wounds from which he subse- 
quently died. Chang went home, buried 
the knife with which he had done his 
bloody work in the floor under his bed, and 
then decamped. Having been subsequent- 
ly arrested, he was tried for the murder of 
three persons in one family and sentenced 
to death by the slicing process. 


18th June. 


DISTURBANCE ON THE BORDER LAND BETWEEN 
CHINA AND TIBET. 


Ch‘ang-kéng, the new Resident in Tibet, 
reports the suppression of a rising, instigat- 
ed by some Lama priests, which recently 
took place amongst the native tribes in the 
region of Chan-tui. The immediate cause 
of the disaflection is attributed to the 
extortionate practices of the Tangut 
rulers, many of whom it has been found 
necessary to depose. A number of officers 
from Szechuan visited the Chan-tui district, 
and under pretence of delimitating the 
frontier made themselves fully acquainted 
with the grievances of the people and the 
doings of the insurgents. The tribesmen 
were found to be quite willing for the most 
part to revert to their allegiance provided 
they were guaranteed immunity from the 
oppression of their former rulers. Peace 
was not, however, established until a stock- 
ade held by some Lamas with a large 
following was carried by storm. Several 
of the ringleaders were captured and deca- 
pitated, most of the others who had been 
forced to join the movement being tenderly 
dealt with. The Resident promises to inves- 
tigate the grievances of the people and to 
devise means for relieving them of the fiscal 
burdens imposed upon them by their late 
rulers. 
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19th June. 


DEATH OF THE MILITARY GOVERNOR 
OF ILI. 


A decree issued to-day notices the death 
of Se-leng-o, the Military Governor of Ii, 
who was best known as resident for some 
years in Tibet. The usua] honours are paid 
to his memory and the officials en vote are 
to make suitable arrangements for the con- 
veyance of his remains to Peking. A list 
of his sons and grandsons is to be furnished 
to the Throne by the Governor of Turkes- 
tan in order that marks of Imperial! favour 
may be conferred upon them. 


ACCIDENT TO A CHIEF JUSTICE. 


Ch‘in-huan, who was recently promoted 
to be Chief Justice of Kuangsi, started 
some months ago with the intention of 
proceeding to Peking for audience. The 
boat in which he was travelling through 
Hupeh encountered a violent gale of wind, 
and during the tempest he was thrown 
on his side and sustained such severe 
injuries that he was obliged to repair 
to his native place in Kiangsu in the hope 
of recruiting his health. The doctors 
having told him that complete rest for 
some months was essential for his recovery, 
he has obtained leave to vacate his post 
on the understanding that he is to repair 
to Peking for employment immediately he 
is well enough to do so. 


20th June. 


DEATH OF COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF AT 
KASHGAR. 

The acting Governor of Turkestan reports 
the death of the Commander-in-Chief,. Tau 
Shang-lien, which occurred at Kashgar on 
the 21st of April last. The deceased officer 
had been in failing health for some time 
past and had recently applied for permis- 
sion to retire from the service. It was 
found impossible to relieve him of his 
duties until the defensive arrangements of 
the province were placed on a firmer basis, 
and his premature death has been a great 
loss to the Government at the present 
moment. 


DEATH OF TAOTAI IN TURKESTAN. ~ 


The acting Governor of Turkestan reports 
the death of Wang Chiu-ming, an oflicer of 
some distinction, who was recently no- 
minated for the post of Taotai at Aksu. 
The deceased, who was a native of Hunan, 
entered the army in the early years of the 
reign of Hsien Téng, and served with great 
bravery through the campaigns against the 
Taipings and Nien-fei rohele His record 
of military service extends over thirty 
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years, and this fact, coupled with the part 
he took in organising Turkestan into a pro- 
vince, is considered sufficient to establish a 
Jcaim for posthumous honours on his behalf. 
Granted by Rescript. 
21st June. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS. 


The High Authorities of the province of 
Hupeh request the bestowal of posthumous 
distinction upon an expectant magistrate 
named Su Shih-chin, who was drowned last 
year by the capsiziny of a ferry-boat whilst 
on his return journey from Hsiangyangfu, 
whither he had been sent on public business. 
It is requested that he be held entitled to 
the posthumous honours conferred upon 
ofticials who lose their lives while travelling 
by water on Government service.—Granted 
by rescript. 

REWARDS FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN HUPEH. 


The Governor of Hupeh applies for 
rewards to a number of private gentlenren 
for their services in connection with the 
collection and distribution of relief funds 
in the years 1882 and 1887. 

According to the Prefect of Hanyansfu 
many thousands of refugees were congre- 
gated at Hankow, close to the provincial 
capital, and in the proximity of the foreign 
settlement, the presence of numbers of bad 
characters affording thus all the elements 
of a disturbance. It was impossible with 
government funds alone to support the 
daily in¢reasing crowds, till Liu-lin and 
other patriotic gentlemen began collecting 
subscriptions from all quarters. In Han- 
kow alune the amount collected on each 
occasion was never less than Tls. 30,000, 
which was distributed by themselves in 
person with such scrupulous fidelity that 
not a mouth remained unfed, and 
not a single cash was wasted. When 
the work of relief was at an end further 
funds were raised to help the refugees 
back to their homes, the success of 
these measures being entirely due to the 
energy with which subscriptions were col- 
lected both locally and in other provinces, 
and distributed among the starving people. 

Besides the above and a number of other 
important public works executed in the 
course of several years past, the individuals 
referred to have also devoted their atten- 
tion to the management of various Found- 
ling Hospitals and Female Asylums, Public 
Schools, Soup-kitchens, and the like, for 
which purposes they have collected im- 
mense sums of money, enabling 4 nuniber 
of decayed institutions to be re-es'ablished 
with considerable benefit to the public. 
These undertakings being, however, of a 
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private character, and carried out by private 
individuals in a pure spirit of patriotism, 
no official notice has so far been taken of 
them with a view to the reward of those 
engaged therein. Taking advantage there- 
fore of His Majesty’s gracious proclama- 
tion of 16th April, 1889, which directs 
among other things that the case of any 
wealthy private individual who shall have 
been instrumental in saving the lives of 
not less than 100 persons in distress, shall 
be brought to the notice of the Throne, 
the Prefect. has submitted the names of 
five gentlemen, with the request that a 
statement of their services may be laid 
before His Majesty. 

Whilst supporting the above recommend- 
ation memorialist adds that in his province, 
owing to the enormous demands on Go- 
vernment funds, charitable and other works 
of a public nature are often dependent to a 
considerable extent on the assistance of 
the wealthy and influential members of the 
community, and still more so on the zeal 
and integrity of those upon whom devolves 
the raising of subscriptions and manage- 
ment of the undertaking in hand. Owing to 
the distress consequent on the inunda- 
tions of last year, Tis. 150,000 were 
issued from the Provincial Treasury, but as 
this fell far short of the required amount 
permission was further obtained to open 
offices for the sale of titles in order to raise 
the necessary funds. Subscriptions have 
fallen off somewhat of lateyears and without 
the assistance of volunteer collectors, who 
gathered contributions from all quarters, 
but little would have been accomplished. 
The services of those engaged in similar 
works of charity in the provinces of Anhui 
and Chékiang have not been allowed to pass 
without recognition, and on this ground 
memorialist trusts that His Majesty will 
be pleased to bestow upon the individuals 
named the several distinctions now applied 
for.—Granted by rescript. 

22nd June. 
GUARDS AT PALACE GATES. 


A decree appointing a number of officers 
of the Guards, of the second, third and 
fourth rank, to do duty at the gates of the 
Palace. 


GRADUATES CASHIERED FOR MALPRACTICES. 


A decree based on a report from Ch ‘ang 
Shun, Military Governor of Kirin, who was 
ordered to investigate certain charges of 
embezzlement of public funds. brought by 
the censor Te Yin against Yii Tai-lin and 
other gentry of Petune, in the Manchurian 
province of Kirin. The Governor reports 
that he has failed tu discover any evidence 


of the malpractices alleged to have occurred 
in connection with the issue of charitable 
relief, with which indeed the accused Yii 
Tai-lin had nothing whatever todo. He 
finds, however, that the sub-prefect I‘ Pei- 
chang and nine others have been guilty of 
embezzlement of public funds and various 
other malpractices, the conduct of a certain 
Yii Chung-lin being specially disgraceful, 
considering his position as a compiler of the 
‘Hanlin. These individuals are one and all 
to be cashiered forthwith, the ‘‘ Literary 
Club” and ‘‘ Ancestral Hall” founded by 
them being likewise instantly abolished. 
Rigorous measures are to be taken to 
suppress all abuses of the kind committed 
by members of the gentry class under pre- 
text of having a hand in matters of public 
concern ; and should any further instances 
be brought to light the Governor of Kirin 
will denounce the perpetrators for punish- 
ment. With reference to his postscript 
memorial stating that Yi Chung-lin is the 
owner of a number of money shops, the 
cash notes issued by which are constantly 
refused payment under one pretext or 
another, His Majesty commands that all 
such notes issued by Yii Chung-lin’s es- 
tablishments are to be withdrawn from 
circulation within six months under penalty 
of the severest punishment. In all other 
respects action is to be taken as proposed 
by the Governor. 


REWARDS FOR SAVING LIFE AT SEA. 


The amended regulations issued some 
time ago by the Tsung-li Yamén with regard 
to the saving of life at sea by the officers 
or crews of steam vessels belonging to 
Government, provide that whenever such 
officers or crews are instrumental, at the 
risk of their own lives, in rescuing not less 
than 30 persons from any vessel in distress, 
irrespective of the nationality of such vessel, 
their names shall be recommended to the 
Throne for the rewards usually granted in 
cases of exceptionally meritorious perform- 
ance of duty. 

In accordance herewith the Governor of 
Chékiang now submits the name of Teng 
Ts‘ung-pao, formerly commander of the 
government steamer C‘huo-w1u, who on two 
different occasions succeeded im rescuing 
from a watery grave no less than thirty- 
three distressed mariners in imminent peril 
of their lives, viz: in June, 1887, when he 
was instrumental in saving 22 individuals 
from a wrecked junk off Tsung-ming Island, 
and again in Sept. last, when he similarly 
saved the lives of 11 persons from a capsized 
fishing boat off the coast of Chékiang, in 
both cases with considerable risk to himself, 
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For the energy and courage thus displayed 
memorialist suggests that Teng T’sung-pao, 
whose present rank is that of Major, be 
awarded two steps of promotion to the rank 
of colonel.—Sanctioned. by reserupt. 


DALAI LAMA PRAYS FOR THE EMPIRE. 


In a postscript Memorial the Imperial 
Resident in Tibet reports that on the 25th 
Feb. last the Dalai Lama, accompanied by 
an immense retinue of priests, came down 
from Mount Putala to offer up prayers as 
usual for the prosperity of the Empire. 
The Dalai Lama was escorted by a body- 
guard of troops commanded by Te Hsi 
and other officers, who had orders to 
prevent any breach of the peace, proclama- 
tions to this effect, being also issued, at 
meniorialist’s request, by the Tibetan au- 
thorities. The whole proceedings passed 
off without the slightest disturbance, and 
on the 16th March the Dalai Lama returned 
to Mount Patala, escorted as before. 


June 23rd. 
PRAYERS FOR RAIN. 


A Decree referring to the continued 
drought which prevails in the neighbvur- 
hood of Peking notwithstanding the re- 
peated supplications offered up by the 
Emperor and his nobles. His Majesty is 
filled with thedecpest solicitude and ordains 
that the assistance of Taoist and Buddhist 
priests be enlisted on this occasion for the 
purpose of holding intercessory services at 
the Ta Kao Tien and Chiirh Sheng Ssii on 
the 27th instant, on which date His Ma- 
jesty will also repair in person to the Ta 
Kao Tien to offer incense. Certain princes 
and nobles named are to take up their 
residence by turns at the above two temples, 
und maintain an uninterrupted service of 
prayer, others being sent on a similar 
mission to various state temples both far 
and near to make offerings of incense. 

APPOINTMENT. 

Ch‘ang Keng, the present Imperial 
Resident in ‘Tibet, who only reached his 
post in March last, is now appointed 
Military Governor of Ili. Pending his 
arrival, the Lieutenant Governor Fu-le- 
ming-a, is placed provisionally in charge. 


MILITARY INSPECTION IN FUKIEN, 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports the 
completion of his tour of inspection of the 
naval and military forces of the province. 
Since the despatch of his last memorial, he 
has proceeded from the provincial capital 
by way of Fu-Ch‘ing, Hsing-hua, and 
Ch‘ian-chow, to Chang-chow, inspecting 
the troops stationed at each of these places 
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and in the vicinity. He was very well satis- 
fied with the precision of their manceuvres 
on the parade-ground, and with their skill in 
musketry-firing, the shield exercise, use of 
scaling ladders, practice with spears, etc., 
etc. In archery practice, both mounted 
and on foot, as well as in rifle firing 
at the targets, the necessary number of 
marks was obtained. After completing 
his inspection of the land forces, memo- 
rialist proceeded to Amoy, where several 
naval battalions, together with a number 
vf troops and irregulars from Namoa 
were passed in review. The latter 
showed considerable proficiency in drill and 
in the use of their guns, whilst the naval 
forces displayed their dexterity in handling 
boats, diving, climbing the mast, etc., etc. 
A visit was also paid to several of the forts 
in the neighbourhood, excellent practice 
being made at long ranges. Of the twenty- 
one guns in position at the P‘an-shih fort, 
two, which are steel breech-loaders, are 
very powerful weapons ; the others memo- 
rialist considers somewhat inferior to the 
old muzzle-loading guns. After the in- 
spection was over memorialist returned by 
sea to Foochow, which place he reached on 
the 30th April. Four days later a grand 
naval review was held at Nan-t‘ai, which 
in its details was very similar to that 
already witnessed at Amoy. Rewards have 
been bestowed on the deserving, whilst 
those disqualified by age or unfitness have 
been either compelled to leave the service, 
reduced in rank, or required to improve 
their efficiency within a given time. 


COMMAND OF CHINHAI FORTS. 


In reporting the death of Tu Kwan-ying, : 


an officer employed in the work of recon- 
structing the forts at Chinhai, near Ningpo, 
which ensued from over-exertion in the 


discharge of his duties, the Governor of . 


Chékiang prefers a request that the highest 
posthumous distinctions usually granted 
under such circumstances may be conferred 
upon the deceased. 

The forts in question being situated on 
opposite sides of the water, the Governor 
appends a suggestion as to the advisability 
of having some one besides the commandant 
of the forts to fall back on in case of emer- 
gency. As, however, it is no easy matter 
to secure the services of any one possessing 
a competent knowledge of foreign guns and 
artillery, he proposes that the Intendant of 
the Ningshac-t‘ai circuit, who is well versed 
in every thing pertaining to fortifications 
and is already charged with the supervision 
of the forts at Chinhai, should further be 
made personally responsible for their 
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general control and for the efficiency of the 
garrison, all ordinary routine work being 
carried on as heretofore by the command- 
ant of the forts.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


APPLICATION FOR SERVICES OF AN OFFICER 
IN TIBET. 


Ch‘ang Keng, Imperial Resident in 
Tibet, applies for permission to retain the 
services of Chang Ping-hua, an expectant 
District magistrate, who formerly served 
under Chin Shun at Ili, and was on 
memorialist’s staff for a number of years. 
When memorialist recently passed through 
Ch‘engtu-fu on his way to Tibet, the 
officer in question, who lives at Lii-chow in 
Szechuan, came to tender his services, and 
was appointed on the expedition sent 
against the Chantui aborigines, then 
recently broken into revolt. The services 
rendered by him on this occasion, as related 
in a recent number of the Gazette, were 
so signally successful that memorialist is 
anxious to retain him for employment 
in Tibet where there is just now a great 
demand for officers of his stamp. 

Should His Majesty be pleased to sanction 
the present application memorialist pro- 
poses that Chang Ping-hua should draw 
salary from the date of his first appoint- 
ment on the Chantui mission.—Sanctioned 
by rescript. 

NEW TREASURER OF HUNAN ASSUMES 

CHARGE. 


Ho Shu, formerly Judicial Commissioner 
in Szechuan and recently promoted to the 
post of Treasurer of Hunan, announces his 
assumption of office on the 13th April last. 
On receiving the intimation of his appoint- 
ment he at once addressed a memorial of 
thanks to the Throne, soliciting the favour 
of being received in audience by His 
Majesty, and after handing over charge on 
6th Feb. last he started on his journey 
northwards. On reaching Wuchang, how- 
ever, in the province of Hupeh he was 
met by orders from His Majesty not to 
proceed to Peking, whereupon he retraced 
his steps and arrived at the capital of 
Hunan on the llth April. Two days later 
he received from the acting incumbent 
the Provincial ‘Treasurer’s seal of office and 
ofticial archives, and formally assumed 
charge. Memorialist concludes with the 
usual self-depreciatory remarks as to his 
utter unworthiness for the responsible post 
thus confided to his care. 


24th June. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Ch‘ang Keng, Imperial Residentin Tibet, 
having been transferred to Ili, Sheng T‘ai, 
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the Assistant Resident and Imperial Com- 
missioner in Tibet, is appointed to the 
vacant post, being himself succeeded by 
Shao Hsien, who is granted brevet-rank as 
Military Lieutenant Governor. 


SERICULTURE IN EUANGSI. 


Referring to the recent introduction of 
sericulture in the province of Kwangsi, the 
Governor Ma Pei-yao states that silk fila- 
tures have been since established, with the 
sanction of His Majesty, at Kwei-lin Fu 
and Wu-chow Fu, and artisans engaged to 
instruct the people in the processes of 
reeling the thread and weaving it into silk 
goods. Realising the profit to be made 
out of the business the country peuple 
have eagerly welcomed the new industry, 
crowds of them flocking to the filatures in 
order to learn the various processes. The 
initial expenditure incurred in the purchase 
and planting of the mulberry shoots, and 
cost of the necessary implements has been 
somewhat heavy, so that so far there have 
been no profits to speak of. At the instance 
of memorialist’s predecessor, as the pro- 
duction was but small at first, the trade 
was freed from all likin charges, and made 
merely subject to a small local tax. Memo- 
rialist considers, however, that in order to 
further develop the industry it should be 
altogether freed from taxation of any sort 
for the next few years, by which time it 
would prubably be in such a flourishing 
condition as to bear the burden with faci- 
lity. The advantages of this scheme are 
that it would benefit the public in the 
present, whilst ensuring a profitable source 
of revenue in the future, and the proposed 
arrangement would in any case only apply 
to cocoons and silk-goods of local produc- 
tion, and not to those imported from other 
provinces.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


ARRIVAL OF NEW HOPPO AT CANTON. 


Ch‘ang Yu the outgoing Superintendent 
of Custums at Canton reports that he has 
handed over to his successor Kuang Ying, 
who arrived in Canton on the 18th Dee. 
last, his accounts made up to the 17th of 
that month shewing the duties received 
by the foreign and native Custom houses at 
Canton, Swatow, Kiungchow and Pakhoi. 
Memorialist proposes to start for Peking 
as goon as the new incumbent has formally 
taken over charge. 


NATIVE CUSTOMS REVENUE AT CANTON 
AND SUB-PORTS. 


In a postscript Memorial the same officer 
reports the amount of duties collected 
which he is handing over to his successor, 
embracing the revenues of the Foreign and 


Native Custom-Houses at Canton, Swatow, 
Kiungchow and Pakhoi during the periods 
from Ist Oct. to 17th Dec. and from 20th 
Oct. to 17th Dec. respectively. 

From these it appears that the Native 
Customs receipts during the period in 


‘question (20th Oct. to 17th Dec.) were as 


follows :— 
CONGON ia ccdccicacess Ts. 25.486.7.5.9 
SWAtOw .....cccecerecsecs »» 3.450,1.8.7 
Kiungchow ..........66 ws 335, 2.9.2 
PelhOh 5560552508 ccece » «dB 7 12..4.3.6 
Various other Customs 
Stations ......ccccccees 3.021.9.9.6 


20th June. 
HONOURS TO DECEASED GENERAL.. 


On the application of the Viceroy at 
Nanking, His Majesty in a decree issued 
this day sanctions the bestowal of posthu- 
mous honours on Hsiao Fu-ssii formerly 
Commander-in-Chief of the forces in Fukien. 
The deceased officer, whose career dates 
back to 1853, served with distinction for 
many years under Tseng Kuo-fan and 
Tseng Kuo-ch‘un successively, and was 
present on many important occasions, 
notably at the capture of Nanking in 1864. 
Memorial temples are to be erected to his 
memory in the Kiangnan provinces, the 
scene of his former exploits, and his bio- 
graphy is to be compiled by the State His- 
torian’s office, a posthumous title being, 
further, conferred on him as a special 
favour. 

PLETHORA OF EXPECTANT OFFICIALS IN 

KUEICHOW. 


The Governor of Kueichow requests that 
no more expectant officials may be appointed 


‘to his province for the present, as there 


are already many more than places can 
possibly be found for. “The number of 
provincial appointments from the grade 
of Taotai downwards to that of district 
magistrate is not more than 70 or 80, 
whilst the minor official posts only num- 
ber about 90. In the ordinary course 
of things some 100 individuals all told have 
reasonable expectations of obtaining sub- 
stantive or acting appoiutments, but since 
the rebellion so many have entered the 
S2rvice in one way or another, that they now 
number over 1,000, and without counting 
those who are nut available for immediate 
employment, there are at the present mo- 
ment over 200 candidates for office of the 
higher ranks and more than 100 of the 
lower grades. Some years ago, when the 
number of expectant officials was only 
between four and five hundred, the Board of 
Civil Office consented to discontinue ap- 
pointing individuals of the ‘‘ purchase” or 
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“‘ merit’ classes, but for one year only, the 


Board of Revenue having raised objections . 


on the score of the consequent falling off in 
the revenue derived from the sale of office. 
This method of raising funds fell into 
abeyance shortly afterwards, but has been 
revived of late to meet the exigencies of 
maritime defence and Yellow River works. 
Although Kueichow is such a notoriously 
poor province that scarcely any one ever 
purchases the right to serve in it, there is 
none the less a constant influx of individuals 
who have been assigned to the province by 
lot, and the plethora of candidates for 
office is now far greater than it was on the 
occasion above referred to. The evil is 
further aggravated by the recent reductions 
in the provincial establishment whereby 
the number of appointments—none too 
humerous to begin with—has been still 
further diminished, rendering it more 
difficult than ever to find places. Among 
such a large number of individuals, there 
are sure to be some whose endeavours to 
obtain employment ‘are a fertile source of 
trouble, whilst those who possess more self- 
respect, see themselves gradually reduced 
to a state of abject poverty, when at length 
they succeed in securing some temporary 
employment, they naturally endeavour to 
free themselves from their former embar- 
rassments ; denunciation, however stern, 
is then useless, for the mischief is already 
done. It appears to memorialist that the 
only remedy for this state of things is not 
to appoint any more officials of the ex- 
pectant class for the next two years for so ; 
fortunately the province is so notoriously 
poor that very few appointments in it are 
obtained by purchase, so that the revenue 
derived from.this sourceis notlikely to suffer 
to any great extent, Memorialist accordingly 
requests that, in order to relieve the 
present condition of things, directions may 
he issued to the Boards concerned that, with 
the exception of those who have entered the 
service by the ‘‘ proper path”, that is after 
having obtained the highest literary degrees, 
the appointment of all others from the 
rank of Taotai downwards, be discontinued 
for the space of two years to come, equally 
tn the case of those who have purchased the 
right of serving in Kueichow, as of those 
who having obtained their appointment by 
purchase or for merit have been assigned 
to the province by lot.—Referred to the 
Board. 
MINING CAPITAL FOR YUNNAN. 

T‘ang Chuing, the Director of the Yiin- 
nan Mining department reports the receipt 
of the undermentioned amounts contributed 
on account of ‘‘ Mining Capital" from the 


revenues of the following provinces, viz :— 
Chekiang, Tis. 100,000; Kuangtung, Tls. 
50,000; Kiangsu, Tls. 30,000; Fukien, 
Tls. 20,000 and Kiangsi, Tls. 10,000. 


26th June. 


APPOINTMENTS CONFERRED ON NEW 
GRADUATES. 


A decree conferring appointments on the 
successful candidates at the recent metro- 
politan examinations. The three highest 
on the list at the final Hanlin competition 
have already received their nominations ; 
of the remainder, about one half are either 
appointed Bachelors of the Hanlin or 
attached as probationers to the various 
Metropolitan Boards. Fifteen are appoint- 
ed on the staff of the Grand Secretariat, 
whilst the remainder are to be distributed 
by lot among the different provinces for 
immediate employment as District Magis- 
trates. 


REPAIRS TO BARRACKS AT CH‘ENGTU FU. 


The Manchu General-in-Chief and Vice- 
roy of Szechuan apply for sanction for the 
issue of a loan from the Provincial Treasury 
for the purpose of restoring the barracks at 
Ch‘eng-tu Fu, whichare represented as being 
in a very dilapidated condition. The bar- 
racks in question, consisting of some 70 sets 
of buildings for officers, and over 6,700 
chien of privates’ quarters were last repair- 
ed in 1880, on which occasion a loan of 
Tls. 67,800 was obtained from the Provin- 
cial Treasury, and subsequently refunded, 
within the allotted period of 8 years, by 
annual deductions from the pay of the 
troops. The regulation interval of ten 
years has now elapsed since then, and 
memorialists are convinced that it would 
be false economy to defer the repairs any 
longer; they therefore propose, subject 
to His Majesty’s sanction, to draw in the 
first instance a sum of Tls. 35,000, and to 
proceed with the work in the order of its 
urgency, the balance of Tis. 32,100 odd, 
being eventually appropriated as required. 
—Referred to the Board concerned. 


REWARD FOR SUBSCRIPTION IN AID OF 
DISTRESS IN CHEKIANG. 


On the application of the Governor of 
Kueichow, His Majesty sanctions the erec- 
tion of a memorial archway, with the usual 
laudatory inscription, in honour of adeceased 
official named Hsiti Ta-pang, who on his 
deathbed left directions to his son to sub- 
scribe the sum of Tls. 1,000 towards the 
relief of the distress in Chekiang caused by 
the inundations of last year. In his brief 
sketch of the deceased officer’s career 
memorialist mentions that whilst holding 
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office as acting Prefect of Tsuni in 1869 
the deceased was remarkably successful in 
promoting a good understanding between 
converts and non-converts, a fact which 
was brought to the notice of the Throne at 
the time by the then Governor. 


LEAD MINES AT WEINING IN KUEICHOW. 


T‘ang Chiung, the Director of the Yiin- 
nan Mining Department reports on the 
progressive deve!opment of the lead mines 
at Weining in Kueichow, concerning which 
the following particulars have been furnish- 
ed him by the Mining Company. 

In the neighbourhood of Weining, four 
shafts have been opened, one of these 
containing as many as sixteen lodes, in 
one of which the vein of ore is so rich 
that it is being worked in chambers and is 
estimated to yield for the next 60 years or 
more. As soon as the press of fof agricul- 
tural work is over, additional hands will be 
taken on and the out-put increased. Before 
smelting, lead-ore requires to be freed by 
washing from all impurities, after which 
the different varieties of the ore are treated 
in upright or horizontal furnaces as the 
case may be. These furnaces are being 
successively put up, and a reservoir has 
been constructed to supply the water 
required for washing the ore, the small 
quantity at present available at the 
mines being only suflicient for household 
purposes. For this reason smelting opera- 
tions have hitherto been carried on for 
only six months in the year, during the 
rainy season, and the annual out-put of 
lead cannot therefore be calulated till the 
end of each year. 

Memorialist has now given directions to 
have renewed search made for any springs 
of water that may exist in the immediate 
neighbourhood of the mines whence the 
reservoirs may be kept constantly supplied 
during the dry season. From his experience 
of lead mining in Kueichow, now extending 
over a period of more than two years, 
memorialist may claim to have a consider- 
able knowledge of mining requirements and 
he has come to the conclusion that a new 
mine can hardly be expected to show a profit- 
able working result in less than 2 or 3 years. 
Under official manageiment the expenses are 
such @ serious item as to swallow up most of 
the profits, whilst private enterprise almost 
invariably fails through lack of sufficient 
capital. In his opinion the best system of 
all is that in which the mines are worked 
by private companies under official super- 
vision, the people supplying the labour, 
and the companies the capital, all lead 
obtained being handed over to the Govern- 


ment officials in the first instance and 
subsequently delivered en bloc to the com- 
pany for sale. This prevents all loss and 
waste, and enables a check to be kept over 
the amount produced, whilst it further 
opens up a new source of livelihood to 
the common people. Memorialist holds 
that in this way only can mining enterprise 
be worked permanently at a profit and that 
there is no other system combining so 
many advantages with fewer drawbacks. — 
Rescript. Let the Board of Revenue tuke 
note. 


SECRETARY IN THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL 
FORGING A RECOMMENDATION FOR 
HIS OWN PROMOTION, 


In a postscript memorial the Viceroy at 
Foochow states that in accordance with the 
usual practice, the Superintendent of the 
Foochow Arsenal recently submitted to the 
throne an application for rewards to a num- 
ber of government students on the com- 
pletion of their term of service abroad. 
Greatly to memorialist’s astonishment he 
finds that the name of a certain official 
serving in the Arsenal has been surrep- 
titiously included in the list of those 
recommended, which moreover has ap- 
pended to it the names of memorialist and 
of Li Hung-chang, the Viceroy of Chihli,. 
whereas memorialist never even saw the 
draft of the despatch and previously knew 
nothing whatever about it. Searching en- 
quiry has elicited the fact that the per- 
petrator of this fraud was one of the Arsenal 
secretariesnamed WangSung-ch‘en. Taking 
advantage of the illness and consequent 
mental incapacity of the Superintendent this 
individual had actually had the effrontery 
to draw up and forward the memorial on 
his own account, embodying in it a recom- 
mendation on his own behalf for promotion 
to the grade of ‘‘ Magistrate of an Inde- 
pendent Department with brevet rank as 
Prefect’ his present rank being that of 
District Magistrate only. His general re- 
putation during the last three years has been 
very bad, and memorialist therefore applies 
for a decree cancelling the above forged 
recommendation and consigning Wang 
Sung-ch‘en to the Board for the determina- 
tion of a fitting penalty.—Rescript already 
published, 


27th June, 


RAIN AT PEKING. 


(Court Circular). The Governor of 
Shun‘tien Fu reports a rain-fall at Peking 


of over 2 inches. 
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KECOMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI 
AT HANKOW. 

Chiang Yen-ching, the late Taotai at 
Hankow, having been promoted to be Salt 
Comunissioner of the Lianghuai area, the 
Viceroy Chang Chi-tung and the Governor 
of Hupeh in a joint memorial now recom- 
mend for the post Fang-Kung-chao a native 
of Chekiang. Between 1868 and 1888 he 
served in various Metropolitan offices, and 
was employed as one of the chief secretaries 
in the Tsung-li Yamén. In the latter year 
he was appointed Customs Taotai at Ichang 
and subsequently acted as Provincial Judge 
of Hupeh in both of which capacities his 
conduct of affairs left nothing to be desired. 
Should the present nomination be approved 
memiorialists request that His Majesty will 
be pleased to appoint a successor to fill the 
vacancy at Ichang.—Referred tu the Board 
of Civil Office. 

SHIPWRECKED LIUCHIUANS AT FOOCHOW. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports the 
arrival there on 12th Dec. last of a junk 
containing 10 distressed Liuchiuan mariners 
forwarded on from the province of Chekiang. 
On being examined through an interpreter 
they stated that they sailed on a voyage 
from Tuku-shan-ching, in Liuchiu, on the 
24th Oct. last, and were driven by stress of 
weather over to the coast of the Yuhuan dis- 
trict in Chekiang. Here the local authorities 
came to their assistance and sent a junk 
with them as far as Foochow, which they 
reached on the 12th December. On the 
same day a second party of shipwrecked 
Liuchiuans, to the number of nine persons, 
arrived by steamer from North Formosa, 
in a destitute condition, the account they 
gave of themselves being that they sailed 
from Na-yuan-ching in Liuchiu on the 
25th October last, and having been caught 
ina typhoon were driven on to the For- 
mosan coast. Here they were rescued 
from their disabled vessel and taken charge 
of by the local authorities, who sent them 
on to the T‘aipei Fu, whence they were 
subsequently forwarded by steamer to Foo- 
chow. 

They have been relieved in the usual 
manner and will be sent back, when op- 
portunity offers, to their own country. 


CRUISE OF INSPECTION BY ADMIRAL 
OF THE YANGTSE. 

Chang Chih-tung, the Viceroy of the 
Hukuang provinces reports in a postscript 
memorial that Li Cheng-mow, the Admiral 
of the Yangtse, recently arrived in the 
province of Hupei, bound up-stream ona 
cruise of naval inspection. After a stay of 
four days, during which he and memorialist 


113 


es ~., oe we we me ee eee 


were enabled to discuss various ,matters, 
the Admiral left for Yochow on the 23rd 
of March last. 

28th June. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Ch‘én-shih, who was formerly Chief 
Justice of Shansi, has been restored to his 
former rank and has received orders to 
proceed to Nanking where he is to place 
his services at the disposal of the Viceroy. 


MILITARY INSPECTION, 


The inspection of the provincial armies 
is conducted on the principle of rotation, 
the number of provinces included in each 
annual inspection being generally limited 
to five. The theory is that the task should 
be committed to an independent officer 
appointed by Imperial Decree, but in 
practice the duties are nearly always 
entrusted to the Governor of the province 
concerned. The provinces selected by the 
Board of War for inspection during the 
present year are Shantung, Honan, Kiang- 
su, Anhui and Kiangsi. The Governor of 
the last named province reports that he 
started on his tour immediately after the 
completion of the Spring Assizes and re- 
viewed the troops stationed’ at Kiukiang, 
Jaochou, and other places, returning to the 
provincial capital after a month’s absence. 
He will complete the remainder of his task 
during the autumn, after which he will 
submit a detailed account of the state in 
which he found the various battalions 
forming the provincial army. 


FUNDS FOR DEFRAYING TRAVELLING EXPEN- 
SES OF MANCHU STUDENTS FROM CANTON 
PROCEEDING TO PEKING FOR THE TRIEN- 
NIAL EXAMINATIONS. 


The Tartar General and his colleagues at 
Canton submit for Imperial approval an 
arrangement which they have made for 
the purpose of rendering assistance to 
Manchu students who may be desirous of 
proceeding to Peking to compete at the 
triennial examinations. The memorialists 
observe with pleasure that as the Manchu 
colony continues to increase in number the 
literary spirit is steadily growing amongst 
its members, no inconsiderable proportion 
of whom now find in letters a sure path of 
advancement. The enormous distance, how- 
ever, which separates Canton from Peking 
and the expenses of the journey which are 
reckoned at the very least at Tls. 100, form 
a great hindrance to the development 
of literary talent. It not infrequently 
occurs that a promising youth is debarred 
altogether from proceeding to the higher 
examination through want of funds, or that 


having scraped up enough to cover the 
expenses of the journey, he fails to pass 
and is unable ever again to test his chance 
of succes.. During the reign of Tao Kuang 
the Canton authorities’ raised a fund the 
interest on which was to go towards the 
assistance of Manchu students proceeding to 
the metropolitan examinations. As matters 
now stand, each student receives from this 
fund Tls. 30, which added to the customary 
allowance drawn from the treasury, makes 
a total grant of Tis. 51.1.7. This is, how- 
ever. quite misufficient to cover the outlay 
on travelling expenses and to defray the 
cost of house rent, essay money, and other 
items entailed upon candidates at Peking. 
In former times the Manchu oticials and 
soldiers in the Canton garrison used to 
subscribe towards sending up students for 
each metropolitan examination, but the 
Increase in the number of the candidates 
has rendered this method of meeting the 
difficulty altogether inadequate. There is at 
present a fund in Canton for the assistance 
of Manchu graduates which amounts to 
Tls. 14,900, and there is a further sum of 
Tls. 9,900 standing to the credit of an 
account representing money refunded for 
the purchase of horses. Tis. 10,000 of the 
former and Tls. 5,000 of the latter should, 
it 1s now suggested, be placed out at 
interest at the rate of 12 per cent. per 
annum. This would give an annual in- 
come of Tis. 1,800 in ordinary years 
and Tis. 1,950 in leap years, which it 
is proposed to use as follows :—Tls. 300 
to go towards forming a sinking fund 
and the remainder to be employed in 
making an allowance of Tls. 40, in addi- 
tion to the Tls. 6.1.7 which he now re- 
ceives, to every Manchu graduate who pro- 
ceeds from Canton to compete at the higher 
examination at Peking. 


29th June. 


RESULT OF APPEALING TO PEKING 
FOR REDRESS, 


A number of villages in the Hochien 
district of the province of Chihli having 
been harassed for some time past by 
forced exactions of money and labour 
on the part of the official underlings, 
at last determined to send an agent 
to Peking to present a statement of their 
grievances to the Censorate. Chi Ching- 
ch‘un, the man selected for this mission, 
duly laid his case before that body who, 
having satisfied themselves of the truth of 
his story, sent him back to the local magis- 
tracy and wrote to the Viceroy Li asking 
linn to have the case thoroughly investi- 
sated. The Censorate heard nothing fur- 
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ther on the subject. until a few days ago, 
when a fresh deputation appeared before 
them from the same district, and submitted 
a petition setting forth the wrongs which 
they and their fellow villagers had endured 
at the hands of the local authorities in conse- 
quence of their previous appeal to Peking. 
From this it appears that after Chi Ching- 
ch‘un and his party started to Peking, the 
villagers received a visit from yamén run- 
ners armed with warrants, who arrested one 
of their members, nearly beat him to death 
and only released him: on payment of 130 
tiao. Chi Ching-ch‘un was sent in the first 
instance to the prefect’s yamén, and before 
he could get a hearing at the magistrate’s 
office, a bribe of 30 tiae had to be paid to 
the official underlings of these two officers, 
who were bitterly annoyed at his having 
sought redress in Peking. Arrived at the 
magistrate’s yamén, he was handed over 
to the oftcial gaolers, who demanded 80 
tiao from his brother when the latter 
asked permission to see him and give 
him sume food. The brother paid 35 tiao 
which was all he possessed, but being still 
refused access to the prisoner, he had no 
help for it but to go home and try to raise 
the remainder of the money. When he 
returned, however, he found his brother 
was dead. An inquest on the remains was 
held by a neighbouring magistrate, who 
made use of all kinds of intimidation to 
force the relatives to acquiesce in a verdict 
of death from natural causes. The brother, 
however, suspecting foul play, refused 
to tile the usual declaration and take 
charge of the body, which still remains in 
the yamén. His conduct was fully ap- 
proved by the whole body of villagers, 
who state that their lives were rendered 
unendurable by the exactions on account of 
all sorts of service to which they were 
subjected Ly the official underlings. The 
second deputation, while dwelling upon 
the deep grievances of the whole com- 
munity which they represent, earnestly 
beg that they themselves should on no 
aecount be sent back to be tried by the 
local authorities at whose hands thoir 
predecessors suffered so terribly. The 
Censorate, in submitting a copy of the 
petition for the Emperor’s perusal, state 
that no other department has been ap- 
pealed to by the plaintiffs, and ask to be 
favoured with His Majesty’s instructions 
as to the manner of dealing with this their 
complaint. 
Decree previously issued. 


30th June. 


No documents of interest. 
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Ist July. 

REVISION OF GAZETLEER OF SHANTUNG 
PROVINCE. 


The office charged with the compilation 
of the new edition of the Imperial Insti- 
tutes lately wrote to the Governor of Shan- 
tung asking him to furnish them with full 
particulars of topography and all the details 
connected with the civil and military ad- 
ministration of the province, in order that 
they might be incorporated in the colossal 
work now undergoing revision. In acknow- 
ledging the receipt of this communication, 
the Governorsugvests that advantage should 
be taken ‘of the opportunity which the 
collection of these materials affords to com- 
_pile a revised edition of the provincial 
Gazetteer of Shantung, the last issue of 
which dates back as far as the year 1736. 
New editions of the Gazetteers of Anhui, 
Hupeh and other adjoining provinces have 
been issued in recent years ; and the classic 
associations of Shantung, no less than its 
position as a bulwark of the capital, render 
it advisable that its history should not be 
neglected. The province contains ten pre- 
fectures, two senior departments, nine 
departments, and ninety-six districts, all of 
which will assist in gathering and arranging 
the materials for the proposed work, the 
contents of which will be of a very varied 
nature, as the following outline will show. 
The historical part of it will contain 
accounts of the visits which the Emperor 
K ‘ien Lung made to the classic regions of 
Lu and Tsou, and of the magnificent 
pageants which attended the Imperial pro- 
cession and of which no record has ever 
been published. Then the maritime 
troubles which occurred in the roigns of 
Hsien Féng and T‘ung-chih, when Shan- 
tung remained the sole defence of the 
capital, will be fully chronicled, as_ will 
also the events connected with the repres- 
sion of the Taipings, the Nienfei and other 
rebellious movements. Notice will be 
taken of the great alteration in the 
course of the Yellow River in 18885, 
when it turned northwards, and passing 
through Shantung entered the sea at Li- 
ching. The great changes which have 
taken place during the last 150 years in the 
military organisation, in the conveyance of 
the grain tribute, in the collection of the 
revenue, and in fact, in all questions con- 
nected with the government of the province 
will be fully noted, and made available at 
a glance to all interested in the administra- 
tion of this portion of the Empire. Special 
attention will be paid to the section of 
the work dealing with the yeography of 
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Shantung. The degrees of latitude and 
longitude will be marked on the principle 
adopted in the Imperial Atlas : the heights 
of mountains, the course of streams and 
rivers, the position of postal stations 
and all other details the knowledge of which 
might prove useful for military or admi- 
nistrative purposes will be minutely and 
accurately recorded. Other sections will 
contain the biographies of the illustrious 
and virtuous persons whom the province 
has produced since the last edition of 
the work was issued, and the industries 
pursued by the people will receive sepa- 
rate treatment. The compilation of the 
previous edition occupied seven yeais, and 
it is proposed that the present one should 
be made as concise as possible consistent 
with the wide and complicated nature of 
the subjects to be dealt with. The total cost 
of the work will be borne by the Governor 
and the officials now serving under him in 
the province —Rescript: Approved. 
2nd July. 
MURDER IN TURKESTAN. 

The Acting Governor of Turkestan re- 
ports the trial of the following case of mur- 
der. A Chinese Mussulman named Mai- 
iai-hsia, who lived in the neighbourhood of 
Khoten, purchased eight taels’ worth of 
cotton from an ordinary Chinese subject 
called Hsieh Shao-ch‘un, with whom he 
had previously been on intimate terms. 
One tael of the money remained unpaid 
for some time, and alter frequent attempts 
to recover hisdebt, Hsieh at last proposed 
to take up his quarters in the Mahometan’s 
house and stay there until he received 
payment of the balance due. This so 
enraged Mai-mai-hsia that he determined 
to have his revenge by killing MUsieh, 
and as single-handed he was no match 
for the latter, he procured the promise 
of assistance from a co-religionist named 
Ni-ya-zi, and through him of two other 
men whose names were respectively 
Tsai Yi-tung and T‘a Yi-érh. On the 
night appointed for the commission of the 
deed the four men met at Hsieh’s house, 
T‘a Yi-érh carrying a bludgeon and the 
rest being unarmed. Mai-mai-hsia and 
Ni Ya-zii kept watch outside, while the 
other two entered the house through a 
sky-light and found Hsieh fast asleep 
with a lamp still burning in his room. 
Tsai Yi-tung crept stealthily to the bedside, 
and, grasping his viction hard by the throat 
held him down while T’a Yi-érh beat him 
about the head until he died. All four made 
their escape for a time, but subsequently 
fell into the hands of the authorities and 
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confessed their guilt. The following are 
the provisions of the law applicable to the 
case :— 

(1) He who plots the murder of another 
suffers decapitation. 

(2) An accomplice who assists at the 
commission of a murder is to be strangled. 

(3) An accomplice who takes no active 
part in the murder recetves a sentence of 
100 blows and banishment to a distance 
of 3,000 li. Mai-mai-hsia has been sent- 
enced, under the first of the foregoing 
statutes to decapitation, and T‘a Yi-érh and 
Tsai Yi-tung are to suffer strangulation 
under the second. Ni Ya-zii’s punishment 
would have fallen under the third provision, 
but as he died in prison of consumption, 
his case requires no further notice. Steps 
will be taken to recover the balance of the 
debt for the benefit of Hsieh’s family, who 
liave received permission to bury his re- 
mains. 


MURDER THROUGH JEALOUSY OF A WIFE. 


The same memorialist reports another 
murder casein the department of Yingeshar, 
T’o-shou-ta, a Mahometan farmer residing 
in this district, was married to a wife named 
Chih-t‘i-pi-pi, with whom he had lived on 
very good terms for many years. Her 
husband having recently become reduced 
in circumstances, the woman was in the 
habit of going to live occasionally at the 
house of her parents. T‘o-shou-ta, who 
was of a jealous disposition, was afraid 
of her meeting with people during her 
absence from home, and recalling the fact 
that aman named K'‘o-pi was frequently 
engaged as a weaver at his father-in-law's 
house, he came to the conclusion that an 
improper intimacy had sprung up between 
this man and his wife. He accordingly 
reported his suspicions to the local headmen 
and got him to forbid K‘o-pi frequenting 
the house. Last winter T‘o-shou-ta was 
engaged away from home for some weeks, 
and finding his wife absent on his return, 
he started for his father-in-law’s house 
where he suspected she was. Although he 
met her coming back on his way there, he 
went on to see if the weaver was on the 
premises. Finding K‘o-pi busy weaving, 
he charged him with being a bad character 
and reminded him of the _ prohibition 
against his coming there. High words 
passed between the two men, resulting 
in an open fight in the course of which 
K‘o-pi was stabbed to death by the 
infuriated husband. The latter has been 
sentenced to strangulation after the usual 
period of imprisonment, under the statute 
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3rd July. 
DEATH OF THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF 
JEH-HOH. 


In a Decree issued to-day the Emperor 
notices the death of Ch‘ien-hsi, Miltary 
Lieutenant-Governor of Jeh-hoh, who had 
previously served in the same capacity at 
Chahar and whose military exploits gained 
him a high reputation during the war in 
the North West. The tidings of his.death 
have been received with great regret, all 
his official shortcomings are condoned, a 
grant of Tls. 1,000 is made towards the 
expenses of his funeral, and two of his 
grandsons are to have honorary positions 
in one of the Metropolitan Boards. 


APPOINTMENT OF SHANGHAI MAGISTRATE. 


Some months ago the Viceroy Tséng 
Kuo-ch‘uan recommended Lu Yiian-ting, 
the Magistrate of Nanking, as successor to 
P‘ei Ta-chung in the post of Magistrate at 
Shanghai. ‘The Board objected to this no- 
mination, on the ground that, Nanking being 
the senior Magistracy in the province, the 
incumbent of the post ought not to be trans- 
ferred to another appointment. The Viceroy 
now explains, that the duties to be performed 
at a large commercial centre like Shanghai, 
where tact in dealing with international 
questions is an essential qualification in a 
Magistrate, are far more onerous and im- 
portant than those devolving upon the 
senior post at Nanking. The change which 
has now just taken place in the office of Tao- 
tai at Shanghai renders it necessary to have 
an officerof experience inthe Magistrate's 
position, and Lu Yiian-ting more than any 
one else combines the firmness of character 
and suavity of manner so desirable in 
such a dificult post. Twelve years ago 
the Board objected in a similar way to 
the transfer of Mo MUsiang-chih from 
the Nanking to the Shanghai appoint- 
ment, but were over-ruled by a special 
Decree issued at the instance of the then 
Viceroy, Shén Pao-chén. If necessary, 
the Viceroy suggests that a similar course 
should be adopted in the present case.— 
Referred to the cousideatiun of the Bourd of 
Civit Office. 

4th July. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Té-fu is gazetted Lieutenant-Governor 
of Jeh-ho, and En-liang is to hold the 
acting appoiutment until the new incumbent 
reaches his post. 

DEATH OF MILITARY GOVERNOR OF ILI. 

The Acting Governor of Turkestan reports 
the death, on the 13th May, of Sé-léng-o, 


applicable to the case of murder tna brawl. | the Military Governor of Ji, who had 
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previously been Imperial Resident in Tibet. 
The immediate cause of death was apoplexy, 
which proved fatal before medical aid could 
be procured. 


CHARITSBLE SUBSCRIPTIONS BY THE PRESENT 
AND LATE HOPPOS OF CANTON. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
receipt of contributions of Tls. 4,000 and 
Tls. 2,000, respectively, from the present 
and late Hoppos of Canton, for the relief of 
the distress which recently prevailed in the 
province. Both of the donors, with an 
ingenuousness rare amongst official con- 
tributors, asked that they should receive 
an adequate return for their liberality in 
the shape of buttons and other rewards to 
be conferred on their eldest sons, who are 
now serving in a subordinate capacity in 
the Imperial Household Department. The 
coolness of the request seems to have 
puzzled the Governor, who could find no 
precedent and did not venture to do more 
than submit it for the pleasure of the 
Emperor.—Referred to the consideration of 


the Buard. 
Sth July. 
RAIN AT PEKING, 
The Governor of Shunt‘ienfu announces 


that upwards of four inches of rain have 
fallen at Peking. 
THANKSGIVING FOR RAIN. 

A decree expressing the Imperial grati- 
tude for the plenteovs and refreshing rain 
which has now been vouchsafed by the 
bounty of heaven in response to recent 
repeated supplications. Services of thanks- 
giving are to be held on the 7th instant at 
the various temples at which prayers for 
rain were previously offered up, His Majesty 
officiating in person at the Ta Kao Tien. 
The altars specially erected at the Ta Kao 
Tien and Chiieh Sheng Ssii, are now to be 
taken down, and the hope is expressed that 
furthor timely showers may bo granted, in 
gratification of the people’s desire for a 
bountiful harvest. 

APPOINTMENT. 


Shih-to (Prince Li, a member of one of 
the Hight Princely Families) is gazetted to 
the command of the Pioneer’s Corps Depart- 
ment. 


OFFICERS EXCUSED FROM MOUNTED ARCHERY 
PRACTICE. 

The Viceroy at Canton applies on behalf 
of two officers, named Chang Chi-t‘ing and 
Wang Shih-p‘ing, holding respectively the 
rank of major and first captain, soliciting 
their exemption from the duty of exhibiting 
their proficiency in archery on horseback, 
on the score of wounds reeeived in the one 


case in various encounters with rebel bands, 
and in the other at the battle of Langson in 
Tongking. The instructions are that in 
such cases report has to be made to the 
Throne as well as to the Board of War. 
By Rescript the application is allowed. 


PERMISSION REQUESTED FOR 
CHANGE OF NAME, 


The Viceroy at Nanking forwards an 
application on the part of a lieutenant 
colonel named Tseng Fan-kuei to be al- 
lowed ‘to change the last two characters 
of his name to Chi-how, having found 
on drawing up a new edition of his family 
genealogical register that he at present 
infringes upon the denomination of one of 
his remote ancestors, who was also called 
Fan-kuei. In accordance with the rule 
that the use of the personal name of one’s 
ancestors should be respectfully avoided, 
Memorialist now submits the above applica- 
tion, which is attested by the usual formal 
certificates, with the request that the 
change of name may be duly notified in the 
proper quarter. 

Rescript. Let the Board of War take note. 


6th July. 


APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF AN 
OFFICIAL PREVIOUSLY CASHIERED. 


Some time ago the then Governor-General 
of the Two Kuang provinces, Chang 
Chih-tung, applied for sanction of the 
reinstatement of an official named Wang 
Tzi-shao, formerly in charge of the 
Arsenal at Canton, who had been de- 
nounced and cashiered in the early part of 
1886, at the instance of the Viceroy himself, 
for gross frauds in connection with the 
management of the Arsenal. The applica- 
tion was refused by the Board of Civil 
Office, who declined to reopen the case on 
the ground that the Viceroy had pre- 
viously reported it as finally closed, and 
had requested that no further action 
should be taken in regard to the matter. 
The present Viceroy, Li Han-chang, now 
renews his predecessor’s application on 
behalf of Wang Tzii-shao, and gives a long 
explanation of the apparent discrepancy, 
the gist of which is as follows :—Some 
months after Wang Tzii-shao had been 
cashiered on the denunication of the 
Viceroy, the latter was ordered toinvestigate 
certain further accusations brought against 
the officers in charge of the Arsenal by 
one of the members of the censorate. The 
Viceroy did so, and in reporting his finding 
mentioned that the case had been finally 
closed, and might now be allowed to drop. 
This of course referred only to the second 
investigation, viz., that held to inquire into 


the charges brought by the Censor, and 
was never intended to preclude Wang Tzi- 
shao from ail hope of eventual reinstate- 
ment, as soon as his defalcations had 
been made good. In fact three other officers 
similarly implicated have since been re- 
instated at the instance of the Viceroy, 
and the reason why Wang ‘Tzti-shao 
was then omitted, was that he. had not 
yet fully complied with all the demands 
made upon him. Not till he had done 
so could the Viceroy properly apply for 
his reinstatement, and the course fol- 
lowed was therefore perfectly in order. 
It would be both inconsistent and unfair 
to leave Wang Tzii-shao alone out in the 
cold, whilst others equally guilty have 
had their offences condoned, and as he has 
now made good the full extent of his de- 
falcations memorialist submits that he 
should be restored to his former position 
and again employed on probation in the 
province of Kiangsu.--Keferred to the 
Bourd of Civil Office. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON. 


The salt revenues of the Kuang-tung 
province have this year been called on to 
provide the following subsidies for Peking, 
viz :—Tls. 200,000, (out of a total of Tls. 
7,000,000) towards the general fund for 
Peking expenditure, and Tls. 50,000 to- 
wards the expenses of the Imperial House- 
hold. The Viceroy and acting Governor 
at Canton now report the despatch of the 
undermentioned sums, being the second in- 
stalment of the above amounts :—T]s. 
50,000 with 3 per cent. extra to cover 
difference of scales and petty expenses, for 
the general fund, and Tls. 10,000, with a 
percentage of Tls. 330 additional, for the Im- 
perial Household. These amounts are being 
remitted as usual by bankers’ drafts on 
Peking. 


SUPPRESSION OF BRIGANDAGE IN MONGOLIA. 

(1) The Military Lieutenant Governor 
at Jeho commends to the notice of the 
Throne the valuable assistance rendered 
from time to time by the Mongolian 
military officials and others in the suppres- 
sion of brigandage, notably in the recent 
capture of the bandit chief Chi-ling-a, and 
a large number of his band. Memorialist 
now requests permission to submit for 
rewards the names of those who have more 
particularly distinguished themselves on 
this and similar occasions, —Sanctioned by 
rescripe. 

(2) In a second memorial the same high 
official, in accordance with sanction pre- 
viously obtained, applies fur rewards to a 
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number of officers of the garrison at Jeho, 
for their services in connection with the 
suppression of brigandage. 

As already reported, after the capture 
and execution of the robber-chief Chi- 
ling-a the remnants of his band established 
themselves among the hills in the Chao- 
uda country, whence they made constant 
forays, harrying and plundering the neigh- 
bourhood. The robbers were mounted and 
well-armed and shewed fight when the 
troops appeared. Undeterred by this, 
however, the troops boldly advanced to the 
attack and succeeded in exterminating the 
leaders of the band, and capturing a num- 
ber of horses, guus and other trophies ; 
the robbers’ strongholds being burnt to the 
ground and the band completely dispersed. 
The operations were carried on in a diffi- 
cult country and during the rigours of 
winter. Memorialist accordingly submits 
a list of those who in his opinion are en- 
titled to some reward for their distinguish- 
ed services on the occasion.—feferred to 
the Board. 


DELAY IN TAKING UP AN APPOINTMENT. 


In a postscript memorial the Military 
Lieutenant Governor at Jeho states that 
Wen-ch‘eng, Superintendent of Customs at 


.Pakow, was recently removed from his post, 


having been found very considerably short 
in his accounts. Under the circumstances 
his successor, who was appointed in March 
last, should have lost no time in taking 
over charge, but though more than two 
months have elapsed since then he has not 
yet arrived. Memorialist consequently re- 
quests that Tsai Tso may be ordered to 
take up his appointment without further 
delay.—Kescript : Let the Yamén concerned 
take note. 


ith July. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Ching Hsin isgazetted Senior Lieutenant- 
General of Gendarmerie. 


CLAIM AGAINST ESTATE OF DEFAULTING 
MAGISTRATE. 


In the year 1883, Ch‘ang Chi-chao, 
magistrate of the Chin-yiin district in 
Chékiang, was found on handing over 
charge to be some Tls. 4,300 short 
in his accounts, and having failed to 
make good the amount within the as- 
signed period he was denounced and 
brought to trial, orders being further given 
for the sequestration of all his private 
property. During his confinement in gaol 
he was attacked by a fatal illness, and when 
his accounts came to be investigated it was 


Jay 7—8. ] 


found thatthere had been noactual embezzle- 
ment on the part of the deceased mnagistrate. 
It was shown that when he reached his 
post in 1881 he had found his official resid- 
ence in such a state of disrepair as to 
be unfit for occupation, and had expended 
a considerable sum in rendering it habit- 
able. In the following year he had un- 
avoidably incurred further expenses for 
the protection of his district from the in- 
cursions of certain marauders and for the 
relief of distress caused by floods, appro- 
priating for these purposes, in the absence 
of any other available funds, a sum of Tls. 
4,312 odd out of the land-tax receipts. The 
expenditure was duly shewn in his accounts 
but having been disallowed, remained as a 
charge against him when handing over 
office to his successor. No property of any 
value whatever was found either at his 
official residence or at his home in Shensi, 
and the Governor of Chékiang suggests 
that, under these circumstances, the claim 
on the part of Government should now be 
allowed to drop.—Referred by rescript to 
the Board. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS REQUESTED FOR A 
FORMER LITERARY CHANCELLOR OF 
SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung forwards a 
petition from certain gentry of the province 
praying that the name of Chi Chih-ch‘ang, 
who was formerly Literary Chancellor of 
Shantung and subsequently becume Gov- 
ernor-General of the Minche provinces, 
may be enrolled among those to whom sacri- 
ficial honours are offered in the Temple of 
Worthies at the provincial capital. When 
a similar application was made in 1874 the 
Board of Ceremonies pointed out that by a 
recent enactment distinguished officials 
were not to be canonised until 30 years 
after their death, and that this rule must 
hold good in the present case. In their 
memorial, which is endorsed by the 
Governor, the petitioners expatiate in 
eulogistic terms on the virtues of the 
decensed Chancellor, and on the services 
rendered by him in the cause of educa- 
tion, and submit that a favourable response 
to the present application would prove a 
Sains concession to public opinion.—By 

mperial rescript the application is referred 
to the Board of Ceremonies. 


8th July. 
ARRIVAL OF TRIBUTE-RICE JUNKS IN 
SHANTUNG. 
During the last two years the carriage of 
tribute-rice vid the Grand Canal has been 
entirely discontinued, owing to the grain 
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usually sent by this route having bee n 
retained for the relief of the districts suffe r- 
ing from the Yellow River inundatio ns. 
This year the tribute-rice from that portion 
pf Kiangsu, north of the Yangtse, is being 
again forwarded as formerly by way of the 
Grand Canal, and the Governor of Shan- 
tung now reports the arrival within his 
jurisdiction of the grain-junks conveying 
the tribute-rice from Kiangpei. The first 
detachment arrived on the 26th May, and 
by the 28th the entire fleet, consisting of 
501 sail, had been towed past the boundary 
station at Huanglinchwang on the southern 
border-line of Shantung. In order to 
facilitate navigation the Governor had pre- 
viously caused the bed of the Canal to be 
cleared of the last two years’ accumulations 
of silt, and all sluices, etc., put ina state 
of repair. Orders have further been issued 
to all officials along the line of route to 
hurry the boats northward as fast as 
possible. 


PARRICIDE IN SHANTUNG. 


The ‘Governor of Shantung reports the 
trial and execution of a lunatic named P‘an 
K‘o-ming for the murder of his father in a 
sudden fit of frenzy. The accused lived in 
the Chiichow district with his parents, to- 
wards whom he had always behaved in a 
filial and obedient manner. As his attacks 
of insanity were only occasional and he was 
not violent, the local headman and neigh- 
bours had been induced not to report the 
case to the authorities, so that he was not 
placed under any kind of restraint. One 
evening in February, 1889, the lunatic was 
left for a short time to watch by the bed-side 
of his sick father who had been bed-ridden 
for nearly a year, and in a sudden fit of 
madness he caught up a knife that was 
lying on the table, and stubbed his father 
with it in the side, inflicting a wound which 
proved fatal in two days. In accordance 
with the law the murderer has been con- 
demned to suffer death by the lingering 
process, which sentence was duly carried 
into effect at the provincial capital, his 
head being subsequently forwarded for 
exposure at the scene of the crime. The 
tipao and nearest neighbours who by their 
failure to report the lunatic’s condition 
have rendered themselves liable to a penalty 
of 100 blows, receive a free pardon under 
the Act of Grace of last year, the mother 
also being similarly acquitted. 

WORSHIP ON T‘AI SHAN IN SHANTUNG. 


In a supplementary memorial the Go- 
vernor of Shantung states that every year 
on the 18th day of the 4th moon prayers 


' are offered up on Mount Tai, either by 
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the Governor of the province or by one of 
his two chief subordinates, the incense and 
other offerings presented on the occasion 
being always forwarded from Peking in 
charge of a special officer from the Imperial 
Household. The ceremony for this year is 
to be performed by memorialist’s deputy, 
the Acting Provincial Judge, who will pro- 
ceed to T‘aianfu three days beforehand, 
and on the appoiuted day will make the 
ascent of the sacred mountain and reverently 
present the customary offerings in token of 
the devout spirit in which his Imperial 
Master prays for the happiness of his 
people. 


9th July. 


REPORT ON STATE OF YELLOW RIVER. 


In a supplementary memorial Haii Chen- 
wei, the new Director General of the 
Yellow River, reports on the condition of 
the river-works on the north and south 
banks, recently inspected by him. 

After taking over the seals of office on 
the 10th May last, memorialist visited 
first the embankments on the northern 
side of the river, and found that the 
early spring freshets had subsided, leav- 
ing the river in a very quiet state. 
The repairs usually required at _ this 
season had already been put in hand by 
memorialist’s predecessor, but at three 
places in the Weiliang and Huangch‘in 
divisions, the foreshore was being washed 
away by the action of the current, to the 
great consternation of the inhabitants of 
the district. After a careful inspection 
memorialist came to the conclusion that if 
timely measures were taken it would be 
possible to deflect the current by means of 
stone breakwaters. The cost being but 
trifling in any case, their construction is 
therefore to be proceeded with at once. 

On the south bank, to which memorialist 
crossed at Jungtse, the river works in the 
Shangnan and Chungho divisions are of 
excessive length and are exposed to the 
full force of the current sweeping on the 
embankments, so that constant vigilance is 
required in order to prevent accidents. At 
the old breach at Chinmen, the main 
current is again running in mid-channel, 
fresh sand-flats having formed on either 
side. The new embankment is, however, 
defective in one very important particular, 
being totally unprovided with any support- 
ing buttresses in the rear. Fortunately 
the stone breakwaters built last year are 
still in good order, and the construction of 
two additional breakwaters higherupstream, 
300 or 400 feet in length, will suffice to 
protect the embankment from the action of 
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the current, however much the river may 
encroach towards the south. Memorialist 
has given positive orders that these two 
breakwaters are to be completed before the 
heavy freshets set in, the construction of 
the buttresses in rear of the embankment 
being proceeded with as soon as the river 
subsides after the autumn freshets. 

The embankment at Chungho is very 
unsafe, being not nearly broad enough ; two 
of the groynes below Chungmou must 
absolutely be replaced by a single brick 
and stone breakwater, whilst certain of the 
old stone breakwaters require to be raised 
to a height of ten feet or more above the 
level of the water, which is considered 
ample to provide againet all contingencies. 
In the Hsianan division also, one of the 
breakwaters in the 20th section will have to 
be strengthened, the bank being here much 
exposed to the action of the current. 


APPOINTMENTS OF MAGISTRATES IN FORMOSA. 
In a joint memorial the Viceroy at 
Foochow and Governor of Formosa recom- 
mend the following expectant officials for 
appointments to vacant magistrateships 
in that island, viz:—Fan K’o-ch‘eng to be 
Magistrate at Anping, the former Taiwan 
district ; Kao Chin-han and Shen Chi-tseng 
to be acting magistrate on probation and 
magistrate of the Hengch‘un and Lan 
districts respectively. They further re- 
commend Fang Tsu-yin, at present 
acting prefect of Tainanfu, but who is 
properly assistant sub-prefect at P‘ulishe 
in the interior, for the appointment of sub- 
prefect at Kelung, a post for which he is 
eminently qualified by his long service in 
the island and thorough acquaintance 
with the ways of the aboriginal tribes.— 
Referred to the Board of Civil Office. 


10th July. 


RAIN AT PEKING, 


The Governor of Shuntienfu reports 
that rain has fallen at Peking to the extent 
of profound saturation. 


REPORT ON CHARGES AGAINST GENTRY OF 
PETUNE IN MANCHURIA. 


The whole of this day’s Gazette is taken 
up by a voluminous report from the Gover- 
nor of Kirin, giving the result of his en- 
quiry into the various charges of embezzle- 
ment of public funds and the like, brought 
by the censor Té Yin against a number of 
the gentry of Petuné in the Manchurian 
province of Kirin. The report is briefly 
summarised in the Imperial edict based 
upon it, which was published in the Gazette 
of 22nd June last. 
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lth July. 


“EMBEZZLEMENT OF RELIEF FUNDS IN MAN- 
CHURIA: DENUNCIATION BY CENSOR, 


In a postscript memorial the Censor Té 
Yin states that on the occasion of the floods 
last year in the province of Kirin, some 
30,000 strings of cash were issued to Yi 
Tai-lin and other gentry of Petune, for the 
purchase of grain to be distributed among 
the people in charitable relief. It has 
come to memorialist’s knowledge that 
instead of using the muney for this object 
they obtained supplies by exacting from 
various distilleries and pawnshops forced 
contributions of grain, which they then 
proceeded to sell through offices established 
for the purpose. Intense indignation was 
hereby excited among the people, leading 
to forcible measures and appeals to the 
higher authorities. The deputy appointed 
to investigate the matter being a connec- 
tion of Yu Tai-lin’s contrived, however, to 
hush up the affair, and the case was dispos- 
ed of altogether in a most unsatisfactory 
manner. Further, there is a goods tax 
levied in Karin which produces annually 
over 6,000 strings of cash. This tax has 
always been collected through the mer- 
chants themselves, but Yu Tai-lin has now 
instituted a new system under which it is 
paid through the office of a so called Liter- 
ary Union founded by himself, the surplus 
collection, amounting to between 3,000 & 
4,000 strings of cash per annum, being 
appropriated to the purposes of the society. 
Another charge is that a memorial temple 
has been erected, within the precincts of 
the examination-hall, to the memory of an 
individual named Yu Ling-yin, the sacri- 
ficial expenses of which are defrayed out 
of certain school revenues. A number of 
gentry being thus charged with embezzle- 
ment of public funds, memorialist suggests 
that the Governor of Kirin should be called 
upon to investigate and take action in the 
matter of the above allegations. 


MALPRACTICES BY BANKING ESTABLISHMENTS 
IN KIRIN. 


According to the Governor of Kirin a 
very large number of the distilleries, pawn- 
brokers’ shops, and general stores in that 
province are owned by the Yii family, there 
being more than 20 of their establishments 
in Petuné and Wuchang alone, so that the 
common people speak of them as the 9 
heavens and 12 virtues, in allusion to their 
numerous shop-signs. Nearly all the 
carts used by these establishments for the 
conveyance of goods are provided with 
yellow flags, inscribed with the character 
Yii, by means of which they succeed in 
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evading the payment of customs duties +n 
route, these flags being often sold to other 
merchants for the same purpose. This, 
however, is a matter which only affects the 
Customs revenues, and does notin any way 
interfere with the people ; a far more de- 
testable practice is that of changing bills 
on the bank for those of another. Not- 
withstanding strict prohibitions on the 
subject the banks controlled by this man 
Yii refuse to issue any more notes and those 
already ini circulation bear nothing on the 
face of them to show that they are bank- 
notes at all. In some cases notes issued by 
one of his establishments are made payable 
only at another branch, perhaps some tens 
of lt away, and as often as not more than 
100 fi distant. When the holder gets there, 
all sorts of pretexts are found for delaying 
payment, or else a percentage is deducted 
so that the possessor of one of these notes 
for, say, 3 or 5 thousand cash, has to go 
running about the country for two or three 
days in order to cash it, and even then fails 
to receive the full amount. If any objec- 
tions are raised the complainant gets locked 
up by the shopmen, or is sent into the 
yamén and punished on some trumped-up 
charge. However scarce cash may be, there 
can hardly be such difficulty in getting 
together the few strings required. No one 
can seriously maintain that Yi Chung-lin is 
notabusing his position to oppress the people 
or that practices of this sort, if allowed 
to continue unchecked, will not inevitably 
result in others adopting similar devices, and 
thereby aggravating the evil to an indefinite 
extent. The matter has now assumed pro- 
portions which are beyond the power of 
the Governor to cope with successfully, and 
he therefore prays for the issue of an Im- 
peria) decree ordaining that all such notes 
are to be withdrawn from circulation with- 
in six months. At the same time he will 
cause a supply of cash to be conveyed to 
the district, and will further take measures 
to prevent dishonest traders from effecting 
any more ‘corners ” in the cash currency. 
—Rescript elready published. 

MALPRACTICES BY GENTRY OF PETUNE IN 

MANCHURIA. 

In a postscript memorial the Governor 
of Kirin complains of the improper inter- 
ference in criminal matters constantly prac- 
tised by certain of the gentry of Petune 
who, whenever a case of homicide occurs 
readily undertake—for a consideration— 
to get the matter settled privately, some- 
times even going so far as to bring pressure 
to bear on the parties in order to induce 
them to drop the charge. Memorialist has 
hitherto had no opportunity of takimyg 
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action in the matter, no instance having 
been brought officially to his notice, but 
the following affair which recently occurred 
in the Wuchang district will serve to show 
the difficulties resulting from this state of 
things. In March last a man named Chang 
Lien-yiian had a dispute with the manager 
of the Feng Té pawnshop at Shanhotun in 
the above-named district, which led to his 
being so severely handled by one of the 
employés in the shop that he died shortly 
afterwards without, however, having iden- 
tified his assailant. The case was duly 
reported to the Sub-Prefect of Wuchang, 
who demanded the surrender of the 
murderer; these orders were, however, 
completely ignored by Hsiao Te-ching, 
the owner of the shop, who after the 
man's death called several times on the 
Sub-Prefect with a view to securing his 
good offices in the matter. The Sub-Pre- 
fect refused to receive him and finally one of 
the shopmen, named Chang-T’é, was handed 
over to justice, although when examined he 
denied having committed the assault. Seeing 
that his advances were not responded to 
Hsiao Té-ching began spreading scurrilous 
reports about the Sub-Prefect, who was so 
intimidated in consequence that he is now 
afraid to undertake the enquiry and has 
applied to have the venue of the case trans- 
ferred to Kirin. In reply memorialist has 
ordered him to proceed with the trial with- 
out fear or favour ; and now instances the 
case to show that the current reports are 
not unfounded, and as more than sufficient 
roof of the difficulties under which he 
abours in carrying on the government of 
his province. 
PUNISHMENT FOR ILLEGAL USE OF TORTURE. 

The Governor of Hunan requests that a 
certain officer may be cashiered and brouglit 
to trial for causing the death of a man by 
the illegal application of torture. 

Wang Kuei-ming, the official in question, 
was attached to the General Tithing Office 
which also exercises police functions in the 
streets of the provincial capital. A man 
named Tai Ming-chow was recently sent 
to the office under suspicion of being con- 
cerned in a petty robbery ; and as he gave 
evidence in a very unsatisfactory way tor- 
ture was applied during the examination, 
with the result that he died a fortnight 
later. The facts of the case having been 
brought to memorialist’s notice by the 
Provincial Judge, who has already caused 
Wany Kuei-miug to be removed from office, 
memorialist now begs that the latter may 
be cashiered and brought to trial before 
the Prefect of Chang-sha.—Sanctioned by 
vescript, 
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GOLD MINES AT SAN-SING IN MANCHURIA. 


Referring to the proposed experimental 
working of gold-mines in the neighbour- 
hood of San-sing under the direction of 
Fu-kuei, Military Deputy-Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of that place, who it seems recently 
applied for permission to proceed to Peking 
for audience, the Military Governor of 
Kirin requests that Fu-kuei may be per- 
mitted to defer his departure for the present. 
The employment of unsuitable individuals 
is open to serious objection, and next 
winter as soon as things have been got 
somewhat into working order and opera- 
tions are stopped by the cold weather, less 
inconvenience will be caused by his 
absence than would be the case at present. 

In reply His Majesty refuses the appli- 
cation, Fu-kuei having already been ordered 
to present himself at Peking. 


12th July. 
APPOINTMENT OF A COMMISSION TO KIRIN. 


A commission, consisting of Kuei-héng, 
Vice-president of the Board of Punish- 
ments, and Wang Ming-luan, Vice-president 
of the Board of Works, has been appointed 
to proceed to Kirin, and hold an investiga- 
tion into certain circumstances connected 
with the administration of the province. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A HERO OF THE 
TAIPING REBELLION. 


Li Hung-chang submits a petition which 
he received from Wu _ Ta-chéng, late 
Director-General of the Yellow River, and 
other retired officials residing in Kiangsu, 
in which they draw attention to the eminent 
services rendered during the Taiping 
campaign by Ku Wén-pin, formerly Taotat 
of Ningpo, who died about a year 
ago in his native place in the Yuanho 
district of Kiangsu. ‘The deceased after 
attaining his Metropolitan degree started 
his otticial life as a Secretary in the Board 
of Punishments in Peking. His first pro- 
vincial appointment was that of Prefect in 
Hupeh, where, on the recommendation of 
the then Governor, Hu Lin-yi, he was 


| raised to the post of Salt Intendant at 


Wuchang. It was when holding this posi- 
tion in the year 1860 that he retired into 
mourning and found the whole of his native 
province ravaged by the rebellion. The 
Governor had removed his official residence 
to Shanghai, in which place not less than 
100,000 people from the adjacent districts 
had taken refuge, and which was the 
only stronghold left to guard the in- 
terests of the south-eastern portion of the 
Empire. When things were at their very 
worst in the year 1861, Ku Wén-pin was 
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authorised by Imperial Decree to raise a 
force of militia, which afterwards contribut- 
ed materially to the success of the Imperial 
cause. During that wiuter Chapou, UChin- 
shan, Ch‘uansha aud a number of other 
towns fell into the hands of the rebels, who 
on the east side were only separated from 
Shanghai by a single creek. On the south- 
west, too, the rebels were only a few li 
distant from the town. The Imperialist 
forces outside the city had been completely 
routed and the garrison within the walls 
was totally without military training and 
experience. The position of things was 
desperate and _ several alarms occurred 
every night. Ku Wén-pin strongly urged 
the raising of a strony furce as the only 
measure that could save the town. In the 
meantime, ‘T’séng Kuo-fan had retaken 
the city of Anch‘ing and was marching east- 
ward down the Yanytze with a foice sufti- 
ciently large tu enable him to allot a_por- 
tion of it for the relief of Shanghai. Money 
was raised by public subscription, steamers 
were procured, a junction was effected with 
the troops under the meworialist, and 
Shanghai was reached in April 1862, after 
which tranquillity gradually began to pre- 
vail and the whole fortune of the war was 
changed. Ku Wén-pin subsequently ren- 
dered valuable service in the work of re- 
organising the province and in other details 
of public administration. In 1870 he was 
appointed Taotai at Ningpo, but very 
shortly afterwards retired on the ground of 
ill-health. ‘Che deceased was one of three 
to whose exertions the suppression of the 
rebellion in Kiangsu was due almost as 
as much as it was to the military com- 
manders in the field, and as temples have 
been built to perpetuate the memory of 
his two companions, it is asked that 2 like 
honour may be accorded to Ku Wén-pin, a 
grateful recollection of whoso services has 
prompted his fellow provincials to submit 
this application on his behalf. —Granted by 
rescript. 
| 13th July. 
APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI AT TUNGCHOW. 


Haii Ch‘ien-shén, Taotai at Tungchow, 
having been promoted to be Judicial Com- 
inissioner of Fukien, the Viceroy Li reports 
that he has conferred the acting appoint- 
ment upon an expectant Tiaotal named 
Yang Tsun-lien, wh» served with him for 
ten years during the ‘Taiping rebellion. 
The intendancy embraces 17 departments 
and districts, and the post is a very laborious 
one, for which, however, the officer selected 
is admirably qualified both by his attain- 
ments and his experience of official life in 
the province. 
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CHANGE IN THE OFFICE OF SUPERINTEND- 


ENT OF FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 


P‘ei Yin-sén, who has been for tho past 
Six years Superintendent of the Foochow 
Arsenal, and who was recently ordered to 
Peking for service as Director of the In- 
perial Banqueting Court, reports having 
handed over charge of the establishment to 
the Vicervy at Foochow on the 24th of 
May last, preparatory to starting for his 
native place in Kiangsu, where he pro- 
poses to spend two months before continu- 
ing his journey to Peking. 


CONSTRUCTION OF STONE DOCK AT FOOCHOW. 


Over two years ago the Superintendent 
of the Foochow Arsenal reported the con- 
templated construction of a stone dock in 
conitection with the Arsenal, which was 
to be used for the repair of ironclads. 
Last year the work was suspended on 
account of the want of funds. During the 
winter the Board of Admiralty wrote to 
the Superintendent pointing out the desira- 
bility of having a dock of the kind for the 
repiir of the northern fleet during the 
winter stay in the south, and suggested 
that the work might be accomplished if 
distributed over a period of time. The 
proposal was carefully considered by the 
Superintendent in conjunction with the 
Tartar General and the Viceroy, and they 
decided to apply Tls. 60,000 a year to the 
prosecution of the work from the six-tenths 
of the Customs Revenue. ‘his decision 
was submitted to the Board of Admiralty, 
who were asked to memorialise the Throne, 
but so far no reply has been received on 
the subject. As, however, the construction 
of the dock supplies a pressing need uf the 
moment, it was not thought advisable to 
incur any further delay, and work having 
been resumed on the 17th of March last, 
the undertaking is now well under way. 


THF YELLOW RIVER IN SHENSI. 


The new Governor of Shensi, Lu Ch‘uan- 
lin, submits a report upon the stale of the 
Yellow River within his jurisdiction, and 
the measures which he proposes to. take for 
the conservancy of it and other waterways, 
The Yellow River, he observes, forms the 
boundary of the province on the north- 
aast ; ihove Lung Mén it runs through 
mountain gorges, but the lower part of its 
course in Shensi is on comparatively level 
ground, The district of Ch‘aoyi in the 
Prefecture of T‘ungchow borders upon the 
river on the east, while its western 
portion contains the source of the River 
Lo, which runs southward and joins the 
Wei. From old topographical authorities, 


it appears that during the Ming dynasty the 
two rivers were separated from each other 
by a large tract of country. In the reign 
of Wan Li a breach occurred in the Yellow 
River at Tach‘ingkuan, and ever since that 
time its course has been gradually taking 
i more westerly direction, while that of 
the Lo River has similarly altered towards 
the east, reducing the distance between the 
two until in some places the intervening 
space only measures ten or twenty Chinese 
fect. Wedged in between the two are a 
number of villages which suffer from periodi- 
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eal inundations and the preservation of | 


which has constituted a problem with 
successive Governors. Forty years ago a 
canal was dug to the east of the Yellow 
River to drain off a portion of its waters, 
but it became silted up and the outlay ex- 
pended upon it was entirely thrown away. 
Since then, the villages have been exempted 
from land-tax but their situation is daily 
becoming more critical. The waters of the 
Yellow River are two feet higher than 
‘those of the Lo River, and if allowed to 
flow into the other will deflect its current 
and cause an inundation the results of 
which can scarcely be conceived. Shensi 
has never hitherto had any trouble with 
her rivers and there is consequently 
in this province an absence of men who 
have any special knowledge of that sub- 
ject. The Governor accordingly wrote to 
the Director-General of the Yellow River 
and applied for the services of a few 
experts. The latter sent one officer and 
four men who made a minute investiga- 
tion of the circumstances and advised 
the construction of a number of break- 
waters and the excavation of a canal to 
draw away # portion of the waters of the 
Lo River. Millet stalks not beiny avail- 
able in the province, the breakwaters 
will be constructed of bricks, which are 
thought to be more durable. The total cost 
of the contemplated work is estimated at 
Tls. 60,000. The revenues of the province 
do indeed show a slight surplus every year, 
but this will be absorbed by the recent 
increase in the pay of the soldiers and there 
are no local funds available to meet the pro- 
posed outlay, which, the Governor suggests, 
might be defrayed in the following way. 
Two years ago, the provinces of Shensi 
and Kansu lent a sum of Tls. 600,000 to 
Honan, Kiangsu and Anhui for famine 
relief purposes, of which T's. 200,000 were 
last year repaid aud employed in the cou- 
struction of telegraph Jines in the province. 
The remaining Tls. 400,000, half of which 
belongs to Shensi, was, it was arranged, 
tu be repaid in annual instalments sprend 


[JuLy 13—14. 








over a period of four years, unless some. 
urgent demand for funds arose in the pro- 
vinees that made the loan, in which case 
the period was to be shortened. The Gov- 
ernor now proposes that the repayment 
should be made in three instalments, the 
first of which is to be forwarded during the 
present year, and that Shensi’s portion 
thereof, Tls. 66,000 or thereabouts, should 
be applied to carrying out the work which 
has been recommended. 


14th July. 


CONSTRUCTION OF IRONCLAD AT THR FOOCHOW 
ARSENAL AND INSPECTION THEREOF BY 
ADMIKAL LANG. 


The Superintendent of the Foochow Ar- 
senal reports that the construction of the 
ironclad Lung Wei has been completed, and 
under instructions from the Viceroy Li, she 
has jomed the northern squadron, her name 
having been altered to P*ing-yuan. Towards 
the close of last year the Superintendent 
announced the completion of the vessel and 
her trial trip, and obtained authority for 
the restoration to their former rank of 
certain students engaged in her construc- 
tion. A list of her crew and an estimate 
of her monthly expenditure were submitted 
to the Throne and duly approved. Last 
winter the vessel paid a visit to Shanghai, 
where she was inspected by William Lang, 
Deputy Commander-in-chief of the northern 
fleet. By his advice she returned to Foo- 
chow and was then provided with consider- 
ably over 100 new appliances and fittings in 
the most approved style of modern warships. 
On the 16th of May last she was handed over 
tothe Commander-in-chief, Ting Yu-ch ‘ang, 
as part of the northern squadron. When 
the vessels of the northern fleet were re- 
cently at Hongkong a telegram was received 
from the Northern Superintendent of Trade, 
Li Hung-chang, suggesting that os the 
Lung-icei was to join in the evolutions of the 
northern fleet her name should be changed 
to P‘ing-yuan, so as to bring it into harmony 
with that of the Chén-yuar and other vessels 
of the northern fleet, and facilitate the 
transmission of orders. The vessel accom- 
panied the fleet to the north and made the 
distance from Foochow to Shanghai in very 
good order within forty-four hours. Her ex- 
penses.as fay as Tientsin have been defrayed 
froin the fund in hand for the construction 
of ships and will be repaid by the Foo- 
chow Exchequer. The Grand. Secretary 
Li Hung-chang, the Tartar-General and 
Viceroy at Foochow are associated with the 
Superintendent of the Arsenal in submit- 
ting this memoriel, 
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RENEWAL OF ENGAGEMENT OF FOREIGN 
INSTRUCTOR IN THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 


In a postscript memorial the .Superin- 
tendent of the Arsenal explains that 7'éng- 
lo, the foreign Instructor in the Naval 
College, came to Foochow on a three years’ 
engagement dating from the 1st October, 
1880. As he was very conscientious in 
the discharge of his duties, Chang Méng- 
yiian, a former Superintendent, extended 
the period for one year, and his services 
were secured for still another year by 
Chang N‘ei-lun. On the Ist October, 1885, 
the first batch of students under his care 
having completed their studies and gone 
abroad to learn the practical part of 
their profession, another set was placed 
under his charge and his services re- 
tained for three years longer. This last 
engageinent expired on the Ist October, 
1888, and as the memorialist had ample 
opportunities of noticing the great earnest- 
ness and attention with which the in- 
structor directed the studies of his pupils, 
he decided upon renewing his engagement 
for a further period of three years, the 
work for each month and year having been 
so arranged as to secure in the highest 
possible degree the advantage of having a 
body of men skilled in naval science.— 
Approved.—Let the Board concerned take 
note, 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A HERO OF THE 
TAIPING REBELLION. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits an 
application for the bestowal of posthumous 
honours upon a Commander-in-Chief who 
was one of the most distinguished leaders 
on the Imperialist side during the Taiping 
rebellion. The ceceased warrior, Hsiao 
Fu-ssii, was a native of the Hsiang-hsiang 
district in Hunan and joined as a mere boy 
Tséng Kuo-fan’s army at the very beginning 
of the war and fought till its close, rising 
gradually from the ranks until he was 
rewarded for his great bravery by receiving 
the appointment of Coimmuender-in-Chief 
and a title of hereditary nobility of the 
fourth class. His military exploits, the 
bare recital of which covers several pages 
of the Guzette, closed with the capture of 
Nanking, in which he tvok a leading part. 
‘In April, 1864, the whole circuit of the 
city which was 140 li round was closely 
invested by the Imperialists, with the ex- 
ception of a few lt on the northern side. 
By a skilful mancuvre the deceased 
General succeeded in bringing his troops 
close to the T‘ai-p‘ing gate and so render- 
ing not only the siege complete, but cutting 
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off the supplies of the rebels. He and a few 
others constructed forts under a perfect 
shower of bullets from the enemy, within 
a few yards of the city walls, and, piling up 
a mound of reeds and sand, proclaimed 
that they were going to scale the walls, 
while in reality they were digging a mine 
underneath, in which 60,000 catties of 
powder were deposited, with a fuse attached 
froin the outside. The feint succeeded and 
a little after noon on the 19th July, 1864, 
the explosion took place, demolishing over 
20 chang of the wall. In the rush which 
took place to scale the breach, the rebels 
poured a heavy fire on the {mperialists, 
and the latter, losing some scores of men, 
fell back for a moment disheartened. 
It was not until General Hsiao drew 
his sword and cut down several of his men 
that the breach was mounted and the city 
entered. The Ch‘ao-yang and Hung-wu 
gates were both seized and in a very short 
time the whole nine gates of the city were 
in possession of the Imperialists. The 
so-styled Chung Wang Li Hsin-ch‘eng gut 
out of the city by the Ch‘ing-liang Hill 
and hid himselfin a peasant’scottage, where 
he was traced and captured by General 
Hsiao, as was also his elder brother, the 
sot disant Prince, Hung Jen-ta. This was 
the crowning exploit of the deceased’s 
military career, and for it honours were 
heaped upon him, including a hereditary 
title of nobility and his appointment 
as Commander-in-Chief of Fukien. This 
appointment, however, he never took up, 
and for the last 20 years of his life he lived 
in complete retirement on his few acres of 
an ancestral farm, where he died in 1886. 
The last years of his life were spent in 
poverty and obscurity, and those who met 
him could never have suspected from his 
retiring disposition and his reticence about 
his own career that he had playec such 
an important part during a great crisis 
in the history of his country. ‘The Vice- 
roy who was his companion during those 
troublous years cannot help feeling asham- 
ed when he contrasts his own position 
with the fate of his comrade, who never 
held his substantive appointment for a 
single day and died forlorn and neglected. 
His son, who inherited his father's title, has 
szarcely the wherewithal to obtain food and 
clothing and is quite unable to maintain 
the position befitting his rank in life. 
The Fiestas concludes by suggesting that 
posthumous honours should be accorded to 
the deceased on the scale usual in the case 
of a Commander-in-Chief who dies after 
service in the field, that temples should be 
erected to his memory at the scenes of his 
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famous exploits in Kiangnan, and that ma- 
terials should be furnished to the State 
Historiographer for the compilation of 
his biography. As regards the bestowal of 
a posthumous appellation he does not 
presume to offer any opinion, and is con- 
tent to leave the matter to the gracious 
consideration of His Majesty.— Decree pre- 
viously published. 


APPOINTMENT. 


The personnel of the commission which 
is to proceed to Kirin has been altered, and, 
as now constituted, consists of Lin-shu and 
Wang Ming-liian. The general belief is 
that the investigation with which it is 
charged has some connection with the re- 
cent fire and the doings of the Military 
Governor whose administration of the 
province has been the subject of severe 
comment on several recent occasions. 


15th July. 
No papers of interest. 
16th July. 


OFFICIAL CHANGES IN KANSU 
SHANTUNG. 

Chang Yo-nien, the new Financial Com- 
missioner of Kansu, reports having taken 
over the duties of his office from Yu Hsiang, 
who has resumed his own post of Chief 
Justice of the province. Fu Jun, the new 
Financial Commissioner of Shantung, having 
been ordered to Peking for audience, his 
place is to be teinporarily filled by the 
Salt Commissioner, Feng Shén-t‘ai. The 
latter, who is a Manchu, served for nearly 
a quarter of a century in the Boards in 
Peking, and has since held various impor- 
tit posts in the province. 

17th July. 
RETENTION OF OFFICERS IN KANSU. 

The Viceroy of the Shénkan provinces 
applies for permission to retain the services 
of three officers who are specially competent 
tu deal with administrative questions 
arising within his jurisdiction. He repre- 
sents that the mixed nature of the popu- 
lation of the provinces, the increasing 
iiportance of foreign trade, and the 
construction of telegraph lines render it 
iinperative thet he should have at his 
disposal a number of trained officers who 
combine local experience with the special 
knowledge required to deal with such 
niatters. 


AND 


18th July. 
AFFAIR IN BHUTAN. 
Sheng Til the Assistant Resident in 
Tibet refers toa memorial which he recently 
sulmitted to the Throne suggesting that 





the two Pénlos who adininister respectively 
the internal affairs of the eastern and 
western divisions of Bhutan should be 
appointed by Imperial authority Dzasseks, 
or chieftains, and Daidjis or hereditary 
nobles of the second degree. This proposal 
having been duly considered by the Tsung- 
li Yamén and the Mongolian Superintend- 
ency was subsequently approved by Imperial 
Decree. During the two years which the 
memorialist has spent on the frontier, he 
has made repeated enquiries into the con- 
dition of things among the Bhutanese and 
has ascertained that the management 
of all the affairs of the country whether 
great or small is in the hands of the 
Pénlo of Chungsa (Tongso), who holds 
jurisdiction over the eastern division, 
aud in whom the barbarians have the 
utmost confidence. The Pénlo of Paliang 
(Parijong), whose jurisdiction extends over 
the western division, merely lends his 
assistance in the work of administration 
and has always been in a somewhat lower 
position than his colleague of Tongso. The 
memorialist therefore proposes that both 
in the form and inscriptions of the seals 
issued to them under Imperial authority 
this distinction should be recognised. The 
titles also conferred on them should be 
that of Chieftain and Vice-Chieftain re- 
spectively, so that the old rules may be 
adhered to and all trouble arising out of dis- 
putes and usurpation of authority avoided. 
The memorialist has drawn up a form of seal 
and prepared inscriptions in the barbarian 
tongue which he submits to the Boards con- 
cerned for their cunsideration.—Rescript : 
Let ihe Boards concerned take note. 


LIKIN COLLECTION IN HUPEH, 


Three years ago the High Authorities 
of Hupeh asked that Li Shu-ch‘eng, the 
officer in charge of the collection of likin 
at Hankow should receive some form 
of reward for the great increase that has 
tuken place in the receipts during his 
tenure of office. This suggestion was ap- 
proved by the Throne, but was objected to 
by the Board on the ground that it was 
not in conformity with the recent regula- 
tions. A year later the same authorities 
recommended that four other officers should 
be 1ewarded for their success in the collec- 
tion of the likin revenue and the Board 
again overruled the proposal. The present 
Viceroy and governor now return to the 
subject and,press for a reconsideration of 
the question. They represent that the 
likin revenue is the only source on which 
the province has to depend for meeting the 
numerous demands made upon it. In 1887 
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the collection amounted to 2,800,000 strings | MURDER OF TWO PERSONS IN SHANTUNG. 


of cash, in 1888 it was 2,666,000, and in 1889 
in spite of the distress caused by floods it 
did not fall below 2,550,000 strings. The 
total increase compared with the previous 
three years was about 1,000,000 strinus of 
cash. This result, they submit, entitles 
those to whose exertions it was principally 
due to some acknowledgment of their 
services, the Board’s contention that the 
position is a very lucrative one being 
entirely erroneous. —G.anted by LRescript. 


19th July, 
REPAIRS TO WATER-WAYS IN KIANGSU. 


The Governor of Kiangsu announces the 
completion of the works recently under- 
taken for deepening the bed of the Yiin- 
tsao river, an affluent of the Woosung. As 
earlier reported to His Majesty this long- 
neglected and much-needed measure was 
turned to a good object by employing on it 
a number of the distressed inhabitants of 
the adjoining recently inundated districts 
who thus found employment as well as 
charitable relief. The ofticers in charge of 
the works having reported their completion 
on the 14th May last, memorialist subse- 
quently proceeded to the locality to hold a 
tinal survey and satisfied himself by a de- 
tailed inspection that the excavations had 
been carried out in exact conformity with 
the specified measurements and had more- 
over been carefully and honestly executed. 
Whilst commending the hearty alacrity 
shuwn by all concerned in the work which 
has thus been accomplished in the space of 
two months in spite of very unfavourable 
weather, memorialist takes this opportunity 
to bring to the notice of His Majesty the 
services of a number of officials, both muilt- 
tary and civil, engaged in the operations. 


ESCAPE OF TWO PRISONERS IN KIANGSU, 


The Governor of Kiangsu denounces the 
responsible officials of the Yencheng dis- 
trict gaol for their negligence in permitting 
the escape of two prisoners under sentence 
of decapitation awaiting confirmation by 
the Board of Punishments. As the case is 
not one of ordinary inadvertence the Gov- 
ernor requests that the gaol warden may be 
eashiered and brought to trial with his 
subordinates in order to ascertain whether 
any laxity of control or corrupt influences 
have been at work in the affair, and that 
the acting magistrate Wang Ching-hsiu 
may be stripped of his rank but left in 
charge with instructions to effect the recap- 
ture of the escaped felons within a specified 
period. —Hese: ipt alieady published. : 


The Governor of Shantung reports the 
trial and sentence of a native of the Ch‘iu 
district for the murder of two persons in 
one family. The criminal, a beggar named 
Tao, whilst begging in the village one day, 
asked alms of a man named Chiang, but 
having on a former occasion been caught 
stealing from the premises, he was driven 
from the door with abuse. This treatment 
coupled with the former affair which had 
led to his being constantly reviled by 
Chiang rankled in his mind and late one 
eveniny he stole into the house armed with 
a chopper, with which he-attacked and 
murdered both Chiang, and his wife who 
had come to her husband's rescue. Under 
the law applicable to cases of this kind the 
murderer has been sentenced to immediate 
decapitation and to be previously branded 
on the cheek with the characters ‘‘ hsiung- 
fan.”—By Rescript referred to the Board of 
Punishments for wmmediate consideration 
and report hereon. 


20th July. 
EXCESSIVE RAINFALL AT PEKING. 


Since the tifteenth instant exceedingly 
heavy and continuous rains have fallen in 
the capital, and His Majesty is greatly 
concerned lest the sudden rising of the 
rivers should have caused damage to the 
crops in the surrounding country. Fle 
therefore commands the Governor-General 
of Chihli and the Governor of Shuntien 
Fu to ascertain and report forthwith whe- 
ther any localities have suffered inundation. 
The General Commandant of the Peking 
Gendarmerie and the Governor of the Im- 
perial Prefecture are likewise directed to 
institute searching enquiries and to report 
without delay for the information of His 
Majesty whether any lives have been lost 
or persons injured by the fall of dwelling- 
houses, numbers of which have collapsed in 
the capital and vicinity during the last few 
days in consequence of the heavy rain. 


MOVEMENTS OF OFFICIALS. 


Teng Hua-hsi, recently appointed Trea- 
surer of Hupeh, reports his arrival at the 
provincial capital and assumption of office 
on the 28th of May last. The former acting 
Treasurer Cheng Yiin has now returned 
to his proper post as Judicial Commissioner, 
setting free Fang Kung-chao, who accord- 
ingly resumes his functions as Intendant of 
the Ching-I-Shih Circuit. 

Liu Shu-tang, the new Licutenant Gov- 
ernor of Fukien, announces that he took 
over the seals of office on the 7th June. 
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FRAUDS BY AN EX-MINISTER TO JAPAN. 


In asupplementary memorial the Viceroy 
at Nanking states that Hsit Tseng-tsu, for- 
merly Minister toJapan, who was implicated 
in certain frauds connected with the pur- 
chase of copper on Government account 
and was ordered to refund the sum of Tls. 
32,015 within a year, has paid into the 
Provincial Treasury the full sum required 
of him within the prescribed period. Under 
these circumstances the Viceroy has autho- 
rised the restoration to the delinquent 
ofticial of the private property belonging to 
him previously confiscated by Government 
and will cause the amount refunded to be 
forwarded to the Board of Admiralty by 
the first opportunity. 


PROPOSAL TO GRANT TRAVELLING ALLOW- 
ANCES TO FOOCHOW BANNERMEN SERVING 
AT PEKING. 


The Manchu General-in-Chief and Bri- 
gade General at Foochow, the former of 
whom is Superintendent of the Foochow 
Customs, submit a scheme for the formation 
of a fund in aid of the travelling expenses 
of indigent Manchus of Foochow serving in 
official capacities at Peking. A large propor- 
tion of the Foochow Bannermen are so 
badly off that they are often unable to 
defray their travelling expenses to the 
capital, and cases have occurred in which 
Manchu graduates nominated to metro- 
politan posts have been unable to take up 
their appointments owing o their inability 
to find the necessary funds for the journey ; 
being consequently relegated to obscurity 
for the rest of their lhves. To remedy 
this deplorable state of things memorialists 
suggest that a sum of Tls. 6,000 should be 
advanced from certain surplus monies lying 
in the Customs Treasury, the interest of 
which would form a fund sunilar to that 
already existing at Canton, from which 
grants in aid of travelling expenses could 
be made. The above sum invested at 1 per 
cent, per month would yield Tls. 720 per 
annum with an additional Tls. 60 for 
intercalary months. Civil or interpretorial 
graduates serving in Peking would receive 
an annual allowance of Tls. 120 and mili- 
tary graduates Tls. 60, the original loan 
itself being gradually paid off out of the 
unexpended surplus at the end of each 
year. 

Should His Majesty be pleased to sanc- 
tion the proposed scheme, memorialists beg 
that the Prefect of Foochow may be in- 
structed to place the above sum on deposit, 
the interest being drawn quarterly and 
paid in to the Banner Treasury whence it 


would be issued ag required.—Sanctioned 
by Rescript. 
. 21st July. 


THE EMPEROR PRAYS FOR FINE WEATHER. 


The heavy and incessant rain that has 
fallen at Peking during the last fortnight 
has caused much damage to the crops and 
the dwellings of the people, on whose ac- 
count His Majesty is filled with anxious 
solicitude. He therefore announces his 
intention of repairing in person on the 
23rd instant to the Ta Kao Tien to pray 
for the return of fine weather, and deputes 
a number of high officers to proceed tn 
four other State Temples for the same 
purpose. 


APPLICATION FOR REINSTATEMENT OF 
CASHIERED OFFICIAL IN KIANGSU. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits an ap- 
plication for the reinstatement of Ting 
Chao-chi an expectant Taotai of Kiangsu, 
who was cashiered last year for allowing a 
gunboat under his charge belonging to the 
preventive service to be seized and carried 
off by smugglers. The Governor of Kiangsu 
subsequently reported that the cashiered 
official had rendered valuable assistance in 
recovering the gunboat and effecting the 
capture of several of the principal offenders 
for whose arrest rewards had been offered. 
When the floods occurred in Kiangsu and 
Chékiang he was further most active in 
collecting subscriptions, and himself con- 
tributed a sum of Tls. 6,400 towards the 
spring relief fund in aid of the distress in 
the former province. In consideration of 
these proofs of his contrition for his pre- 
vious negligence, the Viceroy suggests that 
the cashiered ofticial should now be allowed 
to be reinstated in his former position. —Re- 
ferred by rescript tothe Board of Civil Office. 


RIVER CONSERVANCY IN KIANGSU. 

In consequence of representations made 
by the Censor Chin Shou-sung protesting 
against the proposed removal of a certain 
sluice near Chiating on the Yiintsao river, 
an affluent of the Waoaunig and the main 
stream of the Pao-shan district in Kiangsu, 
His Majesty recently called on the Viceroy 
at Nanking for a report on the subject, 
based on a thorough consideration of the 
whole question. In his reply the Viceroy 
now states that in 1859 the inhabitants of 
Chiating, finding the neighbouring creeks 
were being silted up by the action of the 
tides, constructed a lock at a place called 
Tangchiachiao. In 18644 temporary dam 
was built across the river at the same spot 
to enable the bed of the stream to be cleared 
out and was subsequently allowed to remain, 
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at the instance of the people of Chiating, 
notwithstanding a protest on the part of 
the thabitants of Paoshan, who objected 
to the hindrance it would cause to the 
trattic between the two places. The dis- 
tauce between the weir in question and 
the outlet of the creek at Paoshan is 24 li, 
the breadth of the creek varying from 80 to 
150 feet, with a uniform depth of 11 feet, 
Since the lock at Chiatiny was done away 
with, the current has becoue so sluggish 
that the creek is silting up more rapidly 
than ever and the ditches on both banks 
are visibly being converted into dry land. 
Regarded from the stand-point of the in- 
habitants of Paoshan the continued exist- 
ence of the weir tends to deprive that dis- 
trict of water for irrigation purposes, and 
is an obstacle to the trathe by boat, whilst on 
the other hand it may be urged that, as far 
as Chiating 1s concerned, the weir has a 
beneficial effect in arresting the tidal cur- 
rent and at the same time impeding the 
outtiow of the fresh water coming down 
from the Taiho lake. In time of flood, how- 
ever, it prevents the waters from finding a 
sufficiently free exit, even with the help of 
the neighbouring creeks, and the districts 
of Kunshan and Hsinyang suffer in conse- 
quence. Having due reyard to the whole 
water-system of the province, the Governor 
has come to the conclusion that, as origin- 
ally proposed, the old lock should be re- 
stored in place of the present weir, thus 
removing an obstacle which now blocks an 
important water-way. He proposes further 
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to leave standing for the present the dam , 


recently thrown across the river when its 
bed was being cleared out, at Huangnitang 
near its eastern outlet. This will serve to 
keep the tidal current in check, the free 


egress of the upper waters being duly | 


provided for by means of a canal to 
be cut from the inner side of the dam, 
and connecting with a creek running into 
the river beyond it, both the dam and 
the lock at Chia-ting being opened in time 
of flood or shut according to circumstances. 
This scheme has the two-fold advantage 
that neither drought nor floods need occa- 
sion any anxiety; it has also been favour- 
ably received by the inhabitants of both 
Chiating and Paoshan and is moreover in 
accordance with the views of the Censor. 
The alternative suggested by the latter of 
removing the lock to Heichiaok‘ou, close 
to the outlet of the Yiintsao, is pronounced 
to be quite impracticable, the breadth of 
the river there being over 600 feet, so that, 
apart from the enormous labour and expesen 
involved, it would be impossible to con- 
struct a lock capable of withstanding the 
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constant action of the tides. The further 
question of the dredging of important 
points on the Woosung River will be dealt 
with by the Governor of Kiangsu ot sume 
future dute. 

22nd July. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON THE EMPEROR’S 
BIRTH-DAY. 


The Board of Ceremonies having re- 
quested His Majesty's instructions with 
reyard to the petition of « number of ex- 
officials and elders of the people praying to 
be allowed to present their humble con- 
gratulations to His Majesty on the occasion 
of his approaching 20th birthday, His 
Majesty is now pleased to signify his assent 
to their request and directs that they be 
formed into a separate procession to follow 
that of the corps of ofticials. 


ACTS OF EXTORTION AND FALSE IMPRISON- 
MENT BY OFFICIAL IMPOSTOR AT CANTON. 


The only other document in this day’s 
Gazette is a lengthy memorial from the 
high authorities of the Canton province, 
reporting the trial of a petty expectant 
oficial named Wang Shou-ling and several 
of his confederates for various acts of 
extortion and wrongful imprisonment com- 
mitted under cover of a fictitious and self- 
assumed authority. The following is a 
brief summary of the case. In 1887 Wang 
Shou-ling made an offer to an acquaintance 
of his named Cheng Jui-fan, who was con- 
nected with the police force, to render aid 
gratuitously in the arrest of criminals, on 
condition that he should in due course be 
recommended by his friend for promotion. 
Being short-handed at the time Cheng 
accepted this offer, and Wang then assumed 
the title of Assistant Deputy and got two 
of his friends to join him in the enterprise. 
As, however, they had no funds to start with, 
the three. privately arranged among them- 
selves that only in serious cases should any 
criminals they might capture be handed 
over to justice, all minor offenders being re- 
leased on payment of a ‘‘fine.” A number of 
braves were hired and the necessary arrange- 
ments made for the conduct of operations 
onshore, and having engaged a boat andcrew 
Wang Shou-ling himself proceeded to patrol 
the coast in the neighbourhood of Macao. 
His first performance was the seizure of an 
honest and unoffending fisherman whom he 
knew to be well off, and anxious to avoid 
getting into trouble. Having arrested this 
man on a charge of piracy, Wang threatened 
to send him to the authorities at Canton 
unless he paid the sum of $1,000; but was 
finally induced to accept $100 as a firat in- 
stalment, and let him go. Not long after, 
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having heard of a dispute between two land- 
owners in the Hsiangshan district, close to 
the coast, Wang professed tosuspect piratical 
doings and accordingly proceeded thither to 
investigate the matter. In the end, two 
men were arrested and handed over toCheng 
Jui-fan, who, ignorant of the fact that they 
had been apprehended on a_ totally un- 
founded charge, detained them in custody 
at Canton. In a third case a native of 
Hsiangshan was seized on a groundless 
accusation of abducting a woman, but 
whilst he was being forwarded to the pro- 
vincial capital the authorities got wind of 
Wang’s proceedings and caused him and 
his confederates to be arrested and brought 
to trial. As some of these had been at 
Canton the whole time it was not easy to 
prove their complicity in the affair, but in 
the end the facts above related were ad- 
mitted by all the accused. For bringing a 
false and malicious charge against an in- 
nocent individual—that being the gravest 
count in the indictment against Wang 
Shou-ling—and taking the most rigorous 
view of his case, he has been sentenced to 
be banished to the Amur province, and to 
be put to hard labour there. Two of his 
accomplices receive similar sentences of 
banishment, and though none of the three 
are necessarily excluded by the nature of 
their crime from the benetit of the Act of 
Grace proclaimed last year, yet con- 
sidering the gravity of their offence they 
will not be allowed to participate in the 
benefit thereof. Though it was not prov- 
ed that Cheng Jui-fan was privy to the 
scheme of extortion, he none the less acted 
in a most culpable manner in not rejecting 
Wang's offer on the spot. He has already 
been cashiered and will now be sent back 
to his native place and put under the strict 
supervision of the authorities there.—Jte- 
ferried to the Board of Punishments, 


20rd July. 


DONATION OF TLS. 15,000 FOR ENLARGING 
THE FOOCHOW EXAMINATION HALL. 

The Viceroy at Foochow has had referred 
to him by the Governor of Formosa an 
application from the Changhua magistrate 
praying that the degree of chii-jen, with the 
privilege of competing at the Metropolitan 
examinations may be conferred upon a 
native of that district named Shih Chung- 
ch‘en, who has subscribed Tls. 15,000 to- 
wards the expense of providing increased 
accommodation in the examination enclo- 
sure at Foochow. Memorialist is informed 
by the Acting Treasurer that a similar 
case occurred in 1854, when a private 
gentleman who had contributed some 
lls. 14,000 in aid of military require- 
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ments was rewarded for his liberality by 
having the degree of chii-jen bestowed upon 
him. In view of the munificence of the 
present donation memorialist begs that the 
question of reward for so public-spirited 
anact may now be taken into consideration. 
— Referred by rescript tothe consideration of 
the Board concerned. 


GRADUATE CASHIERED FOR KEEPING AN 
OPIUM-SHOP. 

In a supplementary Memorial the Viceroy 
at Foochow denounces a chii-jen graduate 
named Yeh Ta-ken for keeping an opium- 
shop, and requests that he may be immedi- 
ately stripped of his degree. Not content 
with being the owner of the low-class con- 
cern above mentioned, such as no one with 
any sense of self-respect would think of 
being connected with, Yeh ‘l'a-ken recent- 
ly had the effrontery to openly appear as 
prosecutor ina case of disturbance which 
took glace at his divan some few months 
ago, and in the course of which the 
doors, windows and most of the fur- 
niture in the place were smashed, and 
% quantity of opium-pipes, lamps, etc., 
carried off. He thus stands self-convicted 
of the offeuce with which he is now charged, 
a public disgrace to his order. Memorialist 
therefore requests that he may be stripped 
of his degree forthwith, further enquiry 
being made as to the origin of the distur- 
bance above referred to—Sanctioned by 1e- 
script, 

TABLET FOR TEMP! E AT TARBAGATAI. 

The Military Assistant-Governor at Tar- 
bagatai requests that a tablet and title may 
be bestowed on the Féng Shén Temple 
(Temple to the God of the Winds), the 
presiding deity of which has at all times 
manifested in the most unmistakeable 
manner its divine powers in answer to 
prayer. The locality, memorialist states, is 
one much feared by travellers on account 
of the dangerous storms that prevail there, 
both men and horses being not infrequently 
swept away by the violence of the gusts of 
wind. During the last few years however 
this peril has entirely abated. In 1888 
and 1889 when the crops were menaced by 
drought, refreshing showers were at once 
vouchsafed in response to the prayers 
offered up by memorialist and his subordi- 
nates, and the threatened dearth was 
converted into a plenteous harvest. During 
the present spring again ninety per cent. 
of the population were attacked by an 
epidemic but the majority made a complete 
recovery aS soon as prayers had been 
offered up. In thankfulness for the mer- 
cies thus shewn them the gentry and 





elders of Tarbagatai have now petitioned 
memorialist to bring these facts to the 
notice of the Throne, together with the 
above request for the grant of a tablet and 
honorific title.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


24th July. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Fu-shan is gazetted Prefect of Kiungchow 
in Hainan. 


LOSS OF LIFE IN PEKING, CONSEQUENT ON 
THE RECENT HEAVY RAINS. 

The Office of Gendarmerie having reported 
the loss of 16 lives by the collapse of dwell- 
ing-houses in Peking, in consequence of 
the recent heavy rains there, His Majesty 
commands that compassionate grants be 
issued by that office to the surviving rela- 
tives of the victims. Any further cases that 
may be brought to light are to be similarly 
reported and dealt with. 


THIEVES CAUGHT IN PEKING, 


APPLICATION FOR REWARDS TO POLICE 
OFFICERS AND OTHERS CONCERNED. 


The Censor K‘uei-nien, who is Super- 
intendent of Police for the Southern Divi- 
sion of Peking, submits an application for 
rewards to several officers and private in- 
dividuals instrumental in effecting the 
capture of a number of noted robbers and 
burglars, who have for some time past been 
committing depredations in the capital and 
its vicinity. —Hescript already published. 


ACCOUNTS ON CHANGE OF SUPERINTENDENT 
OF IMPERIAL FACTORY AT SOOCHOW. 


Yii-hsiu, the newly-appointed Director of 
the Imperial manufactory at Soochow, who 
has already reported the date on which he 
took over the seals of office, now states 
further that the total of the balances under 
various headings handed over to him by 
his predecessur Wen-lin, amounts to Ts. 
18, 344.3.5.7., corresponding with the funds 
actually lying in the Treasury.—Rerscript : 
Let the Bourd of Revenue take note. 


25th July. 
REPAIRS TO IMPERIAL TOMBS IN MANCHURIA. 


At the instance of the Military Governor 
of Shéengking. His Majesty commands the 
Imperial Astronomers to select an auspi- 
cious day during the 6th moon of the pre- 
sent year for conmmencing repairs to certain 
tombs of the Emperor's ancestors near 
Shéngking, viz :—the Mausolea known as 
the Yurng-ling Fu-ling. The Military Go- 
vernor and Board of Works at Moukden 
will reverently commence vperaticns on the 
date fixed, due notice of which is to. be 
communicated to them beforeband. 
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ENQUIRY INTO STATE OF AFFAIRS AT KIRIN, 


Lin-shu, who was recently appointed on 
the commission of enquiry to investigate 
affairs at Kirin having applied for leave of 
absence on the plea of ill-health, is granted 
a congé of ten days, Ching-hsin being nomin- 
ated in his place. 


WORSHIP ON EMPEROR’S BIRTHDAY AND ON 
THE FIRST DAY OF AUTUMN. 


A decree in answer to a memorial from 
the Court of Sacrificial Worship, appoint- 
ing K‘uei-pin as the high officer who is to 
conduct the worship in the Yat Mao 
(Hall of Imperial Ancestry), on the 13th 
August, on the occasion of the Emperor’s 
birthday. 

In asecond decree His Majesty announces 
his intention of proceeding in person to 
worship at the Great Ancestral Hall on the 
15th August next, being the 1st day of the 
1st month of autumn. Three high officers 
are appointed tu officiate in the rear and 
side halls. 


CASE OF FRATRICIDE IN CHIHLI. 


The following case of fratricide is re- 
ported by the Governor-General of Chihli. 
A deaf and dumb man named Shao, living 
in the Wuch‘iang district, was the owner of 
apiece of land some ten mow in extent. 
Being unmarried, his younger brother Shao 
San-to wanted him to adopt ason of his, 
but the elder brother refused and a cool- 
ness ensued between them in consequence. 
In the autumn of 1889, Shao San-to was 
going to a neighbouring fair with a friend 
named Chang, and on the way they began 
to talk about their poverty. Bethinking 
himself of his elder brother’s refusal to 
adopt his son, and fearing lest he should 
adopt some other member of the clan, and 
thus put an end to his chances of ever 
getting the property, Shao San-to con- 
ceived the design of securing it by | 
taking his brother’s life. Having broached 
the idea to Chang and talked the matter 
over, the latter agreed to help him for 
& pecuniary consideration, and it was 
resolved to carry the scheme into execution 
on the first opportunity. Knowing that 
the elder brother was in the habit of visit- 
ing his fields to see that no damage was 
being done to the ywung crops by stray 
cattle, the pair laid their plans accordingly. 
One evening after dark Shao the younger 
went to his brother’s house and, explaining 
to him by signs that some cattle had got on 
to his fields, inveigled him out of the village 
to where Chang was lying in wait with a 
gun. Coughing to attract his attention Shao 
San-to stepped on one side and Chang fired 
killing the victim on the spot. The corpse 
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waa then dragged away and left on a field 


belonging to a neighbour with whom Shao 
San-to was on bad terms, in order to get 
him into trouble. Here it was found the 
next morning, and an enquiry was held 
by the Magistrate leading to the arrest 
of the murderers, who, having in due 
course been brought to trial finally made 
a full and unreserved confession of their 
crime. The statutory penalty in the 
case of Shao San-to is that he be put to 
death by the slow and painful process, his 
accomplice being sentenced to be strangled 
immediately after the trial, as soon as the 
necessary formalities have been complied 
with, the heads of both the criminals being 
moreover exposed as a public warning to 
evil-doers. The former having however 
already died in prison only the last part of 
his sentence can be carried into effect, his 
head being severed from his body and 
forwarded for exposure at the scene of the 
crime. With regard to the murdered man’s 
estate, the heads of his clan have been 
directed to take charge of it pending the 
selection of some one who shall be re- 
cognised as the heir to the property of the 
deceased— Referred by rescript to the Board 
of Punishments for report hereon without 
delay. 
DEFAULTING MAGISTRATE IN ANHUI 
REINSTATED. 


The Governor of Anhui reports that Liu 
Chow, formerly acting Magistrate of the 
Taihu district, who was cashiered for being 
unable to account for a sum of over TIs. 
9,000 received by him as land-tax, etc., 
during the years 1887-1889, has now made 
restitution of the whole sum. The Governor 
accordingly requests that he may now be 
reinstated in his former rank and position. 
—Sanctioned by rescript. 


SHIPWRECKED LIUCHIUANS AT FOOCHOW. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports the 
arrival there of a party of 9 shipwrecked 
Liuchiuans forwarded on by the authorities 
at Ch‘ianchow. From the date of their 
arrival they have each been provided with 
an allowance of one sheng of rice and six 
cash for the purchase of salt and vegetables, 
per diem ; heades which on the day of 
departure for their own country provisions 
for a month will be issued to them together 
with the equivalent value in money of the 
regulation gifts. 

26th July. 
PRAYERS FOR FAIR WEATHER. 


A Decree. Ever since the early part of 
last month heavy rains have fallen in- 
cessantly in Peking and the neighbourhood 
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causing greit damage to the crops and 
property of every kind. We ourselves 
repaired to the Ta Kao Tien to offer up 
incense and deputed several members of the 
Imperial family to visit various other Temples 
for the same purpose, Clear weather ensued 
for a couple of diys, but during the last 
three days there has been a continual 
downpour day and night without the 
least intermission. We are deeply pur- 
plexed and grieved and feel that we ought 
once more to make earnest supplications 
for fair weather. We propose therefore 
proceeding in person tothe Ta Kao Tien 
and Hsiian-jen Temple on the 27th instant 
deputing various Princes and other officers 
to burn incense on the same day at other 
Temples, in the hope that fine weather 
may be vouchsafed and the hearts of the 
people comforted. 


THE YELLOW RIVER IN HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan reports that he 
has undertaken the construction of a num- 
ber of weirs to protect the town of Wén- 
hsiang from the inundations of the Yellow 
River and asks sanction for the expenditure 
of TIs. 120,000 on the work. The district 
of Wénhsiang, he explains, is 60 li distant 
on the east and west respectively from the 
districts of Linpao and T‘ungkuan. On 
the south it is bounded by a ridge of high 
hills, on the north it joins the banks of 
the Yellow River, and the great highway 
of Western Honan passes through it. 
In former days when th: river flowed to 
the north it suffered no harm, but after 
the river changed its course southward 
in the reign of Tao Kuang, the ground 
outside the northern gate of the town 
gradually subsided. Ten years ago the 
magistrate of the district obtained permis- 
sion to erect a new inner wall to the town 
on the north-west, making the old and outer 
wall do duty as a protection against the 
ravages of the river. Five or six years 
later both these walls were swept away by 
the water and two rows of buildings at the 
back of the magistrate’s office were laid in 
ruins. Every year considerable expense 
has been incurred in driving in stakes and 
filling up the ground with stones to tide 
over the danger of the moment. During the 
last year or two the whole volume of the 
current has flowed past the town, causing 
great destruction to buildings and property 
on the northern side, It having been found 
absolutely necessary to devise some perma- 
nent remedy for this state of things, a com- 
mission composed of the Intendant of the 
Ho-shan Ju circuit and a number of other 
officials visited the locality and suggested, 


Jury 26 —28. } 


ee er a = se: 


as the only effectual way of meeting the 
difficulty, the construction of ten , weirs, 
one of which is to be placed at the Kaopo 
rapid for the purpose of diverting the 
course of the river in a northerly direction. 
Stone is hard to procure in the neighbour- 
hood, and what with the cost of transport, 
the wages of stonecutters who will have 
to be imported from a distance, and 
other expenses connected with the con- 
struction of the weirs, it is estimated 
that Tls. 120,000 is the lowest figure for 
which the work can be completed. The 
only available fund that can be drawn upon 
for the purpose consists of the land-tax 
receipts in the treasury of the Grain In- 
tendant, and as the matter affects the lives 
and well-being of several tens of thousands 
of people, the Governor trusts that he may 
be authorised to appropriate the sum re- 
quired for the purpose from the source 
indicated above.—Sunctioned by Heseript. 


SUPPLY OF FOREIGN FIRE ARMS FOR GRAIN 
TRANSPORT SERVICE. 


The Director-General of the Grain Trans- 
port enlarges upon the usefulness of foreign 
firearms, of which he proposes to issue an 
increased supply to the soldiers under his 
command at Ch‘ing-chiang to enable them 
to cope more effectively with the brigands 
in the districts north of the Yangtze, 
most of whom are now armed with these 
weapons. The naval part of the service 
which is charged with preventive work 
would derive additional prestige from 
the possession of firearms of modern pat- 
tern. A requisition for such weapons has 
been made to the Viceroy at Nanking and 
on their receipt the Governor promises to 
see that the troops are duly exercised in 
target practice in order that they may be 
able to give a good account of themselves 
if confronted with an enemy.— 4 pproved by 
Rescript. 

27th July. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Ming-k ‘uci having retired from the public 
service on the ground of ill health, Chung- 
jui has been appointed his successor as 
Deputy Lieutenant-General at Chapoo. 


DENUNCIATION OF OFFICIALS. 


Lu Ch‘uan-lin, the new Governor of 
Shensi, denounces two officers who appear 
to him to be no lounger fit for occupying 
positions of trust. ‘the magistrate of the 
Ch‘ao-yi district has fallen into vicious and 
indolent ways, and has watched year after 
year the imminent danger to which a por- 
tion of his district has for some time past 
been exposed by the encroachments of the 
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Yellow River and the River Lo without 


reporting the matter and devising some 
remedy to stop the wischief. It was only 
during the present spring when the strip 
of land separating the two rivers had been 
reduced in places to little more than a chang 
in breadth thatthe magistrate was eventually 
aroused from his lethargy and induced to 
draw attention to the subject. Very shortly 
afterwards he handed in his resignation on 
the plea that his mother’s death necessitated 
his retirement. There being reason to be- 
lieve that the story of his mother’s death 
was false, he was asked to produce the 
home letter which conveyed the intelligence, 
but pleaded the worry and excitement of 
the moment as an excuse for not complying 
with this request. The Governor suggests 
that he should be cashieved and intimates 
hisintention of making enquiriesthrough the 
Governor of Hunan, the delinquent’s native 
province, as to the truth of the statement 
alleged for his hasty departure from Shensi. 
The second ofticer denounced is an expectant 
Sub-Prefect, named Li Micn-hsien who was 
entrusted with the collection of the likin: 
revenue in the province. Instead of acting 
in accordance with the established practice, 
he exacted sundry squeezes from the peo- 
ple, started a trattic on his own account in 
native opium, and indulged in shameless 
abuses of all kinds for which degradation 
is the least penalty that he dceserves.— 
Deeree issued separately. 
28th July. 


HONORARY PORTAL TO PARENTS OF THE 
GRAND SECRETARY, CHANG CUIH-WAN. 
Chang Chih-wan having contributed Tls. 

1,000 towards the relief of the distress 
caused by the recent floods in the neigh- 
bourhood of Peking, he has received the 
Emperor's permission, conveyed to him 
through the Grand Council, to erect an 
honorary portal to the memory of his 
parents whose dying injunctions prompted 
the present benevolent act on the part of 
their son. 

GOVERNOR OF IIUPEH REPORTS ASSUMPTION 

OF OFFICE, 

T’an Chi-hsiin, the new Governor of 
Hupeh, reports having entered upon the 
duties of his office on the 7th June last. 
After having been honoured with audience 
on two occasions during his visit to Peking 
he started for his new post, travelling by 


steamer first to Shanghai and thence up 


the Yangtze. A native of Hunan, whose 
scant abilities have secured him much 
higher office than he deserves, he feels the 
heavy responsibility attaching to the office 
of Governur of such an important province 


— 


as Hupch. All hecan hope to do is to 


carry out strictly the advice tendered to 
him by his sovereign and use his utmost 
endeavours to administer good government, 
giving a loyal support to the Viceroy in 
the consideration of the various questions 
that come before them. 


29th July. 


THE GREAT FLOUDS IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD 
OF PEKING. 

A decree. When the recent heavy rains 
occurred in the neighbourhood of the 
Capital, causing great destruction to crops 
and house property, We commanded the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture 
and his colleagues to lose no time in furnish- 
ing Us with arepvurt on the extent of the 
distress. A memorial which We have now 
received from the Governor states that the 
whole country lying south, east and west 
of the city has suffered very severely. In the 
districts and departments of Kuan, Liang- 
hsiang, Fangshan, T‘ungchow and “hunyi, 
the land is under water and whole villages 
-have in some cases been swept away, the 
loss of life and property being immense. 
Officers have been sent to the various 
districts to enlist the sympathies of the 
gentry in devising measures for relieving 
the distress, and it is asked that soup 
kitchens, supplied with food from the public 
funds, may be opened to feed the people. 
Our heart is deeply touched with the sudden 
disaster which has befallen Our people and 
We hereby sanction the establishment of 
soup kitchens outside the six gates of the 
Outer City, as well as at Sunho, Tingfu 
Chuang, Ts‘aiyii Chén, Huang 1Ts‘un, 
P‘angko Chuang, and Lukou Ch‘iav, for 
the supply of which We authorise in 
the first instance the issue of 15,000 
piculs of grain from the Metropolitan gran- 
aries. The Board of Revenue will provide 
Tls. 2,000 for the working expenses of these 
establishments. 

We have had the honour to receive the 
commands of the Empress Dowager ex- 
pressing the intense anguisl: which in the 
seclusion of her retirement Her Majesty 
feels for the suffering people. Her Majesty 
has contributed Tls. 50,000 from her pri- 
vate savings which the Governor and his 
colleagues are to administer in alleviating 
the existing distress, and it will be the 
duty of these officers to see that the miser- 
able people reap the benefit of the Imperial 
bounty and that it does not go to enrich 
the official underlings. It is Our desire that 
the state of things in Miyiin, HWuaijou, 
and the other districts from which no re- 
perts have yet been received should he 
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investigated without delay and that the 
result should be communicated to Us in a 
separate memorial. Officers have already 
been deputed to distribute relief in Tung- 
an, Wuch‘ing and the adjoining neigh- 
bourhood. It is proposed to use the Go- 
vernment grain vessels and rafts improvised 
for the purpose in furnishing supplies to 
the country outside the Yungting and 
Nanhsi Gates of the City, and We com- 
mand that the management of the enter- 
prise be entrusted to competent ofticials who 
will see that none of the distressed people 
remain homeless. To the other proposals 
in the Governor’s memorial We accord our 
sanction, 


CHARITABLE DONATION TO PEKING BANNER- 
MEN. 


The Emperor has ordered the issue of an 


“extra month’s allowance to all the Banner- 


men in the Capital to assist them in tiding 
over the distress caused by the recent 
heavy rains. 


THE CELEBRATION OF THE EMPEROR'S 
TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY. 


In accordance with the precedent estab- 
lished in the second year of the reign of 
Tao Kuang, the Vice-Presidents of Boards 
who have been invited to the theatrical 
entertainment on the Emperor’s twentieth 
birthday, as also the Members of the Han- 
lin and several other Educational Depart- 
ments, are to be allowed, irrespective of 
their rank in the Civil Service, to present 
ju-is to His Majesty on this auspicious 
occasion. 


30th July. 


| OFFICIAL CHANGE. 

Sung-shén, the President of the Board 
of Punishments, has been granted a month's 
extension :f leave, his place during his 
temporary absence being filled by Sung- 
kuei, Vice-President of the Board of Civil 
Office. 


OVERFLOW OF THE YUNGTING RIVER. 


The Emperor issues a decree in which 
he acknowledges the receipt of a memorial 
from the Viceroy, Li Hung-chang, report- 
ing the overflowing of the Yungting river, 
or Hunho, as it is more commonly called. 
The Viceroy explained that the river had 
been greatly swollen by the recent heavy - 
rains and had given indications of danger 
on several occasions previously to the 21st 
of July, when a breach measuring 70 or 80 
chang in length occurred in section number 
two on the northern reach of the river. 
As usual, the river authorities are held to 
be blameworthy for not having taken sufh- 
cient precautions beforehand, the Director, 
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Wan P‘ei-yin, and the sub-prefect at. Shih- 
chingshan, near the western hills, being 
both stripped of their rank but left at their 
posts. Similar punishment is visited upon 
the assistant magistrate of Wuch‘ing, and 
Li Hung-chang himself is handed over to 
the Board for the determination of a fitting 
penalty. He is to take immediate steps 
for repairing the breach and relieving the 
distress caused by the overflow, and is to 
take care that no breaches occur through 
negligence in other sections of the river. 


GREAT STORM IN HONAN, 


The Governor of Honan reports the 
occurrence of a great storm which caused 
niuch damage to life and property in the 
Huai-ning district on the afternoon of the 
19th May last. The ternado travelled ina 
south-easterly direction and covered a 
distance of some 20 li in length by two li 
in breath. All the suburbs of the town 
suffered severely and part of the south-east 
corner of the city wall was blown down. 
In five villages in the immediate vicinity 
9,193 chien of house property were demol- 
ished, 26 people were killed, and three 
others severely injured. The oly other 
district in the province which felt the 
effects of the storm is Shang-shui, where 
five people were killed and a goud number 
of hovels blown down. Arrangements have 
been made for accommodating the house- 
less people in mat sheds and for providing 
them with the necessaries of life until they 
can rebuild their dwellings. 


dist July. 
MURDER IN TURKESTAN. 


The Acting Governor of Turkestan re- 
ports a case of murder which occurred in 
Turfan, It appears that the murderer, 
Ho Ping-t‘ing, bore a grudge against a man 
named Wu Ying-chiian owing to the refusal 
of the latter to lend him a sum of money to 
help him out of his distress, and resolved to 
take his life. The case was investigated in 
the first instance by the acting sub-prefect 
of Turfan who had made the arrest, and 
the accused was conimitted by him for 
trial, but in consequence of the prisoner's 
evidence being of a contradictory nature 
the case was afterwards referred to the 
Prefect of Tihuafu fot adjudication. 

The Prefect tried the case conjointly 

‘with a‘deputy from the local criminal court 

and referred it to the Taotai of the Chén-ti 
circuit, who was also acting Provincial 
Judge, and it was eventually forwarded by 
that officer to memorialist. 

It came out in evidence at the trial that 
the accused, Ho Ping-ting, a native of Sze- 





—chuan, was a dangerous character who had 


come to Turfan in search of employment. 
He was a fellow-townsman and an acquain- 
tance of the deceased, with whom he had 
been on good terms, but getting into debt 
with him to the extent of six taels he re- 
quested a man named Ch‘én to be security 
for him fora loan of fifty taels wherewith to 
pay off his debts. The deceased however 
would not consent to make the Joan, and 
pressed Ho to pay him what he already 
owed him. Ho, who, it appears, was being 
hard pressed by his other creditors, abused 
the deceased for his meanness, and thinking 
merely to involve Wu in trouble he took a 
dose of opium and quartered himself in the 
house of the deceased. Hisnefarious design, 
however, was frustrated by the villagers 
who, getting wind of the occurrence, suc- 
ceeded in saving the man’s life. Some time 
afterwards when in a state of intoxication 
the accused happened to pass by Wu’s 
house. The remembrance of the grudge he 
bore the latter took possession of him and 
he resolved to burn down his house. With 
this end in view he piled up mats and other 
things in front of Wu’s door and proceeded 
to set them on fire. The flames were seen 
by -the village watchmen, who promptly 
extinguished them, but theconflagration was 
attributed to the act of a drunken man and 
Ho was not arrested. He fell into dis- 
grace, however, with his fellow-townsmen 
and not being able to obtain employment 
his resentment towards the deceased in- 
creased from day to day until he eventually 
made up his mind to take Wu’s life. 

Not long afterwards his victim one day 
passed in front of his house, and Ho armed 
himself with a knife and lay in wait for him 
at the entrance of the lane. A struggle 
ensued and the deceased received numerous 
wounds about his body. He was rescued 
in an exhausted state and handed over to 
his son, his assailant Ho succeeding in 
making good his escape. Wu did not 
survive his wounds and Ho was arrested 
and brought before memorialist for trial. 
According to the penal code any person 
found guilty of plotting the death of 
another is adjudged worthy of decapita- 
tion. 

In the present instance not only was the 
accused guilty of murder, but he also 
merited punishment in a minor degree for 
his attempt at incendiarism, and memo- 
rialist after hearing the case sentenced him 
to’ death, his execution to be carried out in 
the ensuing autumn. 

The records of the case, including the 
condemned man’s confession, are submitted 
for revision by the Board of Punishments. 
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RENOVAL OF A NATIVE ADMINISTRATOR IN 
YUNNAN. 

Wang Wén-shao, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan, reports the arrest and decapita- 
tion of a man named Chang T'‘ien-hsi 
who fur many years has been known as a 
rebel and as having wrongfully assumed 
the position of administrator of one of the 
local tribes. ‘Chang T‘ien-hsi and his 
father before him were rebellious spirits 
who feared nothing. They usurped the 
position of Administrator of the P‘ei 
Shéng district in Yiinnan and, setting the 
laws at defiance, they oppressed and har- 
assed the people. The provincial authori- 
ties had frequently sent troops to compass 
their arrest, but they were invariably met 
by opposing bands Jed by Chang T‘ien-shi 
and his father, who thereby evinced 
their rebellious spirit. Early in the pre- 
sent year, however, the memorialist again 
despatched troops into the district and 
many of the rebel band were captured, in- 
cluding the ringleader Chang. T‘ien-shi, 
who suffered the extreme penalty of the 
law. In this manner the district has been 
tranquillised. 

The successful termination of the expedi- 
tion by Wang Wen-shaoand these associated 
with him calls for special recognition, and 
the names of those worthy of distinction 
should be submitted to the Throne. 
utmost care should be exercised in the 
choice of names, The other proposals 
contained in the memorial are sanctioned. 


Ist August. 
No papers of interest. 
August 2nd. 


FLOODS IN CHIHLI. 

(Abstract of Memorials). Among the 
memorials for which no space can be found 
for publication is one from Li Hung-chang, 
the Governor-General of Chihli, on the 
subject of the recent inundations in the 
country round Tientsin. His Majesty in 
reply commands the Viceroy to see that the 
Tls, 60,000 set apart for the relief of the 
sufferers are faithfully and promptly distri- 
buted by his subordinates, and further calls 
upon him to report as soon as possible, 
giving details of the breach in the banks of 
the Yungting river, and the consequent 
state of affairs in the adjacent districts. 


BREACH IN THE YELLOW RIVER EMBANK- 
MENTS IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung reports that 
in consequence of a rise in the waters ‘of 
the Yellow River the people’s embankment 
at Kaochiatao in the Ch‘iho district has 
given way, and requests that all the re- 
sponsible officials both civil and military, 
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himself included among the number, may 
be punished accordingly. The embank- 
ment in question was in course of being 
repaired, but before the work could be 
completed a heavy storm occurred on the 
7th and 8th of July last, during which the 
waves, lashed by the violence of the wind, 
caused the collapse of over 300 feet of the 
actual embankment. The officials con- 
cerned have absolutely no excuse whatever 
for their failure in taking immediate steps 


to ensure the safety of the work. His 


Majesty therefore commands that Captain 
Chang Peng-i and the expectant Magis- 
tates Liu Shih-hsiang and Fu Shan-pao be 
at once cashiered, and that the Taotai 
Shang-ta, for his omission to take the 
necessary measures of precaution, be handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
a fitting penalty, as likewise the Governor 
of Shantung. ‘lhe latter is positively com- 
manded to see to the immediate closing of 
the breach, and that no further accidents 
occur in other parts. The several sections 
of the embankments in the upper and lower 
reaches of the river which have shown 
signs of giving way, are to be immediately 
strengthened by the officials responsible 
for their safety ahd made perfectly stable 
and secure. 


EXACTIONS BY HIGH OFFICIALS TRAVELLING 
ON GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 

In reply to a memorial from the Censor 

Ho Fu-kun denouncing the practice of ex- 

acting supplies, &c., e route, prevailing 


| among high officials sent on missions con- 


nected with the performance of sacrificial 
functions of state, His Majesty observes 
that it is the bounden duty of all such 
officials to approach thir task in a rever- 
ential frame of mind and on no account to 
harass or oppress the people in any way. 
If it is true that, as asserted by the Censor, 
the officers recently despatched to Honan 
and Shensi ou missions of this nature, have 
allowed themselves to make unwarranted 
demands upon the inhabitants, regardless 
of their welfare, this reveals the existence 
of a most disgraceful state of things. All 
ofticers of this class are therefore positively 
enjoined for the future to display a stead- 
fast integrity of purpose, and not allow 
themselves under cover of their oftice to be 
led into the commission of offences of the 
kind referred to. Any cases of misconduct | 
of this nature will unfailingly be visited 
with exemplary and condign punishment. 


CONVEYANCE OF TREASURE FROM KANSU TO 
ILI. 

The Board of Revenue having objected, 

on the ground of expense, to the numbe«, 
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and rank of the officers sent by the Kansu 
uuthorities in charge of remittances from 
that province to Chinese Turkestan, and 
desired that the rules in force for the con- 
veyance of treasure within the 18 provinces 
—bya single officer of the rank of Sub- 
Prefect—be adhered to for the future, the 
Governor-General of the Shenkan pro- 
vinces replies, maintaining that the circum- 
stances of the two cases are so entirely dif- 
ferent that no comparison can properly be 
instituted between them. He points out 
that the distance from Kansu to []i is over 
4,600 li, and that the boxes of treasure, 
which generally number between two and 
three hundred, have to be constantly 
checked and counted ew rote, so that it 
would obviously be impossible for any one 
single individual to keep an eye on them 
all. Civilians moreover are less capable of 
enduring the fatigues of such a journey 
than military officers, and there is nv doubt 
that officials of the regulation rank of sub- 
prefect or assistant sub-prefect could not 
under any circumstances look after the 
treasure in an efficient manner, for the 
simple reason that they are not accompani- 
ed by a sufliciently large retinue. On this 
account memorialist’s predecessors have 
generally sent military officers of compar- 
atively high rank, such as_ Brigade- 
Generals and Colonels. The instructions 
of the Board originate doubtless in a 
desire to avoid the extra expense entailed 
by the larger retinues of ofticers of the 
higher rank. The resulting economy could 
however be but trifling as compared with 
the additional risk thereby incurred, and 
in memorialist’s opinion it would be. highly 
inexpedient to run this risk merely for the 
sake of a rigid adherence to the letter of 
the regulations. That the present system 
does not entail any very excessive expendi- 
ture is evident from the fact that, after 
payment of all charges in connection with 
the conveyance of specie to Ili during the 
last two years, there still remains a balance 
in hand out of a sum of Tls. 40,000 voted 
for the purpose in 1888. Under these cir- 
cumstances, memorialist submits that the 
proposed alteration is both inexpedient 
and unnecessary. —4 pproved by rescript. 


ord August. 
RETURN OF CUSTOMS DUTIES AT HUAI-AN. 


The annual assessment of the Huai-an 
Customs, including the stations at Suchien 
and Haichou, was originally fixed at 
Ts. 254,363.6.0.2 to which a supplemen- 
tary levy of Tls. 110,000 was subsequently 
added, making a total of Tls. 364,363.6.0.2. 
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The Superintendent reports that during 
the year ending 29th April last Tis. 


| 37,664.5.9.7 were collected at Huai-an 
' whilst the Suchien and Haichou oftices 
: yielded a revenue of Tls. 3,639.0.5.5 and 


Tls. 507.4.0.6 respectively. ‘The total cul- 
lection thus amounted to TIs 41,811.0.5.8 
shewing a deficit on the double assessment 
of Tls. 322,552.5.4.4. Exclusive of the 
above there was a collection of Tls. 14.2.1.8 
upon tea at Huai-an and of Tis. 206.0.8.2 
on account of. shipping dues at Haichou 
whilst a sum of Tls. 14,239.1.4.9 had to be 
deducted froin the proceeds of the total 
collection to supplement the allowance for 
workiny expenses. 

In explanation of the present large deficit 
the superintendent points out, as on pre- 
vious occasions, that, whereas in former 
days Huai-an was a great entrepdt of trade 
between North and South, its importance 
has greatly diminished since the opening 
of the Treaty ports to foreign trade with 
the result that the Customs receipts have 
shewn a continuous failing-off. The staple 
source of revenue is derived from beans 
and bean-cake from the districts of Hsii- 
chow and Pichow but these articles 
are now mostly exported overland by way 
of Chingchow and other routes. ‘The 
harvest of beans and cereals was also very 
poor last autumn so that little of this pro- 
duce passed throughthe Huai-an Customs 
entailing a corresponding diminution in 
the receipts. The continual encroach- 
ment of the Transit Pass system forms 
another factor to which the steady falling 
off in the collection is to be ascribed, and 
though memorialist has done his utmost: to 
counteract the effects of these prejudicial 
influences, it is unfortunately beyond his 
power to alter the natural course of events. 
The present year nevertheless compares 
favourably with the last, and in considera- 
tion of the fact that the deficit arises from 
causes which, as is well known, have led 
to a similar decrease in the likin receipts 
of the surrounding areas, memorialist trusts 
that on this as on previous occasions the 
deficit may be allowed to pass. without 
question. 

In a postscript, the superintendent adds 
that having been called upon to furnish 
Tls. 30,000 towards the expenses of the 
Imperial Household for the year 1889, a 
remittance of half that amount was for- 
warded in December last. To enable 
this to be done, however, a sum of 
Tls. 10,000 had to be borrowed from the 
salt-merchants, and a portion of this loan 
amounting to Tls. 2,041.9.8.5, is still out- 
standing. The balance of funds remaining 


in the superintendent’s hands being in- 
sutticient'for this purpose, he proposes to 
pay off the debt out of the receipts fur the 
first quarter of 1890. Further the follow- 
ing remittances. were not furnished for 
want of funds, viz. Tls. 26,000 to the 
southern or Honan portion of the Yellow 
River, ‘Ils. 6.000 to the Imperial House- 
hold for the purchase of ginseng, Tls. 
5,000 for salaries, Tls. 4,000 as food allow- 
ance to the staffs of the various Boards 
and the Grand Secretariat and Tls. 10,000 
due to the gabelle revenue of the Liang 
Huai area. 

(2) Since 1852 the receipts derived from 
two items known as maintenance allowance 
and confiscation fines have been expended 
on Government account, in the payment of 
rewards for the detection of smuggling and 
similar purposes. The sums realised under 
these heads during the past year amounted 
to Tls. 682.8.8.5 and Tls. 983.5.7.9. re- 
spectively, the whole of which has been 
expended in the manner prescribed by the 
regulations. The allowance for the Huai-an 
establishment is fixed at Tls. 10,000, but of 
this only ‘Ils. 892.8 have been actually 
spent in the payment of salaries. 


August 4th. 
FLOODED CONDITION OF THE CAPITAL. 


By a decree issued this day His Majesty 
instructs the Board of Works and Office of 
Gendarmerie to consider and report upon a 
scheme submitted by the Censor Chow Ta- 
lin for draining off the accumulations of 
rain-water in the capital. 


FLOODS IN CHIHLI: ISSUE OF FURTHER 
RELIEF. 


In view of the calamitous nature of the 
floods in the country round Tientsin, His 
Majesty has already sanctioned a proposal 
from the Viceroy Li Hung-chang to appro- 
priate ‘I'ls. 60,000 for the immediate relief 
of the most necessitous cases. Considering, 
however, the enormous amount of rainfall, 
the extensive area affected, and the urgent 
demand for food by the starving people, 
for many days to come, His Majesty fears 
that the above amount will prove altogether 
inadequate. He therefore authorises the 
appropriation for purposes of charitable 
relief of 12,700 piculs of millet coming 
from Féngtien and of 36,000 piculs of 
tribute rice from Kiangp:i, as also the 
grant of auxiliary allowances towards the 
cost of local transport of the relief grain. 
The Viceroy is positively commanded to 
see that these charities are faithfully dis- 
tributed by trustworthy officers among the 
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sufferers according to their several neces- 
sities, and that no malpractices of any 
sort are allowed on the part of subordinates 
and underlings. 


CONGRATULATIONS ON EMPEROR’s 20TH 
BIRTHDAY. 


The Board of Ceremonies submit an 
peace from 44 ex-officials, headed by 

o Ming-kao, formerly Brigade General at 
Taiyuan, in Shansi, and 476 aged indivi- 
duals, praying that they may be permitted 
to offer their congratulations to His Majesty 
on the occasion of his 20th birthday, the 
anniversary of which is now at hand. The 
regulations prescribe that on occasions of 
this nature all persons desirous of tendering 
their congratulations must apply through 
the Board of Ceremonies for the’ necessary 
permission of His Majesty, which having 
been granted the petitioners will then be 
drawn up at the proper time outside the 
Palace gates under the superintendence of 
an ofticer of the Court of State Ceremonial. 
This course of procedure was conformed to 
in 1860 on the occasion of the 30th anni- 
versary of the birthday of His late Majesty 
the Emperor Hsien Féng, and memorialists 
now beg to be instructed whether His 
Majesty is disposed to accede to the peti- 
tioners’ request in the present instance. A 
list of the applicants will in such case be 
previously submitted to the Grand Council, 
and when the time comes they will be drawn 
up in line outside the Wuand Tien An 
gates of the Palace and thus afforded 
the wished-for opportunity of presenting 
their congratulations.—LHescript already 
published. 


ARRANGEMENTS FOR SAFETY OF YELLOW 
RIVER BANKS IN SHANTUNG., 


In reporting the arrangements made by 
him for ensuring as far as possible the 
safety of the Yellow River banks during 
the approaching season of heavy freshets, 
the Governor of Shantung refers to his re- 
cent request to be relieved of a portion of 
his excessive burden of responsibility, by 
the transfer to the Director-General of the 
Yellow River of the embankments on the 
upper section of the river, between that 
officer’s present district and the mouth of 
the Grand Canal. The Governor lcarns by 
a despatch from the Grand Council that 
his proposal has been negatived by tlie 
Board of Works, to whom it was referred ; 
and though His Majesty doubtless fully 
recognises the demerits of the present ar- 
rangement, which imposes on the Governor, 
in addition to his other duties, the super- 
intendence of a tract of river-works, over 
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900 li in length, yet in view of thé decision 
now come to, the Governor will refrain 
from troubling His Majesty any further 
on the subject, and will strive to acquit 
himself of his dyty to the best of his 
abilities. 

From Tsaochow to the border of Honan 
is a distance of 300, and fully 580 Iz to 
the provincial capital of Shantung. The 
Governor has already reported the appoint- 
ment of Chung Heng, Intendant of the 
Yen-yi-tsao-chi circuit, to take charge of 
the 200 li of river works in the Tsaochow 
district, aud he proposes now to define 
clearly the limits within which each officer 
is to be held responsible. From Puchow 
to Changchiuchen in the Shouchang dis- 
trict, on the north bank, and on the south 
from Hotse to Shihlipu in the Showchang 
district, is all within the jurisdiction of 
the above official, and he is therefore held 
responsible for the safety of this section of 
the river. From Tunga westwards as far 
as Licheng, on the north, and Changchiu on 
the south side of the river, the Taotai 
Chang Shang-ta is in charge, whilst the 
section between Chiyang and Chenchia- 
chwang in the Liching district on the north, 
and on the south bank from Chitung to 
Hsiuching also in the Liching district, 
is entrusted to the Taotai Li Hsi-chith, 
assisted by the expectant Ll'aotai Shen ‘ling- 
chi. The two embankments below Han- 
chiayuan, and that blocking the old mouth 
of tle river have been placed in charge of 
the Taotai Wei Lun for the present. Though 
this section is very short it is a most im- 
portant one on account of its proximity to 
the sea. Four otticers have been appointed 
whose functions are to exercise a general 
supervision on the upper section of the 
river, and three on the lower. As before, 
two secretaries from the Board vf Civil 
Office and Board of Works act as inspec- 
tors of labour and materials and their 
services will be available in the event 
of any emergency. The number of hands 
employed is to be strictly kept count of 
by the expectant Taotai Li Yi-ching, who 
will see that the full complement is always 
forthcoming. A list of officers entrusted 
with the execution and supervision of 
repairs and of the commanders of thie 
various divisions of troops will be forward- 
ed to the Board for future reference. 
Thus each having his own special duty to 
perform there can be no shifting of respon- 
sibility from one to another, whilst those 
who give evidence of incapacity will be at 
once removed from their posts and un- 
sparingly denounced.—Rescript: Let the 

ourd concerned take note. 
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OFFICIAL DENOUNCED FOR FAULTY WORK ON 
YELLOW RIVER EMBANKMENTS IN 
SHANTUNG. 


Since writing the above the Governor 
learns that a fissure has appeared on the 
face of the embankment at Chiyang, which 
was under repair, in consequence of the 
neglect on the part of the Magistrate of 
that place to carry out his instructions 
with regard to the execution of the 
work. It was entrusted to him owing 
to its extreme importance, the suburbs 
of the district city being in close proximity 
to the banks of the Yellow River, and he 
was directed to use a mixture of clay, sand 
and lime, so as tu ensure strength. This, 
however, he failed to do, with the result as 
above mentioned. The Governor therefore 
requests that the Magistrate, Hu Chung- 
yuan by name, may be deprived of his 
button in the first place, and should he be 
found guilty of having scamped the work 
in any way further measures will be taken 
with a view to his most rigorous punish- 
ment.—Approved by rescript. 


MISCONDUCT OF YELLOW RIVER OFFICIALS. 


The Governor of Shantung denounces 
four officials connected with the Yellow 
River works for various forms of miscon- 
duct. Two are accused of excessive dila- 
toriness and Jaxity in the performance of 
their duties. <A third failed to complete 
the construction of a lock, within the pro- 
per time, and though he had some difficulty 
in procuring the necessary balks of timber 
and blocks of stune, never troubled him- 
self to apply for permission to offer a 
higher. price for these articles, thus display- 
ing an incapacity to rightly appreciate the 
urgency of the case. The fourth, a military 
ofticer in charge of the Hochen division, 
likewise failed to complete certain repairs 
within a proper time and is moreover in 
the habit of delegating his duties to others. 
The two first are to be cashiered and put 
to hard labour at the river works, the 
third is to complete his task within a 
specified period, whilst the fourth has been 
cashiered and sent away.—Approved by 
rescript, 

5th August. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Shén Ying-kuei is appointed Financial 
Commissioner of Fukien aud Formosa in 
the place of Yii Yin-lin, who is allowed to 
retire on the ground of ill-health. 


HONOURS To HIGH OFFICERS OVER SEVENTY 
YEARS OF AGE. 


A decree from His Majesty conferring on 
the Grand Secretaries En-cheng and Chang 


Chih-wan tablets bearing an Tuperial auto- 
graphic inscription, and referring to the 
Board for the award of distinctions on the 
highest possible scale the names of Shang 
Tsung-jui and Ko-meng-a, Tartar Generals 
at tisian and Sulyuancheng. His Ma- 
jesty desires thus to siynalise the occasion 
of his 20th birthday and to mark his 
esteem and regard for his aged ofticers who, 
whilst bearing so lightly the burden of 
their 70 years and upwards, are still able 


aud energetic in the performance of their | 


duties. 


REPORT ON DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE RECENT 
RAINS IN PEKING. 

His Majesty having directed enquiries to 
be made with reference to the damage 
caused by the recent heavy rains at Peking, 
the General Commandant of Gendarmerie 
now reports the result of his investigations. 
In the Tartar city cousiderably more than 
1,000 dwellings have collapsed in each of 
the two divisions into which the city is 
divided, besides innumerable cases of crum- 
bled walls and partially damayved houses. 
In the eastern division three persoris were 
crushed to death by falling buildings, and 
the same number in the western division. 
Outside the city the effects are still more ap- 
parent, particularly in the western suburbs 
in the neighbourhood of the Hsichih Mén. 
Ten individuals are reported as having lost 
their lives, and the number of houses that 
have collapsed is returned at over 2,000. 
Other remote parts are represented as being 
inaccessible on account of the water, so that 
no reports are forthcoming from them. In 
several places portions of the city wall have 
fallen down and the corner towers have also 
suffered to some extent, whilst the bridges, 
archways, official stations, guardhouses and 
other public buildings have all been much 
damaged. Further and fuller details will 
be submitted in due course.—dJtescript al- 
ready tssued, 


SPRING RELIEF IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung gives an 
account of the relief operations carried on 
during the early part of the present year 
in the districts that have suffered most 
severely from the Yellow River floods. 

For several years past the villages situated 
on the south bank of the Yellow River, 
along its lower reaches, have been con- 
stantly flooded, owing to the neglected 
state of the dykes constructed and main- 
tained by the people. 
which suffered most from the inunda- 
tions of last year, many of the lower 
parts of the country remained under 
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water long after the floods had subsided, 
whilst im other places the land was left 
covered with a deposit of sand. ‘The har- 
vest this year has been abundant, but as 
the inhabitants of the subinerged districts 
had uo land to cultivate, they were again 
totally dependent on charity, and the issue 
of relief during the spring months becanie 
a matter of necessity. The Relief Com- 
mittee have consequently been at work in 
18 deparnnents and districts since the end 
of the 2nd month, down to the 28th of 
last month, during which period 762,489 
individuals have been succoured, at an 
No assistance 
was granted in the case of those who 
had been able to sow their crops, as, funds 
being scarce, it was impossible to give help 
indiscriminately to everyone. 

The number of labourers at present enga- 
ged ou the river works is not less than 
200,000, of whom some 70 or 80 per cent 
belong to the distressed population of the 
neighbouring districts, their families being 
thus maintained out of the wayes of their 
labour. 


The Governor adds that the second spring 
crop of wheat is abundant and that the 
people are quietand contented.—Rescript : 
Let the Board of Levene tuke note. 


REMOVAL OF INHABITANTS LIVING BETWEEN 
THE YELLOW RIVER AND ITS 
‘ EMBANKMENTS. 


On the southern bank of the Yellow 
River below Chitung, says the Governor 
of Shantung in a postscript memorial, the 
dykes erected by the people have been so 
neglected for a number of years that more 
than 300 villages on or near the banks of 
the river are constantly flooded. A south- 
ern gentleman named Yen ‘T'so-lin some 
time ago went round all these villages, ad- 
vising the inhabitants to migrate beyond 
the main embankments, the expense of 
such removal beiny provided for by a graut 
of Tls. 10 to each householder. More 
than 2,000 families followed this advice in 
the course of last year, and this year certain 
other private individuals have bought high- 
lying lots of land situated outside the em- 
bankments, for these people to settle on. 
Now that the heavy freshets are at hand 
other families are also successively remov- 
ing, but owing to lack of funds it is un- 
fortunately impossible to deal with them 
all at once. ‘hose families who moved 
first have not yet settled down, whilst 
those who have remained behind are once 
more flooded, so that relief is again re- 
quired in both cases to keep the people 
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wlive, and measures are being take accord- 
ingly by the Relief Committee. —Rescript : 
Noted. 


TRAMWAYS FOR YELLOW RIVER WORKS, 


In a supplementary memorial the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung states that the tramway 
sent him last year by the: Governor of 
Honan was used with signal success for 
carting earth at the breach in the Yellow 
River banks at Changchiu. It was in fact 
in such great request that in March last 
an additional 1,080 chang of tramway-line 
and a number of trucks were procured from 
Tientsin, at a cost of Tls. 10,400, which 
has been defrayed out of the general re- 
pairs fund. 

For carting earth from a distance, and 
in any sudden emergency, the use of tram- 
ways enables the work to be accomplished 
with the greatest ease and rapidity.— 
Rescript; Let the Board of Revenue take 


note, 


REWARDS FOR CHARITABLE DONATIONS 
IN SHANTUNG 


An expectant Taotai named Wang Shou- 
shan having contributed Tls. 3,000 towards 
the charitable relief fund in Shantung, the 
Governor applied for the grant of a button 
of the 2nd rank to the donor, basing his 
application on the precedent of a similar 
case in the province of Anhui. The Board 
objected, however, that this was altogether 
an exceptional case, specially sanctioned 
by His Majesty, and that no other instance 
had ever occured of a button of this grade 
being conferred as a reward for charit- 
able contributions. The Governor now 
argues that considering the liability of 
his province to be visited by severe inunda- 
tions, which necessitate the expenditure of 
enormous sums of money for purposes of 
charitable relief, he thinks it most import- 
ant to hold out to the benevolent and 
afiuent the inducement of substantial re- 
wards for their contributions. He points 
out further that under the regulations 
on the subject of charitable subscriptions 
in the provinces of Kiangsu, Chékiang 
and Anhui, recently drawn up by the 
Viceroy at Nanking, and sanctioned by His 
Majesty, any officer of the rank of Taotai 
holding brevet rank of the 3rd grade, who 
contributes for charitable purposes the 
reduced sum of Tls. 2,700, being one half 
the regulation amount, shall be held 
entitled to a button of the 2nd rank. In 
the present instance the sum subscribed is 
in excess of that required under the regula- 
tions above referred to, and memorialist 
therefore hopes that His Majesty will now 
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sanction the reward originally applied for. 
—Sanctioned by rescript. 


August 6th. 
REPAIRS TO MAUSOLEA AT MOUKDEN. 


The Military-Governor and the Vice- 
President of the Board of Works at Mouk- 
den submit a long list of repairs and re- 
newals required at the Mausolea there 
known as the Yungling and the Fuling. 
The estimated cost of the work, including 
labour and materials, amounts to Tls. 9,899 
odd, and in the event of His Majesty being 
pleased to sanction this outlay, it is re- 
quested that the Imperial Astronomers may 
be called on to select an auspicious day 
during the 6th month of the present year 
for commencing the work.—Rescript issued 
separately. 


REMITTANCES FROM FOOCHOW. 


The Superintendent of Customs at Foo- 
chow has been required to provide the 
following contributions towards the ex- 
penses of the Imperial household during 
the present year, viz.—Tls. 100,000 out of 
the native and Tls. 50,000 out of the foreign 
Customs receipts, one half of these amounts 
to be forwarded before the 6th month, and 
the balance early in the 12th month of the 
year. In accordance with his instructions 
the superintendent remitted in February 
last direct to the Viceroy of Chihli, the sum 
of Tls. 100,000 out of the native Customs 
duties, and he is now forwarding to Peking 
through the native banks an instalment of 
Tis. 25,000 on account of the amount due 
from the foreign Customs. 


7th August. 
DEATH OF NI WEN-WEI, GOVERNOR OF HONAN. 


An Imperial decree issued to-day notices 
the death of Ni Wén-wei, the Governor of 
Honan. The deceased, who had risen from 
the ranks of the Civil Service in the Capital 
through successive stages to the post of 
Governor of a province, had always dis- 
played great diligence in the discharge of 
his high functions, and the intelligence of 
his death has caused great sorrow at Court. 
He is to receive all the posthumous honours 
usually accorded in the case of a Governor, 
and all penalties incurred by him in the 
course of his official career are to be 
remitted. The proper department will also 
report concerning the posthumous awards 
to which he is entitled. 

SHIPWRECKED LIUCHUANS IN CHEKIANG. 

The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
rescue of eleven shipwrecked Liuchuan 
mariners by a Government cruiser belong- 
ing to the Yiihuan division. Their junk, 
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although waterlogged and a perfect wreck, 
being apparently on the point of founder- 
ing when fallen in with, was taken in tow 
and successfully brought into port, where 
two of the party who could write a little 
gave the following account of themselves. 
They stated that one of them was a native 
official, the other being a connection of the 
ruler of the Liuchu islands, and the 
second son of the Liuchuan Resident at 
Foochow ; of the remaining individuals on 
board two were their own personal atten- 
dants, and the other seven formed the crew. 
Having occasion to visit Foochow on busi- 
ness, they had sailed from Liuchu on the 
2nd of April last, shortly after which their 
junk had been dismasted and had lost her 
rudder in a gale and they were left drifting 
at the mercy of the waves. When rescued 
their provisions were exhausted and they 
had almostgiven up allhope. They express- 
ed a wish to be allowed to proceed overland 
to Foochow at once with their attendants, 
and if the authorities would cause their 
junk to be repaired, her crew could then 
sail her round to Foochow whence they could 
all embark again for their own country. 
Premises were rented for the temporary 
accommodation of the party, who were 
supplied with firewood, rice, wine, meat, 
salt, vegetables, and other necessaries. 
Their personal baggage was taken on shore 
and dried in the sun, whilst workmen were 
set to work repairing and refitting the junk. 
Thetwoofticials and theirattendants, having 
been liberally supplied with provisions for 
the journey, were forwarded on to their 
destination overland under care of an es- 
cort, and as soon as the repairs to the junk 
are completed she will be sent round to 
Foochow in charge of her crew whence 


the whole party can then return to their. 


own country. 
REMITTANCES FROM NINGPO TO PEKING. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
remittance of Tls. 50,000 from the revenues 
of the Foreign Customs at Ningpo on ac- 
count of the Peking subsidy for the year 
1890. This is assessed at Tls. 100,000, half 
of which amount has to be forwarded be- 
fore the 6th month. 


REMITTANCES TO PEKING FROM CANTON, 


In a supplementary memorial the Viceroy 
at Canton reports the despatch of Tls. 
40,000 with Ts. 1,320 additional for porter- 
age, etc., as a first instalment of the sum of 
Tls. 100,000 required as a contribution 
from the revenue of the Taiping Customs 
station towards the expenses of the Im- 
perial Household during the present year. 
The above amount not having yet come to 


hand from the Taotai in charge of the sta- 
tion has been advanced as on previous 
oceasions by local houses of good standing 
whose bills are being forwarded to Peking 
in charge of an oflicial agent. 


8th August. 
PARRICIDE BY A LUNATIC IN KUANGTUNG. 


The Viceroy and Acting Governor of the 
Canton province report the execution of a 
criminal guilty of the ‘‘unnatural”’ crime of 


‘parricide. The murderer, Chou Nai-pin by 


name, a native of the P‘anyii district, had 
developed symptoms of insanity in Novem- 
ber last, but not being considered danger- 
ous he was not put under restraint. In 
April last he was seized with a sudden fit 
of frenzy, under the influence of which he 
caught up a kitchen-knife and began to leap 
und dance about. His father tried to take 
the weapon away, upon which the maniac at- 
tacked him with it, inflicting several wounds 
which subsequently proved fatal. In cases 
of parricide the statutory penalty is death 
by the slow and painful process, the plea 
of insanity not being allowed in mitigation 
hereof. The murderer was therefore con- 
demned to suffer by slow degrees, this sen- 
tence being duly carried out at the provin- 
cial capital, whither he had been brought 
for trial, as the place where the crime was 
committed, though not 300 it distant, 1s 
separated therefrom by unfordable streams. 
The tipao and the neighbours who failed to 
report the man’s insanity, have been 
sentenced to receive 100 blows, the tipao 
being further dismissed from his post. One 
of the delinquents, who is over 70 years of 
age, has been allowed to commute the flog- 
ging by a money payment.—Rescript: Let 
the Board of Punishments take note. 


MANCHU BRIGADE GENERAL AT CHAPU AP- 
PLIES TO RETIRE ON THE GROUND OF 
ILL-HEALTH. 


The Manchu Commander-in-Chief at 
Hangchow submits an application from 
Ming-k‘uei, Brigade General at Chapu, 
praying to be relieved of his post on the 
ground of ill-health. In June last he ap- 
plied for and was granted a month’s leave 
of absence. It appears, however, from his 
own account of himself, that the damp has 
got into his blood-vessels and that he ex- 
periences the greatest difficulty in moving 
about. His medical advisers tell him that 
as he is now over 60 years of age his con- 
stitution is not so sound as it might be, 
and that rest is essential to restore him to 
a state of health. Since the early part of 
the summer he has suffered from a most 
painful paralytic affection of the lower 
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limbs, which necessitates a prolonged course 
of treatinent and incapacitates him, as he 
believes, from the proper performance of 
his duties. Under the circumstances he 
has begged memorialist to apply on his 
behalf for permission to retire, declaring 
that as soon as he recovers he will prostrate 
himself in the mud at the gates of the 
Palace and implore the favour of renewed 
employment. 

In submitting the above application for 
the consideration of His Majesty memoria- 
list adds that he has satisfied himself by 
independent enquiries that the patient’s 
malady shows no signs of improvement, but 
rather the reverse, and that there is conse- 
quently hardly any prospect of his speedy 
recovery.—Rescript separately issued. 
REMITTANCE FROM NATIVE CUSTOMS RECEIPTS 

AT T’AIP‘ING. 

In a postscript Memorial the Viceroy at 
Canton reports the transmission of a fur- 
ther sum of Tis. 20,000, with Tls. 660 addi- 
tional for expenses, being a second instal- 
ment of the 100,000 taels required from the 
native Customs at T‘aip‘ing as a con- 
tribution towards the expenses of the Im- 
perial Household during the year 1890. 
As in the case of the previous remittance 
the amount has been advanced by several 
native banks of good standing, whose bills 
are being forwarded to Peking in charge of 
a deputy. 

9th August. 
TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY OF THE EMPEROR. 


On the occasion of the twentieth anni- 
versary of his birthday the Emperor confers 
certain presents and other marks of recogni- 
tion on the octogenarian parents of distin- 
guished officials. The mother of K‘un-kang, 
President of the Board of Ceremonies, 
receives a tablet with an inscription written 
by the Emperor's own hand, two diamond 
shaped frames with the characters for hap- 
piness and old age similarly written, a 
gu-z% set in hard wood, and four rolls of silk 
and satin of large size. Similar presents 
are conferred upon the father of Hsiang-lin, 
sub-Chancellor of the Grand Secretariat, 
holding the rank of Vice-President of a 
Board, upon the father of Ming-wu, who 
holds a similar position, and upon the 
grandmother of Lien-ch‘ing, formerly 
Lieutenant-General at Nanking, the only 
difference’ being that in their case the rolls 
of silk and satin are of a smaller kind. 

MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO P‘ENG YU-LIN. 

The Governor of Chékiang submits an 
application which has been addressd to him 
by the Brigadier General at Ch‘iichou, the 
acting Provincial Judge and several other 
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influential persons, for permission to erect 
a temple to the memory of P‘éng Yii-lin, 
late President of the Board of War. In 
1872 Péng Yt-lin was commissioned by 
Imperial Decree to conduct an annual in- 
spection of the naval forces on the Yangtze, 
and subsequently obtained permission to 
reside for part of the year on the Lower 
Yangtze and part of the year on the 
Upper. By an arrangement which he 
made with the then Governor of Chékiang 
he procured a vacant piece of ground on 
the borders of the Western Lake at Hang- 
chow, where he built for himself a retreat 
to serve as his residence during the time 
he was inspecting the fleet on the Lower 
Yangtze. Here he spent every winter for 
the last ten years. His old comrades, find- 
ing that he was gradually failing in health, 
subscribed funds to add a new wing to his 
residence in order that he might have 
proper accommodation during his sickness. 
The building was just completed when 
P‘éng Yii-lin died at his native place, and 
considering the services which he rendered 
to Chékiang it is not thought right that the 
building should be allowed to fall into 
decay. His presence in the province had 
been beneficial in many ways, especially in 
repressing the disorders which had existed 
since the rebellion. It was owing to his 
efforts that the famous freebooter Chin- 
man, who had preyed upon the district of Tai- 
chou for years, was prevailed vpon to forsake 
his evil ways and give in his adherence to 
the Imperial cause. It is asked therefore 
that his retreat at Hangchow should be 
converted into a temple where worship 
should be paid to his memory twice a year 
by the local officials. 


10th August. 


MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO A DISTINGUISHED 
GENERAL. 


The Governor of Chékiang submits an 
application from the gentry in the province 
for permission to erect a memorial temple 
in the city of Ch‘ichow to Fu-hsing, 
formerly Tartar General at Hsian Fu in 
Shansi. During the Taiping rebellion 
the city was assailed by a force of 200,000 
of the rebels and was only saved by the 
strenuous exertions of the deceased, who 
opened one of the gates and enticed the 
enemy within the walls, where his troops 
were awaiting them in ambush. The ex- 
ploit is cherished in grateful remembrance 
by the people, whose representatives now 
ask permission to testify their indebtedness 
to the deceased by erecting a temple to 
perpetuate his memory.—Granted by Re- 
sertpt, 
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DONATION TOWARDS RELIEF OF DISTRESS. 


The same writer reports that Yu Lien- 
san, Intendant of the Chining circuit in 
Shansi, has contributed Tls. 1,000 towards 
the relief of the distress in Chékiang. The 
offering was prompted by the dying wishes 
of his parents, to whom he is authorised to 
erect a memorial arch bearing an inscrip- 
tion testifying to their love of charity. 


11lth August. 
APPLICATION FOR LEAVE BY SUNG SHEN. 


Sung Shén, President of the Board of 
Punishments, applies for a further exten- 
sion of leave and the appointment of a 
locum tenens to carry on the duties of his 
office during his absence. 

Memorialist has suffered for some time 
past from severe attacks of fever ; and when 
on a former occasion he requested permis- 
sion to absent himself from his post he was 
under the impression that by careful treat- 
ment he might, on the expiration of his 
leave, be in a position to resume duty, but 
he grieves to have to report that his hopes 
have not been realised. His old complaint 
has returned with increased severity and 
his, medical attendant informs him that 
the malady from which he suffers is a 
bronchial Hux, with difficulty of swallow- 
ing fluid, which has given rise to chronic 
disease of the liver and stomach. His 
condition has been aggravated by the recent 
wet weather and it is anticipated that a 
month or more may elapse before he is 
restored to health. 

In addition to his position of President 
of the Board of Punishments, memorialist 
is also commandant of the Chinese Bordered 
White Banner, and in this latter capacity 
has most important duties to perform: he 
fears that in his present ill-health the strain 
of the responsibility will be too great for 
him to bear, and he feels reluctantly com- 
pelled to petition the Emperor to grant 
him a further extension of one month’s 
leave. Directly his health allows him he 
will return to office and resume with in- 
creased vigour the duties he has temporarily 
relinquished. 


COMPLETION OF THE LAND TAX ASSESSMENT 
IN FORMOSA. 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan, in a memorial which is 
endorsed by the Governor-General of the 
Min-ché, reports the completion of the land 
tux assessment of the island of Formosa 
and submits the lists of officials and gentry 
whose zeal in the discharge of their duties 
connected therewith entitles them to re- 
ward, 

Memorialist dwells on the difficulties 
which beset a question of this kind, and 
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refers to the expertence of the mainland, 
where, although every district is provided 
with its own register and map which can 
be referred to, the assessment of the tax 
is never completed without much trouble. 
The present survey in Formosa was begun 
in the autumn of 1886 and was continued 
down to the end of last year, when it was 
finally brought to a close and the tax as- 
sessed. During that period cases were 
brought to light in which false returns were 
made of the acreage under cultivation, and 
owing to fresh surveys having had to be 
made much time was wasted and the com- 
pletion of the whole work was delayed. 
Considering, however, the intricacies and 
complications of the undertaking, which 
were aggravated by the vast distancea 
which separate the local officials, memo- 
rialist does not consider the time taken up 
by it, namely, three years, excessive. 


The sum total of taxes collected in former 
years, including contributions for military 
purposes, taxesin kind, etc., the lossincurred 
in the process of meltage being also taken 
into account, amounted to Tls. 183,366 
odd, while the present assessment fixes it at 
Tls. 512,969. This latter sum is exclusive 
of Tls. 128,242 which were collected to 
provide against the loss incurred by meltage 
and does not include the rent of Government 
lands, viz:—Tls. 33,657 which together 
raise the total collection to Tls. 674,868 
odd, thus showing an increase on the former 
levy of Tis. 491,502 or, exclusive of the 
amount allowed for meltage, a net increase 
of Tls. 363,260. 

It is submitted that the necessities of 
Formosa, which now forms a very important 
part of the Empire, have largely increased 
since the island was constituted a separate 
Government. It stands alone and has to 
rely entirely on its own resources in times 
of emergency. Each year the revenue has 
increased and the State has benefited ; the 
borders have been strengthened and per- 
manent rule has been established. The 
benevolence of His Majesty has inspired 
the people and roused them to energy, 
and the officials and gentry have put forth 
every effort to carry out instructions 
promptly and satisfactorily, thereby proving 
themselves worthy of special recognition. 

Memorialist begs that rewards of an ex- 
ceptional nature may be bestowed on P‘an 
Ch‘én-ch‘ing, Ch‘én Tung-tai and a large 
number of others who have acquitted them- 
selves worthily in the discharge of their 
duties, while the services of Liu Ju-mel, 
Shén Wén-hsiung and others he prays may 
meet with recognition in a minor degree. 
He has himself conferred rewards of local 
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rank on less deserving officials. Great care 
has been taken in drawing up the lists sub- 
mitted and memorialist begs that His 
Majesty may be pleased to issue the neces- 
sary instructions to the Boards concerned. 
—Rescript, Let the Boards exumine and 
report ov the two lists submitted. 


12th August. 


DAMAGE CAUSED BY THE FLOODS IN THE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD OF PEKING. 


The Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture and his colleagues submit a report 
upon the great distress caused by the re- 
~ cent floods in the neighbourhood of Peking. 
They have sent agents in all directions 
to ascertain as accurately as possible the 
extent of the damage caused by the in- 
undation, but as the flooded state of the 
country rendered travelling in many places 
impossible the reports which have been 
received are of a very meagre description. 
Agents who were sent westward were four 
days in reaching Lukanch‘iao, a distance 
of 14 miles, and their farther progress in 
the direction of Lianghsiang, Chochou and 
other places on the opposite side of the 
river had to be performed partly on don- 
keys and pactly on rafts, no cart traffic 
in that quarter having been possible for 
several days before. The Magistrate of 
the Wanp'‘ing district reported that the 
wall of Kungchich‘éng had in one place 
been demolished by the floods, and that the 
villages of Nanchuangzii and Laochuangzii 
had been completely inundated. From 
Kuan it was reported that the Yungting 
River had overflowed in. several places, 
that four people had been drowned ina 
village to the north of the town, and that 
steps were being taken to render assistance 
to six other villages by means of rafts, 
access to them by other mcans being im- 
possible owing to the floods. The district 
town of Lianghsiang and the surrounding 
village, were all under water, the crops 
completely spoiled and twenty-two dead 
bodies recovered. In the Fangshan dis- 
trict cven the level country was seven or 
eight Chinese feet under water, while 
many villages in the low-lying regions have 
been completely swamped. The Sub-Pre- 
fect of Nanlu reported that the Yung- 
ting river had broken its banks in his 
district, the main body of the current 
entering the south-west corner of the 
Nanhaitzii at Machiap‘u and, after pass- 
ing through the Park, joining with the 
waters of Chéngkuossii, and then flowing 
in an easterly direction as far as Machii- 
ch‘iao at T‘ungchow, where the waters 
again separated. Another portion of the 
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overflow broke through the village of 
Huangt‘sun and after passing the market-. 
town of Lihsien entered the district 
of T’ungan. The whole south-west of the 
Hunting Park was a sea of water as far as 
the eye could reach, and the number of 
people who have been drowned or carried 
away is past calculation. Outside the south- 
west gate of the Chinese city the whole 
country as far as Huangto‘an was inunda- 
ted, buildings, cattle, and people being all 
swept away by the billows. Ma-chiich‘iao, 
Ts‘ai-yiichén, and the low-lying districts 
outside the Tungpien gate were all exposed 
to imminent danger from the ravages of the 
water. In the neighbourhood of T‘ungchow 
the people had taken refuge on trees or the 
roofs of houses and were crying piteously 
for assistance. The Taotai was taking 
steps for rescuing them by means of boats 
and for forwarding supplies to the survivors. 
In the Shuni district two rivers had burst 
their banks and covered all the low-lying 
country with water. The northern gate of 
the town was flooded and a large number of 
people were rescued from within the walls 
by means of rafts. The state of things in 
Miyiin, Huaijou and the neighbouring dis- 
tricts has not yet been ascertained. Official : 
agents who tried to reach them found the 
water as much as 10 Chinese feet in depth 
in many places, and after wandering about 
for some days were obliged to turn back 
All the reports that have been received are 
of the most harrowing description, and 
people who have succeeded in escaping by 
swimming from the inaccessible districts 
report that the whole country is a sea of 
water. Soup-kitchens have been opened in 
six different quarters in the vicinity of 
Peking, and every effort is being made for 
the relief of the suffering people. 


13th August. 


DISPERSAL OF A NATIVE REBEL TRIBE IN 
YUNNAN. 

Wang Wén-shao and T‘au Chiin-p‘ei in a 
joint memorial report to the Throne an ex- 
pedition against a local aboriginal tribe the 
leaders of which had illegally assumed the 
title of Local Administrator and had ravaged 
and harassed the district for a series of 
ears. 

It appears that during the reign of the 
Emperor Shun Chih the local administrator 
of the P‘eishéng district in Yiinnan, Chang 
Hsing-kuo by name, had submitted to 
Imperial rule and had been granted the 
hereditary local rank of Department Magis- 
trate. The position had passed from father 
to son for five generations, but in the reign 


' of Tao Kuang, Chang Ho-ling, the holder 


of it, died without issue and it fell into 
the hands of usurpers who never claimed 
official recognition. When the latter of 
these, Chang T‘ien-hsi, succeeded to the 
post he established a yamén in a place called 
Huayungchuang, where he also set up a gaol 
and a customs station, and found means to 
harass and oppress the people. In the 
llth year of Kuang Hsii he and another 
military man, of the name of Li Féng-wén, 
quarrelled and in the struggle for supremacy 
which afterwards took place Li lost his life 
and his family were put to death. There- 
upon a complaint was lodged against Chang 
in the magistrate’s yamén at Yungp‘ei- 
t‘ing and he was summoned to appear 
and stand his trial. Chang defied the 
magistrate’s authority and entrenched him- 
self in his yamén, engaging at the same 
time the services of some desperate charac- 
ters in the neighbourhood at whose head 
he placed himself. Prompt measures were 
taken to effect Chang’s capture, but these 
failing, his conduct became more and more 
outrageous. He carried war into districts 
inhabited by tribes under Chinese rule and 
pillaged the country in all directions. On 
the volunteers proceeding against him they 
were met with determined opposition and a 
considerable number lost their lives in 
the encounter. Matters having assumed 
so grave an aspect a body of regular 
troops was at once despatched with 
stringent orders to extirpate the band. 
Chang was not even then overawed: he 
leagued himself with the ‘‘black bar- 
barians” and made an assault on the Im- 
perial camp. The troops suffered severely 
but after repeated skirmishes they even- 
tually captured the rebel stronghold. A 
number of prisoners were made, amongst 
whom were the ringleaders Wang, Liu and 
Pao. Chang succeeded in making good his 
escape, but was tracked by the troops to 
a place called Huilungwan, where ho was 
captured. He was handed over to the 
authorities and, upon his identity being 
established, was together with Wang duly 
beheaded in the presence of the troops. 

Ho Hsiian and others who had formerly 
belonged to Chang’s band of desperadoes, 
after they had made their escape went 
about the country vowing vengeance and 


behaving in so lawless a manner that the’ 


troops had again to be put in motion. Ho 
was killed.and the band dispersed, where- 
upon tranquillity was. restored and the 
district brought under Imperial rule. 
Menorialists highly approve of the con- 
duct of the local authorities, but for whose 
prompt action the whole countryside might 
have beeninvolved in great misfortune ; and 
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they ask to be allowed to submit a list of 
those whose services they deem worthy of 
reward. Measures have been adopted to 
assist the families of those who suffered 
from the lawlessness of Chany and _ his 
band, and the provincial authorities have 
been directed to draw up rules and regula- 
tions to secure the good government of the 
country.—Decerce already published ow the 
31st July. 


14th August. 


REPORT FROM THE VICEROY LI ON THE 
FLOODS AT TIENTSIN. 


In a Report furnished by the Viceroy 
Li on the recent floods at Tientsin he 
states that rain fell continuously at Tien- 
tsin and the neighbourhvod from the 15th 
to the 22nd of July last, and that the 
whole plain of northern Chihli was in- 
undated by the floods that poured down 
from the hills. ‘The banks of the Yun- 
ting River, the Taching River, and of 
the Grand Canal all gave way, as also 
the Ch‘iew li embankment in the Yénchii 
district. A sea of water extended for 
several hundreds of li and even on the level 
cround it attained a depth of over twenty 
Chinese feet. People and cattle were swept 
away in great numbers and the crops 
were in most places completely destroyed. 
No disaster of equal magnitude has 
occurred in the province for several 
decades. The low-lying ground in the 
neighbourhood of Tientsin, which is at the 
mouth of several rivers, suffered in an 
especialdegree. The military cantonments, 
the Arsenal, and the majority of buildings 
both public and private were immersed in a 
sea of water. All postal communication was 
stopped and the telegraph lines were broken 
in many places. The mud dwellings of the 
peasants were so saturated with watcr that 
they entirely collapsed, and the inmates 
wore obliged cither to take refuge in trees 
whence they called for boats to come to their 
assistance, ortoleave their homesand wander 
helplessly seeking in vain for any means of 
escape. The spectacle was too heartrending 
to be witnessed. The Viceroy considers 
this unnatural conflict of the elements as a 
punishment for his own neglect of duty 
aud cannot think of it without feelings 
of inexpressible shame. Should the rainy 
weather continue as seemed likely when 
the Viceroy was writing, the misery will 
be beyond all description, and even should 
fair weather ensue the season is too far 
advanced to admit of further planting of 
any cropexcept perhaps buckwheat. Crowds 
of refugees have already reached Tientsin 
in search of food, and soup-kitchens are 


Avs. 14—16.] 


being established for their relief. A sum 
of ‘Tls. 60,000 has been raised by various 
departments in the province and expe- 
rienced ofticers are being sent to distribute 
help in the districts which have suffered 
most severely froin the floods. The Viceroy 
promises to furnish a further report as 
soon as he has received detailed informa- 
tion from the various districts with which 


communication is at present impossible: 


owing to the floods. 


15th August. 


CONDITION OF THE YELLOW RIVER IN 
SHANTUNG. 

The Governor of Shantung reports that 
immediately after despatching his memorial 
of the 10th July on the condition of the 
Yellow River, he proceeded post haste to 
make an inspection of the works going on 
at Kaochiat‘ao, which were being pressed 
on rapidly on account of the news received 
from Honan. The Governor of the latter 


province announced by telegram a rise of . 


three feet eight inches in the river within 
his jurisdiction, and owing to the narrowness 
of its bed in Shantung this indicated a rise 
of at least double the depth in that province. 
As early as the 4th of July the force of the 
current had commenced to make itself felt 
and the embankment erected by the people 
at Kaochiat‘ao showed signs of giving way. 
Two attempts were made to strengthen it, 
but on each occasion the soldiers engaged 
in lowering the fascines were carried away 
by the current. During the following 
days things became much more serious 
owing to the heavy and continuous rain, 
and the Governor sent an express mes- 
senger for Chang Shang-ta, the Taotai 
in charge of river works. This oflicer 
joined the Governor on the 11th of July, 
but although evory effort was made both 
by night and day to protect the embank- 
mont, over 30 chang had completely col- 
lapsed before his arrival. Further damage 
was prevented by firmly securing both ends 
of the breach. In the meantime reports of 
serious danger had come from the Ping-yin, 
Fei-ch éng and other districts on the upper 
reaches of the river. At the latter place 
an embankment gave way and an official 
who was engaged upon it was swept away 
and drowned. The Governor asked that a 
number of minor officials should be stripped 


of their rank, and that Chang Shang-ta, . 


who cannot be entirely acquitted of want 
of foresight, should be handed over to the 
Board for the determination of a penalty. 
He himself also feels very blameworthy in 
the matter and asks that the Emperor 
should take notice of his guilt. He is at 
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present stationed at Kaochiat‘ao super- 
intending the work, butas reports of danger 
in other parts of the river are continually 
coming in he proposes to start on a tour of 
inspection as soon as Chang Shang-ta can 
come to relieve him, 


16th August. 


APPLICATION TO RETIRE BY YU YIN-LIN 
FINANCIAL COMMISSIONER OF FUKIEN. 


The recently appointed Treasurer of Fu- 
kien, Yi Yin-lin (a brother of the Yi 
Chung-lin who was so severely denounced 
a short time ago for malpractices in Kirin, 
see Gazette of llth July) submits an appli- 
cation to be allowed to résign on the 
gound of ill-health. 

Shortly after receiving his appointment 
he had an attack of fever and dysentery 
which brought on an old liver complaint, 
and incapacitated him from proceeding to 
take up his post. He accordingly applied 
for leave of absence and was granted 20 
days in order to recruit his health. Though 
his dysentery is almost cured he still suffers 
from vertigo, profuse perspiration, and 
inability to sleep at night, as also from 
palpitation of the heart coupled with con- 
stant depression of spirits and various other 
complications. The doctors declare his 
head will soon be affected, and that several 
months’ rest will be necessary to eflect his 
restoration to health. As it would not be 
expedient for so important a post as that 
of the Financial Commissioner to be left 
vacant for any length of time he begs to 
be allowed to resign his appointment in 
order that he may undergo the necessary 
medical treatment.—Rescript already pub- 
lished. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN TURKESTAN, 
APPOINTMENT OF PREFECT AT ILI. 


The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan recommends an Acting Prefect named 
Huang Ping-kun for the appointment of 
Prefect at Ili, This prefecture is one of 
recent creation taking the place of the 
former independent sub-prefecture of fli, 
and embracing within its jurisdiction the 
districts of Suiting and Ningyiian and the 
sub-prefecture of Ho-erh-kuo-ssti, From 
its strategic position as the key of tlre 
N.W. adjoining the borders of Russia, 
and inhabited by a heterogeneous popula- 
tion of Mongols, Chinese and Mahpm- 
medans, it ranks as an important frontier 
post, as well as being a populous and 
troublesome place. The officer now re- 
commended for the post is a native of 
Hunan, 41 years of age, and at present 
Acting Prefect of Tihua. Besides being a 
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man of ability and discretion, he has the 
further recommendation of possessing con- 
siderable experience of frontier questions 
acquired in the course of several years 
service in the N. W. provinces.—Referred 
to the Board of Civil Office. 


GOVERNOR OF TURKESTAN ORDERED TO 
RETURN TO HIS POST. 


The Governor of Chinese Turkestan, 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, has been on leave of absence 
for over a year attending on his grand- 
mother at the family home in Hunan. The 
Viceroy of the Shenkan provinces recently 
suggested that Liu Chin-t‘ang’s brother, 
Liu Ting, an expectant Taotai in Honan, 
should be ordered to relieve the former 
in his attendance on the grandmother thus 
enabling Liu Chin-t‘ang to return to his post 
free from all anxiety on her account. His 
Majesty having approved of this suggestion 
orders were sent to Liu Chin-t‘ang to 
return to Turkestan immediately, the re- 
mainder of his leave being cancelled, whilst 
the Governor of Honan was at the same 
time directed to instruct Liu Ting to pro- 
ceed to Hunan in the place of his brother. 

The Governor of Honan now reports that 
Liu Ting, whose services he is very sorry to 
lose, left accordingly for Hunan on the 
16th of July last. 


17th August. 
FREE EXPORT OF RICE DESTINED FOR FOOCHOW. 


The prohibition last autumn of the ex- 
port of rice from the province of Kiangsu, 
on account of the floods in the country 
round Soochow, caused a great increase in 
the price of that article of food throughout 
Fukien, which draws most of its supplies 
from the neighbouring provinces and prin- 
cipally from Kiangsu. In anticipation of a 
probable scarcity in the market the 
authorities of Fukien had previously taken 
steps to procure additional supplies of 
grain from other quarters, and further 
issued some 40,000 piculs purchased in the 
courso of the winter, which wero sold at 
the usual rates. In spite of these mea- 
sures, however, tho price still continued to 
rise until at length it stood at over Tls. 3 
per picul. Towards the end of May the 
Government granaries were thrown open 
to the public, it having been found that 
out of 127,800 piculs, which had been in 
store for over twenty years, more than 
2,860 piculs were mildewed or otherwise 
spoilt, the remainder being also more or 
less damaged, and likely to become totally 
unfit for consumption if left in store any 
longer. Inthe course of three weeks some 
67,300 piculs were thus disposed of at 
a low price. In the middle of June the 


occurrence of floods at Foochow led the 
Viceroy to telegraph to the Governor- 
General at Nanking, requesting him to 
remove the embargo on the export of rice, 
which had been in force since September, 
1889. From that date until the prohibi- 
tion was cancelled in June last its effect on 
the rice market in Fukien had been very 
marked and considerable uneasiness had pre- 
vailed in spite of the measures taken by the 
authorities to meet the demand. Fukien 
has always relied mainly on Shanghai for 
its supplies of rice and in a lesser degree 
on Formosa ; latterly however the extended 
cultivation of the tea-plant in that island 
coupled with the increased requirements of 
the additional garrison troops now stationed 
there, have left so little surplus that the 
export has practically ceased. For this 
reason the Viceroy’s predecessors have 
frequently requested that no export duty 
should be levied on rice destined for Foo- 
chow, and in 1884 an arrangement was 
sanctioned by the Governor-General at 
Nanking under which 200,000 piculs of 
rice per annum were allowed to be ex- 
ported from Shanghai duty-free, duty 
being however collected on all quantities 
in excess of that amount. This arrange- 
ment has been in force ever since, until the 
recent prohibition came into effect, the 
result of which was that in October-No- 
vember last the price of rice in Fukien was 
actually higher than in the flooded dis- 
tricts round Soochow. Being himself a 
native of Kiangsu the Viceroy knows that 
such enormons quantities of rice are pro- 
duced in Kiangnan and Kiangpei that the 
export of 200,000 piculs would be hardly 
appreciable. He begs therefore that this 
quantity may hereafter be allowed every 
year duty-free, as a permanent arrange- 
ment, and that no prohibition of the export 
be sanctioned for the future. 

Memorialist adds in conclusion that he is 
informed by the Prefect of Yenping that 
the recent floods have not caused any 
extensive damage in the districts under his 
jurisdiction. 

His Majesty's rescript in reply directs 
that instructions in the sense above in- 
dicated be conveyed to the Viceroy at 
Nanking. 


INSPECTION OF RIVER-WORKS IN HUPEH. 


The great embankment at Chingchow in 
Hupeh known as the Wan ch‘eng ta ti, 
which protects an enormons area of the 
province is visited every year during the 
summer and autumn freshets by either the 
Viceroy or the Governor, who takes the 
duty in turn. If any important business 
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prevents their going in person, the Taotai 
or Prefect of Chingchow is usually deputed 
in their stead to reside on the spot, and 
see to the safety of the embankment. It 
being this year the Viceroy’s turn to go, 
and the Prefect of Chingchow having re- 
ported that a sudden rise in the river is 
causing considerable anxiety, whilst, fur- 
ther, several recen'ly repaired sections of 
river-works in the Chunghsiang, Ch ‘ien- 
chiang and other districts, require now a 
personal visit of inspection, the Viceroy 
proposes on this occasion to go himself. 
Starting from the provincial capital about the 
middle of the preseut month he will visit 
first the embankment at Chingchow, and 
will then proceed to Chunghsiang and the 
other districts to inspect the repairs to the 
river-works there. Being however unable 
to make any prolonged stay on account of 
important business which requires his pre- 
sence at the provincial capital, he intends 
to depute the Prefect of Chingchow to 
make the necessary arrangements for en- 
suring the safety of the great embankment 
during the ensuing freshets. The Intend- 
ant of the Shangchingnan circuit has like- 
wise been instructed to give his supervision 
and co-operation whenever they may be 
required. 


DISGRACEFUL CONDUCT OF A MILITARY 
OFFICER IN FORMOSA. 


The Viceroy at Foochow denounces an 
acting second Captain named Huang Yu- 
chung, stationed at Tamsui in Formosa, 
for levying contributions of one dollar per 
month from each of his men, those who paid 
being thereupon absolved from the per- 
formance of various duties. The incrimin- 
ated ofticer is further charged with having 
taken certain gambling establishments 
under his protection in return for presents 
of money, and with other sordid and 
depraved practices of divers descriptions. 

His conduct boing so utterly shameless, 
memorialist begs that Huang Yu-chung 
may be unmediately dismissed from the 
service and never allowed to re-enter it.— 
Approved by rescript. 

18th August. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


During the absence of Ching-hsin on the 
mission of enquiry to Kirin his duties as 
Deputy Lieutenant General of the Bordered 
White Banner devolve on Wen-hsiu. Hsii 
ch‘ang, in addition to his own functions, 
will act ad interim as Vice-president of the 
Board of Civil Office, and Chung-li as Senior 
Lieutenant General of the Gendarmerie. 

Wang Ming-luan, the other member of 
the mission, is similarly relieved by Sun 
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Chia-nai in the Vice-presidentcy of the 
Board of Works. 

Liu-shu, the President of the Board of 
Civil Office, is granted a further leave of 
absence of one month on the ground of ill- 
health. 


SYSTEMATIC EXTORTION BY HIGH OFFICIALS 
TRAVELLING ON GOVERNMENT SERVICE. 


The Censor Ho Fu-k‘un denounces the 
systematic extortion and oppression prac- 
tised by a certain class of high officials 
whenever they are sent on missions con- 
nected with the performance of state 
sacrifices. 

It seems that on all occasions of state 
rejoicing it is customary to send officers of 
high rank to offer up sacrifices at the graves 
of the sovereigns of former dynasties, the 
tidings being thus conveyed to the spirits 
of the departed monarchs. In honour of 
the importance of their mission, the 
functionaries selected for this duty are 
always military officers of high rank, being 
either Manchu garrison Brigade Generals 
or officers of similar standing in the Chinese 
army. The memorialist alleges that the 
most discreditable proceedings have recent- 
ly occurred in connection with these 
missions. The high ofticers in question are 
as a rule accompanied by large retinues, 
the result being that the inhabitants of the 
districts traversed et route are harried and 
oppressed, whilst even the local authorities 
themselves are not exempted from the 
operation of a regular system of extortion. 
Most of the mausolea of the earlier dynas- 
ties are situated in the provinces of Honan 
and Shensi, several being often found in 
one district. Memorialist has heard that 
each and every sacrifice that is offered up 
at one of these tombs is invariably made 
the occasion for levying blackmail. If the 
least objection to being thus mulcted is 
shown by the local authorities, all sorts of 
pretexts are found for rejecting the sacrif- 
cial offerings which they have to provide, 
and this goes on as long as the greed of the 
ofticiating functionary remains unsatisfied. 
After this it is needless to enlarge upon the 
exactions practised in connection with the 
requisitions of carts and horses for the use 
of these officials, and such being the state 
of things in one province, it is easy to form 
a sufficient conclusion as to what goes on 
elsewhere. The burden of these missions 
always falls ultimately on the people, and 
from what memorialist hears on the subject 
it is evident that owing to the malpractices 
by which they are attended their invariable 
effect is but to entail on the people one 
misery the more. Such a result is certainly 
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very far from the benevolent intentions 
originally contemplated by the state. 

This year will be celebrated the 20th 
birthday of His Majesty, and the time for 
the despatch of the customary mission is 
now at hand. Memorialist begs therefore 
that a special decree may be previously 
issued strictly prohibiting all oppression, 
extortion and the like on the part of the 
high officers in question; all those who 
may fail to take warning hereby being 
visited with the punishment to which they 
shall have rendered themselves lhable.— 
Rescript already published. 


UNLAWFUL EXECUTION OF CRIMINALS. 


The Governor of Kueichow reports the 
trial of an Acting Department Magistrate, 
named Tang Chao-ching, for having un- 
authorisedly caused the execution and 
punishment of certain criminals. Two 
serious affairs having occurred in the Chen- 
ning district, the one being a case of high- 
way robbery and murder, the other a 
burglary by night committed by a band of 
twelve robbers, the magistrate was ordered 
to effect the capture of the criminals within 
agiven time. His efforts proving altogether 
unsuccessful he was called upon to furnish 
the names of all those responsible for this 
failure of justice. By some oversight none 
of the military officials concerned in the 
case were mentioned, and a list of them 
was subsequently called for. It then trans- 
pired that several of the offenders had in 
the meantime been captured and dealt with 
by the magistrate, entirely on his own res- 
ponsibility, and without having ever reported 
their arrest to his superiors. The highway 
robber had been tried, convicted and decap- 
itated, whilst of the remaining malefactors 
taken, the ringleader had been exposed in 
a standing-cage till he expired, three had 
had the tendons of their legs severed, in 
order to prevent their escape, and the 
others after undergoing punishment had 
been set at liberty. As svon as these facts 
were brought to light, the magistrate was 
at once denounced by his superiors, the 
Taotai and Prefect, and in due course 
put on his trial. In both cases the cri- 
minals executed had incurred the penalty 
of death, though the magistrate had no 
authority to inflict this punishment. As, 
however, they were not members of the 
same family the magistrate is only liable to 
be cashiered. For his offence in causing 
the inaiming of the other prisoners he is 
also liable to be cashiered, under the statute 
relating to the infliction of illegal torture. 
The punishment in both cases being thus 
identical the magistrate has been sentenced 
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accordingly under one count only. In 
view of the fact that the affair occurred 
prior to the Act of Grace of last 
year, and consisted in putting to death 
two felons who had incurred the extreme 
penalty of the law, memorialist leaves it to 
His Majesty to decide whether a lenient 
view may be taken of the matter, the 
magistrate being committed to the Board 
for the determination of an appropriate 
penalty. The two chief criminals have 
already been executed, and their cases 
therefore do not demand any consideratiun. 
The other prisoners are variously liable to 
full terms of banishment or flogging, but 
as they have already suffered severely by 
having the tendons of their legs cut, 
memorialist suggests that they should now 
be treated as tenderly as possible.—He- 
ferred to the Board of Punishments. 


19th August. 


FLOODS IN PEKING, CAUSED BY DEFECTIVE 
CONDITION OF THE DRAINS, 


A memorial from one of the Censors, 
presiding over the Roadway Office, describ- 
ing the flooded condition of the capital 
consequent on the recent heavy rains, and 
advocating the thorough repair of the whole 
drainaye system of Peking. 

Considerable damage, says the memo- 
rialist, had already been caused by the 
heavy rain of the 6th July, when on the 
15th it began to descend again in torrents, 
aud continued without intermission for 
four days and. nights. Every house was 
flooded and many collapsed in consequence, 
blocking the thoroughfares and leaving 
the unfortunate occupants homeless. The 
government offices located in the vicinity 
of the south gate of the Palace were all 
under water, the officials experiencing 
considerable difficulty in making their way 
in, being in some cases unable to alight 
from their vehicles. The floocs pouring 
out through the three southern gates of 
the Tartar city were in places over the 
wheels of the carts, so that locomotion 
was attended with no smalll degree of 
danger, whilst the gates on the south of 
the outer city could neither be opened 
nor shut owing to the rush of water ; 
all trafic was suspended and even the 
necessaries of life could not be brought 
into the city. 

The cause of all this memorialist finds in 
the choked condition of the drains in the 
capital. He states that in the 7th year of the 
reign of Chien Lung all the moats, canals, 
sewers, drains and water-courses generally 
throughout the city were cleaned out and 
put in thorough working order. In the 
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3lst year of the some reign, however, a 
censor pointed out that in the outer city 
they had already lapsed into such a condi- 
tion as to be completely choked after any 
lieavy rain ; and in consequence of his repre- 
sentations a sum of over Ts. 170,000 was 
spent in putting them in a state of repair. 
If this was necessary after the lapse of 
little over 20 years, how much more so now, 
after a further interval of more than 120 
years, when half the drains throughout the 
city have caved in or disappeared altogether, 
leaving nothing to show where they for- 


merly existed. The work of cleaning out | 


every spring those drains that still. exist is 
perfectly useless, as most of them lead no- 
where, their outlets being completely choked 
up. Unless, therefore, taken in hand at 
once the whole drainage system of the me- 
tropolis will inevitably get into such a con- 
dition as to be altovether beyond repair, 
necessitating a far greater expenditure than 
would now be required. It is most dis- 
treasing to see the poor people thus deprived 
of their homes, camping out in the open in 
the Janes and bye-ways during the wet 
weather, and memorialist conceives it to he 
part of his duty, in virtue of his office, to 
seek for some remedy for the present state 
of things. To enable the people to be pro- 
perly housed the first requisite is to dispose 
of the accumulations of rain-water and for 
this purpose it is essential that the drains 
should be put in a state of proper repair 
A fir greater evil, however, and one much 
more to be apprehended than any mere 
damages to the dwellings of the people, 
consists in the accumulations of filth from 
the sewers which, swept broadcast over 
the streets by the summer rains and left to 
ferment in the sun, will inevitably breed 
pestilence and epidemics among the po- 
pulation. 

Memorialist is well aware of the financial 
difliculties involved by any wide scheme for 
dealing at once with the whole drainage 
system of the capital, but he would suggest 
that only the most important sections 
should be taken in hand to begin with, the 
whole work being carried out by degrees 
in the course of a number of years. He 
begs therefore that the question of the 
advisability of adopting some such scheme 
may be referred to the consideration of 
the Board of Works and other public 
departments concerned.—Rescript already 
published. 


DEATH OF NI WEN-WEI, GOVERNOR OF HONAN, 


The Financial Commissioner of Honan 
reports the death of Ni Wén-wei, the Gover- 
uor of the province, which took place on 
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29th July last, shortly after his return from 
an inspection of the troops at Nanyang. 
He had contracted fever on the journey 
thither, but conducted business as usual 
until at length he found himself obliged to 
return to the provincial capital for medical 
treatment. His health showing no signs of 
improvement he applied fora month’s leave 
of absence and handed over charge to 
memorialist in the meantime. His malady 
grew worse, however, day by day and the 
resources of medicine proved of no avail. 
Seeing his end approaching he dictated to 
the Lieutenant Governor his death-bed 
memorial, lamenting with tears that he had 
no further opportunity of repaying the Im- 
perial kindness. Immediately after his 
decease memorialist had the Governor's 
seal, together with the death-warrant and 
other insignia of office, sealed up and 
deposited in a safe place, taking upon him- 
self the administration of the province 
pending the appointment of a successor. 


The late Governor was a native of Anhui, 
and, after taking his degree as Metropolitan 
graduate, served for some time in aclerical 
capacity under the Viceroys Tséng Kuo-fan, 
Li Hung-chang and others. From asubor- 
dinate position asJ unior Assistant Secretary 
of a Board he rose through successive 
stayes of the service to be Governor of the 
province, invariably dispiaying a loyal 
devotion to duty and gaining the affections 
of all with whom he came in contact. 


After his appointment as Governor of 
Honan the Yellow River disaster at Chéng- 
chow entailed upon him the most arduous 
labours in connection with the closing of the 
breach and relief of the distressed population. 
Tothese tasks he devoted himself assiduously 
for more than a year, constantly visiting 
the works in every extreme of weather, 
quite regardless of all personal considera- 
tions, thereby sowing the scedsof the malady 
to which he finally succumbed. In March 
last, having been temporarily appointed 
Director General of the Yellow River, he 
left on a tour of inspection of the various 
embankments, and on his return started 
for Nanyang, whence as above narrated he 
was compelled by sickness to return to the 
provincial capital. His two sons were with 
him at the last, and memorialist regrets 
to add that the family appear to be left in 
very straitened circumstances. 


20th August. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Heng-show is gazetted Intendant of the 
Chi-Nan-Kan-Ning circuit in Kiangsi. 


RETIREMENT. 

Tsai-kuel is permitted to vacate his post 
on the ground of ill-health, receiving no 
retiring allowance. 


CLOSING OF DISTILLERIES IN CHIBLI. 


On the suggestion of the Censor Chung- 
lin His Majesty commands that all dis- 
tilleries throughout the province of Chihli 


order to keep down the price of grain, and 
prevent the people being deprived of their 
food supplies. Enormous quantities of 
grain are consumed in the manufacture of 
spirits, and the price has already risen very 
considerably owing to the disastrous floods 
caused by the recent heavy rains. The 
Viceroy of Chihli and the Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture are therefore com- 
manded to see that these orders are strictly 
enforced throughout their respective juris- 
dictions. 


ARRIVAL OF IMPERIAL RESIDENT AT LHASSA. 


A memorial from Ch‘ang-keng, the Im- 
perial Resident in Tibet, announcing the 
date of his arrival at his post. Full re- 
ports of the measures taken by him en 
route for quelling the revolt among the 
Chan-tui border-tribe have already been 
forwarded to the Throne by memorialist 
from A-lan-to, whence he subsequently 
continued his journey westwards by way 
of La-li-chiang-ta, arriving at Lhassa on 
the 29th of May last. His first pro- 
ceeding was to visit Mount Potala 
and make obeisance before the sacred 
portrait (? of the Emperor Ch‘ien-lung) 
after which he had an interview with 
the Dalai Lama. The latter is only 14 
years of age, and is described as having 
protuberant temples and long eyebrows, 
the lower part of his face being somewhat 
emaciated. On his return to the Residency 
memorialist received a visit from the high 
Lama dignitary presiding over the Trea- 
sury department (which has supreme con- 
trol of all matters relating to the collection 
of revenue and secular affairs in general in 
Tibet.) Memorialist pointed out to him 
how for generations past the Yellow Church 
had been upheld and loaded with favours 
by the beneficence of our sacred dynasty ; 
how in the recent complications with 
India and during the trouble with the 
Chan-tui border-tribe, measures had been 
take to avert danger and restore order 
with no other object than to secure 
lasting peace to the Tangut nation and 
to ‘assure the integrity of their country. 
They should strive to identify them- 
selves with the views of their Imperial 
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master, and no longer remain bound in 


_ the trammels of their old ways ; thus might 
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they hope long to continue in the enjoy- 
ment of His Majesty’s bounty, and assure 
themselves full measure of happiness for 
many years to come. The high Lama 


| dignitary seemed gratified and much im- 
| pressed by these remarks, and most grate- 


| ful for the many favours shown to his 
be closed for the period of one year, in | ; 


country. 

The memorialist adds in conclusion that 
there was a fall of rain during his stay at 
Chiang-ta, and that from that place west- 
wards he noticed the crops were already 
showing an inch or two above ground. At 
Lhassa he found the native population of 
all classes and the Mahommedan and 
Nepalese traders generally quiet and con- 
tented, so that His Majesty need be under 
no anxiety on this account, 


INSPECTION OF GOVERNMENT HORSE-BREED- 
ING ESTABLISHMENTS IN MONGOLIA. 


As earlier reported to the Throne the new 
Military Governor of Uliasutai has, since 
his arrival at his post, been inspecting all 
the granaries, treasuries and military stores 
and equipments, etc., within his jurisdic- 
tion. He now reports further that on his 
way back from the outlying stations he 
recently inspected the droves of horses 
from the Government breeding establish- 
ments N. and S. of Uliasutai. In all 
twenty droves were counted over, and 
found to tally with the returns kept by the 
herd-masters, all the animals moreover 
being in capital condition. Memorialist 
discovered however, that the number of 
foals this year was greatly in excess of the 


~ regulation number, the explanation given 
for this being that there had heen no 
' heavy falls of snow during the winter and 
. spring months, so that the animals had 


suffered less than usual from this cause. 
Since the beginning of summer also fresh 
fodder has been abundant and the weather 
very favourable, the combined effect of all 
these causes being the production of a 
larger number of foals than in previous 
years, After memorialist’s return he dis- 
cussed the matter with Che-lin-to-erh-chi, 
the high officer in charge of the breeding- 
establishments, and came to the con- 
clusion that though a similar result could 
not be guaranteed every year, arrange- 
ments might be made for a _perma- 
nent increase in the riumber of animals 
drafted annually for service. All fouls 
born in one year being included in the 
returns of the next, memorialist has de- 
cided that from and after next year each 
drove shall be required to provide 10 more 
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horses per annum in addition to the pre- 
sent regulation number. This will give a 
total of 200 additional horses every year 
from the 20 herds ; these will be paztured 
with the other animals and drafted for 
service as required, being included in the 
returns forwarded to the Board at the end 
of each year. 


21st August. 


IRREGULARITIES AT PALACE EXAMINATIONS. 


A decree from His Majesty in reply toa 
Memorial from the Censor Liu Lun-hsiang, 
praying that certain abuses in connec- 
tion with the Palace examinations 


muy 
be rigorously suppressed. The Court 
examinations being the grand ordeal 
for the selection of men of talent, 


the high examiners are in duty bound to 
exercise the most perfect impartiality in 


their scrutiny of the candidates’ essays, so — 


that none may be improperly passed or 
rejected without good cause. If, as alleged 
by the Censor, public comment has been 
aroused of late by the increasing prevalence 
of irregularities at the Palace and Court 
exaninations, the matter is one that calls 
urgently for stringent reform. Hencefor- 
wird the high examiners appvinted must 
positively exercise ‘the most serupulous 
care in the revision of the essays. No 
euididate whose verses are faulty in respect 
of tones or rhymes, or which contain mis- 
quotations or characters wrongly written, 
is In any case to be placed among the first 
on the list. The several examiners are not 
to pick out the papers of particular candi- 
dates, or pass these over from one to 
another, so that there may be no possi- 
bility of any show of favouritism. All 
carelessness on their part in the detection 
of inistakes will incur corresponding pun- 
ishment, as soon as His Majesty is made 
cognisant of the fact. 

Referring to the practice among candi- 
dates of handing in specimens of their 
verse compositions to the examiners prior 
to the actual competition, His Majesty 
declares that such a proceeding differs in 
no respect from that of a candidate making 
private arrangements with an examiner for 
x distinctive mark on his essays. As, how- 
ever, the high examining officials are all 
specially appointed by the Throne, His 
Majesty imagines they would not knowing- 
ly lend themselves to this or any other form 
of frand, and therefore declines to enter- 
tain the Censor’s suggestion for the ap- 
pointment of Imperial Princes and Dukes 
to act as supervisors at the examinations. 

With reference to the Censor’s allegation 
that among the papers sent in by Wen 
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T‘ing-shih who passed 2nd on the list at 
the final competition during the recent 
Palace examination, the mistake in the two 


characters (/ié mien) [2] [iJ was not under- 
lined by the examiner, the President of 
the Board of Ceremonies is directed ot 
refer to the original papers in question, 
and to report to His Majesty the result 
of his inspection. 

In reply to the Censor’s further remarks 
on the predilection shown of late for the 
Shao-wen, many words, here and there, 
being now written in the seal character, 
thus enabling the examiners to guess with 
greater facility the indentity of the writer, 
and at the same time affording the latter 
an opportunity of falling in with the views 
of any examiner who is known to have a 
partiality for this style of writing, His 
Majesty points out that the regulations 
governing the conduct of the provincial and 
metropolitan examinations distinctly pro- 
hibit the use of the seal character in any 
form, as also any alteration in the mode of 
writing difficult characters, every infraction 
of this regulation being liable to punish- 
ment. The same rule holds good in the 
case of the Palace examinations, and any 
breach of it is to be punished in precisely 
the same way. 


SOUP-KITCHENS AT TUNGCHOW. 


A decree from the Emperor sanctions a 
further grant of 800 piculs of millet and 
2,200 piculs of rice for the soup-kitchens 
at Tungchow in order that rations of 
porridge may be given to the sufferers by 
the recent disastrous floods in that district. 


IKREGULARITIES IN THE BOARD OF CIVIL 
OFFICE. 


The Censor Liu Lung-hsiang complains 
that appointments to fill vacancies in the 
Board of Civil Office and Grand Secretariat 
are constantly made out of turn, from 
motives the reverse of incorrupt. Thus in 
the case of the recent vacancy as assistant 
reader in the Grand Secretariat, it was 
more than 140 days before the newly- 
appointed officer was presented in audience, 
a state of things plainly open to numerous 
objections. 

His Majesty accordingly now desires the 
Board of Civil Office to furnish an explana- 
tion on the subject. 


INSPECTION OF FRONTIER POSTS IN 
BIONGOLIA. 

The Military Governor of Uliasutai gives 
an account of his recent tour of inspec- 
tion of the frontier guard-houses and post- 
stations within his jurisdiction. 
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Having handed over temporary charge 
to the Military Assistant Governor Che-lin- 
to-erh-chi, memorialist left on 3rd June for 
Kobdo, holding an inspection at each of 
the 14 stations passed en route. At Kobdo 
he found that further progress westwards 
was impossible, owing to the mountain 
passes being still blocked by snow. He 
therefore turned northwards and visited 
the eight northerly stations in the Kobdo 
district. From the frontier post at Solei- 
k‘o memorialist continued his inspection 
as far as Chingchilik‘o, a distance of sixteen 
posts in all, in a most important tract of 
country. In every case the proper com- 
plement of military equipments, horses, 
camels, etc., was duly forthcoming, but the 
bows and arrows were found to be very an- 
cient, and were many of them damaged and 
unserviceable. The memorialistordered them 
to be replaced. He further visited all the 
posts in the neighbourhood of Uliasutai, 
from the ninth station on the North road 
to Haerhnitun, the twentieth on the South 
road, finding everything in order. His 
journey terminated on the 7th July, and 
he resumed charge on the same day.’ 

In conclusion memorialist requests sanc- 
tion to recommend for rewards a number, 
not exceeding thirty, of the officers by 
whom he was accompanied throughout his 
long and perilous journey..—By rescript this 
application is refused on the ground that the 
officers referred to have been merely doing 
their duty. 


22nd August. 


INSURRECTION IN YUNNAN. 


A decree acknowledging receipt of a 
memorial from the Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kweichow reporting the sup- 
pression of a serious rising at Chenkang- 
chou in Yiinnan, and applying for the 
bestowal of rewards on the officials and 
gentry instrumental in restoring order. In 
May and June last a band of conspirators 
headed by Tao Lao-wu murdered the 
hative departmental Magistrate Tao-men- 
chin-tu, and took possession of the town. 
The prefect of Yungch ‘ang-Fu immediately 
raised a force of local militia, and aided 
by the gentry of the place, succeeded in 
capturing the insurgent leader Tao Lao- 
wu, who was decapitated on the spot, a 
large number of the rebels being slain in 
the fight. These measures, resulting in 
the recovery of the town and complete 
restoration of order throughout the district, 
were carried out with the most laudable 
promptitude. His Majesty therefore sanc- 
tions that the naines of all officials and 
private individuals who more particularly 


distinguished themselves in connection 
with the affair be submitted to the Throne 
for rewards. 


RIVER CONSERVANCY IN SHENSI. 

The Lowen river which drains the Hua- 
chow district in Shensi runs in its upper 
reaches a perfectly straight course for over 
20 li, but below Wuchiach‘iao the river 
trends eastwards, meandering over the 
country for another 10 li before it joins 
the Wei. For several years past this portion 
of the river has been gradually silting up, 
so that the summer and autumn freshets 
are invariably followed by flovds which 
inundate large tracts of arable land on 
either bank. Since 1884 attempts have 
been made time and time again to remedy 
this state of things, but no sooner are 
the river banks repaired in one place, 
than they give way in another. Last 
autumn the crops were completely ruined 
by the floods, andthe Governor's predecessor 
accordingly called upon the local authorities 
to see what could be done in the matter. 
These recommended as the only effective 
plan that a fresh channel should be cut ma 
straight line to the River Wei from Hutsun 
in the Tali district due north of Wuchia- 
ch ‘iao, 

The actual distance from Wuchia-ch‘iao 
to the river Wei is 300 chang and the 
amount of land required for the new chan- 
nel will not be more than 20 mo or so In 
the Huachow district and about 10 mow in 
that of Tali, for which the respective owners 
are to receive adequate compensation, 
Memorialist is strongly in favour of this 
scheme which at no great expense will 
secure to the Huachow district permanent 
immunity from floods. He proposes there- 
fore to commence operations at once, the 
cost being entirely borne by the local 
authorities concerned. 


MINING ENTERPRISE IN YUNNAN, 


The projected extension of mining enter-. 
prise in the Yihsi district of Yiinnan has 
been in abeyance for some time owing to 
the remoteness of the locality, and for 
other reasons. As the Yinan mines are 
now giving indications of success, T‘ang 
Chiung, Superintendent of minesin Yiinnan, 
is anxious that the former also should 
be taken in hand without delay. The 
Mining Company is however unable to engage 
at present in any fresh enterprises, being 
not only unduly shorthanded, but more- 
over in want of funds, the expenditure on 
the various mines already reaching over 
Tls. 30,000 per month. Weihsi, Lichiang. 
Shunning, Lungling and T‘engyueh are all 
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within sauvage territory, and a good deal of 
private mining and petty export over the 
frontier is carried on by the natives. 
Were this to be strictly prohibited the 
latter would be deprived of their hveli- 
hood but no such prohibition could 
possibly be enforced among the mountains, 
whilst any mismanagement on the part 
of the officials would only lead to fresh 
complications. Under the circumstances 
it has become necessary to devise some 
other scheme, that may prove alike ad- 
vantageous to both government and peo- 
ple. Arrangements have therefore been 
made for the establishment of a central 
depot at Hsiakuan where all copper pro- 
duced by the natives will be bought up by 
Government. Official agents will visit T’eng- 


yiich and other places, for the purpose of | 


notifying the native chieftains that mining 
industry is open to everyone, whether 
Chinese or natives, on condition that it is 
not carried on secretly, but is duly reported 
to the authorities. All cupper is to be 
delivered to the Government officials at 
Hsiakuan, who will pay a fixed price for it. 
Under this system there will be none of the 
loss usually resulting from lack of super- 
vision, whilst the people will be in no way 
deprived of their living. If energetically 
worked, tlis source of wealth will m the 
course of a number of years be so develop- 
ed as not to attract the cotetous attention 
of outsiders (Sho wat jén), At Weihsl 
all necessary preliminaries have been ar- 
ringed, and the people are reported to be 
most enthusiastic over the scheme, In con- 
sideration of the remote situation of these 
wines the regulation price of Tls. 10.30 is 
not more than sufficient to retmburse the 
people for the prime cost to them of the cop- 
per, Memorialist therefore suggests that all 
copper from the native worked mines in 
the Yihsi district should be exempted for 
a period of two years from all charges by 
way of taxation and waste-allowance.—- 
Rescript: Let the Board of Revenne take note. 

Since April last the Mining Company has 
been turning out over 70,000 catties of 
copper per month from their mine at Ch ‘iao- 
chia, the other mines also producing alto- 
gether some 20,000 to 30,000 catties per 
mensem The shafts at Huitse, and Hsiian- 
wei, which are worked by the natives 
assisted by the company, are also producing 
over 10,000 catties per month which 
is regularly bought up by the Company. 
The copper in transit and at the mines can- 
not amount to less than 300,000 catties, 
and the 50,000 catties forming the second 
instalment of the 9th consignment of copper 
for Peking will reach Luchow without fail 
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in the course of the 7th month, whence 
it will be despatched in the ensuing month 
in charge of an official agent. The Com- 
pany have been strictly enjoined to make 
every exertion to have the 50,000 catties 
forming the first instalment of the tenth 
consignment in readiness to go forward 
during the present year. 

The mines generally are flourishing and 
everything is working smoothly. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


Ch‘ang-keng, the Imperial Resident in 
Tibet. reports on the spring inspection of 
the Chinese and native forces stationed in 
Anterior Tibet. 

The review was conducted by memorialist 
in person on the 22nd June and following 
days. The various evoluticns were per- 
formed with accuracy, the volley firing, 
shield, sword, and spear exercises, sham- 
fight, etc. being all cleverly executed. The 
scores made at archery practice, both 
mounted and on fvot, were of unequal 
excellence, but averaged over 70 per cent. 
After the review those who had acquitted 
themselves with special credit were re- 
warded by having their names recorded for 
advancement, others whose merit was less 
conspicuous received presents of silk, satin, 
silver medals, pouches and pen-knives, 
whilst all who failed to come up to the 
requisite standard were at once degraded or 
reprimanded. 

MOVEMENTS OF DALAI LAMA, 

Every year at the approach of summer 
the Dalai Lania removes his residence to 
the Lo-ling Kai-sang-po-chang temple where 
he instructs the assembled Lamas from the 
Se-la, Pu-lai-p‘eng and Ha-erh-tan temples 
in the ritual observances. In the 9th or 
10th month he returns to Mount Potala, 
his movements on each occasion being re- 
gularly reported to the Imperial Resident. 
Memorialist is now informed that the Dalai 
Lama proceeded to the temple in question 
on the 6th June last, escorted as usual by 
a guard of soldiers. 


23rd August. 
No papers of interest. 
24th August. 


EMBANKMENTS AT THE NEW MOUTH OF THE 
YELLOW RIVER. 


Towards the end of last year the Governor 
of Shantung submitted a scheme for em- 
banking bot: sides of the Yellow River for 
some distance from its new mouth at Han- 
chiat‘ao. The proposal, which included 
the damming up of the old bed so as to 
prevent the water reaching the sea in two 
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sluggish channels, was duly approved by the 
Throne, and a sum of Ts. 98,000 was placed 
at the Governor's disposal for carrying 
out the project. Its execution was entrusted 
to Li Hsi-chieh and Wei Lun-hsien, two 
Taotais on the Shantung staff, who made 
plans and estimates of the work. The bed 
of the old river, measuring 216 chang m 
breadth, was dammed up first, and early in 
May work was started on the embankments 


along the course of the new bed which on » 


the southern side were carnied for a dis- 
tance of 3,973 chang from the sea, and 
extended for a length of 4,690 chang on 
the northern side. The configuration of 
the ground rendered it necessary to make 
some slight modifications in the mea- 
surements originally submitted to the 
Throne. The whole undertaking was 
completed on the 13th of June last and 
on inspection the work was fouhd to have 
been done in an honest and substantial man- 
ner, the only deviation from the original 
plan that was of any importance being the 
necessity of making the embankments end 
some little distance from the mouth of the 
river owing to the danger they would incur 
from the action of the tides. The current 
is now running freely in the new channel 
and as a proof of the efficacy of the work, 
it is stated that very shortly after its com- 
pletion, the rise in the river below P‘iut‘ai 
was only four feet while in the upper reaches 
it had risen six feet. The Governor con- 
cludes by submitting for various forms of 
reward or promotion a number of officials 
who, as he puts it, had moved about through 
mud and mire in the prosecution of such 
an arduous enterprise. 

The recommendations in favour of the 
officers mentioned are approved by a Re- 
script appended to the Memorial. 


25th August. 
FLOODS AT JEHO. 


En Liang, Deputy Lieutenant General 
of Jeho, reports the existence of severe 
floods in the vicinity of the City. It ap- 
pears that rain fell with unusual violence 
for a number of days in succession and the 
river became so swollen by the influx of 
water from the mountain torrents that 
several breaches were made in the stone 
embankment. The foundations have also 
been undermined in places and the entire 
wall of the Imperial palace has given way. 
Immediate steps were taken by the 
Magistrate of Ch‘éngté to guard against 
further disaster, but the river is still so 
high that memorialist is not free from 
anxiety. Hehas applied to the Governor- 
General Li Hung-chang for instructions 
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how to proceed with the necessary repairs. 
—Reseipt: Let prompt meastures be tuken to 
make goud the damage. 

The same official in a postscript memorial 
farther reports the damage caused by the 
floods to the embankment along the usually 
dry bed of the torrent to the south of the 
city. Fortunately no breaches were made 
and the dwellings of the country people 
were saved from inundation. The damage 
done is not serious and as the level of the 
water has sinee fallen the necessary repairs 
have already been taken in hand. | 


26th August. 


SUPPLY OF RICE FOR RELIEF OF DISTRESS IN 
PEKING AND NEIGHBOURHOOD? PKROHIBI- 
TION AGAINST EXPORT FROM’ SHANGHAI 
AN’ WUHU KEMOVED., 


In a decree dated 29th of July, a copy of 
which was forwarded to the Viceroy at 
Tientsin, the Emperor refers to the memo- 
rial which had been presented to the Throne 
by the Censor Ho Fu-k‘un, suggesting 
that encouragement be given to merchants 
to import rice into Peking with a view to 
reducing the price of the commodity, which 
had been vreatly enhanced in consequence 
of the floods. Li Hung-chang was ordered 
to issue notices to the merchants in Tien- 
tsin and was authorised, if necessary, to 
remit all Customs duties and dues leviable 
on rice destined for the relief of the dis- 
tress. In acknowledging the receipt of 
this decree the memorialist states that very 
little rice is produced in the neighbourhood 
of Tientsin and that the supplies for the 
north are mostly derived from Wuhu and 
other districts in the Two Kiang pro- 
vyinces, Last year, owing to the distress 
which prevailed in Kiangsu and the absence 
of any prospect of an autumn harvest, the 
Viceroy at Nanking prohibited the export 
of rice from Shanghai, Wuhu and several 
other ports. The supply from the south 
having thus been suddenly cut off, the price 
rose rapidly in the north and when the 
recent calamity occurred in the neighbour- 
hood of Peking, the supply of grain was 
entirely insufficient for the wants of the 
people. As there is a prospect of a very 
good harvest this year in the north of 
Kiangnan, the memorialist telegraphed to 
his colleague at Nanking and to the 
Governor of Anhui, asking them to have 
the prohibition immediately removed and 
to allow the export of grain free of duty and 
likin. He at the same time telegraphed 
to the Taotai at Shanghai and to the China 
Merchants’ Co., urging them to do all that 
they could to promnte the conveyance of 
erain to Tientsin. Notices issued by the 
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Taotai at the last-mentioned place informed 
the people that they were at liberty to 
convey the grain to Peking free of all duty. 
The China Mercliants’ Co.’s agent reports 
having collected three thousand piculs of 
rice at Tientsin which will be forwarded on 
as a first instalment to Peking. The 
Viceroy at Nanking replied to the effect 
that the prohibition against the export of 
rice from Shanghaihad already been removed 
and that the Customs Taotai there had 
been instructed to grant permits exempting 
from Customs duty all rice destined for 
conveyance to Peking. Smilar instructions 
had been issued at Wuhu, whence steamers 
would be allowed to export rice without 
payment of likin, the customs dues to be 
paid as before so as to prevent any fraud 
upon the revenue. The food of the people 
in the north is also to aconsiderable extent 
composed of miscellaneous cereals imported 
from the lower provinces of Manchuria, and 
the Viceroy is sending agents to Newchwang 
to procure supplies from that quarter. He 
feels certain that the measures detailed 
above will soon have the effect of reducing 
the price of grain in the distressed districts. 


RETIREMENT OF THE GOVERNOR OF 
KUANGTONG. 


Yii Chih-k‘ai, the acting Governor at 
Canton, who recently obtained permission to 
retire from the public service on the ground 
of old age, reports that he has handed over 
the seals of office to the Viceroy Li Han- 
chang. Although his advanced age pre- 
cludes the possibility of further active 
service, he does not intend to spend the 
remainder of his life in ease and idleness, 
bnt hopes to improve the morals of his 
native place by inculcating lessons of virtue 
and filial affection. Li Han-chang, in assum- 
ing the office of acting Governor, dwellsupon 
the increased responsibility which has 
devolved upon him, and expresses a fear 
that even his long experience of high ad- 
ministrative posts, extending over nearly a 
quarter of a century, may not qualify him 
for the efficient discharge of the duties 
attacthing to the dual position. 


27th August. 


APPOINTMENT OF FIRST LIEUTENANT ON THE 
GUNBOAT ‘* KUANG-CHIA.” 

Ting Pe-ch‘ang, the Admiral of the Nor- 
thern Fleet, having reported that there 
was a vacancy in the post of First Lieuten- 
ant on the gunboat Kuang-chia, which has 
recently come from Canton to join in the 
evolutions of the Northern Fleet, the Vice- 
roy Li Hung-chang has appointed a Lieuten- 
ant named Sung Wén-hui to the vacant 
post. 
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28th August. 


FUNDS FOR RELIEF PURPOSES IN NEIGHBOUR- 
HOOD OF PEKING, 


Ina decree published to-day the Emperor 
orders the Board of Revenue to furnish 
Tls. 50,000 in silver and 600,000 strings of 
Peking cash together with 100,000 piculs of 
grain for the relief of the distress in the 
neighbourhood of the capital. 


HIGH OFFICER APPOINTED TO SUPERINTEND 
THE REPAIRS OF THE BREACH IN THE 
YUNGTING HO. 


The Viceroy Li describes at some length 
the difficulties connected with the repair of 
the breach in the Yungting River, on ac- 
count of the great scarcity of millet stalks 
at this period of the year. The Taotai of 
the river, Wan P‘ei-yin, has so far made 
no progress whatever with the work, and 
is not considered by the Viceroy to be 
altogether competent for the task. He 
therefore proposes to detach the Provincial 
Judge Chou Fu, who has had great ex- 
perience of river works in the province of 
Chihli since the year 1871, for special ser- 
vice in connection with the repairs of the 
breach. He will have the assistance of an 
expectant Taotai named Wu Y'‘ing-pin, 
who has on various occasions been Sub- 
prefect of different sections of the river 
and was recently acting Taotai of it. 


NEW COINAGE AT CANTON. 


The Viceroy of Canton reports that dol- 
lars and subsidiary coins have been struck 
at the mint at Canton, specimens ofwhich he 
forwards for the inspection of the Emperor. 
The foreign inscription on the mould was 
altered into a dragon and the face of the 
coin bears an inscription showing that it 
has been minted at Canton. The dollars 
are 7 mace 2 candareens in weight, ninety 
per cent. of which is pure silver. The next 
largest coin, the half-dollar, weighs 3 mace 
6 candareens, eighty-six per cent. of which 
is pure silver.—The other subsidiary coins 
weigh respectively 1 mace 4 candarins 4 li ; 
” candareens 2 ]i, and 3 candareens 6 li; all 
of which contain 82 per cent. of pure silver 
and are of precisely the same standard as 
the foreign coins now in circulation. They 
are being issued in payment of current ex- 
penditure by the Board of Re-organisation 
and, being well mintedand clearly engraved, 
are generally approved of by the mercantile 
community and promise to have a wide 
circulation. 

29th August. 
RETIREMENT OF A TAOTAI. 


The Viceroy of the Hu Kuang provinces 
submits an application on behalf of Yeh 
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Yin-fang, Salt Intendant at Wuch‘ang, for 
permission to vacate his post for three 
months in order to enable him to visit his 
ancestral home in Honan. The Taotai en- 
tered the public service over twenty years 
ago, and during all that time he has never 
been able to revisit his home. ‘The ances- 
tral graves have fallen into a sad state of 
desrepair and urgently require his atten- 
tion.—tranted by rescript. 
TRANSFER OF A TAOTAI TO ANOTHER 
PROVINCE ON ACCOUNT OF RELATIONSHIP 
WITH THE GOVERNOR. 


The Governor of Hupeh explains that Li 
Shan-ping, the acting Taotai at Hankow, is 
a relation of his by marriage, and asks that 
he should, in accordance with the standard 
regulations on the subject, obtain a transfer 
to another province. The Taotai’s daughter 
is the wife of the Gover.or’s third son and 
the proposed transfer has accordingly been 
sanctioned. 


30th August. 
STATE SACRIFICES DURING EIGHTH MONTH. 


The Court of Sacrilicial Worship having 
submitted a note of the various State sacri- 
fices which have to be offered in the 
course of the 8th month, His Majesty ap- 
points various high officers to conduct the 
ceremonies. First on the list comes the 
Worship of the God of Literature on. the 
3rd of the month, followed on the 7th by 
that of the River and Dragon Gods. The 
10th isthe date of the autumnal equinox, 
when sacrifices have to be offered at the 
Temple of the Evening Moon and at the 
Temple of Confucius. On the 11th are the 
sacrifices to the tutelary gods of the State, 
which will be conducted by His Majesty in 
person, and lastly on the 13th those of the 
God of War. 


PROTEST AGAINST PROPOSED ABOLITION OF 
EXTRA GRADUATE-SHIPS IN SZECHUAN. 


A memorial from the Governor-General 
of Szechuan protesting against the proposed 
discontinuance of the system of granting 
additional graduateships at the triennial 
examinations, in return for contributions 
by the people of that province towards the 
necessities of the public service. 

At the instance of the Censor Hsii Chia- 
ting instructions were recently issued by the 
Board of Ceremonies, with the sanction of 
His Majesty, that no applications for the 
grant of extra degrees would under any 
circumstances be entertained in future. 
These orders having been duly communica- 
ted by memorialist to his subordinates, the 
Lieutenant-Governor has now submitted a 
petition to the following effect on behalf of 


8 [Auc. 29—30. 


a number of the provincial gentry and 


literati. The system in question dates back 
to the time of the Taiping rebellion, when 
the Emperor first sanctioned the levy of an 
annual addition to the land tax under the 
head of ching-t‘ieh or auxiliary allowance. 

The exigencies of the times soon led to a 
further annual assessment, under the head 
chiiun shu, the two together producing a 
million or more taels per aunum according 
to the harvests. In return for these nomi- 
nally voluntary contributions one addition- 
al graduateship, over and above the fixed 
number, was granted for every Tls. 300,000 
thus raised for public purposes, the people 
being induced by means of this concession 
to submit cheeerfully to an amount of taxa- 
tion far inexcess of that properly imposed by 
statute. When peace was restored and the 
people from to time applied to be relieved 
of this extra taxation, 1t was represented to 
them that more than half the Ts. 2,000,000 
required annually to furnish the subsidies 
for Peking, the N.E. frontier defonce fund, 
as well as for Kansu, Kashgar, and other 
provinces, was drawn from the two taxes 
in question. If they on their part had to 
strain every effort in order to pay the tax- 
ation demanded of them, at the same time 
they were treated with the most exceptional 
liberality in: that Szechuan alone of all the 
18 provinces enjoyed the privilege of being 
granted additional degrees inreturn fortheir 
contributions. These arguments had the de- 
sired effect, and the system has accordingly 
been in force ever since. Numbers of Sze- 
chuan graduates, however, never succeed in 
obtaining official employment, and though 
they certainly benefit to the extent of the 
extra degrees granted, they are no better off 
then than if they had received a button of 
rank. If they are now further to be deprived 
of the barren honour of the degrees, they will 
naturally seek for the first opportunity to 
relieve themselves of some portion of their 
load of taxation. With regard to the 
Censor’s assertion that Szechuan is by no 
means heavily taxed in.comparison with 
other provinces, it ig true that the statutory 
taxation is light, but when to this is super- 
added the amount of the supplementary 
levies the result is something like fishing 
in a dried-up pond. Again, at the last 
provincial examinations only 10 graduate- 
ships were granted on account of contribu- 
tions to the public service, out of a total of 
110, by no means an excessive proportion, 
when everything is taken into consideration. 
The total number of degrees, also, was less 
than in the province of Chékiang, and not, 
as stated by the Censor, greater than 
in either Chihli or Chékiang. In short, 
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the popular feeling in the inatter is that 
Szechuan being the only province in which 
the system of supplementary levies is in 
force, sv on the same ground to Szechuan 
alone should be conceded the privilege of 
additional degrees. 

With reference to the foregoing, memo- 
rialist would humbly observe that the 
Censor appears not to have fully grasped 
the object originally contemplated in 


-granting these additional graduateships. . 


He seems moreover to refer rather to 
subscriptions for which special rewards 
have been already granted to the donor. 
The regulation applies, however, only in 
the case of contributions not specially 
brought to the notice of the Throne, the 
course usually followed hitherto being to 
calculate the sum total contributed during 
the three previous years, deducting all 
amounts for which rewards have already 
been granted or applied for. Memorialist 
therefore begs that His Majesty will sanc- 
tion the continuance of the present system, 
which, whilst serving as an incentive to the 
literary class, at the same time provides 
the funds required for the use of the public 
service. 

In a postscript memorialist adds that 
the gentry and literati have addressed to him 
a petition to the same effect as that above 
quoted. He is sending copies of that 
document and of his answer to it to the 
Grand Council and to the Boards of 
Revenue and Ceremonies.— ipplication 
granted by Rescript, the Boards concerned 
being directed to take cognisance. 

In a supplementary memorial giving ex- 
pression to his own views on this subject 
the Governor-General of Szechuan states 
that the impoverished condition of the 
province is sufficiently attested by the fact 
that the amount of subscriptions received of 
late under the new Maritime Defence Re- 
gulations varies from one to five thousand 
taels per month, or say forty to fifty thou- 
sand taels per annum. The levies in 
question are essentially voluntary in their 
character, and if the system of grauting 
additional graduateships is abolished, there 
will be an eud to all inducement to con- 
tribute further to the needs of the public 
service, The people will infallibly stand 
aloof, and though the authorities may en- 
courage and exhort them to subscribe, it 
would be contrary to law to insist on 
their subscribing. For some years past the 
revenue of the province has been barely 
sufficient to cover expenditure, and several 
appeals have been made for a reduction in 
the amount of subsidies required to be 
provided by the province, but without 


159 


er 


effect. The Censor views the question from 
the standpoint of the examinations only, 
and omits all consideration of the financial 
aspects of the matter. Any ill-considered 
step taken now will inevitably entail 
disastrous consequences hereafter. Memo- 
rialist therefore feels himself constrained 
to request that there may be no departure 
from the present system of granting addi- 
tional graduateships, —Noted. 


HAYOC WROUGHT BY HEAVY RAINS AT 
WESTERN MAUSOLEA. 


A memorial from Ying-k‘uei and his 
colleagues describing the damage done at 
the Western Mausolea by the five-days’ fall 
of rain in July last. From the 15th to the 
19th of that month there was a continuous 
and heavy downpour of rain, flooding 
all the level ground within the enclosure 
of the Mausolea to the depth of 5 or 6 feet, 
many of the bridges were swept away or 
much damaged by the force of the surging 
torrent of waters, the stone roads forming the 
approaches to the different Mausolea being 
also washed away in many places. Portions 
of the enclosure wall and nine of the cul- 
verts under it were destroyed by the rush 
of water seeking an exit, The Mausolea 
which principally suffered in this way are 
those of the Emperors Tao Kwang, Chia 
Ch‘ing and Yung Cheng, and the Mausolea 
of the Empresses of the two former. The 
roofs of several of the main and side halls of 
the Mausolea are also in a leaky condition. 

No such heavy rains have occurred for 
many years, and the floods are worse than 
they were in 1883. As the Chung-yiian 
festival—on the 16th of the 7th moon—is 
now at hand memorialists propose to have 
certain of the demulished bridges replaced 
by temporary board structures, and to 
have the damage to the roads repaired 
wherever necessary. The total cost will not 
exceed Ts. 400, which will be defrayed out 
of the treasury of the Western Mausolea. 

Memorialist adds, as some slight consola- 
tion to His Majesty, that the avenues of 
pines and cypress-trees have not suffered 
any damage. They find further that the 
present year ig one during which for geo- 
mantic reasons no repairs should be under- 
taken to the buildings of the Mausolea.— 
Rescript separately issued. 


3lst August. 


FLOODS IN CHIHLI RELIEF: MEASURES 
PROPOSED BY CENSOR. 


A memorial from the Censor Yi Lien- 
yiian submitting various suggestions for 
the relief of the sufferers by the recent 
disastrous floods in the province of Chibh. 
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For scores of years, says the memorialist, 
no such calamity has occurred as that which 
lately converted into one vast lake the 
-whole of the country lying east, west and 
south of Peking. The condition of the un- 
fortunate inhabitants thus rendered home- 
less and destitute 1s even more indescrib- 
ably wretched than that depicted by Cheng- 
hsia in the time of the Sung dynasty, and 
memorialist is therefore emboldened to 
offer the following suggestions in connec- 
tion with the work of relief. 

(1) Owing to the immense extent of 
the flooded area, and the paucity of boats 
available for the purpose, the distributors 
of charitable relief are unable to proceed 
to the rescue of the suffering inhabitants, 
whilst the latter are equally prevented 
from coming to where assistance is to be 
found, and in the meantime delay may 
well prove fatal. Memorialist therefore 
suggests that arrangements should be made 
for sending trusty officials round all the 
distressed districts, distributing relief as 
they go, so that no district may be left 
unvisited, and not a single soul be allowed 
to remain unsuccoured. 

(2) Every autumn and winter the soup- 
kitchens in Peking and the neighbourhood 
receive grants of millet, supplies of which 
have also been issued on the present 
occasion. There 1s however ten times more 
rice than millet stored in the various Go- 
vernment granaries, and memorialist con- 
sequently recommends that so many thous- 
and piculs of rice should be at once issued 
for the relief of the immediate necessities 
of the moment. 

(3) The system of raising subscriptions is 
already strained to its very utmost limits, 
and the recently inaugurated Maritime De- 
fence Fund has not evoked any very marked 
enthusiasm on the part of contributors. 
Any further subscription lists, under a 
now name, are not therefore very likely 
to prove more successful. At the same 
time funds are urgently needed on a 
large scale for relief purposes. Memorialist 
would now propose that the regulations 
should be so modified as to permit of sub- 
scriptions to the Relief Fund being raised 
concurrently with those for the Maritime 
Defence Fund, all contributors of large 
amounts being rewarded accordingly. 

(4) The price of rice in Peking is going 
up every day, owing to the short stocks 
available. Memorialist therefore suggests 
that the high authorities in Chékiang and 
Kiangsu should be instructed to purchase 
supplhes of grain, and forward the same by 
steamer to Peking, where the rice would 
be sold at cheap rates and its original cost 


fAug. 31—Sper. 3. 


sm re _ - 


| thus easily recovered.—Rescript previously 


published. 
MOURNING ETIQUETTE. 


K‘uei-ying, one of the ofticers in charge 
of the Western Mausolea, represents that 
he is the son by adoption of Hsu Ming, 
his own mother, Ch‘en Chia-shih, who 
has just died, being the second wife of 
Hsit Tsung. Under these circumstances 
he begs for instructions as to whether he 
should go into mourning for her. Memo- 
rialist 18 under orders to conduct the 
sacrifices on the 23rd August next, on 
the occasion of the anniversary of the 
death of the consort of the Emperor Tao 
Kwang. In the event of his having to 
retire on account of mourning, memorialist 
fears there will be no time to appoint another 
officer in his place, and begs therefore for 
sanction to depute Yi P‘u, who 1s already 
on the spot, to othciate in his stead. A 
similar request is preferred also with refer- 
ence to the ceremonies to be performed 
on the occasion of the ching-yiian festival 
on the 29th August.—Rescript: Let the 
Department conce ned take cognisance. 

REMITTANCES FROM SHANSI TO PEKING. 


The province of Shansi has been required 
to furnish during the present year a sui of 
Tls. 600,000 for the use of the Central 
Government. Tls. 200,000 have already 
been forwarded in three instalmeuts to 
Peking, and the Governor now reports the 
transmission of a fourth instalment of Ts. 
100,000. 

1st September. 


No papers of interest, 
‘2nd September. 


RECOMMENDATION FOR POST 
AKSU, 

The Acting Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan recommends an officer named Chen 
Ming-yii for the post of Taotai at Aksu, 
vacant by the death of Wang Chiu-ming 
shortly after his appointment. The officer 
now recommended is 62 years of age and a 
native of the Hunan province. He has 
served for many years in the New Dominion 
and possesses thereforé a most intimate 
acquaintance with frontier questions, be- 
sides being in other respects the most eligi- 
ble man for the appointment.—Referred to 
the Board of Civil Office. 

3rd September. 

RIVER AND LAKE CONSERVANCY IN CHEKIANG. 

In obedience to instructions conveyed to 
him from the Throne, the Governor of 
Chékiang reports on the measures he pro- 
poses taking for the conservancy of the 
Nanhu, a lake in the district of Yithang. 
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Since the preliminary survey held by 
the local officials and gentry shortly after 
the receipt of His Majesty's commands, 
memorilalist has himself been over the 
whole ground. He finds that the lake 
1 question acts as a reservoir for the 
waters coming down from the T‘ienmu 
hills, and thus preserves the districts of 
Hungchow, Chiahsing, and Huchow from 
being inundated in times of flood. It is 
fed by the T‘iao river which, after a rapid 
course, enters the lake in two streams on 
the S.W. and 8.E. sides, which are known 
respectively as the upper and lower Jakes, 
The former has been neglected for so long 
that much of it has become dry land, actu- 
ally cultivated in places. Any attempt to 
deepen it would involve enormous labour 
and expense, and may therefore be pro- 
nounced altogether impracticable. The 
lower lake, though also silted up to some 
extent, is still fairly deep, and will be 
taken in hand as soon as possible. The 
T‘iao river, which rises in the T‘ienmu 
hills, brings down considerable quantities 
of sand and mud and is also gradually 
silting up in its tower reaches, so that 
to deal only with the lake and do nothing 
for the conservancy of the river would be 
a measure of very questionable practical 
utility. Memorialist proposes therefore to 
proceed simultaneously with the deepening 
of both lake and river, the cost of which is 
estimated at 100,000 strings of cash more 
or less, including the raising of the banks, 
and construction of stone dams, &c. This 
sum will be provided out of the relief fund, 
and included among the expenditure on 
relief works. At the present moment how- 
ever there is a considerable quantity 
of water in the lake and the agricultural 
population are all hard at work in the 
fields. Operations will therefore not be com- 
menced till after the autumn, being then 
carried out either by the troops or by 
hired lnbour, as may be decided on when 
the time comes. 

The Governor intends to have the task 
superintendended by two officers of some- 
what high rank, viz., the Acting Taotai of 
the Hangchiahu circuit, Feng Shen-t‘ai, 
who has had considerable experience at 
this kind of work, and Chia Fu-tseng, an 
expectant Taotai ou the provinctal staff, 
who has shown himself most energetic in 
the work of relief.—ecript: Let the 
Board conce: ned take cognisance. 


DISASTROUS FIRE IN ANHUI, 


The magistrate of the Hsiiyi district in 
Anhui has reported to the Governor the 
occurrence of a disastrous fire at a place 
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called Imin, in the vicinity of the district 
city. 296 houses were burnt, but there 
was no loss of life, the fire having broken 
out in the day-time. The magistrate was 
taking measures for the relief of the suf- 
ferers, and had applied to the Taotai of the 
Feng-ying-lin-ssu circuit for further con- 
tributions. The latter in his report on the 
subject characterises the people of the dis- 
trict in question as being very careless 
about fire and states that he has sent an 
officer to distribute funds among the 
sufferers to enable them to put up tempor- 
ary matsheds. In consideration of their 
destitute condition a further sum of Tls. 
700 had been handed to the magistrate for 
distribution among the people according to 
the extent of their losses. 


4th September. 
BRIGANDAGE IN YUNNAN. 


A decree in reply to a memoria] from 
Wang Wen-shao, Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow, reporting the dis- 
persal of a band of brigands who have been 
harrying the district of Mengla in Yunnan 
for some time past. The Governor-General 
states that the brigands on being pursued 
by the governmeut troops fled to Chintst- 
ho and Nawochai, where they prepared to 
defend themselves. The Brigadier-Generals 
Ho Hsiu-lin and Ma Wei-ch‘i advanced 
gallantly to the attack, and promptly gained 
possession of Nawochai, following up this 
success by the capture of the rebels’ strong- 
hold at Chintsuho, a number of the brigands 
being executed, and perfect tranquillity 
thus restored throughout the district. 

This result is most satisfactory, and the 
officers whose efforts conduced to its ac- 
complishment deserve to be appropriately 
rewarded. (Here follows a list of promo- 
tions, &c. ) 

Of the three officers whose dismissal is 
recommended by the Governor-General one 
is cashiered, but allowed to retain his post, 
the two others being dismissed from the 
service in perpetuity. 


EXTRA GRANTS TO PEKING SOUP-KITCHENS, 


At the instance of the Censor Chung- 
ling, and in view of the exceptional distress 
prevailing this year, His Majesty sanc- 
tions the distribution of relief by the 15 
charitable organisations in Peking. com- 
mencing two months earlier than usual, 
viz. from the Ist of the 8th moon. 

Eight other soup-kitchens named, which 
ordinarily receive an allowance of 330 
piculs of millet per month, are also to 


be granted extra supplies for two months. 
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POSTHUMOUS DISTINCTIONS BESTOWED 
ON BRIGADIER-GENERAL KUNG- 
CHI-CH ‘ANG. 


A decree in reply to a memorial from 
Wang Wén-shao requesting the bestowal 
of posthumous honours on Kung Chi-ch ‘ang, 
General of the Yiin-yang brigade in Hupeh, 
who fought in Kaiangsi, Kuangsi, Anhui 
and Kueichow during the reign of Hsien 
Féng and Tung Chih, and was present at 
the capture of many important places. 
His Majesty sanctions the grant of the 
highest distinctions usual in the case of a 
general who dies after distinguished service 
in the field ; his military exploits are to be 
recorded by the State Historiographer’s 
office, and sacrifices in his honour otfered 
up in the temples erected in Kiangsi, 
Kueichow and elsewhere to the memory 
of his leader, Hsi Pao-tien. His relatives 
are likewise authorised to erect a memorial 
temple to the deceased at his native place 
at Chengpu in Hunan. 


REVOLT IN YUNWAN SUPPRESSED. 


The Governor-General of Yiinnan and 
Kueichow and the Governor of Yiinnan in 
a joint memorial report the suppression of 
a serious revolt among the aboriginal tribes 
of Yiinnan, in the course of which the 
native administrator of Chenkang was killed 
and the place itself fell into the hands of 
the rebels. 

The native department of Chenkang in 
Yiinnan is under the jurisdiction of the 
Prefect of Yung-chang, from whose reports 
memorialists have gathered the following 
account :—On the 19th May last the native 
administrator and several of his retainers 
were murdered by a band of brigands led 
by a relative of his named Tao-lao-wu, who 
two days later entered and took possession 
of the township of Chenkang. Ags soon 
as the news reached the Prefect of Yung- 
chang he at once started off with a con- 
tingent of local train-bands to quoll the 
revolt, and on the 3rd June reached 
Hsiaomeng. Here he was joined by a 
number of native chiefs with their levies, 
whom he had previously summoned by 
express messenger to meet him there. 
The joint forces advanced with all possible 
speed, and on the following day arrived 
before Chenkang. Whilst the train-bands 
surrounded the place on all sides, the native 
levies, led by the chieftain Ma Yii-t‘ang, 
advanced gallantly to the assault. The 
rebels coming out to meet them were receiy- 
ed with a volley, and a hot combat ensued 
in the course of which two of their leaders 
and over 40 of the rebels were killed. 
Tao-lao-wu himself was taken prisoner 
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and, being severely wounded, was imme- 
diately decapitated before all the troops. 
The rest of the rebely took to flight in 
every direction and the town was then 
reoccupied, the casualties in the affair being 
2 killed and 5 wounded. The native de- 
partment of Chenkang extends for over 
100 Ui from N. to 8. and the same from E. 
to W. It is thus of considerable exteut, 
and being moreover situated on the borders 
of Burma could not well be left without 
some ruling authority. The sons of the 
late administrator being still quite young 
and there being no other relative who 
could administer the government during 
their minority, the Prefect decided under 
these circumstances and in accordance with 
the native custom in such cases, to instal 
the widow provisionally in the govern- 
ment, at the same time ordering the native 
chieftains to give her the benefit of their 
support and assistance. By these measures 
perfect tranquillity had been restored 
throughout the district, but the Prefect was 
still encamped at Mengtung in order to 
carry out the arrangements necessary to 
complete the effect of the late operations. 
With reference to the foregoing, memo- 
rialists beg to observe that the rebel ‘Tao- 
lao-wu was the younger brother of the late 
administrator Tsao-men-chin-tu, and had 
been for the last ten years wandering about 
from place to place in Burmese territory. 
If the Prefect of Yungchang—which is 380 
li distant from Ohenkang—had shown the 
slightest hesitation or delay in dealing with 
the crisis caused by the revolt, irreparable 
harm would have been done. As soon as 
the news reached him, however, he quietly 
and promptly concerted ineasures which 
resulted in the extermination of the 
rebel leader and the recovery of fli 
town, without entailing the despatch of 
a large expedition or any heavy expen- 
diture ; this prompt action having a most 
beneficial effect on the border-tribes gener- 
ally. Memorialists are treating of the 


Prefect’s services iu a supplementary 
despatch, and beg further to bring 


to the notice of the Throne the valuable 
assistance rendered at a critical moment by 
the officers and private gentlemen who took 
part in the operations. They therefore 
request His Majesty's permission to submit 
for rewards the names of all those who 
more particularly distinguished themselves 
in the recent operations. — Decree separately 
issued. 
SUSPENSION BRIDGE IN YUNNAN, 

In obedience to the dying behests of his 
parents, Chiang Tsung-han, Brigadier-Ge- 
neral in Kueichow, has erected a chain 
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suspension bridge over the Tsuli river at 
Hoch‘ing in Yiinnan, his native place, and 
has further set apart a piece of land the 
annual income of which is to be applied for 
the maintenance of the bridge m a state of 
repair, the total contribution amounting to 
over Tls. 14,000. 

In bringing the above to the notice of 
the Throne, the Governor-General of 
Yiinnan and Kueichow states that the 
bridge thus erected on the upper waters of 
the Tsuli or Chinshachiang is constructed 
of iron chains slung across the river and 
planked over, provided with a parapet and 
roofed in overhead. It is 260 feet in 
length, 84 feet broad, and 23’ feet abuve 
the surface of the water and cost in all 
Tis. 14,517. As a reward for the liberality 
thus displayed by Chiang ‘Isung-han, 
memorialst asks His Majesty to give per- 
mission for the erection of a memorial 
archway in honour of the donor’s deceased 
parents, inscribed with the usual honorific 
inscription.—Sanctioned by Rescript. 


REPAIRS TO YAMEN OF OFFICER IN CHARGE 
OF WESTERN MAUSOLEA. 

The officer in charge of the Western 
Mausolea applies for a grant of funds for 
the repair of his yamén, which suffered im- 
mense damage during the heavy rains inJuly 
last. Twelve chien of buildings have been 
reduced to a deplorable condition and the 
greater part of the enclosure wall will have 
to be rebuilt. The estimates, which have 
been cut down as much as possible, amount 
to Tls. 4,600, giving at the customary re- 
duction of 50 per cent. a sum of Tls. 2,250 
actually required for the work. As neither 
the treasury of the Western Mausolea nor 
memoriulist have any fuuds in hand, he 
begs that the Viceroy of Chihli may be 
directed to provide the above sum without 
delay. The buildings forming his private re- 
sidence, memorialist adds, will be repaired 
by him at his own expense.— Approved, 


5th September. 


ADDITIONAL GRANTS FOR TUNGCHOW 
SOUP-KITCHENS, 

The Superintendents of the Peking Gra- 
naries and the Governors of the Metropoli- 
tan Prefecture state that every winter the 
soup-kitchens at ‘‘unychow receive an al- 
lowance of 800 piculs of rice. with addi- 
tional grants in times of exceptional dis- 
tress. Owing to the recent calamitous 
floods Tungchow is now thronged by an 
unusually large number of destitute per- 
sons, and memorialists therefore request 
that on this occasion the usual annual 
grant of 800 piculs may be increased 
to 3,000 piculs, and that, in view of the 
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small quantity of millet in store in the 
Tungchow granaries, the extra 2,200 piculs 
now applied for should consist of rice in- 
stead. of millet. The necessary expenses 
for fuel, wages, etc., will be defrayed as in 
former years by the committee of gentle- 
men charged with the manayement of the 
soup-kitchens, any deficit being met by the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture 
and his colleagues. —Hescript already pub- 
lished. 

PASSAGE OF GRAIN FLEET THROUGH 

SHANTUNG. 


In an earlier memorial the Governor of 
Shantuny reported the arrival in that pro- 
vince of the fleet of grain-junks conveying 
the tribute-rice from Kiangpei. There 
being plenty of water in the southern 
section of the Grand Canal the boats 

roceeded rapidly on their voyage through 
Shantung. arriving at Shihlip‘u on the 
llth July. Here a week's delay occurred 
as the Yellow River was found to be run- 
ning very high, and the officials in charge 
of the grain fleet were unwilling to run the 
risk of leaving the Canal. By the 17th 
July the stream had somewhat subsided, 
and the lock gates were thrown open, but 
before all the boats had passed through, a 
further rise in the river occurred, which 
delayed the rear division of the fleet till the 
28th. On that date all the junks succeeded 
in effecting the passage of the Yellow River, 
and reached T‘aoch‘eng on the opposite 
bank. On the following day they began to 
pass through the luck-gates, and by dint of 
working day and night were all tracked 


' into the canal by the 2nd August. 


Memvprialist has given renewed orders to 
hurry the fleet on through Shantung as fast 
as possible. 


CASE OF MURDER IN MONGOLIA. 


The Viceroy of Chibli reports the follow- 
ing case of murder in the Sub-prefecture 
of Tolun in Monyolia. 

The murderer, Wang Chih-hsi, wasa native 
of Shantung and an idle worthless fellow 
without any occupation. His uncle, Wang 
Teng, farmed a piece of land jointly with 
another man, named Wang Yii-t‘ien. About 
a year ago the nephew, having nothing to 
live on, had foisted himself on his uncle, 
who repeatedly ordered him to go back to 
Shantung. He invariably refused, however, 
and words and blows frequently passed 
between them. In December last Wang 
Teng was going to a neighbouring village 
to buy a horse, and swore that on his re- 
turn he would turn his nephew out of the 
house. This so incensed the latter that he 
determined to murder his uncle; arming 
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uncle and killed him by repeated blows on 
the head, after which he dragged the corpse 
behind a mound and made off home again, 
burying his coat, which was covered with 
blood. The next day, as Wang Teng had 
not come back, Wang Yii-tien got the nephew 
to join him in asearch for the missing man. 
Having found the body Wang Yii-tien 
wanted to report the occurrence, but was 
dissuaded from doing so by Wang Chih-hsi, 
who represented that his uncle had pro- 
bably been killed by wild animals, and 
made him help to bury the body. The 
facts having come to the knowledge of the 
Sub-Prefect, enquiry was instituted which 
led to the discovery of the cuat covered 
with blood, and the arrest of the murderer. 
Having confessed his guilt the latter has in 
accordance with the law been sentenced to 
suffer death by the slow and painful pro- 
cess, his head being forwarded for exposure 
at the scene of the crime.—Lesc:ipt: Let 
the Buard of Punishments report hereon 
without deluy. 


6th September. 


OFFICIAL APPOINTMENT. 


The acting Governor of Turkestan sub- 
mits a memorial regarding the appointinent 
of a successor to En-lun, the Intendant of 
the Chénti Circuit, who was recently recall- 
ed to Peking at the instance of one of the 
Censors. The post is one of considerable 
importance, as the officer holding it acts 
also as Provincial Judge, and has control 
of the postal communications with the north- 
west. The officer on whom the Gover- 
nor’s choice has fallen is Yao Ying-chi, the 
present Taotai at Kashgar, a native of Hu- 
nan, aged 52, who was formerly Taotai of the 
Lan chou Circuit in Kansu, and has had a 
long experience of administrative work in 
Turkestan. Should this selection be ap- 
proved, the Governor asks that an officer of 
capacity should be appointed to fill the 
vacancy at Kashgar, where the duties to 
be performed are of a very arduous and 
iniportant nature. 


CONTRIBUTION FROM MANCHURIA FOR THE 
RELIEF OF THE DISTRESS IN CHIHLI. 


The Military Governor in Moukden ac- 
knowledges the receipt of a telegram from 
the Viceroy at Tientsin regarding the severe 
distress caused by the recent floods within 
his jurisdiction, and asking foi assistance 
in this emergency. The memorialist has 
accordingly forwarded Tls. 10,000, the ba- 
lance of the Famine Fund at Moukden, to 
aid in carrying out measures of relief. 


164 


himself with a bludgeon he followed his 


(Sper. 5—7. 


pe Oe re, Ba te ya a i i a ae S/S a5 Si ae ee —— 


LEAVE OF ABSENCE ON ACCOUNT OF 
ILL-HEALTH. 


Chih Yiian, the General stationed near 
the Western Tombs submits an application 
for 20 days’ leave of absence on grounds 
of ill-health. The memorialist explains 
that his constitution is excellent, but that 
during the present summer his yamén was 
completely flooded, and that ever since his 
limbs have been racked with rheumatism 
which he has been unable to throw off. 
Should he struggle on in the performance of 
his duties he is afraid that some mishap 
may occur, and all he can do under the 
circumstances is to ask leave of absence to 
enable him to recruit his health. 


7th September. 

TRIBUTE RICE FROM CHEKIANG TO PEKING. 

The land-tax in a large portion of Ché- 
kiang was remitted last year on account of 
the severe distress caused by floods in the 
three prefectures of Hangchou, Chiahsing 
and Huchou. In order, however, to pro- 
vide the usual supply of rice for the use of 
the Manchu Garrison at Peking the Gover- 
nor was authorised to purchase 100,000 
piculs of the commodity, which were to be 
shipped direct for Tientsin for conveyance 
thence to the capital by way of T‘ungchou. 
The Governor now reports that he has 
forwarded the whole amount to Tientsin 
by the steamers of the China Merchants 
Company. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


Fu-jun, the newly appointed Lieutenant 
Governor of Shantung, reports having 
assumed the duties of his office on the 
third of August last. Huang Huai-sén, 
who was recently promoted to be Judicial 
Commissioner of Kueichou, took up his 
pest on the 8th of July last, the Grain In- 
tendant, Huang Yiian-shan, who had been 
acting for him, having returned to his pro- 
per post. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN KIANGSI. 


The Governor of Kiangsi reports the 
conclusion of a tour of inspection of all 
the naval and military forces in the 
province. He found that considerable 
improvement had taken place in every 
respect since date of the last inspection 
the naval forces on the Yangtze having 
acquitted themselves very creditably, At 
Huk‘ou he conducted the review in com- 
pany with the Brigadier General Ting Yi- 
fang, and at Kiukiang he was assisted by 
an officer of the same rank named Chu 
Huai-sén. The only-military station which 
he did not visit was Wuning, a place so 
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inaccessible that he was obliged to send a 
deputy there to perform the task in his 
place. 


8th September. 
OPENING OF CHUNGKING TO FOREIGN TRADE. 


Liu Ping-chang, the Viceroy of Szechuan, 
submits a memorial in which he sets forth 
the preliminary arrangements which are 
being made for the opening of Chungking to 
foreign trade by means of native craft ; and 
requests that the Board should be instructed 
to have an official seal made and forwarded 
for the use of the Superintendent of 
Custums at that port. Memorialist acknow- 
ledges the receipt some time ago of a com- 
munication from the Tsung-li Yamén in 
which they transmitted to him a copy of 
the memorial which they had addressed 
to the Throne, together with a copy 
of a Convention in six Articles regard- 
ing the opening of Chungking to fureign 
trade and the suspension of steam naviga- 
tion. Some time later le received a fur- 
ther communication from the Yamén in 
which, with a view to the constituting of 
Chungking an open port, he was asked to 
submit to the Throne a full statement of 


his views regarding the alteration of the. 


Office of Ch‘uan Tung Taotai into that of 
Customs Superintendent at Chungking ; 
the collection and quarterly remittance 
of Customs duties, the issue of the seal 
of office to the Superintendent of Customs, 
and the disbursement of the necessary funds. 
The memorialist forwarded these docu- 
ments in the order in which they reached 
him to the Intendant of the Ch‘uan Tung 
Circuit, who was asked to make his pre- 
parations in advance. He would observe 
however, that, as there has been hitherto 
no treaty port in the province of Szechuan, 


the regulations regarding the collection of: 


duties, the disbursement of funds, and 
other kindred matters, are not sufficiently 
known there, and that the number of 
officers in the province who possess an 
acquaintance with commercial questions is 
very limited. As it was nevertheless ab- 
solutely necessary, now that Chungking 
was to be opened to foreign trade, to 
have trustworthy precedents on which to 
base the regulations that were to be drawn 
up, Memorialist wrote to the Tsung-li Ya- 
mén and to the Governors and Viceroys of 
Kiangsu, Chékiang and Hupeh, asking to 
be supplied with copies of the regulations 
under which the ports of Ningpo, Shang- 
hai, Hankow and Ichang were opened to 
trade. It was very important that these 
regulations should be carefully studied 
in all their aspects with a view to ar- 


riving at a satisfactory arrangement in the 
present case. So far, no copies have reach- 
ed Szechuan but in order to avoid delay 
the memorialist suggests that the Ch‘uan 
Tung Taotai should be constituted Super- 
intendent of Customs, and that the Bvard 
should be instructed to furnish him with a 
seal of office without waiting for the arrival . 
of all the documents. As soon as the copies 
of the various Customs Regulations shall 
have reached the memorialist, he will ex- 
amine them carefully, devise a satisfactory 
system of procedure and draw up a complete 
set of rules suited to the locality and the 
circumstances of the case. These he will 
submit from time to time for the Imperial 
approval. In the meantime he begs to 
present this memorial in which he has 


detailed the preliminary arrangements that 
have been made, consequent upon the 
opening of the port to foreign trade by 
means of native vessels, and the suspension 
of steam navigation to Chungking, and in 
which he asks that the Board should be 
instructed to furnish a seal of office to the 
Superintendeut of Custums.— Approved by 
rescript. 

9th September. 

APPOINTMENTS. 

Prince K‘o Ch‘in is gazetted Chief 
Superintendent of the Octroi Collectorate 
outside the Hata Mén, the Assistant Super- 
intendent being Sung Shén, the President 
of the Board of Punishments, and nephew 
of Ch‘ung Hou. 


CUSTOMS DUTIES AT CANTON. 

During the present year the Canton Cus- 
toms were required to supply the following 
contributions for Imperial purposes :—- 
Tls. 160,000 from the Foreign Customs 
Revenue for the Peking subsidy; Ts. 
120,000 from the six-tenths of the same 
revenue for further defence measures on 
the North East, and Tls. 140,000 for frontier 
preparations in general. All the above 
were to be retained in Canton and employed 
in repayment of the foreign loan. ‘lhe 
following sums were to be forwarded to 
Peking direct: Tls. 6,000 quarterly for 
augmenting the s»laries of Peking officials, 
Ts. 40,000 annually for the same purpose, 
and Tls. 300,000 for the Treasury of the 
Imperial Household. The Viceroy and 
Hoppo now report that they have borrowed 
Tls. 127,670 to furnish the second instal- 
ment of the above payments and state that 
the lenders, some Shansi bankers, will be 
repaid out of the Customs duties. 


OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


The following movements have taken 
place in consequence of the death of Ni 





Wén-wei, the Governor of Honan. His 
successor, Yii-k‘uan, who was formerly 
Governor at Canton, and has been in re- 
tirement for some years, will not be able 
to take up the post for some months, and 
in the meantime Liao Shou-féng, the Lieu- 
tenant Governor, is to administer the go- 
vernment of the province. The Chief Jus- 
tice, Chia Chih-én, is to act as Lieutenant 
Governor, his place in the judicial estab- 
lishment being filled for the time by Chung- 
jui, the Salt Intendant, who was formerly 
Prefect of Kuangp‘ing Fu in Chihli. 


10th September. 


CHARGES AGAINST A MAGISTRATE IN CHIHLI. 

One of the Censors recently presented a 
memorial in which he formulated certain 
charges against the magistrate of Wan 
Hsien in Chihli. A copy of the Censor’s 
charges was furnished to the Viceroy Li 
who was ordered to enquire into the con- 
duct of his subordinate and ascertain 
whether he was guilty of the acts attributed 
to him by lus accuser. The Viceroy relieved 
the magistrate of his duties and sent an 
official agent to investigate the matter on 
the spot. ‘The following is the substance 
of the latter’s report :—The Censor’s first. 
accusation was that on the occasion of 
the Emperor's visit to the Eastern Tombs 
the magistrate had exacted from the 
people in his district commutation pay- 
ment of corvée for sixty instead of tifty 
days as authorised by long standing practice. 
The practice has, it is stated, always been 
that the 121 villages comprised in the 
district should oy such occasions furnish 
392 men for 15 days, which service they: 
are allowed to commute at the rate of 120 
Peking cash per day for each man The 
villagers are further required to supply 14 
large carts, each with a team of 4 animals, 
for a period of 50 days, with the privilege of 
cominuting by a payment of 4 tiao, 8 pai 
for each cart per diem. On two previous 
“occasions the distance to be traversed and 
the amount of the work to be done neces- 
sitated the extension of this period to 60 
days and in the instance under review the 
magistrate followed this precedent which 
it is considered he was justified in doing 
by the circumstances of the case. The 


second charge in the Censor’s memorial. 


was that the Mayistrate exacted 10 t-0 of 
cash for each tael of land-tax he collected, 
although the exchange was fixed by law at 
4 ¢iwo, and that he imprisoned and imal- 
treated all persons who refused to accede 
to hisdemand. In reply to this it is ex- 
plained that over twenty years ago an 
additional charge of 2 mace 6 candareens 
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was imposed upon each tael of land- 
tax collected, to cover the deficiency in 
weight, the loss by meltage, and expenses 
of remittance. A further charge of 100 
big cash per tael was at the same time 
levied to provide allowances for the clerks 
in the Government offices. ‘These regula- 
tions were engraved on stones which were 
set up in varieus parts of the district and 
no other levies were allowed. An examina- 
tion of the receipt books shows these rules 
were scrupulously complied with by the 
magistrate in every instance, and that the 
rate of commutation was that prescribed by 
law, but it is admitted that there is some 
foundation for the statement that the ma- 
gistrate exercised somewhat undue severity 
in certain cases where he met with a re- 
fusal to pay the tax. <A third charge made 
against the magistrate by his accuser was. 
that he levied several hundreds of taels 
periodically from salt shops, and that 
pavgishops within his jurisdiction were 
obliged to pay several thousands of taels¢ 
for the renewal of the licenses. The 
whole town, it is explained, contains 
only one pawn shop and one salt shop, 


the former of which pays 125 tiao and the 


latter 160 tiao per quarter towards defray- 
ing the expenses of the administration of 
the district. The payment is known under 


.the name of the quarterly perquisites, and 


dates so far back that its origin is quite 
unknown. The magistrate had received 
only two such payments since his accession 
to office, a fact’ which was proved by the 
evidence of the shop people themselves. 
The only fault to be found with him in this 
respect was that during his absence 
on official duty in connection with the 
Imperial visit to the Tombs, he allowed 
one of his underlings to create some dis- 


‘turbance by performing for him the in- 


spection of these shops. The Censor’s last 
charge that the poverty or wealth of the 
inhabitants was made the important factor 
in deciding lawsuits in the district is held 
to be entirely unproved ; as is also his 
general accusation of neglect of duty. The 
Viceroy in endorsing his agent’s report 
holds the magistrate to be guiltless on 
all the charges except one—namely his 
responsibility for his servant's conduct 
in his ahsence and for this he suggests that 
he should be handed over to the Board for 
a fitting penalty. 


REWARDS TO OFFICIALS FOR SERVICE 

IN COREA. 
The officials who serve in the Chinese 
Legation in Corea are entitled to rewards 
every three years on the same scale as is 
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accorded to members of Legations abroad. 
The Viceroy at Tientsin is now in receipt 
of a communication from Yiian Shih-k ‘ai 
the Chief Superintendent of Trade and 
International Relations in Corea, in which 
recommendutions are made in favour of 
several members of the Legation staff who 
have completed a term of three years’ ser- 
vice in Corea. The first of these, a Sub- 
prefect named Pai Tséng-huan, has been 
charged with the management of the 
judicial business and of mercantile ques- 
tions at Chemulpo, in dealing with which 
he has shown great euergy and assiduity. 
The second, Shao Kuo-lin, is a clerk in 
the chancery, and the third, Ko Chia-lin, 
is the interpreter in Japanese, both 
of whom have given great satisfaction in 
the discharge of their duties. The Viceroy 
endoses the recommendations of the Resi- 
dent, and they have received the approval 
of the Throne. 


11th September. 


SETTLEMENT OF A CASE BETWEEN 
NEPAUL AND TIBET. 


The Resident in Tibet reports the settle- 
ment of a long standing dispute between 
the Tibetans at Chilung, a town in the ex- 
treme West of Tibet, and some Nepaulese 
salt merchants. ‘The affair had to do with 
the ownership of a warehouse and the 
Nepaulese are represented as having provok- 
ed the quarrel by their arrogant behaviour. 
The ‘libetans, however, utterly indifferent 
to their own interests, liad contracted heavy 
debts to the Nepaulese, and had morgtaged 
to them their lands and house property as 
security. The memorialist was afraid that 
the Nepaulese traders holding a mortage on 
the property would not easily consent to 
its being redeemed and considered the 
case as fraught with considerable danger. 
From a report however which he has re- 
ceived from Hsino Chan-hsien, a captain 
stationed in Ulterior Tibet, he learns that 
a settlement of the case has been arrived 
at through the intervention of that officer, 
an agent sent from Nepaul and the-Tibetan 
Commandant of Dengri. Rules were at 
the same time drawn up for the manage- 
ment of the salt trade, and the amount due 
by the Chilung Tibetans to the Nepaulese 


merchants was carefully calculated and 


found to be, interest and principal combined, 
over T's. 12,000. The Nepaulese having been 
persuaded to forego Tls. 4,000 of interest 
the total amount to be repaid is conse- 
quently Tle. 8,000. The Chilung natives 
are far too poor to be able to raise this 
amount at once and it is therefore to be 
advanced in the first place by the Tibetan 
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Treasury to which repayment is to be 
made by the end of the 8th month of 
tle present year. The land and house 
property which had been mortgaged is all 
to be restored tv the former owners, and 
care will be taken that no surreptitious 
proceeding of this kind shall take place in 
the future. Both sides have expressed 
themselves well satisfied with the arrange- 
ment which will form the subject of a 
separate memorial from Shéng-t‘ai, the 
Assistant Resident. 


RRLI“I OF DISTRESS IN THE PROVINCE 
OF CHIHLI. 


The Grand Secretary, Chang Chih-wan, 
and his colleagues in the Board of Revenue, 
submit a memorial in which they report 
upon a scheme that has been proposed by 
the Censor, Yii Lien-yiian, for the relief of 
the distress caused by the recent floods in 
Chihli. The Censor’s suggestion is that 
further help should be given both in rice 
and money by the authorities in Peking, 
that rice should also be procured from the 
South and that such moditications should 
be introduced into the system of purchase 
of office, as should enable funds to be 
drawn from that source. The memorialists 
point out that Tls. 50,000 and 600,000 
strings of cash have already been allotted 
to the Governor of. Peking for the relief of 
distress, and that this aid has been supple- 
mented by donations from the Iwperial 
purse and the opening of soup kitchens 
ona large scale. The Censor pointed out 
the necessity of procuring boats to convey 
the supplies to the flooded districts, and 
the memorialists have written to the 
Governor of the Metropolitan prefecture 
drawing his earnest attention to this 
subject. As regards the issue of sup- 


_ plies of rice from the Peking granaries the 


writers state that the stock at present in 
the granaries of the two kinds of rice to 
which the Censor refers amounts to 
3,560,000 piculs, which, it is calculated is 
a sufficient provision for the payment of 
salaries for four years. For the last few 
years large quantities of rice which ought 
to have come from Kiangsu, Chékiang, and 
Shantung have been retained there to meet 
the distress existing in these provinces. 
The memorialists, however, propose that 
100,000 piculs should be appropriated 
for relief of distress in order to tide 
over the present severe crisis in the 
province. As regards the purchase of rice 
from the south, the memorialists under- 
stand that Li Hung-chang has already taken 
steps to encourage merchants to send sup- 
plies to the north from Anhui and other 
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provinces, and the Censor’s suggestion on 
this head is unnecessary. 
MINISTERS TO FOREIGN. COUNTRIES. 


Hsii Ching-ch‘éng, who has been ap- 
pointed Minister to Russia, Germany, 
Austria and Holland, and Li Ching-fang 
who has received a similar appuintment to 
Japan, return thanks for the honour that 
has been conferred upon them. They have 
also been received in audience. 


12th September. 
DISTRESS IN THE PROVINCE OF CHIHLI. 


A memorial published in to-day’s Gazette 
from the Viceroy Li Hung-chang reveals 
the wide-spread nature of the distress 
which prevails in the province. Tls. 60,000 
have been issued from the provincial ex- 
chequer, Tls. 50,000 were subscribed by 
the Empress, and all the grain from Kiang- 
pehis to be retained for distribution amongst 
the sufferers. In addition to this, the Vice- 
roy estimates that not less than Tls. 2,000, 
000 will be required for supplying food and 
work to the destitute population. Con- 
siderably over 1,000 li of country is under 
water. Not only the Hun Ho but the 
Grand Canal, the T‘zu-ya, the Chulung 
and other rivers have burst their banks in 
many places. The financial position of the 
province is already straitened and as it is 
impossible to provide for the emergency 
from local sources, the Viceroy submits a 
scheme for raising money by the purchase 
of decorations and the restoration to their 
former rank of officials who have been 
degraded. 


13th September. 
REINSTATEMENT OF CASHIERED OFFICIALS. 


Three subordinate officials serving in the 
Canton province were some time ayo cash- 
iered at the instance of the then Acting 
Governor Yu Chih-k ‘ai for alleged extortion 
and other misdemeanours. The Viceroy 
Chang Chih-tung subsequently reported to 
the throne that the officers in question had 
always acquitted themselves in a highly 
satisfactory manner, and.were most certain; 
ly not guilty of the charges brought against 
them; in the interests of justice there- 
fore he begged His Majesty to cause fur- 
ther enquiry to be ‘made into their conduct. 
The Tartar General and Viceroy at Canton, 
Li Han-chang, to whom this investigation 
was referred now submit the result of 
their enquiries to the effect that they can 
find no proofs whatever in support of the 
Governor's accusations. These, they state, 
were merely the outcome of malevolent 
slanders provoked by the conscientious 
manner in which the incriminated officers 


(Serr. 11—14. 


had discharged their respective duties, and 
memorialista beg, therefore, that the officers 
thus unjustly cashicred should now be 
reinstated in their former positions. —He- 
script separutely issated, 


DISCREPANCIES IN RECONMENDA.IONS FoR 
AN APPOINTMENT. 


On the recommendation of the late Mili- 
tary Lieutenaut-Governor at Jelio, an 
officer named Ho Hsi-sun was recently 
appointed Magistrate at Fengning for 
which post he was represented as being 
thoroughly eligible in every respect. The 
Board of Civil oftice subsequently discovered 
that some three years ago this officer had 
been passed over for the same appointment 
in favour of one of his juniors in the service, 
on the ground of unsuitability for the post 
and the Board called for an explanation of 
the discrepancy. The present Deputy 
Lieutenant-Governor was accordingly di- 
rected to report on the subject, and further 
instructed to immediately remove Ho !'si- 
sun from office, in the event of his being 
found to be incompetent. The Deputy 
Lieutenant-Governor now reports that the 
memorial written by his predecessor in 
1887 on the subject of the vacancy merely 
stated that Ho Usi-sun, though senior to 
the officer recommended was not: alto- 
gether eligible for the appointment, but 
assigned no reasons for this. From 
the archives it would seem that the 
officer in question had not been in the 
province very long and was not considered 
sufficiently conversant with the conditions 
prevailing in a Mongolion district. He 
had previously only held an acting appoint- 
ment in an easy post as Magistrate of the 
Wanp 4 ing district, whilst that of Feugning 
is both troublesome and difficult, For these 
reasons he was passed over, but having 
subsequently given great satisfaction in 
several acting appointments he was no- 
iminated: for the Fengning , Magistracy 
when it again became vacant. The late 
Lieutenant-Governcr omitted to mention 
this, and the discrepancy between his ear- 
lier and later memorials is thus explained. 
—Rescript. Let the Board of Civil Office 
tuke cugnisance. 


14th September. 
CAPTURE OF ROBBERS IN PEKING. 


Two memorials from the Censors for 
the Northern and Western divisions of 
Peking, recommending for promotions and 
other forms: of reward, several police 
officers and private individuals, whose 
exertions have led to the apprehension of 
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a number of robbers, guilty of repeated 
crimes with violence in Peking and the 
neighbourhood. 


OFFICERS OF COMPETITION AND PURCHASE 
CLASSES. UNFAIR DISTINCTION IN FAVuUR 
OF LATTER. 

By the regulations of the Board of Civil 
Service ofticers holding substantive appoint- 
ments as District Magistrates, who have 
entered the service by competition, and have 
subsequently been obliged to retire on ac- 
count of mourning, are only eligible, on 
their return to duty for posts of the class to 
which their original appointment belonged, 
‘easy’ or ‘dithcult’ as the case may be. 
Under the same circumstances oflicers 
who have entered the service by purchase 
may be appointed to difficult and im- 
portant posts, on payment by them of 
30°/, additional purchase-money. 

This regulation, says the Censor Ho Fu- 
kun, works very unfairly in the case of 
District Magistrates who have entered the 
service after gaining the highest literary 
degrees, and who are thus qualified for 
appointments of either category. It very 
possibly happens that the first vacancy that 
occurs after they joiti the service, is one of 
the ‘easy’ class, and they consequently accept 
it, not because they are incompetent to 
fill one of the difficult class. When they 
return to duty on the expiration of their 
period of mourning they are no less qua- 
litied than they were before for posts of the 
latter description, and both classes of ap- 
pointments should be equally open to them 
as before. Otherwise they find themselves 
in a most invidious position, and by having 
to wait for an ‘easy’ post, have often the 
greatest difficulty in obtaining any ap- 
pointment at all. However capable and 
experienced they may be, the moment 
they retire from oéfice in mourning, they 
fird themselves no better off than if 
they had left. the service in disyrace. 

It seems therefore to memorialist that 
the present system requires modification, 
so that some distinction may be plainly 
drawn between officers who have entered 
the service by competition in the regular 
way, and those who belong to the purchase 
class ; he accordingly begs that the question 
may be referred to the consideration of the 

‘Board,—Kescript already publish: d. 


15th September. 
ARRIVAL OF SHIPWRECKED LIUCHIUANS AT 
FOOCHOW. 
_ The Viceroy at Foochow has been in- 
f ormed of the arrival there of the eleven 
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the coast of Chékiang was recently reported 
by the governor of that province (see 
Guzette of 7th August). In accordance 
with their expressed wish four of the party, 
consisting of the two Liuchiuan ofticials, 
and their personal attendants, had been 
sent on by the Chékiang authorities over- 
land to Fuochow, which they reached on the 
15th May, the other seven arriving in their 
junk a fortnight later. 

On the 6th June a further batch of seven 
distressed Liuchiuans arrived at Foochow 
in a sea-going junk. ‘hey explained 
through an interpreter that they were 
natives of Napa Fu, and had set sail from 
Fayiian Ching on 28thApril. In the course 
of their voyage they had encountered a 
gale which had driven them over to the 
Fukien coast in the district of Hsiapu. 


’ Here the local authorities had given them 


a present of money and supplied them with 
a pass, with which they set sail for Foochow 
on the 29th May. From the date of their 
arrival each individual has received a daily 
allowance of one pint of rice, and six cash 
for the purchase of salt and vegetables. 
And when they start on their homeward 
voyage they will be further provided with 
a supply of provisions for one month. 


RECUMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI 
IN FUKIEN, 

The Governor-General of Minché recom- 
mends for the post of Intendant of the 
Yenchien-shao circuit in Fukien, an officer 
named Sst T’u-hsii, a native of the Canton 
province and 68 years of age. The whole 


of his official career has been spent in 


Fukien, where he has several times held 
acting appointments as Taotai. He is re- 
presented as being an upright and expe- 
rienced officer, who throughout his several 
adininistrations has set an honourable ex- 
aimplo to his subordinates, and shown him- 
selfan exccllent man of business.—Referred 
to Bourd of Civil Office. 
16th September. 


FURTHER POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A 
DECEASED MAGISTRATE. 


The Court of Censors having submitted 
to His Majesty’s notice a petition from 
the Vice-Governor of Shunt‘ien Fu and 
others recounting the heroic conduct of 
Hsiung Ts‘un-han, Magistrate of the Hsien 
district in Chihli, who lost his life in the 
gallant defence of that place against the 
Nienfei rebels in the reign of T‘ung Chih, 
His Majesty now orders that in addition to 
the posthumous honours already conferred 
on the deceased his biography is to be 


s hipwrecked Liuchiuans whose rescue off | compiled and placed on record among the 
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archives of the State Historian’s Office, and 
that sacrificial rites be perfurmed officially, 
every spring and autumn, at the temples 
erected to his memory, both at his native 
place, and at his subsequent place of 
domicile. 


SETTLEMENT OF DISTURBANCE ON BORDERS 
OF KANSU. APPLICATION FOR REWARDS 
TO OFFICERS ENGAGED. 


The Governor General of the Shenkan 
provinces, and Salinga the Imperial Com- 
missioner at Hsining, in December last 
reported to the Throne their award in the 
case of a serious quarrel between the Labu- 
lang and other monasteries in the neivh- 
bourhood of Hsiinhua in Kansu, which 
had necessitated the intervention of an 
armed forced to restore order. Inasupple- 
mentary despatch they at the same time 
solicited permission to recommend for re- 
wards a certain number of the vficers whose 
services in connection with the affair seemed 
to them to merit special recognition, and to 
this request His Majesty was pleased to 
accede. In now submitting their list of 
proposed recommendations, memorialists 
explain that the despatch of a considerable 
military force was reudered necessary by 
the intense excitement prevailing through- 
out the district, whilst the excessively 
complicated nature of the dispute sub- 
sequently called for the services of a number 
of civilian officers to investigate aud decide 
on the various matters at issue. By June 
last the quarrel was finally adjusted to 
the satisfaction of all parties and memo- 
rialists accordingly append a list of ten 
officers whose exertions mainly contributed 
to this result. They further suggest that 
the name of Shen Yii-sui, Brigadier-Gen- 
eral at Hochow, should be referred to the 
Board for the award of distinctions on the 
highest possible scale. 

His Majesty's reseript te reply approves 
of the latter proposal and directs that the 
other recommendations be referred lo the 
Bourd concerned. 


HONORARY PORTALS ‘TO VIRTUOUS WIDOWS. 


The Acting-Governor of Chinese Turkes- 
tan solicits the bestowal of s»6me marks of 
distinction on two aged widows, whose 
virtuous conduct has recently been brought 
to his notice by the geniry of Chenhsi. 
Both the women in question are now over 
60 years of age, and have for upwards of 
30 years remained faithful to the memory 
of their deceased husbands, supporting 
their families by their needlework, till the 
children were all established in life, and 
carefully tending their respective mothers- 
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in-law as long as they lived, gaining thus 
the respect and admiration of the whole 
neighbourhood. ‘The usual course in such 
cases is for the local authorities to grant a 
sum of Tis. 30 for the erection of an honor- 
ary portal by the parties interested, and 
memorialist accordingly requests that the 
Board of Ceremonies may be directed to 
sanction this procedure on the present 
occasion. — Approved. 


17th September. 


DEATH OF LUP‘ENG, DEPUTY LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR AT TSITSIHAR. 


An Imperial! Decree notices with regret 
the death of Lup‘eng, Deputy Lieuten- 
ant-Governor at ‘I'sitsihar, who was re- 
cently granted leave of absence on the 
ground of ill-health. The deceased 1s to 
receive all the obituary honours due to his 
rank, Tls. 1,000 are to be issued toward his 
funeral expenses, al] his official delinquen- 
cies are condoned, and the department 
concerned is directed to report what further 
posthumous distinctions the late Lieutenant- 
Governor may be entitled to have bestowed 
upon him. 


PERMISSION TO RIDE IN FORBIDDEN CITY. 

K‘uei-pin, Military Lieutenant-Governor 
of Chahar, is granted the privilege of riding 
om horseback within the precincts of the 
Forbidden City. 

| APPOINTMENT. 

Tseng-ch‘i is appointed Military Deputy 
Lieutenant-Governor at Tsitsihar. 


FIRE BRIGADES AT PEKING. 


The directors of the 15 fire brigades at 
Peking are by regulation entitled to have 
their vames submitted to the Throne for 
rewards, at the expiration of every period 
of three years, ten names each being allow- 
ed in the case of those brigades which 
perform the duties of night police in addi- 
tion to their proper functions, and seven 
each in the case of the othvr brigades. 
Three years having now elapsed since the 
last recommendations of this nature were 
sent in, the Censor Ch‘ung-lin subinits a 
list of directors on whose Lehalf he solicits 
the bestowal of appropriate rewards im 
recognition of their most useful services. 
—Lescript already published. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN TIBET. 


Sheng-t‘ai, Assistant Resident in Tibet, 
reports his return from an inspection of 


’ the frontier and of the troops belonying to 


the three encampments in Ulterior Tibet. 
On memorialist’s arrival at Teshilumbo in 
June last he deputed officers tu inspect the 
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boundary marks on the frontier, and has | further to receive 300 piculs of millet in 


already forwarded their report on the 
subject in a supplementary memorial dated 
8th July. In the meantime he himself 
proceeded to review all the troops, native 
and Chinese, stationed in the three encamp- 
ments. They showed great precision in 
their evolutions, and displayed their profi- 
ciency in volley-firing as well as in various 
exercises with the shield, sword and spear. 
‘In archery and target practice, though 
varying degrees of skill were exhibited, the 
general average of scores was over 70 per 
cent. The most successful were placed on 
the list for promotion or otherwise reward- 
ed, whilst those who failed to come up to 
the requisite standard were duly repri- 
manded. The officers, native and Chinese, 
were all strictly admonished to maintain 
the efficiency of their troops by regular 
drill, so that they might form a strong, 
well-disciplined and united force, available 
for service at any moment for the protection 
of their Imperial master’s frontiers. 


DEATH OF WEN-TA, SUPKRINTENDENT OF THE 
HANGCHOW FACTORY. 

The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
decease on the 24th August last of Wen-ta, 
Superintendent of the Imperial Manufac- 
tury at Hangchow, and requests the appoint- 
ment of a successor. In the meantime 
Hysi-hut, one of the ofticers belonging to 
the departinent, has temporarily taken 
over the custody of the several seals and 
Treasury keys held by the late Superinten- 
dent.—Kesceript separately issued. 


18th September. 
ISSUE OF FURTHER RELIEF TO SUFFERERS 
BY FLOODS IN CHIHLI. 


In response to a memorial from the 
Governor Adjoint of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture, giving distressing details of the 
wide-spread suffering caused by the floods 
in the district of Shunttien Fu, His Ma- 
jesty orders a further appropriation of 
100,000 piculs of rice from the Peking 
Granarics, for distribution among the 
sufferers during the ensuing winter and 
spring months. The Governor is directed 
to see that the grant is faithfully admin- 
istered so that. the Imperial bounty may 
reich all those for whose benefit it is in- 
tended. 

The Superintendents of the granaries 
will also see that the rice issued is dry, 
clean, and fit for consumption, and any 
deficiency in quantity or quality is to be 
immediately brought to the notice of the 
Throne. The two refuges known as the 
Tu-chi Tang and the Tz4-shan Tang are 


171 


addition to the ordinary annual wiuter 
grants. 
EXAMINATIONS IN ANHUI. 


The Literary Chancellor vf Anhui reports 
on the examinations recently held by him 
at Liuanfu, Yingchoufu, Shouchou and 
Fengyangfu. At the three latter places 
the siz k’uo and ko k‘ue examinations were 
held together as suggested by memorialist 
in December last on account of the distress 
prevailing in those districts consequent 
on deficient harvests for several years in 
succession. ‘Throughout the examinations 
memorialist took every precaution to guard 
against any irreyularities on the part of 
the candidates, and made their guarantors 
exercise the utmost vigilance in preventing 
all attempts at fraudulent impersonation 
by substitutes. At Yingchowfu eight indi- 
viduals were detected perpetrating this 
kind of fraud, and three at Fengyangfu, 
two others being arrested at Shouchou for 
oblaining money from the candidates under 
false pretences. The general behaviour of 
the students during the examinations was 
quiet and orderly. In the north of the 
province the literary standard was not so 
high as in the south, but nevertheless 
gave evidence of excellent abilities, those 
candidates from Fuyang and Hoch ‘in in 
the Yiny-chow prefecture, and from Shou- 
chou. Huaiyan and Singyuan in that of 
Fengyang, being in this respect consider- 
ably ahead of those from other places- 

Mem»rialist returned to the provincial 
capital at the end of July, having thus 
concluded the si kuve examination through- 
out the whole of the province. 


ACTING APPOINTMENT OF DEPUTY LIEUTEN- 
ANT-GOVERNOK AT SANSING. 

The Military Governor of Kirin reports 
that he has appointed Chiian-fu to act as 
Deputy Lieutenant-Governor at Sansing 
durin the absenct of Fu-k‘uei, who is pro- 
ceeding to Peking for audience. The 
former possesses considerable experience 
of frontier affairs and is thoroughly qualified 
for the acting appointment. He took over 
charge on the 2nd August last, the Deputy 
Lieutenant-Governor Fu-k‘uei starting for 
Peking on the same day. 


ADMINISTRATIVE CHANGES IN KIRIN. 


A subordinate officer of the rank of 
Commissary of the Seal has hitherto been 
stationed at K'‘soshant‘un, subject to the 
control of the Prefect of Changch‘un in 
Kirin. Kaoshant‘un is, however, in the 
district of Nungan, and now that a magis- 
trate has been appointed at the latter 
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place it appears to the Governor of Kirin 
that the present arrangement is open to 
numerous objections. As the duties of 
the officer in question consist mainly in 
the suppression of brigandage, the Governor 
sugvests the propriety of transferring him 
to reside at Chuchiach‘eng, a market- 
town in the jurisdiction of Ch‘angchun, 
which besides being one of the most im- 
portant points in the whole prefecture is a 
place much frequented by robbers, whilst 
K‘avshaut‘un can easily be controlled by 
the magistrate of Nungan, from which it is 
only 100 li distant. In the event of His 
Majesty being pleased to approve of the 
proposed arrangement memorialist begs 
that the Board of Ceremonies may be 
directed to cause an appropriate seal of 
office to be supplied for the use of the new 
post.—Referred to the Board uf Civil Office. 


19th September. 


PROTEST AGAINST CONSTANT PROPOSITIONS FOR 
CHANGES IN RULES OF CIVIL SERVICE. 


The Censor Liu Lun-hsiang presents a 


memorial calling attention to the frequency 


with which various writers have of late 
addressed the Throne on the subject of 
the regulations governing the selection of 
officers for appointments, so much so in 
fact, that the Board of: Civil Office is at 
a loss to tind time to reply to all their 
memorials. They seem to be one and 
all under the impression that appoint- 
ments are chosen expressly for the in- 
dividuals, losing sight of the fact that it is 
the individuals who are selected for the 
appointments, and that the object in view 
is to secure the services of suitable men to 
assist in the government of the country, 
not to satisfy the aspirations of the whole 
body of literati. Now-a-days, directly men 
enter the service their one idea is to obtain 
some provincial appointment, the paucity 
of posts open to thei at the Capital causing 
that branch of the service to be looked upon 
with disfavour They regard the expectant 
stage as something to be avoided as far as 
possible, and thinking only of their own 
advantage, they naturally give but scanty 
consideration to the interests of the State. 
It is certainly not the best class of men who 
seek thus for rapid preferiment, and instead 
of being pushed on in furtherance of their 
own designs, they should rather be kept 
in the background in order to give their 
abilities time todevelop. In reply to those 
witers who profess that their sole aim and 
object is to accelerate the flow of promotion 
in theranks of the service, memorialist would 
point out that the number of posts under 


Government is necessarily limited, whilst. 


there is no limit to the number of candidates 
for office. The promotion of one entails tlie 


_ absence of promotion for sume other, and 


with all the ranks of the service crowded, 
and only a limited number of vacancies, it is 
obviously impossible for Government to 
have at its disposal such a number of lucra- 
tive appointments as shal] satisfy the aspi- 
rations of all and sundry for posts of this 
nature. The matter is in no wise remedied 
by starting futile suggestions for this, that, 
and the other alteration in the rules of the 
service, and memurialist ventures there- 
fore humbly to recommend that all those 
who have the right of speech should be 
ordered to abstain in future from putting 
forward random propositions for radical 
changes of this nature, which would only 
lead to the total subversion of the existing 
order of things. One and all will then 
quietly strive to do their duty, instead of 
perpetually harbouring all sorts of vain 
hopes and expectations.— Rese: ipt already 
published. 

INCREASE OF SALARY TO GOVERNOR OF HEI- 

LUNG CHIANG. 

In a postscript Memorial the Military 
Governor of Heilung Chiang states that 
his salary is only Tls. 1,100 per annum, 
which amount is supposed to cover the 
pay of his secretaries and a number of 
other office expenses. ‘The Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-Governor is still worse off, receiving 
only Tls. 500 a year ineluding the ex- 
penses of various departments in his 
yamén for which no accounts have hitherto 
been rendered. Under these circuinstances 
memorialist’s predecessors have been in 
the habit of drawing Tls. 100 a month from 
the pay of the troops for office expenses, 
and since the establishment of a collectorate 
at Hulan, the balance of the collection, 
over and above what was paid into the 
Treasury, amounting to more than Ts. 
10,000 per annum, has been regularly ap- 
propriated for public purposes. Though this 
was only employing public monies for 
the service of the Government the fact 
has so far never been reported to the 
Throne. Since menorialist assumed office 
he has been endeavouring to reform the 
financial condition of the province, and 
thus became aware of the facts above stated 
which have caused him considerable per- 
plexity. On the one hand if he allowed 
the present system to go on, and the higher 
officials continued to receive money in this 
illicit sort of way, they would be exposed 
in an increased extent to the animadver- 
sions of their subordinates, and abuses 
of every kind would spring up in con- 
sequence. On the other hand if thig 


Serr, 19—22,] 


oe ee ee - 





-~ 


source of income were to be abolished 
there would be no provision for the neces- 
siry office expenses. After much cogita- 
tion memorialist now begs to suggest that 
he should be authorised to appropriate Ts. 
5,000 fur office and all other expenses, and 
that he should further be permitted to 
draw Tis. 5,000 as an auxiliary allowanee 
towards his own salary, and Tls. 1,000 to- 
wards that of the Deputy Lieutenant-Gov- 
ernor. Whilst apologising for troubling 
His Majesty with these trivial details the 
memorialist points out the advantage of 
his scheme in placing the revenue collec- 
tion on a proper footing, aud at the same 
time providing the funds required for the 
public service without any additional ex- 
pense whatever to the Treasury.— Referred 
to the Board. 


20th September. 
VISIT TO PALACE OF PRINCE CH‘UN. 


After partaking of breakfast and giving 
audience to his Ministers, the Emperor 
will proceed to-morrow morning to visit 
Prince Ch‘un, whose illness seems to have 
again taken a serious turn. 


CRUISE OF INSPECTION BY THE ADMIRAL 
OF CHEKIANG, 

Féng Nan-pin, Admiral of the province 
of Chékiang, submits an account of a tour 
of inspection which he recently made of 
the provincial navy and of all the im- 
portant fortresses within his jurisdiction. 
The coast of Chékiang is, he explains, 
the resort every summer of fleets of fish- 
ing boats whose crews contain a large ad- 
mixture of bad characters ever ready to 
cause disturbance. Since his assumption 
of office the Admiral has impressed upon 
his subordinates the necessity of improving 
the discipline of the navy and rendering it 
strong enough to cope with any emergency. 
He started from Ningpo in his flag ship, 
the Yiiank‘at on the 11th of July last, and 
visited Chinhai, ‘Tinghai, Slihp‘u, Haimén, 
Wénchow, and a number of other places of 
strategic importance, carefully searching 
‘all the creeks and numerous inlets with 
which the coast is indented. The forts 
were all found to command very strong 
positions and their guns were clean and 
brightly polished. Having regard to the 
fact that many questions of importance 
arise between Chékiang and the neighbour- 
ing province of Fukien, the memorialist 
accepted an invitation from the Governor- 
General of the latter province to visit him 
at Foochow, and leaving his flag-ship at 
Pagoda Anchorage he went up the Min ri- 
ver in an open boat. Accompanied by the 
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Viceroy he inspected the forts at Mingan, 
Ch‘angmén, Chinp‘ai and other places, all 
of which were excellently equipped and sit- 
uated in positions of great natural strength. 


CREATION OF A NEW OFFICE IN MANCHURIA, 


The Governor of the northern province 
of Manchuria submits a memorial in which 
he suggests the appointment of a district 
official in the region to the north of the 
town of Hulan. His predecessor had sug- 
gested a similar appointment, and had pro- 
posed that the incumbent of the new office 
should live in the town of Hulan and exer- 
cise criminal jurisdiction in all cases occur- 
ing outside a radius of 200 li from that city. 
The difficulty, however, of finding a suitable 
official residence prevented the proposal 
from being carried out at the time, and the 
memorialist in reviving the application 
considers that it would be better that the- 
official should not be stationed in Hulan 
but at a place called Shangchich‘ang 320 Iz 
distant from that city. ‘The region is being 
rapidly brought under cultivation by set- 
tlers and the density of population as well 
as the frequent occurrence of robberies and 
litigation incident to a new settlement 
demand the presence of a responsible official 
on thespot. The new officer will act under 
the orders of the magistrate of Suihua, 
and his appointment will, it is expected, 
prove a decided benefit to the whole region. 
—Grauted by rescript. 


21st September. 


RECOMMENDATION IN FAVOUR OF AN OFFICIAL 
WHO WAS PREVIVUSLY DEGRADED. 


Chang-yao, the Governor of Shantung, 
submits a strong reconmendation in favour 
of Hsii Kéng-pi, an official who formerly 
gained considerable notoriety as Namhai 
Magistrate at Canton, and who was sub- 
sequently degraded for having illegally 
caused the death of a prisoner, when he 
wag in charge of the Lu-féng district. 
Chang Chih-tung, when Governor-General 
at Canton, drew attention to this oflicer’s 
Meritorious services and employed him for 
some tine in the capture of robbers. In 
now asking for his services in Shantung 
the memortalist states that Hsii Kéng-pi is 
a man of quite exceptional ability and 
unusual experience, whose presence would 
be of advantage in Shantung.--Granted by 
rescripl. 

22nd September. 
RETIREMENT OF LATE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 

P‘ei Yin-sén, the late Superintendent 
of the Foochow arsenal, has received per- 
mission to retire from his post of Director 
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of the Imperial Banqueting Court in Peking 
on the ground of continued ill-health. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO THE COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF OF TURKESTAN, 


In a decree published to-day the Km- 
peror acknowledges the receipt of a memo- 
rial from the Acting-Governor of Turkestan 
in which an application 1s made for the 
bestowal of posthumous honours on T‘an 
Shang-lien, late Commander-in-Chief in that 
province and Kansu. ‘I'he deceased, who en- 
tered the Hunan army asa volunteer in the 
reign of Hsien Féng, had served in the 
campaigns in Hupeh, Anhui and Kiang- 
nan, and had contributed by his gallantry 
to the recapture of many important towns. 
He afterwards played a leading part in the 
campaign against the Mchammedans in the 
North-west. The posthumous honours 
awarded to him are on the scale usually 
accorded to officers who have died from the 
effects of arduous services on the field, a 
record of his military exploits is to be com- 
piled by the Court Historian’s Office and a 
tablet to his memory is to be placed in the 
temples erected to Tso Tsung-t‘ang in 
Shensi, Kansu and Turkestan. 


REPAIR OF THE BREACH IN THE YELLOW 
RIVER IN SHANTUNG 


In June of the present year the embank- 
ments erected by the people along the 
course of the Yellow River in the Chiho 
district gave way and a serious breach 
occurred at a place called Kaochiat‘ao, the 
closing of which is now reported by the 
Governor. The work was completed on 
the 8th of September after more than two 
months’ incessant toil, and in expressing 
his satisfaction, the Emperor remits the 
penalties of certain officials, to whose re- 
missness the breach was supposed to be due 
in the first instance, and confers rewards 
upon others who exerted themselves in 
carrying out the repairs. 


23rd September. 


RECOMMENDATION FOR 
APPOINTMENT OF TAOTAI AT HSINING. 


The Taotai of Hsining having recently 
died, the Viceroy of the Shénkan provinces 
submits a recommendation for the appoint- 
ment of his successor. The post is one of 
considerable importance-as it involves juris- 
diction over a very mixed population, and 
the duties can only be satisfactorily per- 
formed by a man of experience and ability. 
The Viceroy’s choice has fallen upon 
Ch‘éng Ting-fén, the present Intendant of 
the P‘ting Ch‘ing Ching Ku Hua Circuit. 
This officer is a native of Kiangsi, and 


started official life as Secretary of the 
Board of Works in Peking. To great 
ability and steadiness in the discharge of his 
official functions, he adds an exceptional 
knowledge of the province, and the ap- 
pointinent, if confirmed, will greatly con- 
duce to the good adininistration of this 
important frontier post.—Refer ed to the 
consideration of the Bo ord. 


SUBSCHIPTIONS TO FAMINE KELIEF IN CHE- 
KIANG. EXTENSION OF TIME REQUESTED 
FOR BESTOWAL OF REWARDS UPON 
SUBSCRIBERS. 


At the instance of the Viceroy at Nanking: 
the system of raising funds by the bestowal | 
of dignities, etc., upon subscribersto Famine 
Relief, was iutroidluced in Chékiang and 
Kiangsu for a period of six months, the 
limit of time being afterwards extended to 
nine months. This his now expired, but 
as one tenth of the number of subscribers 
have not yet received rewards, the Governor 


| asks for a further extension till the end of 


‘particulars consumed time. 


the present year, to enable him to check 
the amounts and assign to the donors the 
appropriate rewards. Many of the sub- 
scripiions came from distant provinces and 
the references required for ascertaining the 
The Governor 
mentions that the total amount of funds 
raised during the nine months that the 
system was in operation reached the large 
sum of Tis. 1,100,000. 


24th September. 
PATROL OF THE COREAN FRONTIER. 


The Military Governor at Moukden 
reports the completion of the summer 
inspection of the border land between 
Corea and China. ‘These inspections take 
place every quarter, and those held in 
summer and autumn are conducted by a 
Joint Commission composed of Corean and 
Chinese officials. The date of the inspection 
is notified beforehand to the King of Corea 
by the Board of Rites at Moukden, and 
arrangements are made for the meeting 
on the frontier of the Commissioners 
from both countries. After the inspection 
is completed, the Corean representative 
draws up a stamped document certifying 
that the frontier is quiet, and this is 
forwarded to the Governor at Moukden 
through the Chinese Commissioner. — 


25th September. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A PREFECT. 
The Viceroy at Nanking and the Governor 
of Kiangsu submit a memorial in which 
they request the bestowal of posthumous 
honour upon Chien Té-ch‘éng formerly 
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Prefect of Chinkiang, Cl‘angchow and a 
number of other places in the same pro- 
vince. The deceas. d ofticer came to Kiangsu 
in 1840 as Assistaut Magistrate of Wu Hsien 
and was soon promoted to be acting mavis- 
trate of the Kauch‘un district, where he in- 
stituted a new method of doing judicial busi- 
ness aud disposed of over 200 outstanding 
cases in the space of two months. The dis- 
trict was exposed tothe Yanytze floods and he 
devoted much attention to the preservation 
of the dykes erected by the people, expos- 
ing himself to all kinds of weather in the 
supervision of the work. As mayistrate of 
Chiiugp‘u and Chinkuei he subsequeutly 
exerted himself in lightening the burdens 
of taxation falling upon the people, equal- 
ising the incidence of the land tax and 
abolishing a number of illegal perquisites 
connected with its levy. The gentry whose 
interests were. affected by his reforms 
offered the most determined opposition to 
his system of administration, but he adhered 
to his plans with a firmne<s which no op- 
position could shake. While administering 
the government of Tsungming he did much 
to improve the morals of the rude island 
population by sternly putting down the 
practice of disregarding the interment of 
the dead. He not only required the burial 
of relatives within a fixed time, but raised 
funds for purchasing and laying out a public 
cemetery. It was while governing the 
island that he beat to death the notorious 
pirate Huang Liu-lang and dispersed his 
confederates, to the great peace and com- 
fort of the district. His subsequent career 
as a Prefect was attended with no less 
benefit to the country over which he 
ruled. The land tax im the Sungcliang 
Prefecture was especially heavy and after 
persistent appeals to his superiors he even- 
tually obtained its reduction and a new 
assessment. In Ch‘angchow he found that 
the shops in the city had to contribute 
largely towards the public expenditure, and 
rather than continue a burden which bore 
severely upon people just recovering from 
the rebellion, he provided the requisite 
funds from tlie savinys he had made in his 
previous posts. Amongst his numerous 
merits, it is specially mentioned that he 
prevented the opening of mines, supplied 
the people with seed corn and silk reeling 
machines, and encouraged the promotion of 
educational and benevolent enterprises. It 
is asked that an account of his administra- 
tion should be compiled by the Court His- 
torian’s Office in order that the reason- 
able wishes of the people may be satisfied 
and the career of a meritorious officer placed 
on record.— Decree published separately. 
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FURTHER APPLICATION FROM LIU CHIN- 
T‘ANG, GOVERNOK «F TURKESTAN, 
FORK PERMISSION TO RETIRE. 


Chang-hsii, the Governor of Hunan, 
has submitted a further application from 


Liu Chin-t‘ang for permission to vacate his 


post as Governor of the New Dominion in 
order that he may be free to administer to 
the comfort of his aged grandmother. 
In acl. nowledying the receipt of this memo- 
rial the Emperor explains that the appli- 
cant’s brother, an expectant Taotai in 
Honan, had been released from his duties 
so that Liu Chin-t‘ang might be able to 
resume his office with his mind free from 
anxiety. In again praying for permission 
to retire from the public service on account 
of. the serious illness of his grandmother 
Liu Chin-t‘ang evinces a truly sincere and 
tilial disposition, but as his post in the New 
Dominion is one of great importance, and the 
prestige of his name there has contributed 
in a great measure to the present satisfac- 
tory condition of the province, his retire- 
ment at the present moment would be- 
attended with incenyenience. He is there- 
fore granted four months’ extension of 
leave on condition that he will on its ex- 
piration, at once return to his post should 
his grandmuther in the meantime be re- 
stored to health. 


RISING OF ABORIGINES IN SZECHUAN. 

A memorial from the Viceroy of Szechuan 
and the Tartar General at Ch‘éngtu relates 
the circumstances connected with some 
raids of aboriginal tribes which occurred 
«a few months ago in the Leip‘o sub-pre- 
fecture. A force composed vf over 2,000 
men of these tribes marched out of their 
fastnesses. and attacking the villages of 
Niuch‘ihshui, and T‘ienkumi, burned and 
plundered all before them, carrying off 
the cattle and making prisoners of the 
inhabitants. The Imperial troops stationed 
in tho district drove back the invaders and 
forced them to retreat into the woods, but 
the paucity of their numbers prevented 
them from adequately guarding all the 
outlets leading from the rebels’ strong- 
holds. Reinforcements were sent to their 
aid and an engayement took place in which 
aver 100 of the aborigines were killed and 
several prisoners of both the white and 
black tribes were taken and instantly de- 
capitated. On the 9th July last the rebels 
again made a raid in full force on the sur- 
rounding country and meeting with the 
Imperial troops were totally routed in 
the battle which ensued, great slaughter 
having been occasioned amongst them by 
the firearms of the soldiery, and twelve 
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of their number being mace prisoners 
were instantly decapitated. The Imperial 
troops also suffered considerably and re- 
wards were distributed to those who had 
distinguished themselves in the action. 
The latest information that has been 
gathered through spies shows that the 
rebels are determined to make another 
attack in full force as soon as the sheep 
shearing season is over and measures are 
being taken to strengthen the Imperial 
position and to distribute foreign firearms 
largely among the troops. The memori- 
alists explain that the present rising was 
quite unexpected, as the aborigines of Lei- 
p‘o remained perfectly quiet during the 
troubles which occurred last year amongst 
the native tribes in Mapien. Should they, 
as is anticipated, make any further raids, 
the Imperialist troops may possibly succeed 
in vanquishing them in a single battle, but 
on the other hand it may be necessary to 
raise two extra battalions of irregular 
soldiers to take the field against them, and 
put an end at once to such incursions.— 
Reseript: , Let active measures be taken for 
the suppression of the rising with all the 
force at the disposal of the memorialists. 


26th September. 


OFFICIAL CHANGES. 


Téng Hua-hsi is transferred to the post 
of Lieutenant-Governor of Kiangsu, his 
place in Hupeh being filled by Huang P‘éng- 
nien, the present Lieutenant-Governor of 
the first mentioned province. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


The Intendancy of the Kashgar Circuit 
which is one of the most important frontier 
_posts in the Empire is conferred upon Chou 
Ch‘unyg-fu ; Ho Wei-chieh is gazetted Taotai 
of the P‘ing Ch‘ing Ching Ku Hua Circuit 
in Kansu. 


IIONOURS TO A CENTENARIAN LADY. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits an appli- 
cation for permission to erect an honorary 
portal to a lady who by Chinese reckoning 
has attained her hundredth year and has 
lived to see four generations of her de- 
scendants. The lady in question is a native 
of the Shanhua district in Hunan where 
she was born in the year 1791. She was 
married in 1813 to a small official of the 
name of P‘éng by whom she had two sons. 
Her descendants number four grandsons, 
seven great-grandsons, and one great-preat- 
grandson. ‘The family thus comprises five 
generations living under the same roof and 
comes within the category entitled to special] 
recognition on the part of the Emperor.— 
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| Referred to the consideration of the Board 


of Rites. 
MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO P‘ENG YU-LIN. 


The same memorialist submits a petition 
signed by some naval officers of the 
Yangtze fleet in which they pray for per- 
mission to build a memorial Temple to 
their late Admiral, P‘éng Yi-lin. The site 
selected fur the proposed building is a 
place full of historical memories called 
Ts‘al Shih-chi in the T‘angt‘u district in 
Anhul, and the cost is to be defrayed. 
by public subscription. P-éng Yi-lin and 
Tséng Kuo-fan organised the naval service 
on the Yang:ze during the ‘Taiping rebel- 
lion, and seeing that the river commanded 
the approach to five provinces, the system 
then introduced was with admirable pru- 
dence and forethought constituted one of 
the permanent defences of the country. 
The late Admiral showed his deep interest.in 
the Yangtze fleet by continuing in spite of 
broken health to inspect it every year, and 
the gratitude felt by the people for his 
devotion to their interests has prompted 
thein to erect an enduring memorial to his 
memory.—Granted by rescript. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TO FAMINE RELIEF. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits a long 
list of subscriptions towards relief of distress 
in Kiangsu and Chékiang. The amount 
contributed in each case exceeds T]s. 1,000 
and as the benevolent deed was invariably 
prompted by the dying behests of the 
donor’s father or grandfather, the latter 
are to have memorial arches built to perpet- 
uate their philanthropic motives. 


DONATION OF LAND FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
donation of 606 mow of land. the market 
value of which is estimated at Tls. 3,000, by 
aun expectant Magistrate in the Chaowén 
district for the support of charitable and 
educational establishments in that locality. 
The property was originally bequeathed 
for public purposes by the donor’s father, 
but the title-deeds were lost or destroyed 
during the Rebellion. A separate piece of 
ground measuring over 6 mow has also been 
made over by the same _ public-spirited 
gentleman as a free gift to the community 
to be used as a cemetery. The matter has 
been duly placed on record by the authori- 
ties of the province, who now request that 
the son should be permitted to erect an 
arch to the memory of his father, whose 
benevolent intentions have at length been 
carried into effect. 
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27th September. 
REINSTATEMENT OF A DISTRICT MAGISTRATE. 


Taking advantage of the Act of Grace 
promulgated by the Emperor in April, 1889, 
the Governor of Shensi commends to the 
favourable consideration of His Majesty the 
case of a district magistrate named Sun 
Shih-cho, 63 years of age, who was placed on 
the retired list some three years age at the 
instance of the then Governor on the ground 
of chronic ill-health and advanced age. 
Memorialist is informed that throughout 
his ofticial career this official has shown 
great diligence and care in the conduct of 
public business, earning for himself the 
affectionate regard of the people, whilst his 
management of affairs when acting magis- 
trate of Msienning left nothing to be 
desired. He is now entirely free from 
his former ailment, and under these 
circumstances memorialist asks for permis- 
sion to give him a letter of introduction to 
the Board, with a view to his being presented 
in Audience.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


FLOODS IN SHENSI, 


In a postscript memorial the Governor of 
Shensi states that since the heavy rains at 
the end of the 5th and beginning of the 6th 
month, several districts have been reported 
as having suffered from floods, caused in 
some cases by the sudden descent of water 
from the hills, and in others by breaches 
in the river banks. In the upper depart- 
ment 1,973 mov of land were thus flooded, 
243 dwelling houses being washed away 
and 72 individuals drowned. In the lower 
department over 360 ch'ing of land were 
inundated, but as the magistrate prompt- 
ly set the people to work repairing the 
breaches and draining off the floods, a 
considerable portion of this land was not 
under water for any length of time, and 
not more than 10 or 20 per cent. is covered 
with any deposit of sand. In the Huayin 
district several breaches occurred, flooding 
the country along the river banks for over 
60 li, and inland fora distance of from 5 to 
8 /i toa depth of several feet.. The crops 
are al] ruined, but it is impossible at pre- 
sent to ascertain the precise extent of the 
damage. Memorialist has called for reports 
on this point to enable him to decide as 
to the necessity for any postponement or 
remission of taxation, and in the meantime 
has given orders for the distribution of 
relief in the most necessitous cases, for the 
supply of grain for food and agricultural 
requirements, and for the issue of grants 
towards the repair of dwelling-houses and 
burial of the dead. Over Tis. 1,400 will 
be needed for relief purposes in the upper 
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department which suffered most severely, 
and the Provincial Treasurer has been 
directed to furnish this sum for distribution 
by the local authorities among the sufferers 
in the above-named districts. 


BIGAMY, ABDUCTION AND RAPE BY A 
MILITARY GRADUATE. 


The following case has been reported by 
the district magistrate of Paochéng in 
Shensi. A military graduate named Chang 
Kuang-yao, recently married the adopted 
daughter of a man called Chang Lien-yu, 
uder false pretences, by representing lis 
first wife to be dead. As soon as the fraud 
was discovered the father of the girl insti- 
tuted legal proceedings, the upshot uf which 
was that the marriage-cards and wedding- 
presents were ordered to be returned by 
both parties, and the girl herself married 
to some other man. She was accordingly 
betrothed to an individual named Yii Hsing- 
ho, but when Chang Kuang-yao heard of 
this he contrived to carry her off by force 
and then committed a rape upon her. 

It appears that the above-mentioned 
military graduate Chang Kuang-yao, passed 
17th on the list at the examinations held 
in the year 1885. His fradulent attempt 
to obtain as a concubine the daughter of an 
honest family having proved unsuccessful, 
he next proceeded to carry off and abuse 
the girl by force, in utter defiance of the 
law, and trusting to his position to screen 
him from the consequences. In now bring- 
ing the above facts to the notice of the 


Throne the Governor of Shensi requests 


that the said military graduate may be 
stripped of his degree as a preliminary to 
being brought tv trial, and severely punish- 
ed.— Approved. 


28th September. 


DEATH OF LU-P‘ENG, DEPUTY LIEUTENANT- 
GOVERNOR OF TSITSIHAR. 


The Military Governor of Heilung Chiang 
reports the death of Lu-p‘eng, Deputy 
Lieutenant-Governor of Tsitsihar. The de- 
ceased had been ailing for some time past 
and had recently applied through memo- 
rialist, fora month’s leave of absence to re- 
cruit his health. The very same day, how- 
ever, he was attacked by dysentery in an 
aggravated form and when memorialist saw 
him was lying groaning on his couch. 
Raising himself up on his pillow with an 
effort, and grasping memorialist’s hand 
he spoke of how he had fully intended on 
his return from Peking last spring, to de- 
vote all his remaining energies to requiting 
the many kindnesses he had received from 
His Majesty. He was not fated, however, 


to be so fortunate, and felt that he should | 


never recover from his present illness, the 
sees of which had been sown some years 
ayo during his military campaigns. Imme- 
diately afterwards he became unconscious, 
and lingered on in that condition for some 
little time, finally ‘vacating his post’ at 
the date of writing. 

The deceased joined the army at an early 
age and served with great. distinction in a 
number of campaigns in Honan, Anhui, 
Shantug, Szechuan, Shensi, Hupeh, and 
Kansu. His family are left in extremely 
straitened circumstances ; the eldest of his 
three suns, who were living with him, being 
aladof15. Memuorialist is making all ne- 
cessary arrangenients for the funeral, and 
whilst soliciting the appointment of a suc- 
cessor, begs to submit for His Majesty’s 
consideration the propriety of bestowing 
posthumous distinctions on the deceased 
Lieutenant - Governor.— Rescript already 
published. 


HOMICIDE BY GARRISON SOLDIERS AT 
FOOCHOW. 

The Manchu General-in-chief at Foochow 
reports that in July last two soldiers be- 
longing to the Tartar garrison had an 
altercation with a man named Tai Chia-lien, 
who was so severely injured in the fray 
that he died on the following day. The 
accused have been handed over to the civil 
authorities to be dealt with according to 
law, their pay being stopped in the mean- 
time. Their superior officers are certainly 
open to a charge of negliyence for their 
failure to keep their men in order, and 
memorialst accordingly begs that their 
names may be referred to the Board of 
War for the determination of an appropriate 
penalty.—Approved. 


ESCAPE OF A PRISONER IN CHEKIANG. 


The Governor of Chékiang reports the 
result of a trial held with reference to the 
escape of a condemned criminal named 
Hsit Lao-lin from the district gaol at 
Ch‘ient ‘ang. 

. . The prisoner had been condemned to 
death for his complicity ina case of robbery 
with violence committed in the Ch‘eng 
district, and was lying in the gaol of the 
provincial capital pending confirmation of 
his sentence by the Board. The escape 
‘ was effected under cover of a stormy night 
whust the watchmen on duty had gone in- 
doors for shelter from the rain, and had 
fallen fast asleep. The magistrate was 
absent at the time on public business, but 
immediately returned on learning of the 
occurrence, and took measures for the re- 
capture of the escaped criminal, but with- 
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out success. After the usual enquiry had 
been held both by the Prefect of Hanzg- 
chow, and the acting Provincial Judge, the 
case came in due course before memorialist 
who found that the prisoner had been pro- 
perly secured, and that there was no evidence 
of bribery or undue relaxations of vigilance 
on the part of the gavlers and others. The 
lint of 100 days assigned for the recapture 
of the prisoner having expired, the gaoler 
Li-chin is liable under the statute to 100 
blows and banishment for three years, but 
as the affairs occurred prior to the Act of 
Grace of 10th May last, his punishment is 
commuted to one of 100 blows only. The 
watchman and others are liable to 80 blows, 
but for the same reason are allowed to go 
scot-free on this occasion. The gaol-warden 
has already been cashiered, but will be 
retained on the spot to assist in effecting 
the capture of the criminal, and will be 
further dealt with should the latter be still 
at large at the end of tive years.—Referred 
to tue Board of Punishments. 


29th September. 
PEKING CUSTOM HOUSE RECEIPTS, 


The Superintendent of Customs at the 
Ch‘ungwén Gate presents his accounts for 
the years ending 15th Sept. last, showing a 
deficiency on the total assessment of Tls. 
142,496.4.6. Various causes are assigned 
for this deficit, the principal being the 
fluctuations in the value of silverand copper, 
leading toa slackuess in trade generally. 
The ditticulties and increased cost of trans- 
port due to the heavy rains during the past 
summer, and consequent increase in the 
price of food, have made merchants hesitate 
about risking their capital in the import 
trade. Further the falling-off in the con- 
sumption of southern produce and the 
increased use of foreign goods, which are 
by law exempt from any additional levy on 
reaching Peking, and thus encrvach on the 
Native Customs reccipts, are all causes 
which, in spite of the most strenuous efforts 
render the collection of the prescribed 
amount of revenue a matter of impossibility. 

‘The total receipts during the year 
under review were Tls. 181.004.9.4.2., 
viz :—regular assessinent Tls, 110,724.4.9.2. 
and. surplus assessment Tls. 70.280.4.5, 
comparing favourably with former years. 
‘he amounts received by way of fine in 
112 cases have already been paid over to 
the Board of Revenue. In a few remain- 
ing cases which were of a petty description, 
the offenders have been let off with a severe 
reprimand, it being found impossible to 
collect from them the amount uf the fines. — 
Referred to the Board of Revenue. 
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30th September. 


NEW EXAMINATION-HALL AT CHENGTINGFU 
IN CHIH.I. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang reports the 
completion of the new examination-hall 
at Chengtingfu. This building stood 
originally in the N.W. corner of the city, 
but being found lable to floods on account 
of its low-lying situation was removed in 
the reign of Ch‘ien Lung to a site in the 
S.E. quarter. During the hundred and 
odd years that have elapsed since then the 
buildings had fallen into a very ruinous 
condition, and were positively unsafe, 
besides which it was found that very few 
students had been successful at the higher 
examinations since the change of locality, 
the geomancers declaring with one accord 
that this was due to the situation 
being an unlucky one from a geomantic 
point of view. A number of the local 
gentry and /iferute accordingly took the 
matter up and petitioned to be allowed 
to rebuild the examination hall on the 
former site, the ground being raised and 
trenches dug so as to prevent its suffering 
from floods in the same way as formerly. 
The scheme was to cost 32,000 strinys of 
cash, allowing for the use of such of the old 
materials as could be made available, this 
amount being raised by public subscriptions 
in the various sub-districts and departments 
of the Prefecture. It was intended that the 
pronte ofthe work should besuperintended 

y special officers deputed for the purpose, 
all receipts and disbursements passing 
through the hands of the trustees appointed 
by the gentry themselves. Memorialist 
having given his sanction to the proposed 
removal, work was commenced in April 
1889, and completed in the following No- 
vember. The present hall consists of 216 
brick and tile buildings, 14 with flat roofs ; 
and one dedicated to the auspicious planct 
of students. Including.a large entrance 
gate, two stone bridges, screens and boun- 
dary-walls, trenches, numbered seats and 
tables, etc., the total cost amounts to 29,781 
strings of cash. The unexpended balance of 
thesubscriptions has been put out at interest 
with various pawnbrokers at 12 per cent. 
per annum, the income arising from this 
source being devoted for purposes of annual 
repairs, in accordance with a set of regula- 
tious which have been engraved on stone 
for future yuidance. 

Memorialist accordingly begs that the 
above may be placed on record by the 
Board, and adds that he is forwarding no 
accounts as the works have been carried 
out entirely at the cost of the public. 





FLOODS IN CHIHLI--REWARD FOR SUBSCRIP- 
TION IN AID OF RELIEF FUND. 

The Grand Secretary Chang Chih-wan 
having subscribed Tls. 1,000 to the fund 
for the relief of the distress caused by tlie 
recent floods in the Tientsin district, the 
Viceroy Li Hung-chang solicits on his be- 
half permission to erect a memorial arch- 
way in honour of the donor’s grandparents, 
whose dying injunctions prompted the pre- 
sent act of generosity. A similar contribu- 
tion from the same source was recently 
rewarded in this manner at: the instance of 
the Governor of the Metropolitan Pre- 
fecture, and though the G.and Secretary 
does not wish his name to be mentioned, 
the Viceroy thinks that such unwearied- 
ness in well-doing as is indicated by the 
present further subscription to a charitable 
object, should not be kept from the cogni- 
sance of the Throne. He therefore re- 
quests His Majesty’s sanction for the erec- 
tion at Nanpi ‘hsien of a memorial archway 
inscribed with the usual honorific ‘inscrip- 
tion. —Sanctioned by rescript. 


FURTHER POSTHUMOUS DISTINCTIONS TO LATE 
JUDGE OF CHIHLI, TING SHOU-CH‘ANG. 


On the death of Ting Shou-ch'‘ang, who 
was formerly Judicial Commissioner of 
Chihli, the highest honours allowed in the 
case of an officer dying of disease after 
(listinguished service in the field, were 


_conferred upon.the deceased by Imperial 


decree. The Board of Civil Office however 
objected subsequently that the late Judge 
had quitted the army many years prior to 
his death, and that consequently he was 
not properly entitled under the regulations 
to the award of distinctions on the scale 
in question. In protesting against this 
decision of the Board, the Viceroy Li 
Hung-chang recapitulates the services 
rendered by the deceased and. shows that 
in other cases honours similar to those 
now applied for have been awarded without 
question. Joining the army in the early 
part of the reign of T‘ung-chih, the late 
provincial judge served under memorialist 
in his campaigns in Kiangsu, Chékiang, 
Hupeh, Honan and Shantung, assisting in 
the recovery of over thirty fortified towns 
and other places, and capturing many noted 
rebel leaders. In 1869 he was transferred 
to the province of Chihli by ‘request of 
the then Vicerny Tseng Kuo-fan and it 
was whilst holding office as Taotai of 
Tientsin that the serious riots occurred 
there between the Christian converts and 
the people. As Provincial Judge he sub- 
sequently cleared off many old cases of 
long-standing, with great advantage to the 
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interests generally of both Chinese and 
foreigners. Two years later he dealt suc- 
cessfully with a still more difficult task, 
viz :—the relief of the distress caused by 
the floods at Tientsin, whilst in 1877 he 
rendered valuable assistance in connection 
with the great famine in Shansi and Honan. 
After his death all the above particulars 
were brought to the notice of the Throne 
in detail, whereupon His Majesty was 
graciously pleased tv confer on the deceased 
special marks of favour, lauding him for his 
distinguished services in the field as well as 
for the manner in which he had earned for 
himself the affectionate regard of the people, 
at the same time giving orders for the 
compilation of his biography by the State 
Historian and sanctioning tie erection of a 
temple to his memory. His Majesty has 
thus long been cognisant of the many 
excellences of the deceased botli as a soldier 
and as an administrator. 

In the case of Liu Sheng-tsao, who was 
formerly Judge of Chékiang, meimorialist 
and the present Governor of that province, 
preferred on his behalf an application 
similar to the present one, in accordance 
with the precedents established in two pre- 
vious cases. His Majesty on that occasion 
sanctioned the grant of the honours applied 
for, the Board raising no objections what- 
ever. Ting Shou-ch‘ang’s claims to distinc- 
tion are in no respect inferior to those of 
Liu Sheng-ts‘ao. His services in a military 
capacity, and his conduct of foreign affairs 
were of‘an eminently distinguished nature, 
but if the special favours accorded him at his 
death are to be restricted by reason of the 
objections raised by the Board, his services 
though superior to those of Liu Sheng-tsao 
will receive a less reward. Memorialist 
again begs therefore that distinctions on 
the highest pussible scale allowed in the 
case of an officer who dies of disease after 
distinguished service in the field may be 
conferred on the late Provincial Judge of 
Chihh, Ting Shou-ch‘ang, in order that the 
merits of a loyal servant of the Throne 
may receive that recognition to which they 
are entitled.—Sanctioned by rescript. 


Ist October. 


RETIREMENT IN MOURNING ©F THE GRAND 
CHAMBERLAIN POYENNOMUBU. 


Sundry decrees with reference to the 
retirement in mourning of the Grand Cham- 
berlain Poyennomuhu on the occasion of 
the death of his mother. As a special 
mark of favour the treasury of the Privy 
Purse is directed to issue to him the sum 
of Tls. 1,000 as a donation towards the 
expenses of the funeral. During his period 
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-yeturned home and went to bed. 


of retirement his duties will be performed 
by various officers named in the several 
decrees. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Chu Shen is appointed Reader and Ting 
Li-kan Expositur of the Han-lin college. 


INCENDIARISM IN MANCHURTA. 


The Military Governor at Moukden re- 
ports the arrest and trial of an incendiary 
named Ch‘en Ch'i-wen, a native of the 
Kaiyuan district. This individual, who 
was a regular bully, gambler, and idle 
vagabond had recently endeavoured to 
borrow money of a neighbour named Ch‘eng 
Ching-yiieh, but had met with a refusal. 
He accordingly determined to burn Ch‘eng’s 
house, and made his way one night to 
the back of the premises, the eaves of 
which he set on fire. As there was a 
fresh breeze blowing the roof was speedily 
in a blaze, and the incendiary then bend 
The 
next morning he came round to inspect 
the result of his handiwork, and finding 
the owner standing outside the door, 
threatened next autumn to burn all his 
stacks down to the very last straw. A 
few days later a second attempt by Ch‘en 
Ch‘i-wen to borrow money from anvther 
neighbour named Ch‘eng Wan-chi proved 
equally unsuccessful. He accordingly set 
fire to the stalk-fence round this man’s 
house, and being foiled in this, took «an 
early opportunity of setting the house itself 
on fire. Only one room was burnt, however, 
the owner having rushed out and given the 
alarm in time. Seeing Ch‘en Ch‘i-wen 
standing there looking on he asked him 
what he was doing, whereupon Ch‘en picked 
up a brick and threw it at him saying that 
he meant to have his revenge. On a third 
occasion he set fire to a stack of fuel be- 
longing to a certain Yang-Lien against 
whom he had a grudge, openly telling him 
that he had done so. Some time after 
wards Chten demanded 500 strings of cash 
as compensation for injuries received in a 
fight with a man called Tsui, and this led 


all the other individuals above-named to 


come forward and report the facts to the 
authorities. Ch‘en Chi-wen was then 
arrested and sent to the provincial capital 
for trial, the above facts being clearly 
proved against him. 

The law provides that where any person 
from motives of revenge sets fire to a dwel- 
ling-house without, however, causing any 
injury to the occupants, he shall be de- 
capitated after the usual period of incar- 
ceration, and this is therefore the sentence 
passed on the incendiary in the present 
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case. Taking into account the aggravated 
nature of the case, and the necessity for 
inflicting the severest possible punishment 
in order to stamp out crimes of this nature, 
as also the fact that the character of the 
offence precludes any mitigation of the 
sentence, memeorialist requests permission 
to have the latter carried into effect imme- 
diately instead of delaying the execution 
in the usual course til] after the autumn 
assize.—Fteferred to the Board of Punish- 
ments. 

In a second memorial the Governor 
of Moukden reports the trial of a man 
named Li Yii-chen on a charge of arson. The 
criminal being without regular occupation 
frequently found himself in some straits. 
There was a small temple in the neighbour- 
hood dedicated to the Fire God. and it had 
occurred to him that by pretending to have 
influence with this deity, and by giving out 
that all who worshipped at the temple 
would escape calamity by fire, he might 
make a good income. In order to induce 
the people to believe in him and at the 
same time pay off an old score against a man 
named Li Tzii-i, he and a friend of his 
called Wang Tao went one niglit and set 
fire to a quantity of straw stacked in Lis 
yard, telling every one on the fullowing 
day that the fire had occurred on account of 
Li’s unbelief. Several other similar acts 
of incendiarism were successfully carried 
out by the pair. Qn one occasion when 
Li Yii-chen was pretending to help at one 
of these fires a man named Li ‘Tien-pao 
began to express his suspicions on the sub- 
ject. Li Yii-chen thereupon retorted that if 
he was an unbeliever he too would certainly 
suffer in the same way, giving effect to his 
prognostications a day or two later by setting 
Li Tien-pao’s house on fire. The latter was 
so scared that he forthwith presented Li Yii- 
chen with analtar-table and screen together 
with 360 strinys of cash. After this as no 


mtore money was coming in the latter began 


to repeat his proccedings, till finally he 
was caught in the act and in due course 
brought to trial. In accordance with the 
provisions of the law bearing on the pre- 
sent case the principal offender, Li Yii- 
chen, has been sentenced to be decapi- 
tated after the usual period of imprison- 
ment. Considering, however, the aggra- 
vated nature of the case, memorialist 
begs that the execution may be carried 
into effect immediately, so as to strike 
terror into the hearts of similar evil-doers. 
The criminal’s brother, Li Yii-kuei, who was 
aware of his doings, and shared in the pro- 
ceeds of his crimes is sentenced to 100 
blows and banishment for 5 years. Thie 





181 


-——e - 





man Wang Tao effected his escape, and his 
case will therefore be dealt with as soon as 
he is captured.—Referred to the Board of 
Punishments, 


INCREASED SEVERITY IN PUNISHMENTS FOI 
' CRIMES OF INCENDIARISM. 


Referring to the prevalence of crimes of 
an incendiary character in the province of 
Fengt‘ien, the Military Governor suggests 
that criminals convicted of this offence 
should be punished by summary decapita- 
tion, instead of their execution being defer- 
red, as hitherto, until after the autumn 
assize. Under the present system the de- 
terrent effect of the capital punishment 
is lost to a great extent owing to the length 
of time that must necessarily elapse before 
the sentence can be carried out. Nothing 
is gained by the delay as, there can be no 
mitigation of the capital penalty for offences 
of this description. In the case of criminals 
condumned tv death fur robbery with 
violence summary decapitation is the rule, 
though their crime is really less pernicious 
in its effects than is that of arson. Meimo- 
rilist therefore begs to be allowed inall fu- 
ture cases of incendiarism to inflict summary 
decapitation immediately on receipt of the 
necessary authorisation. With regard to 
accessories, who are liable to various de- 
grees of banishment, he would propose 
that in their case the increased severity of 
punishment should take the form of banish- 
ment to unhealthy places on the extreme 
frontiers of Yiinnan, Kueichow and the 
two Kuang provinces. As scon as the 
effect of these severe measures shall have 
shown itself by a decrease in this particular 
form of crime the old method of procedure 
can then again be reverted to.—eferred to 
the Board of Praishments, 


2nd October, 
RESCUE OF A PRISONER IN PEKING, 


In reply to a memorial from the Censor 
Ch‘ung Ling denouncing an Assistant Police 
Magistrate named Li Ping-k ‘tei for having 
allowed a prisoner under lus custody to be 
forcibly rescued by a band of desperadoes, 
His Majesty issues a decree calling on the 
Board to determine the penalty to be in- 
flicted .on the officer in question for his 
gross negligence. The prisoner having 
made good his escape, and all attempts to 
effect his recapture having so far proved 
unsuccessful, the high metropolitan police 
authorities are commanded to take measures 
to ensure his arrest and that of the other 
members of the gang. 
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APPEAL TO EMPEROR. 

A dceree directing that an individual 
named Tang Kwang-ying, who yesterday 
present a petition to His Majesty, be con- 
signed to the Board of Punishments for 
rigorous interrogation. 


ERRORS IN A MEMORIAL, 


A complimentary memorial presented by 
Li Usien-i, Acting Brigadier-General at 
Iiungchow in Hainan, having been found 
to contain certain clerical errors, the 
memorialist is committed to the Board 
for the determination of an appropriate 
penalty for his carelessness. 


STATE OF YELLOW RIVER IN HONAN. 


Referring to his carlier memorial of 16th 
August last the Director General of the 
Yellow River continues his reports on the 
state of that river during the period from 
23rd August to 8th September last. Subse- 
quently to the date of his previous report 
imemorialist was informed that there had 
been a further rise of 3 feet at Wan Chin 
Tan on 21st July and again on 24th 
August, whilst the Ch‘in river was stated 
to have risen three feet two inches be- 
tween the 18th and 21st July. Both 
rivers were thus already considerably 
swollen when heavy and continuous autumn 
rains occurred, and all the affluents of the 
Yellow River began pouring in their con- 
tents to swell the torrent. Several em- 
bankments and groynes began to give way, 
and matters looked so scrious that memo- 
rialist immediately sent express orders to 
the riverine authorities to strain every 
effort to prevent any breach occurring. 
For over a month several thousand men 
laboured incessantly day and night, six or 
seven stone breakwaters were constructed, 
and one embankment, which was in a most 
dangerous condition, repaired for a length of 
several thousand feet. It is now as firm 
as rock, and capable of withstanding any 
pressure that can be brought to bear on it. 
The weather was fortunately fine through- 
oub, and full advantage was taken of this 
clrculnstance, 

With regard to the southern side of the 
river the embankments at Chengchou are 
of enormous length, and required revetting 
on the surfaces.” Many of the groynes 
showed signs of subsidence, -and large 
numbers of labourers were at work on thein 
day and night repairing and strengthening 
them, so that they are now hardly re- 
cognisible, the whole being solidly con- 
structed of the best materials. At the 
present date, 8th September, the weather 
sul remains fine, aud though the autumn 
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freshets may yet cause some trouble, the 
measures already taken for the security of 
the embankments, and the eflicient pro- 
Vision made against all future mishaps 
render the occurrence of any unforeseen 
accident a most improbable contingency. 

Ina rescript His Majesty expresses the 
gratification caused hin by the perusal of the 
foregoing memorial. The Director General is 
enjoined to continue to watch with the ut- 
most care over the safety of the embank- 
ments, 


YELLOW RIVER WORKS IN HONAN. 


In a postscript memorial, bristling with 
the names of embankments, dykes, riverine 
divisions and sections, the Director General 
of the Yellow River givesa detailed account 
of the repairs to a large number of groynes 
on the north and south banks of the river. 
Many of these had not been renewed for 
over 20 years, the fascines at their bases 
being entirely rotted or washed away. 
They have now all been revetted afresh 
and raised to a uniform height, the whole 
work being most satisfactorily executed 
under the supervision of the Intendants of 
the Kaikuei and Hopei circuits. 


APPOINTMENT OF ACTING BRIGADIER GENERAL 
AT CHAPOO. 


Ming-k‘uei, Manchu Brigade General at 
Chapoo, recently applied to be relieved of his 
duties on the ground of ill-health, and was 
accordingly permitted to retire, Chung-jui 
being appointed in his place. The Tartar 
General at Hangchow represents now that 
the latter cannot reach his post for some 
time to come, whilst Ming-k‘uei is in a 
worse state of health than ever, and that 
under these circumstances he has ordered 
Kung-shou, Brigadier-General at Hang- 
chow, to act temporarily till the arrival of 
the proper incumbent.—4 pproved. 


3rd October. 
INEFFICIENCY OF METROPOLITAN POLICE. 


In reply to a memorial from the Censor 
Hu Chiin-chang, complaining of the inefti- 
ciency of the Metropolitan police and urg- 
ing the necessity of reform in this direc- 
tion, His Majesty observes that it is 
quite out of the question for lawless 
desperadoes to be allowed to carry on 
their nefarious doings with impunity withm 
the precincts of the capital. If it be true 
that cases of robbery with violence have 
occurred with increasing frequency of late, 
and that the authorities concerned are in 
the habit of shuffling off their responsibility 
from one to another, and also fail in taking 
immediate steps for the apprehension of 
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criminals, the police system must indeed 
have fallen into a lamentable condition. 
The oftice of Gendannerie and the Police 
Censors of the five divisions of the city are 
accordingly commanded to exercise the 
necessary supervision over their subordi- 
nates. In all grave cases of robbery with 
violence iminediate steps are to be taken for 
the arrest and punishment of the offenders, 
none being allowed to escape from the net of 
the law. The high officials above-named are 
further to formulate appropriate rules and 
regulations and, abandoning their former 
negligent ways, earnestly devote themselves 
to the institution of a thorough reform. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


In reply to a joint memorial from the 
Imperial Residents in Tibet His Majesty 
sanctions the appointment of Ssii-lang-to- 
pu-chieh, recommended by them for the 
post of Taipeng (commandant) in Ulterior 
Tibet. 

Wen P‘ei is reappointed Superintendent 
of the Imperial Factory at Nanking for 
another year. 


RELIEF OF DISTRESS CAUSED BY FLOODS IN 
SHANTUNG. 

A vast extent of low-lying land in Pu- 
chow and 36 other departments and districts 
of Shantung lying along the banks of the 
Yellow River and in the vicinity of the 


Grand Canal having been severely inun- _ 


dated, owing to the simultaneous occur- 
rence of breaches in the embankments 
of: the Yellow River, the descent of 
floods from the mountains, and the over- 
flow of the neighbuuring lakes, His 
Majesty, in a decree issued to-day, in 
response to anapplication fromthe Governor 
of Shantung, authorises the retention of 
50,000 piculs of this year’s tribute rice due 
by that province, and the appropriation of 
T's. 100,060 from the treasury of the Grain 
Intendant for purposes of relicf. ‘he 
Governor is to see that the distribution is 
properly carried out by his subordinates in 
proportion to the extent of the calamity in 
each district; carefully guarding against 
malpractices on the part of dishonest under- 
lings, so as to ensure that His Majesty’s 
bounty actually reaches those for whom it 
is intended. In other respects action is to 
be taken as proposed by the Governor. 


INSPECTION OF NAVAL FORCES ON YANGTZE. 


The Admiral of the Yangtze, Li Ch‘eng- 
mou, reports that on 2nd March last he 
started for the periodical inspection of the 
forces under his orders, and subsequently 
pcviewed a number of the vessels compos- 


ing the stcam-fleet attached to his com- 
mand, Steaming up the Yangtze he re- 
viewed the forces at, Hukou, Hanyang, 
and Yochow ; then descending the river he 
inspected those of his own division, to- 
gether with those from Tat‘ung, Yiichi, 
Chinling, and Wuhu. His next inspection 
was at Kuachow whence he went on to 
Wusung, and after reviewing the fleet 
of steam-vessels assembled there returned 
to T‘aip‘ingfu on the 28th May. All the 
forces inspected by memorialist showed 
themselves thoroughly proficient, the tar- 
get practice giving an average of 80 to 907/,. 
The men were rewarded or reprimanded 
according to their respective performances, 
and the officers were enjoined to be careful 
and unremitting in the matter of drill. 
Since memorialist’s serious illness of last 
year, his powers have been steadily failing 
him. He therefore repeatedly urged the 
Viceroy at Nanking to relieve him of his 
duties in connection with the steam-fleet. 
but the Viceroy invariably refused. When 
however, memorialist was at Nanking in 
May last the great alteration in his per- 
sonal appearance, had the effect of convin- 
cing the Viceroy of the reasonableness of 
his request, and he was accordingly per- 
mitted to resign this portion of his com- 
mand in the course of the autumn. Memo- 
rialist accordingly handed over charge to the 
Viceroy at Nanking on the 16th August last 


RESCUE OF SHIPWRECKED LIUCHIUANS. 


. From a report made by the Sub-Prefect 
of Tinghai, the Governor of Chékiang 
learns that on 20th July last some fisher- 
men from Chenhai were plying their voca- 
tion off Chikuanchiao when they perceived 
a submerged junk drifting along, and some 
people on her waving a flag for assistance. 
Going alongside they found 32 Liuchiuans 
on board whosubsequently gave the follow- 
ing account of themselves: —The crew of the 
junk consisted of 9 sailors and a Japanese 
stversman, besides the master, the remain- 
ing 21 individuals being passengers. On 
the 29th June, they had sailed from Liv-. 
chiufu for K’ucisung with tobacco and 
other general cargo, including a cow and a 
donkey. On the 19th July, when off Pai- 
chu Shan they were caught in a typhoon, 
which dismasted and nearly capsized the 
Junk. They then threw all their heavy cargo 
overboard, and subsequently drifted about 
till they were fallen in with and rescued. 
Five of the people on board were down with 
fever brought on by the exposure and they 
begged that these might be provided with 
medical assistance, etc. The junk was 
73 feet in length and of a carrying capacity 
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of over 2,000 piculs. She had lost all her 
masts, sails, rudder and other gear, the 
hull also being much damaged. "he sick 
were provided with a doctor as speedily as 
possible, and the whole party were supplied 
with rations and the necessary articles of 
clothing. The junk was being refitted and 
repaired, and as soon as she was ready for 
sea she would be sent on to Foochow, 
whence they could make their way back to 
their own country. 


4th October. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO LATE COMMANDER- 
IN-CHIEF AT KASHGAR, 


The acting Governor of Turkestan sub- 
mits an application which has been ad- 
dressed to him by a number of civil and 
military officials requesting the bestowal of 
posthumous honvurs upon Tan Shang-lien, 
the late Comimander-in-Chicf of Kashgar. 
The deceased, who was a native of the 
Héngyany district in Hunan, entered the 
ariny in 1858 and evinced from the outset 
the greatest pluck and hardihood in facing 
the enemy. His first important exploit 
was raising tle-.siege of the city of 
_ Paoch ‘ing and this was followed by the 
recapture from the rebels of a number of 
noted places. In 1867 he took a cotumand 
under General Liu Sung-shan in the ecam- 
paign against the Mahometans and Nienfei 
in Shensi and carried victory with him 
wherever he went, For his services on this 
occasion he wis promoted to be a Brigadier 
General, with the brevet rank of Comman- 
der-in-Chief. In 1877 he received the ap- 
pointment of Brigadier General at Han- 
chung in Shensi and during this and the 
subsequent years he rendered signal service 
in suppressing the Mahometan rebellion, 
He was the hero of a hundred battles and 
so numerous were his wounds that there 
was searcely a whole bone in his body. 
As Brigadier General at MHsining he 
devoted his attention to frontier deferice 
questions and last year he was selected for 
the important post of Commander-in- 
Chief at Kashgar where he enjoyed the 
respect of both foreigners and _ natives. 
His death was in some respects a sad one. 
He was far away from his mother who is 
over 80 years of age; he had managed to 
save very little during his ofticial career, 
’ and his illness was a painful one, caused by 
his wounds and arduous toil in the field. 
It is asked that he may be accorded the 
posthumous honours due to an oflicer of 
his rank and that tablets to his memory may 
be placed in the Temples erected to Tso 
Tsung-t‘ang in the provinces of Shensi, 
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Kansu and Turkestan.—Dv-cree published 
sepurately, 





5th October. 
PUNISHMENT OF GOVERNOR OF FORMOSA. 

By a decree published to-day Liu Ming- 
ch‘uan, theGovernor of Formosa, is stripped 
of his button, but allowed to remain at his 
post. The punishment awarded to him by 
the Board was permanent degradation, but 
the Emperor has been pleased to commute 
the penalty, which is, it is understood, con- 
nected with some mining arrangements 
entered into by the Governor. 


CLOSING THE BREACH IN THE EMBANKMENTS 
OF THE YELLOW RIVER IN SHANTUNG, 


About the middle of July last the Gov- 
ernor of Shantung reported that a breach 
had occurred in the embankments erected 
by the people on the Yellow River at a 
place called Kaochiat‘ao in the Ch‘iho 
district of Shantung, and submitted a list 
of the officials who appeared to him to be 
deserving of punishment for their remiss- 
hess in the matter. The freshets came 
on very shortly after this memorial was 
despatched and the deluge of rain which 
poured down in torrents from the hills 
so swelled the volume of water in the 
river that tidings of imminent danger 
arrived from several other places higher up 
its course. In Feich‘éng and P‘ingyin the 
Northern embankment was greatly strain- 
ed, and the state of things in P‘uchou and 
Fanhsien was so serious as to render it of 
great importance that the end of the Chin 
embankment should be strengthened. 
While the Taotai Chang Shang-ta was 
engaged in this portion of the work, the 
breach at Kaochiat‘ao was daily being 
widened by the violent scour of tle current. 
After three days’ and three nights’ incessant 
labour the eastern end of the breach was 
eventually secured and made firm. Karth 
was brought from a distance by means of a 
tramway “and after the western end had 
been made fast, breakwaters were con- 
structed some distance above the opening. 
The work of closing the breach was then 
commenced, a foundation of piles being 
laid in the shallow parts of the water. 
Every effort was made to have the opera- 
tion completed in time to admit of an 
autumn crop being sown in the inundated 
districts, and this object has now been 
fully realised. The result has exceeded the 
Governor’s most sanguine anticipations and 
he submits for special commendation the 
names of a number of officials to whose 
services it is chiefly due. The total cost 
of the undertaking, Tls. 60,000, will be: 
defrayed in the first instance from a fund 
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deposited in the provincial treasury for the 
maintenance of River works.—Decree pub- 
lished separately. 


RETIREMENT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT OF 
THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL, 


P‘ei Yin-sén, the Director of the Foo- 
chow Arsenal, who was also head of the 
Banqueting Court in Peking, reports that 
he handed over charge of the Arsenal on 
the 24th of May last and started for 
his home on two months’ leave of absence. 
He travelled by steamer from Foochow 
and on reaching his native place at 
Ch‘ingchiang he at once procured medical 
advice. The doctors were unanimous in 
pronouncing his illness to be an indication 
of a broken down constitution for which 
medical treatment could do little good. 
Since his return he has received a commu- 
nication from the Viceroy at Foochow 
informing him that he had been granted 
two months’ extension of leave. t1is condi- 
tion, however, has not improved, and at the 
advanced age of nearly seventy, his only 
hope of recovery lies in his obtaining 
complete relaxation from his _ official 
duties. He therefore craves permission 
to vacate his official position, promising to 
seek re-employment should his health be 
re-established.— Decree already published. 


6th October. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO NI WEN-WEI, 
LATE GOVERNOR OF HONAN. 


Hsii Chén-wei, the Director-General of 
the Grain Transport, recently submitted a 
memorial in which he suggested that the 
eminent services of Ni Wén-wei, the late 
Governor of Honan, should be placed on 
permanent record by the State Historian's 
office. The Emperor in acceding to this 
application reviews briefly the carcer of the 
deceased Governor. Starting life as a 
Secretary in one of the Boards, he rose 
gradually through the ranks of the civil 
service until he was entrusted with the 
government of a province and in this capa- 
city he ruled with marked success over 
Kuangsi and Kuangtung. During his tenure 
of office in Honan he had to deal with the 
distress caused by the breach in the Yellow 
River at Chéngchou and spared himself 
no trouble in discharging the arduous duties 
thus devolving upon him. The Court 
Historian has been instructed to compile a 
memoir of his life in order that full. light 
may be thrown upon his distinguihed 
career, 

A CASE OF MYSTERIOUS MURDER. 


The Governor of Hunan reports the 
finding in a murder case which occurred 
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three years ago and the investigation of 
which has greatly exercised the minds of 
the metropolitan and provincial authorities. 
The facts, as summarised by the memorial- 
ist, are briefly as follow :— 

A woman named Ting had reared and 
brought up a nephew of her husband, a lad 
named Ting Hsiang-hstin. Arrived at man- 
hood, the young fellow was apprenticed to 
a general store in the town of P‘ingchiang 
in Hunan. For some years he had been 
keeping company with a woman of loose 
character who lived in the town. One day 
about three years ago he went to visit his 
paramour whose name was Ho Chieh-hsiu 
(Ho, ‘‘the chaste and graceful.) The 
annual examination of the provincial gra- 
duates happened to be going on at the time 
and a heavy shower of rain came on while 
he was in the house. Two men, named 
Liao and Hsti, who had come up to escort 
friends to the examination, were passing 
the door and came in to seek shelter from 
the rain. Ting and they asked each others’ 
names and entered into a friendly con- 
versation. As the rain showed no signs 
of stopping and they had neither umbrellas 
nor rain boots, they remained on and Ting 
produced tea, As he was handing round 
the cups, one of them slipped and was 
broken, but there was no quarrel of any 
kind. It being now quite late, Ting asked 
them to join ina game of cards and stay 
over night. They declined to play but 
accepted his hospitality for the night. 
Next morning they went their respective 
ways, but as Ting did not turn up at his 
business,’ a search was made for him and 
three days later his dead body, greatly 
decomposed but still recognisable by certain 
articles of dress, was found floating in a 
pond nearly seven miles distant from the 
town. The occurrence was reported to the 
authorities and an inquest showed marks 
of serious injuries on the abdomen and 
lower part of the body. His foster mother 
instituted enquiries and ascertained the 
facts connected with his passing the night 
in a house of bad fame and the incident of 
the smashing of a tea cup. She came to 
the conclusion that he had met with foul 
play at the hands of the two men, Liao and 
Hsii, and bringing a charge of murder 
against them, she sought redress in all the 
provincial courts in succession, Failing to 
obtain satisfaction, she sent her own sun 
to Peking to carry an appeal to the 
Censorate, whence the case was sent back 
to Hunan with orders for a new trial and a 
full investigation of the circumstances. 
The rehearings which have taken place in 
the interval, though conducted with the 
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utmost rigour, have failed to elicit a particle | 


of evidence to solve the mystery connected 
with Ting Hsiang-hsiin’s death. 1t was, 
however, clearly shown that the two men, 
Liao and Hsii, had merely taken shelter 
from the rain and had never been in the 
heuse before, while the deceased was a 
constant froquenter of the establishment. 
No jealousy or ill-feeling existed between 
the parties, no quarrel had arisen, and 
there was no motive for such a murder on 
the part of the accused. Besides, the deed 
could ‘not possibly have been perpetrated 
in the house without attracting attention. 
It was only separated by a wooden parti- 
tion from a room in which several people 
were living ; four students were staying in 
an outer apartment and the sound of any- 
thing that occurred in any part of the 
premises could not have failed to be com- 
municated to the rest. A servant employed 
by the woman Ho deposed that Hsii left 
the house early on the following morning ; 
Ting called for water, washed his face, and 
after sume - little conversation with her 
mistress, also went away: Liao stopped 
for lunch and did not take his leave till 
sgme time later. No quarrel had taken 
place between any of the parties and they 
all went away as it suited themselves. The 
testimony of several other witnesses was 
to the samme effect and there was not a 
scintilla of evidence to support the charge 
brought. against the accused. The foster 
mother of the deceased, not unnaturally, 
suspected some foul play, and as she was 
misled by the result of her enquiries, her 
subsequent conduct is to be condoned. 
Liao held military rank of the 4th grade 
and Hsii was a graduate in arts: both are 
to be degraded for showing such a want of 
self-respect as to take shelter in a brothel. 
The girl Ho is to have the option of remain- 
ing where she is, or of going back’ to 
her relatives who have been desired to take 
charge of her. Active measures will be 
taken for discovering the murderer of Ting 
Hsiang-hsiin and rewards have been oftered 
for any information that may tend to throw 
light upon the occurrence.—Lescript : Let 
the Board of Punishments consider and report. 


7th October. 


FURTHER APPLICATION FROM COVERNOR OF 
TURKESTAN FOR PERMISSION TO RETIRE, 


The Governor of Hunan transmits a 
further application from Liu Chin-t‘ang, 
the Governor of Turkestan, craving 
permission to retire from the public 
service. Two extensions of leave had 
already been granted to him and the 
Governor-General Yang Ch‘ang-chiin, had 





pointed out the urgent necessity of 
the Governor's returning to his post to 
arrange the vaious details connected with 
the re-organisation of the province, and to 
deal with the complicated questions .arising 
out of the settlement of Tarbagatai which 
is still pending. The whole civil and 
military establishment in Turkestan was 
looking forward most anxiously to his 
return and at the suggestion of the 
Viceroy, the Governor's younger brother, 
Liu-nai, an expectant Tactai in Honan, 
was ordered to relieve him in watching 
over his aged grandmother, The Decree in 
which these instructions were embodied 
was forwarded through the Governor of 
Hunan, and the latter, who is a Kansu 
man himself and is in a position te appre- 
ciate the benefits of Liu Chin-t‘ang’s rule, 
wrote to him strongly urging him to return 
to his post. In reply Liu Chin-t‘ang 
pleaded that he could not bear the idea of 
leaving his aged grandparent and addressed 
another ofticial application to the memorial- 
ist entreating permission to retire. This 
was returned to him and he was advised 
against pressing further a matter which had 
already been decided by Imperial Decree. 
He then came in person to the provincial 
capital and implored the memorialist to 
transmit his application to its high desti- 
nation. The memorialist reasoned with 
him and gently worked upon his high sense 
of duty, but his filial affection being a 
natural instinct, words failed to produce 
conviction. He left his original application 
in the hands of memorialist and the latter 
has no resource but to submit it for the 
favourable consideration of the Throne.— 
Decree issued separately. 


8th October. 


REDUCTION OF RENT ON MANCIIU ESTATES 
IN THE NEIGHBOURHOOD OF PEKING, ON 
ACCOUNT OF THE DISTRESS. 

In a Decree published to-day the Em- 
peror, acting upon the suggestion of the 
Viceroy Li, orders a general abatement of 
rent this year on the Manchu estates in 
the neighbourhood of Peking so as to alle- 
viate the distress caused by the recent 
floods. The Princes, Dukes, and other 
members of the landed nobility residing in 
Peking are to notify such remissions of 
rent as they deem proper under the circum- 
stances to the local authorities, and the 
latter are to issue proclamations for the 
information of the people. All attempts 
to extort the full rent by bailifls and land- 
stewards are forbidden. ‘The lands owned 
by the Innperial Household Department, 
the Gendarmerie Office, and the Banner 
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Organisations are to be subjcet to redue- 
tious of rent established by precedent. 
RESTORATION TO FORMER RANK OF A 
HIGH OFFICIAL. 

Ch‘éng-fu, the late Director-General of 
the Yellow River, who was degraded for 
his conduct in connection with the breach 
at Chéngchou, has subscribed ‘Tis. 5,000 
towards the relicf of the distress prevailing 
in Chihli, and Li Hung-chang presents a 
strong recommendation in favour of his 
former rank. Ch‘éng-fu, the Viceroy states, 
had established for himself an excellent 
reputation for administrative ability in all 
his previous career, and after the mishap 
to the Yellow River, his efforts to mitigate 
the blow which had fallen upon the people 
are still remembered in Honan. His offence, 
after all, was not one that cannot be con- 
doned, and as he has since been granted 
the rank of provincial Judge, he has a 
better claim to full restoration than Fang 
Chiin-yi, the late Judge of Szechuan, who 
likewise subscribed Ts. 5,000 for a similar 
purpose. Six years ago he was granted a 
button of the first grade for his services 
in organising the Commissariat Service in 
the North West, and although he has dis- 
claimed all idea of seeking any reward for 
his present donation, the Viceroy trusts 
that he may be restored to his former rank 
in recognition of his generosity on the pre- 
sent occasion.—Ltescript : Let Ch'éug-fu be 
reinstated in his position as an officer of the 
first grade. 

9th October. 


APPOINTMENT. 


Hsii Ching-ch‘éng, who was recently 
appointed Minister to Russia, Germany, 
Austria and Holland, isgazetted Sub-Reader 
of the Hanlin Acadeiny. 


DISPUTE ABOUT TITRE INHERITANCE O1 
PROPERTY. 

A Secretary in one of the Boards at 
Moukden, named Wén Ching, who had 
passed by adoption out of lus own family 
when a child, had a brother called T‘o-Lun- 
pu who was a married to a woman nanied 
Hsii who bore him no clildren. He adopted 
wn uncle's child and had him formally 
registered as his own son. On thie death 
of ‘T'to-Lun-pu his wife and his step-mother 
procecded to administer the estate for 
the benefit of the adopted son, but 
Wén-ching, who was in needy circum- 
stances, Managed to get possession of sume 
of the property which he realised for 4,720 
cash. An action was brought against him 
for having illegally administered his bro- 
ther’s estate, but trusting to his ollivial 


we i ee ee 


position, he behaved in a contumacious 
manner in Court, and in the end he was 
cashiered and placed upon lis trial as an 
ordinary offender. He was sentenced to 
receive 100 blows, under a statute which 
makes the unlawful appropriation of family 
property punishable at the rate of 20 blows 
fur cach tael so appropriated. He ts te be 
granted the benctit of the recent amnesty 
but is debarred from ever again entering 
the public service. 


10th October. 


APPLICATION FROM A GENERAL FOR 
PERMISSION TO ALTER HIS NAME, 


The Viceroy at Canton forwards an 
application from General Hsieh Hung- 
chang, who is now serving in Hainan, to 
alter his name to Hsieh Té-lung. In a 
letter which he recently received from his 
home in Hunan, the General has been 
informed that the family revister contains 
the name of a remote ancestor which is 
identical with his own, and in conformity 
with the rule which forbids that the sur- 
name of any member of a former genera- 
tion should be employed by his descendants 
he now asks sanction for the proposed 
change of designation.—Grunted by Res- 
cript. 

11th October. 


ALLOWANCE TO A CHARITABLE INSTITUTION 
IN PEKING. 

In response to an application from the 
Governor of the Metropolitan Prefecture 
the Imperor has been pleased to make the 
usual annual grant of 300 piculs of millet 
for the orphanage known as the Kuang 
Jen Tang. This charitable establishment, 
which has been in existence for many 
years, brings up and provides for a number 
vf destitute orphans, aud has in connection 
with it an institution for assisting young 
widows who virtuously refusc to marry 
again. 

APLOINTMENT. 

Sung Show is gazetted Grain Intendant 
in Shenst. 

DEATH OF YANG YO-PIN. 

In a decree His Majesty notices with 
reervet the death of Yang Yo-pin, formerly 
Governor-General of the Shenkan | pro- 
vinces, who gained a great reputation while 
serving under Tseng Kuo-fan in his cam- 
paigns against the rebels during the carly 
part of the reign of Hsien Feng ; and sub- 
sequently, at the capture of Nanking. He 
is granted posthumous brevet rank as 
senior guardian of the Lleir Apparent, and 
accorded all the obituary honours usual 
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in the case of a Governor-General. All 
his official delinquencies are pardoned, 
and he is to receive a posthumous appel- 
lation, and special temples are to be erected 
to his memory in the provinces which were 
the scene of his exploits, an account of 
which is to be drawn up by the State 
Iiistorian. His son is granted the degree 
of chit jen, with permission to compete at 
’ the Metropolitan examinations, and one of 
his grandsons, an assistant District Magis- 
trate, is promoted to the rank of Magistrate. 
Another grandson is to be presented at 
Court as soon as he attains to years of 
discretion. 


REMITTANCES FROM CANTON TO PEKING. 


The Canton province has to provide this 
year out of its salt-revenues the following 
subsidies for the Central Government, viz : 
—Tls. 200,000 towards the General Fund 
for Peking expenditure and Tls. 50,000 to- 
wards the expenses of the Imperial House- 
hold. Half the former amount and Ts. 
30,000 on account of the latter have already 
been forwarded to Peking, and the Vice- 
roy at Canton now reports the trans- 
mission of a third instalment, made up 
as follows :—Tls. 50,000 on account of the 
Peking subsidy, with Tls. 1,500 additional 
to cover difference of scales, etc., and Ts. 
10,000 for the Imperial Honsehold, with 
Tls. 330 for porterage and other expenses. 
The above sums are being remitted as usual 
by drafts on Peking. 


12th October. 


APPLICATION FOR RETENTION OF AN 
OFFICER'S SERVICES, 


The President of the Grand Council states 
that one of the Council Secretaries Ch‘en 
Pang-jui had recently the honour to be 
placed on the list for appointment to. a 
vacant censorship. The official in question 
is however a member of the staff engaged 
in compiling a history of the Mahonmedan 
rebellion, and it is therefore requested that, 
in the event of such a vacancy occurring, 
the Civil oftice may be instructed to post- 
pose appointing him to it for the present. 
As soon as the compilation is completed 
memorialist will duly notify the Board to 
that effect.— Approved. 


REWARD FOR DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARSHIP 
AND INTEGRITY OF CONDUCT. 


The Viceroy and Literary Chancellor of 
Szechuan solicit the bestowal of some mark 
of distinction on a gentleman of letters 
named ‘l'seng Chao-shih, remarkable for 
his devotion to learning and perfect integ- 
rity of conduct. 


He is 61 years of age, and a native of 
the Peng district in the prefecture of 
Ch‘eng-tu. He is unanimously represented 
as being aman of profound scholarship, who 
has done guod service in the cause of learn- 
ing and bears a distinguished reputation 
for filial devotion. He has always shown 
himself mindful of the claims of charity, 
finding an unwearying source of delight in 
the performance of good works, and on 
these grounds is deemed worthy of being 
held up as an edifying model for the grati- 
fication of his fellow-citizens. 

Memorialists have satisfied themselves 
that the above representation is fully 
borne out by the facts ; they accordingly 
solicit the bestowal on Tseng Chao-shih of 
a brevet title in token of His Majesty's 
commendation, and in compliance with the 
popular sentiment on the subject.—By 
vescript the upplication is acceded to, the 
Board being directed to consider as to the 
distinction to be conferred on the individual 
in question, 


DONATION FOR EDUCATIONAL PURPOSES 
IN SZECHUAN. 


In a postcript memorial the Viceroy of 
Szechuan commends to the notice of the 
throne the munificence of a widow lady 
named Chang, who has presented the local 
educational institute with a sum of 400 
strings of cash, and several pieces of land 
the proceeds of which are to be applied in 
aid of the expenses of students competing 
at the district examinations. The value of 
the land amounts in all to 1,670 strings of 
cash which with the money contribution 
gives a total equivalent to more than Ts. 
1,000. The donor is therefore entitled to 
have application made on her behalf for 
leave to erect a memorial archway inscribed 
with the usual honorific inscription, and 
His Majesty accordingly sanctions the re- 
quest. 

13th October. 


RECONSTRUCTION OF BATTERIES AT HUN- 
CH'UN. 

The guns in the forts at Hunch‘un hav- 
‘ing been found to be so closely mounted as 
to prevent their being properly worked, it 
was resolved to undertake the reconstruc- 
tion of the batteries, the funds required 
for the purpose being provided by the 
Military Governor of Heilung Chiang out of 
his own pocket. On the completion of the 
works the Deputy Lieutenant-Governor of 
Hunch‘un was ordered to have them 1n- 
spected before they were finally taken over 
from the contractors. The officers charged 
with this duty have now expressed them- 
selves satistied both in respect of the solidity 
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of the work, and of the materials employed 
im its construction, and have given their 
written guarantee to this effect. 

The Military Governor of Kirin adds 
that he intends to allow Tls. 300 per annum 
for the maintenance of the works in a pro- 
per state of repair. 


GOLD MINING IN MANCHURIA.,. 


Referring to his memorial of 6th August 
last on the subject of the gold mines at 
Sansing, which were to be worked experi- 
mentally for a shert time, the Military 
Governor of Kirin reports that the term 
fixed having now expired, all the miners 
have been discharged, and the mine closed 
in order to prevent its being illicitly worked. 

During the period of over two wonths for 
which the experimental working of the 
mine has been ¢carried on, the Government 
royalty has amounted to 644 8.2.5 taels 
weight of gold. Fifty ounces were sent to 
the Board of Admiralty and ten to the 
Superintendent of Trade for the Northern 
Ports for assay. Sundry expenses absorb- 
ed Tls. 1,767 2.6.6 equivalent to 129.8.2 4 
ounces of gold, leaving a _ balince of 
455.0.0.1. taels gold available fur workiny 
the mine on some future occasion. 


14th October. 
INEFFICIENCY OF THE POLICE IN PEKING. 


The Censor Hu Chiin-chang presents a 
memorial calling attention tu the ineftic:ency 
of the police in the capital, and urging the 
necessity for reform in this connecti: n. 
The lawless members of the community, 
says the Censor, are prone to indulye in 
evil ways, even in years of plenty, and in 
times of dearth are still more ready to take 
.advantage of the opportunity thus afforded 
them for the prosecution of their criminal 
courses. Of late years burglaries have been 
by no means infrequent in Peking during 
the winter months, and now that the 
whole country is suffering from severe 
floods and the cold weather is at hand 
there is more than the usual amount of 
cause for apprehension. Memorialist men- 


tions several cases of burglary that have’ 


recently come to his notice. Though they 
occurred early during the night and the 
alarm was duly given to the police, there 
was such a shuftling of responsibility from 
one to another on the part of the police 


authorities, that the thieves had plenty of 


time to get comfortably away with all their 
plunder. Of late a number of private 
families and shopkeepers have instituted a 
practice of firing off guns during the night 
for the purpose of keeping thieves away, 
so that there is a most unsecinly fusillade 


going on all night. Others again have 
arranged a system of mutual watch and 
ward, with excellent results. Where no 
such precautions have been taken, and in 
out of the way parts of the city, burglaries” 
are of constant occurrence. Clocksand other 
articles are stolen and carried through the 
streets without the thieves being in any 
way interfered with, showing the utter 
negligence of the police. In the case of a 
fire occurring in any part of the city the 
alarm is immediately communicated from 
one section to the other, aud the fire en- 
gines promptly hasten to the scene of 
action. Memorialist would recommend the 
adoption of a similar system for the preven- 
tion of burglaries. Even supposing the 
thieves tv have got off with their booty 
the above plan should ensure their speedy 
capture almost as a matter of certainty. 
Memorialist further suggests that the 
metropolitan police authorities should be 
instructed to frame appropriate regulations 
wud institute a thorough-guing system of 
inspection, so that crimes of this nature 
may he put a stop to and a state of securiy 
restored throughout the  city,—eseript 
abeudy published, 


DESTRUCTION OF LOCUSTS IN HONAN. 


The Governor of Honan has recently 
received reports from several riverine dis- 
tricts in his province to the effect that 
when the floods caused by the heavy rains 
in July last had subsided it was found that 
the fish and shtimp-spawn deposited on 
the wud-flats had been. transformed, by the 
combined action of the heat and moisture, 
into larvae of the locust. The village 
headmen had been immediately ordered to 
set actively to work exterminating this 
insect playue, oflices being established for 
the purchase of the grubs, with the result 
that the crops had escaped injury so far. 
Memorialist has now instructed the Prefect 
of Chang-te ku to take the necessary meas- 


_ures for the extermination of this unmiti- 


gated pest: every spot where the soil 
appears loose and somewhat raised above 
the surrounding surface being dug up and 
thorvughly searched, a reward being paid 
for all the grubs so destroyed. 


DURBAR OF TRIBES IN KOKONOR. 


Some time ago an ofticer named Usi-la- 
peng-a was sent by the Imperial Agent at 
Hsi-ning to hold the customary durbar of 
the tribes in the neighbuurhood of Yii-shuin 
Kokonor, and to hear any cases of litigation 
that had occurred amongthem. This officer 
subsequently reported that after all the 


| pending cases had been disposed of the 
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headimen of the tribe in question presented 
a petition complaining of the constant 
pillaging and forcible exactions suffered 
by them for several years past at the 
hands of the natives of Szechuan and 
Tibet, and urgently praying him to 
defer his departure until their grievances 
had been fully investigated. Memorialist 
accordingly wrote to the Tartar General 
and Viceroy of Szechuan, and the Imperial 
Residents in Tibet asking them to send 
officers of high rank and thorvughly con- 
versant with border questions for the pur- 
pose of holding an enquiry into the matters 
complained of by the Kokonor tribe, in 
conjunction with a special officer of similar 
standing to be deputed by himself. The 
foregoing was only reported to the throne 
on 9th April last and His Majesty was 
pleased to signify his approval of the course 
of procedure proposed by memorialist. 
The high authorities referred to replied, 
however, that they could take no ac- 
tion in the matter until the serious 
trouble with the Chantal tribe had been 
settled. The Yii-shu tribes were accord- 
ingly instructed to this effect, and directed 
to return quietly to their respective 
pastures in the meantime, being further 
cautioned to keep together for ,mutual 
protection. Before leaving they were en- 


tertained at a banquet, and presented with, 


pieces of satin, penknives, pouches and 
other articles, in return for their customary 
tribute commutation amounting to Tls. 
1,315.4, after which Hsi-la-pevg-a and 
his staff returned to Hsi-ning. In view 
of the severe hardships undergone by 
them during their two years’ absence on 
this mission, memorialist begs to recom- 
mend for rewards the names of Hsi-la- 
peng-a and Chiang Chau-k‘uei. The for- 
mer’s term of service has now expired, and 
memorialist has therefore instructed hin 
to return to Peking and report himself for 
duty there.—Approved by rescript. 
15th October. 
CHARGES AGAINST A CENSOR. 


Hsing-lien, one of the Superintendents 
of the Peking granaries has laid before 
His Majesty a letter addressed to him, as 
he states, by the Censor En-lin, and deli- 
vered to him by an individual named 
Hsing. This letter, among other allega- 
tions, charges one of the superintendent’s 
sons with having been tampered with by cer- 
tain grain-brokers with a view to getting the 
tribute-rice watered, in order to increase 
its bulk, and winds up with a proposal to 
borrow money of the superintendent. The 
perusal of this Memorial has caused His 
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Majesty the greatest astonishment, En-lin 
is desired to give the name of the son 
referred to, and to state explicitly by wom 
the alleged bribes have been paid. In the 
meantime the man Hsing is to be handed 
over to the Board of Punishments for ri- 
vorous interrogation. 
APPOINTMENT. 


Hsiieh Fu-cheng is appointed a Director 
of the Imperial Banqueting Court. 


EXTENT OF FLOODS IN SHANTUNG. 


The Governor of Shantung presents a 
Memorial showing the extent of the floods 
in his province caused by the overflow of 
the Yellow River and Canal. 

On the Southern bank of the Yellow 
River from P‘uchow to Ch‘angch‘ing a 
distance of 300 1i, there never have been 
any people’s embankments, and for another 
300 tt further down, between Ch ‘itung 
and Liching the dykes maintained by the 
people have long since fallen into disrepair 
owing to the narrow dimensions of the 
stream there. All the villages near the 
sea are consequently flooded whenever the 
river rises, remaining in that condition 
until the freshet season is over, whilst low- 
lying places are under water the whole year 
round. These then are the districts on 
the southern side of the river, which most 
urgently call for relief. On the northern 
bank all the country lying near the 
river in the fvur districts of P‘tuchow, 
Fanhsien, Yangku, and Showchang has 
been regularly inundated for several years 
in succession. ‘This year the districts of 
Ch‘iho, Yiich‘eng, Linyi, Shangho, Hui- 
min, Chiyang, and Yanghsin have also 
suffered in the same way, those of Ch‘iho, 
Huimin, and Chiyang in particular being 
extensively covered with a deposit of sand. 
The 3 districts of Tep‘ing, Loling and 
Haifeng were overflowed by the waters 
escaping simultancously from the Yellow 
River and from the Grand Canal, whilst 
the following districts viz :— Linch ‘ing, 
Wuch ‘eng, Ch‘ingping, Enhsien and Techow 
were submerged by the floods issuing from 
the Grand Canal, the extent of the cala- 
mity varing of course in different places. 
From Liaoch‘eng westwards the land lies 
extremely low and has suffered most disas- 
trous:y from the prolonged and heavy 
rainfall, while Sstishui, Ch‘iifu, Tst- 
yang, and Chining have all suffered 
more or less from the combined effects of 
swollen mountaim torrents and bursting 
rivers and lakes. In the districts of Kao- 
yitan, Pohsing, Léan, and Changcli‘in, 
lying along the lower course of the Hsiao- 
ch‘ing river, numbers of low-lying villages 
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are under water. The department of Tung- 
p‘ing is especially badly flooded, forming 
as it does a natural basin, adjoining the 
Yellow River and Grand Canal, into which 
the surplus waters from these sources 
have drained. In the above-named 37 
departments and districts the number of 
Villages that stand in need of charitable 
relief varies from 40 to 300, and though the 
degree of distress differs in different places, 
all require relief to a greater or lesser 
extent. The balance remaining in the 
hands of the Relief Committee at the close 
of their operations last spring amounted to 
Tls. 150,000, the whole of which has been 
distributed since the middle of July among 
the most severely flooded districts. It is 
now estimated that Tls. 450,000 will be 
required to provide for everyone, but the 
provincial Treasury is entirely destitute of 
funds, and owing to the many calls for 
charity made of late years on the southern 
provinces, there is a daily increasing 
difficulty is collecting subscriptions in that 
quarter. Under these circumstances me- 
morialist is constained to apply for permis- 
sion to retain 50,000 piculs of this year's 
tribute rice due from the province of Shan- 
tung, and to appropriate for present pur- 
poses of relief a sum of Tls. 100,000 now 
lying in the Treasury. He will endeavour 
to make up the balance, of say Tls. 200,000, 


from some other source.—Reseript already: 


published. 
LEAVE OF ABSENCE TO VICKROY AT FOOCHOW. 


The Viceroy at Foochow applies for 20 
days’ leave of absence on the ground of ill- 
health. He is suffering from the effects 
of a severe cold, and the combined functions 
of Viceroy and Governor, entailing as they 
do the necessity of dealing with several 
hundred despatches every, day, are too 
much for him in his present feeble condi- 
tion. He proposes to hand over charge 
during his short absence to tho Provincial 
Treasurer; all business of a particularly 
Important character being however trans- 
acted by himself.—sanctioned by Reseripe. 
MINING OPERATIONS IN YUNNAN STOPPED BY 

HEAVY RAINS. 

The Director General of the Yiinnan 
mines reports that operations have bven 
brought to a complete standstill in conse- 
quence of the exceptionally prelonged 
rainfall lasting from the Ist July to the 
15th August. Bridges and roads had been 
swept away by.the swollen mountain tor- 
rents, so that fuel for the smelting furnaces 
was not obtainable. The furnaces were so 
damp that the ore caked and could not be 
smelted, Many of the shafts had caved in 
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causing a number of accidents, in addition 
to which all the miners had been attacked 
by an epidemic. Large quantities of cop- 
per are stored in the depéts at the mines 
but cannot be forwarded on account of the 
floods. It is feared that in consequence 
the 2nd instalment of the 9th consignment 
of copper for Peking will not be despatched 
from Luchow before the 9th month, but in 
any case it will be sent off as soon as 
possible. 
16th October. 
CHANGE OF NAME. 


The Viceroy of Nanking has been re- 
quested by an officer named I Chih-chung 
to forward an application on his behalf for 
permission to change the second character 
of his name, which m its present form is 
exactly the same as that of one of his 
remote ancestors. The application is sup- 
ported by the usual certificates, and in 
reply His Majesty directs the Board of 
War to take cognisance. 


COMMAND OF STEAM-NAVY ON YANGTZE. 


Since 1884 the southern division of the 
steam navy has been under the command 
of Li Chéng-mou, the Admiral of the Yang- 
tze. The vessels composing this fleet have 
been required to make periodical cruises at 
sei for practice, but as Li Chéng-mou is 
also charged with the control of the naval 
forces on the Yangtze, he is unable to 
absent himself for any considerable dis- 
tance from his post. Since last year he has 
repeatedly applied to the Viceroy at Nan- 
king to be relieved of his duties in connec- 
tion with the steam fleet, so that he might 
be able to give his undivided attention to 
the Yangtze naval forces. The Viceroy 
wis however unable to accede to his request 
having no one to appoint in his place, but 
as Li Chéng-mou was most urgent in his 
importunity the Viceroy promised to re- 
lieve him of his command as soon as he 
could find a successor. Chen-ti, formerly 
Provincial Judge of Shansi, who was re- 
cently ordered to Kiangnan, is an old 
military man of exceeding ability and 
memorialist has therefore placed him in 
charge for the present, 


GOVERNOR OF FORMOSA PUNISHED FOR 
ACTING WITHOUT AUTHORITY. 

The Board of Revenue and Tsungli Ya- 
mén in a joint memorial recently called the 
attention of His Majesty to the extremely 
faulty regulations drawn up by the Gover- 
nor for the working of coal mines in that 
island under private management and re- 
quested that orders should be given for 
the cessation of further operations. The 


Governor of Formosa was accordingly com- 
manded hy special decree to reconsider his 
arrangements. He thereupon framed a new 
scheme, and, without first submitting it to 
the Throne for sanction,, recommenced 
operations on his own responsibility. This 
His Majesty characterised as being suime- 
thing more than an ordinary inadvertence, 
and ordered the Governor to be committed 
to the Board for the determination of 
a fitting penalty. The president of the 
Board of Civil Othice and his colleagues now 
aunounce their decision in the above mat- 
ter. The law, they state; provides that 
disobedience to an Imperial Edict is punish- 


able with 100 blows, and in the case of an - 


officer of Government when the offeice is of 
a private and personal nature, by degrada- 
tion and dismissal from the service. This 
therefore is the sentence memorialists pro- 
pose should be passed on the Governor of 
Formosa for the above stated offence.— 
Rescript already published, 


17th October. 


A CENSOR CASHIERED FOR ATTEMPTED 
EXTORTION. 


With reference to the charges brought 
against the Censor En-lin (vide Guzette-of 
15th inst.) the latter has submitted the 
following explanation of his action in the 
matter. He states that having heard 
rumours in connection with Hsing-lien’s 
son Ling-chun, but having nv positive 
proof to go on, he had been uuwilling to 
proceed to the extremity of a forinal de- 
nunciation. He had therefore merely writ- 
ten to Hsing-hen to recommend lin to 
look into the affair himself. With regard 
to the proposed loan, he and Hsing-lien 
were on such terms that a proposal of this 
sort might well be made by either of them, 
mid he certainly had no ulterior motive in 
making it. 

Upon this His Majesty observes that it 
was Itn-lin’s duty, as a censor, to denounce 
to the Throne all malpractices comiug 
under his observation, not to write private 
letters about them. His proposal to bor- 
row ‘T'ls. 3,000 is characterised as being 
clearly a barefaced attempt tou extort black- 
mail, whilst his present explanation is 
totally inconsistent with his former letter, 
his object being of c-urse to screen himself. 
Such sordid and shameless cupidity render 
him a disgrace to his order, and he is there- 
fore to be immediately dismissed from his 
post and never allowed to re-enter the public 
service. The bearer of the letter, who is 
found by the Board of Punishments to 
have been in ignorance of its contents, is to 
be set at liberty. 


a 
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PREVENTIVE OFFICERS BURNT TO DEATH BY 
VILLAGERS IN KIANGSU—RESULTS OF TRIAL. 


The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
result of the trial of a number of villagers 
belonging to the Feng district near Shang- 
hai who, as earlier reported in the pages 
of the G-zelte, in Mareh 1889 attacked 
and burnt to death a party of soldiers, 141n 
all, belonging to the salt administration ser- 
vice. The facts of the case wereas follows :— 
Hunguiiao and other places along the coast 
in the above-named district, being much 
frequented by smugglers, the villagers had 
arranged a system of mutual protection, 
under which on an alarm of thieves being 
raised, gongs were to be beaten, and every- 
one living in the neighbourhood was to 
turn out, and come to the rescue. ‘This 
being a salt-producing locality many of the 
villagers combine with their other occupa- 
tions that of drying salt, and there is con- 
sequently a considerable amount of petty 
smuggling going on throughout the district, 
a circumstance which the soldiers of the 
salt administration had frequently taken 
advantage of to levy blackmail on the 
inhabitants. Karly on the morning of the 
12th March, 1889, a party of 14 preventive 
ofticers belonging to the Salt Department 
were passing by Hungmiao when they spied 
a leap of salt lying at the door of one of 
the houses. Assuming it to be contraband, 
they landed and knocked at the door, but 
the owner was out, and his wife replied 
that there was no one at home. ‘The 
soldiers thereupon announced their inten- 
tion of carrving off the salt, but offered to 
allow her to redeem it. Suspecting them 
to be thieves the woman went to the back- 
door and gave the pre-arranged signal ly 
suunding a gong. Whilst tle soldiers 
were removing the salt to their boats, 
the villagers began to come up, and a 
fierce fight ensued. The svldiers were 
speedily outnumbered, and wero svon all 
stretched senseless on the ground, but in 
the confusion of the melée if was impos- 
sible to say by whom the blows had been 
s‘ruck. Whilst this was the positien of 
affairs, a man named Keng-k‘un who had 
been previously arrested by the soldiers on 
a trumped-up charge of smuggling, and 
left tied up in one of the boats, began ta 
shout out for assistance. One of the villagers 
went on board to release him, and see- 
ing the uniforms and flags lying in the 
hottom of the boat, discovered for the first 
time that the supposed pirates were really 
preventive officers. Going back to the 
villagers he said that the row had al- 
ready assumed serious proportions, and 
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if the affair caine to the knowledge of the 
military officials, they would have a hard 
time of it. He accordingly suggested that 
the best thing they could do under the 
circumstauces would be to burn the boats 
and the soldiers in them, and so remove 
all traces of the occurrence. By so doing 
they could at the same time avenge them- 
selves on the soldiers for the many acts of 
extortion they had suffered at their hans. 
All present agreed to this, and leaving 
twenty of their number to keep watch, 
' @ party of over thirty villagers carried the 
seuseless soldiers to the boats, which they 
dragged to the mouth of the river, and 
there set them on tire. Having burnt the 
boats and everything in them, they threw 
the remains into the sea in order to destroy 
all vestiges of their crime. 

The facts having come to the knowledge 
of the authorities, several arrests were 
made, aud after the usual hearings in the 
lower courts the case came before memo- 
rialist for tinal revision. The following: are 
he finds the provisions of the law applica- 
ble to the present case. (1) For the 
murder of three persons, not members of 
one family, the punishment is immediate 
decapitation. (2) Where several persons 
contrive an affray in the course of which 
an individual is killed, the person who 
inflicted the severest blow or wound shall 
be strangled after the usual pcriod of 
confinement. Those not actually taking 
part in it shall be punished with 100 blows 
and perpetual banishment to a distance of 
3,000 Li. 

Under the first of these provisions, one 
of the criminals, whose case is aggravated 
hy the fact that he had never had black- 
mail levied on him by the soldiers, is 
sentenced to decapitation and in addition 
to have his head exposed at the scene of 
his crime. As he has already committed 
suicide by drowning himself in the river, 
this sentence will be carried out by caus- 
ing his corpse to be dismembered, and the 
head stuck up on a pole. 

Four others are sentenced under the 
second of the above provisions to be stran- 
vled, and that immediately instead of after 
the usual term of respite, on account of the 
lawless ferocity of their crime. Two of 
their number have however already died in 
prison. Four others are liable as accessories 
to 100 blows and perpetual banishment toa 
distance of 3,000 li, which punishment is 
for the same reason increased to the utmost 
extent allowed by the law, by imposing on 
them a sentence of 100 blows and perpetual 
banishment to the extreme frontiers toa 
distance of fully 4,000 li. The tipao who 
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though fully aware of the smuygling carried 
on by the villagers and of the acts of extor- 
tion practised by the preventive officers, 
yet failed to make any report thereof to the 
authorities, 1s liwble under the law relating 
to impropriety of conduct, to 80 blows, 
which punishment he escapes however in 
virtue of the recent act of amnesty.—Re- 
script: Let the Board of Punishments report 
hereon vmmediately. 


18th October. 


OFFICERS FOR SERVICE IN TIBET. 


A Major named Ho Ch‘ang-jung and a 
Lieutenant-Colonel called Yu Li-ch‘éng 
have been transferred from Szechuan for 
service in Tibet on the application of the 
Resident, Shéng-t‘ai. ‘Tfan-pa-ming-tsu-érh 
has been appointed Taipéng of Ulterior 
Tibet in succession to an official of the same 
rank who has been obliged by ill health to 
retire from the service. 


APPLICATION FOR THE BESTOWAL OF 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS UPON NI WEN-WEI, 
LATE GOVERNOR OF HONAN. 


The Director-General of the Yellow River 
submits an application in which he solicits 
the bestowal of posthumous honours upen 
Ni Wén-wei, the late Governor of Honan, 
whose distinguished services are considered 
deserving of a permanent record in the 
annals of his country. The deceased Go- 
veruor is described as a man of great recti- 
tude and loyalty, whose career from first to 
last was one of an unblemished character. 
As long as he ruled over a place he made 
no attempt to gain a reputation fer him- 
self and when he left it he invari- 
ably carried with him the regrets of the 
whole community. He spared himself 
no trouble in grappling with difficult ques- 
tions of adininistration, but was wout from 
av feeling of modesty to refrain from claim- 
ing the success he had attained. He started 
his oficial carcer as a subordinate member 
of the Hanlin and served for some time as a 
secretary of a Board in Peking. He was 
subsequently transferred to Honan, where 
he assisted the Governor, Yen Shu-sén, in 
suppressing the Nienfei rebellion and served 
with great distinction under the same high 
official in a similar capacity in Hupeh. The 
Grand Secretary Tséng Kuo-fan frequently 
alluded to him as a very promising officer 
and wished to make him his private secre- 
tary, but he was obliged to decline the 
offer on account of the great age of his 
grandmother. At this period of his life 
be taught school for some time at Nanking, 
and many of his pupils attained conspicuous 
success in after life. After the death 
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of his grandmother he joined = Li 
Hung-chang in his campaign against the 
rebels and was promoted for his services 
to be prefect of Chéngchou in Hupeh. 
During the eight years of his administra- 
tion there, he reformed many abuses and 
thoroughly repaired the great embankment 
which serves as a protection against floods 
to some ten departments and districts 
along the course of the Yangtze. He com- 
piled a treative on this embankinent which 
has since served as an adinirable guide to 
all his successors. Hight years ayo he was 
promoted to be Governor of Kuanysi and in 
the following year he was transferred to 
Canton. While at thelatter place he euforced 
the prohibition against the legal enclosure 
of foreshore land, and organised the system 
of dealing with this question which prevails 
till the present day. He was scarcely a 
month in Honan when the great breach 
occurred in the Yellow River at Chéng- 
chou. He had previously been Taotai of 
the adjoining circuit and had advocated a 
system of breakwaters the wisdom of 
which was amply justitied by this deplor- 
able calamity. ‘The most conflicting opin- 
ions were expressed at the time on the 
subject. The majority thought that. the 
breach was too wide to be closed ; some be- 
lieved that the river had found its natural 
course southwards ; others were for adher- 
ing to old precedents and distributing the 
work over a number of years; while not a 
few who had the general interests at heart 
wished to have the bed of the river cleared 
out before measures were taken to stop the 
breach. The Governor adhered firmly to 
his own opinion and commenced prepara- 
tions for the stoppage of the breach. 
His hair grew white before his task was 








completed and when memorialist arrived | 


in Honan early in the present year the 
broken-down condition of his old companion 
quite alarmed him. After Ni Wén-wei 
gave over charge of the Yellow River he 
went to conduct a military inspection and 
falling very ill had to be brought back in a 
chair never to rise again. His death has 


already received the sympathetic notice of | 


the Throne and memortalist would only 





venture to suggest that the materials for , 


the compilation of his biography, should be 
furnished to the Court Historians’ oftice. 


19th October. 
STOPPAGE OF DISTILLERIES IN CHIHLI. 


A couple of months ago an order was 
issued from the Throne for temporarily 
suspending the working of distilleries in 
Chihli on account of the distress now pre- 
vailing in the province. An application has 
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been addressed to the Viceroy Li by the 
‘Taotai of K ‘oupei and the prefect of Hsiian- 
hua in which they ask that the districts com- 
prised in the Intendency and the Prefecture 
may be exempted from the operation of 
the act. In support of their request they 
state that there is a prospect of an abun- 
dant harvest throughout this region during 
the present year and that the great staples 
of food consumption are small millet and a 
particular kind of wheat; the kaoliang 1s 
sharp and bitter to the taste and being 
unfit for human diet is used exclusively im 
the manufacture of spirits. There are 
several hundreds of distilleries throughout 
the district and their stoppage for one 
year would not only throw a great many 
poor people out uf employment, but would 
open the door to illicit distilling and give 
the yamén underlings an opportunity of 
extorting illegal fees. Even were an at- 
tempt made to enforce the prohibition it 
could only be done so in name as the vast- 
ness of the district renders due supervision 


impossible. Instead, therefore, of stopping 


the distilleries altogether, it is proposed 
that they should be called upon to make 
contributions, in proportion to the ex- 
tent of their capital, towards the relief 
of the distress prevailing in other parts 
of the province. This measure which, tt 
is calculated, would produce Tls. 20,000 
is strongly supported by fhe Viceroy Li, 
who quotes the opinion of Sun Chia-kan, 
a Viceroy of the province in the time of 
Kienlung, against the stoppage of distil- 
leries as a remedial measure in times of 
distress. Sun, who was one of the most 
distinguished statesmen of his age, ex- 
pressly stated that such a measure was the 
mere blundering of unpractical bookworms. 
This language is still on record, and 
can be referred to. In view therefore, of 
the fact that the millet used in the manu- 
facture of spirits is unfit for human con- 
sumption, and the exceptional condition of 
the region is question, the Viceroy hopes 
that the distilleries instead of being stopped 
may be caJled upon to make contributions 
towards the relief of the distress, and may 


| also be held lable for the payment of their 


ordinary taxes to the Revenue. — Approved 
by rescript. 
20th October. 
POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A PREFECT. 


The Governor of Anhui submits an appli- 
cation which has been addressed to him by 
the gentry and elders-of Kuangtéchou in 
which they pray for the bestowal of post- 
humous honours upon Li Méng-chiian who 
made a great reputation for himself as 
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Magistrate of the district nearly twenty 
years ago. This officer who was a native 
of Honan entered the army asa volunteer 
in the year 1854, and after serving in 
various civil and nulitary capacities, was 
appointed Magistrate of Pochou in 1865. 
Five years later he was transferred to 
Kuangtéchou and it was here that he 
performed the services on which the present 
claim is based. The district was just re- 
covering at the time from the effects of the 
rebellion and the great question of the 
moment was the apportionment and recla- 
mation of the land laid waste by the rebels. 
The task occupied all his energies for five 
years and the increase in the land revenue 
proved the success with which he carried it 
out. The agricultural and educational inte- 
rests of the department owe their present 
prosperity to his initiative and his praise is 
constantly on the lips of the inhabitants. In 
1863 an order was issued at the instance of 
the Grand Secretary, Ch‘i Chin-tsao, calling 
upon the High Provincial authorities to 
recommend for posthumous honours officials 
whose administration had conferre:l marked 
benefits upon the districts over which they 
had ruled, and relying upon this and a 
number of precedents which he quotes, the 
Governor asks that he may be authorised 
to furnish the State Historian’s Office with 
an account of the deceased’s career to serve 
as material for the compilation of » memoir 
of his life.—Referre ¢ to the consideration of 
the Board of kites. 


21st October. 


SERIOUS DEFICIT IN THE STOCK OF GRAIN 
IN THE PEKING GRANARIES. 


The following Decree was issued to- 
day: The Censor, Tuan-liang, having re- 
ported to Us that there was a large deficit 
in the grain stored in one of the granuries, 
We ordered the high officials of the Board 
of Revenue to make a careful investigation 
of the matter and are now in receipt of 
their memorial in which they report the 
result of their mspection, and ask that 
instructions should be issued for the arrest 
and punishment of a number of theemployés 
on the establishment. A memorial reached 
us at the same time from Hsing-lien, the 
Vice-President in charge of the granaries, 
denouncing the Superintendents and asking 
that he himself should be handed over to 
the Board for the determination of a 
penalty. The Peking graniries constitute 
the main grain supply of the Empire and 
the least deficit in their stock cannot for 
one moment be tolerated. ‘Three years ago 
the granaries department discovered a de- 
ficit in this same granary of 90,000 picuis 
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of rice, and now the Board of Revenue re- 
ports that the supply 1s actually short by 
no less than 155,000 piculs. This must 
be the result of an organised under- 
standing between the employés and the 
class known as granary thieves. That the 
Superintendents and their staff of ofticials 
should by their negligence have allowed 
such a very serious defalcation to take place 
is abominable in the highest degree, and it 
is essential that exemplary punishment 
should be inflicted upon them. ‘Three of 
the employés who have been arrested have 
been handed over to the Board of Punish- 
ments for a rigerous examination, and the 
Board of Revenue have been directed, 
when the trial is ended and the actual 
amount of the deficit is known, to decide 
upon the best way of recovering the 
loss. Several of the employés and clerks 
have made their escape and We hereby 
command the Chief Conimissioner of Police, 
the Metropolitan Censors and the Mayor 
of Peking to make every effort- to secure 
their apprehension. ‘The Superintendents, 
Jung-én and Méng Shou-chén, whose 
special duty it was to keep watch over the 
grain, showed as complete ignorance of 
what was going on as if they had been both 
deaf and blind. It is even possible that 
they connived at the theft and shared in 
the plunder. Let them be handed over to 
the Board for the determination in the 
first place of a penalty, and be removed 
from their position, holding theniselves 
in readiness to be examined when called 
upon. Hsing-lien and Yu Po-ch‘uan, the 
Vice Presidents in charge of the vranaries, 
are also deserving of punishment for failing 
to observe in time what was going on, and 
it is our wish that they should both be 
handed over to the Board for the determi- 
nation of a penalty. For the rest, we ap- 
prove of the proposals submitted in the 
memorial from the Board of Revenue. 


REDUCTION OF RENT ON MANCHU ESTATES 
IN THE NEIGHBOURIIOOD OF PEKING, 


In a memorial published to-day the Vice- 
roy Li, acting upon previous precedents, 
suggests that, in view of the damage done 
by the recent floods, a general reduction of 
rent should be granted this year to the 
tenants on the estates in the province 
owned by Princes, Dukes, and other mem- 
bers of the Imperial family. Ten years ago 
one of the Censors advocated such a re- 
duction under similar circumstances and 
coupled with his proposal the suggestion 
that the collection of the rent should be 
entrusted to the local authorities. It was 
not deemed expedient, however, to withdraw 
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the control of the matter from the princely 
households, and as a compromise, the 
Imperial landlords were directed by Inm- 
perial decree to investigate the condition 
of their tenantry and to notify to the local 
authorities for general information the 
abatement of rent they proposed to make 
in each district. Measures were to be 
taken to prevent stewards and rent re- 
ceivers from exacting the full amount and 
the same principle was to be applied in 
dealing with the lands owned by the 
Gendarmerie Office and other public 
departments. The distress on the pre- 
sent occasion 1s, the Viceroy considers, 
more severe than it was when the fore- 
going decree was issued, as is abundant- 
ly testified by the very liberal donations 
of both grain and money issued for relief 
purpuses by the Emperor and the Empress 
Dowager. The Viceroy feels confident 
that the Princes of the Imperial family will 
not fail to follow the example of yenerosity 


set them by their Imperial Master, but he— 


is not so sure that the land stewards will 


refrain from making illegal exactions to . 


recoup themselves for the loss of rent caused 
by the abatement. He therefore prays 
that explicit instructions may be issued to 
Manchu landlords requiring them to notify 
to the local authorities the amount of re- 
duction granted in each case, so that it may 
be made known to the tenantry by procla- 
mation. No previous arrears are to be pay- 
able during the present year and any pay- 
ments of rent that have been made before 
the issue of the proclamation are to be 
carried to the credit of the tenants in next 
year’s accounts. | 


22nd October. 


MEMORIAL ON THE ABUSES CONNECTED WITH 
THE YELLOW RIVER WORKS. 


Hsii Chén-yi, the Director-General of 
the Yellow River, submits a memorial in 
which under Imperial instructions he sug- 
gests certain reforms in the system on which 
the Yellow River is managed in Honan. 
He acknowledges the receipt of a despatch 
which was transmitted to him some months 
ago by the Grand Council. together with 
an Imperial decree dealing with a memo- 
rial that had been presented to the Throne 
by the Censor, Chang T'‘ing-liao. These 
documents were received shortly after the 
death of the Governor, Ni Wén-wei, and 
as the memorialist had only been twomonths 
at his post and had not obtained a full 
knowledge of the abuses connected with 
the system he was not then in a posi- 
tion to furnish a report on the subject. 


Some years ago when Sun-yii-wén and 
Wu La-pu were sent as special Commis- 
sioners to enquire into the condition of 
the river, memoerialist was Taotai of the 
Hopeh Circuit, and expressed to them his 
views regarding the reduction of the ex- 
isting system.in a manner. which exposed 
him to the remonstrances of the entire staff 
of officials connected with the river. Since 
he has been honoured by his Majesty with 
the supreme control of this department he 
has exerted himself to the utmost in the 
discharge of his duty and has probably 
adopted an unduly independent line of 
action. Several of the charges made by 
the Censor are not without foundation, 
and deserve to be carefully enquired into. 
His suggestions also with regard to reform 
have a certain amount of reason, but cannot 
be adopted without further consideration. 
For instance the Censor states that a Taotai 
draws Tls. 10,000 from the Provincial Trea- 
sury for repkirs and only issues Tls. 5,000, 
with deductions, to1hesub-prefectsin charge 
of the River. With regard to this, memo- 
rialist begs to state that when he was Tao- 
tai of the Hopeh section he carefully exam- 
ined this question, and found that nothing 
of the kind had been done by any of his 
predecessors.- A similar state of things 
existed in the other Intendancy connected 
with the river, that of the K‘aikuei cir- 
cuit. Rumour has long pointed to such 
peculation but although memorialist en- 
couraged the sub-prefects to speak out, 
and assured them that they had nothing 
to fear from making a full disclosure of 
their grievances, they one and all firmly 
protested that nothing of the kind had 
ever taken place. Therumour may possibly 
be explained by the fact that the Taotais 
keep a certain proportion of the money they 
draw as a reserve fund for guarding against 
accidents connected with the river. ‘The 
amount naturally varies with the probable 
requirements of the different sections, and 
the prefects who receive less than their 
colleagues are inclined to grumble. As 
regards the question of deductions, the me- 
morialist has never heard of any being made 
with the exception of those that are au- 
thorised on account of difference of weight 
and for the maintenance allowance of the 
Board. The perquisites which were for- 
merly known under the designation of 
Shuang Ch‘ow have long been abolished, and 
since the occurrence of the breach at Chéng- 
chou river employment has more than 
ever gone out of favour. The memorialist 
is, however, prepared to recommend the 
adoption of the Censor’s suggestion that 
the sub-prefects in charge of stations along 
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the river should draw the funds for ex- 
penses direct from the Provincial Treasury. 
The Taotais having uo longer anything to 
do with the disbursement of the money 
could not be charged with having appro- 
priated any of it that passed though their 
hands. The construction of breakwaters 
advocat d by the Censor is a matter of 
essential importance, and is one which the 
memorialist warmly advocated on his first 
uccession to office. Since, however, he 
has had actual experience of the river, he 
has modified his views to some extent. 
Throwing in stones and bricks is an effectual 
measure where the danger is slight, but 
when a serlous emergency arises nothing 
but the extensive use of millet stalks is of 
much avail. The great essential is obtain- 
ing a competent staff of men without which 
no honest work can be expected. No 
system, however excellent, can remove 
abuses if not administered by the proper 
men, and viven the proper men, there are no 
abuses that cannot be removed. The Censor 
suggested that one-tenth of the Tls. 600,000 
annually spent on the river in Honan 


should be applied to defraying the expen-— 


diture of the departments charged with its 
management. At the present moment the 
staff of the eleven yaméns in charge of 
the river,—namely those of the Director- 
General, the Governor, the two Taotais and 
the seven sub-prefects, iscomposed of several 
thousands of people whose wages entail an 
outlay of about Tis. 75,000 annually. It 
is proposed to make this sum, which is a 
little over a tenth of the total outlay on the 
river, a fixed limit of the expenditure on 
this head in the future, and so far adopt 
the Censor’s suggestion. Money spent on 
river works has beeu like water poured into 
a leaking vessel, and this has not escaped the 
knowledge of the Court. For this, natural 
causes have: been partly responsible. For 
instance the year before last when the 
breach occurred at Chéngchou, the whole 
volume of the water flowed to the 
Hungtsé lake, and spread over the country 
for more than a year without finding an 
outlet to the sea. How the water was 
eventually drained off is unknown, and no 
human intelligence could have anticipated 
such a disaster. The ordinary condition of 
the river can however be enerally foretold 
with tolerable certainly from past experi- 
ence, and if a fixed aid consistent policy 
were pursued in dealing with it, there is no 
reason why additional funds should be 
required year after year for its maintenance. 
People connected with the works consider 
these sums insufficient, while outsiders re- 
gard the whole system as sheer embezzle- 
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ment. Memoriulist is deeply ashamed - of 
it and has long had the intention of 
introducing some new arrangement. The 
Censor regards the matter from the stand- 
puint of expense, while memorialist holds 
that the safety of the river is the main 
factor in the question. He ventures to 
submit a statement of the existing abuses 
with the remedies he proposes for their 
removal. 

(1) The monopoly of the business in 
the hands of secretaries and clerks known 
as k'u ch'u. These men write out and 
treasure up as secret documents all the 
accounts that are rendered to the Board 
of Works in Peking. Those in the 
office of the Director-General make a 
great fuss about the possible dangers 
in particular sections of the river and 
frighten their chief into sanctioning work 
where none is required so that they 
may receive their reward from the sub- 
prefects. Those in the offices of the two 
Taotais make every effort to procure the 
largest amount of money they can from the 
provincial treasury and to issue as little 
of it as possible to the river authorities. 
Those in the prefect’s offices make it their 
business to scamp the work and keep as 
much of the money as they can for them- 
selves. The Director-General dispensed 
with these K‘uw ch‘w immediately on his 
accession to office and did not allow the 
outcry that arose in consequence to shake 
his purpose in the least. 

(2) The confusion that exists in handing 
over charge. Oflicers debit their successors 
with the cost of materials which have al- 
ready been paid for out of public funds, 
and the sons and grandsons of deceased 
officials often draw money for supplies 
which were in the first instance furnished 
at the public expense. The result is that 
stacks of millet stalks, supposed to be the 
property of former oflicials, are allowed to 
rot und go to waste instead of being avail- 
able for the purpose for which they were 
originally provided. As a remedy for this 
state of things, memorialist has decided 
upon taking an inventory of the existing 
stock of materials and upon declaring it all 
to be public property on and after the 23rd 
of October next. 

(3) Miscalculation and mismanagement. 
Asarule, the earlier in the season millet 
stalks and other materials are purchased, 
the cheaper and better they are. ‘The 
multitude of different heads under which 
the expenditure is ranged is not only 
embarrassing but opens the door to much 
abuse in cooking the accounts. At present, 
an officer draws separately for stones, for 
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earth, for fascines, for emergency expenses, 
and a host of other items all of which the 
memorialist proposes to abolish. There 
is much irregularity in issuing the funds 
and consequently great difficulty in mak- 
ing arrangements for any particular work 
beforehand. In future the memorialist 
proposes to issue the yearly allowance of 
Tls. 600,000 in four equal instalments, the 
first in the tenth moon for the purchase of 
millet stalks, stones and bricks, the second 
in the second moon of the following year 
for procuring fascines, the third in the fifth 
moon for taking precautionary measures 
against the freshets, and the fourth in the 
seventh moon for repairing any damage 
that may have been done during the fresh- 
ets. This arrangement will, he hopes, 
place matters on a definite basis and pre- 
vent accounts being rendered for work 
that never was done. 

(4) Abuses arising from hurry and con- 
fusion. The Director-General holds the 
Taotais responsible, the Taotais delegate 
their duties to the seven sub-prefects, the 
latter pass everything on to the people in 
charge of the works, and when anything 
Serious occurs, there is general ignorance 
all round and the utmost alarm and con- 
fusion. Materials, when wanted, are not 
to be found, and a demand for funds is ad- 
dressed to one of the Taotais. The Taotai is 
flurried, the Director-General is dumb, and 
the end of it is that the additional funds 
are granted with no idea of the use to which 
the yearly supply has been put. Such 
abuses cannot be checked in the hurry of 
the moment, but that they exist, no man 
in his senses will venture to disbelieve for 
a moment. They are so deep-seated and 
of such long standing that nothing but a 
radical remedy willremove them. Even if 
‘the funds were issued direct to the 
sub-prefects, their charge for the work 
would be many times greater than the 
market rate owing to the perquisites they 
have to pay in various quarters. The 
memorialist’s remedy is to establish a 
separate Board composed of picked officials 
who shall work directly under his own 
personal supervision and shall be charged 
with the purchase of a certain portion of 
the materials. This will enable him to 


institute a comparison between the Board’s 


prices and those of the sub-prefects and to 
exercise a salutary check upon the doings of 
the latter. He proposes to allot Tls. 120,000 
of the total Tls. 600,000 to the Board to 
enable them to carry out the experiment. 
Its powers are not to be confined to 
the purchase of material. It is intend- 
ed te exercise a general control over 


the sub-prefects whose men and materials 
it is empowered to use in the execution of its 
duties. It will furnish estimates for works, 
undertake their construction, if necessary, 
and forward reports to the Director- 
General on all matters connected with the 
River. For its failure or success memo- 
rialist will hold himself directly responsible 
to his Sovereign. He would only ask that 
its accounts may be passed without ques- 
tion by the Board in Peking, and that its 
members may be properly rewarded if after 
an experiment of two years it succeeds in 
contributing to the safety of the River.— 
Approved by Rescript. 


23rd October. 
NO PAPERS OF INTEREST. 


24th October. 
APPOINTMENTS. 


T‘ing-chieh is gazetted Intendant of the 
Yo Ch‘ang Féng Circuit in Hunan, and 
several acting appointments have been 
make in Peking to fill the places of Heit- 
ch‘ang and Ch‘ung-li who are to proceed 
on a special mission to Corea. 


25th October. 


RECOVERY OF CHANG CHIH-TUNG FROM AN 
ATTACK OF FEVER. 


Chang Chih-tung reports his partial re- 
covery from a severe attack of fever con- 
tracted about the middle of June, while on 
a tour of inspection in connection with the 
river works at Chingchou, Chunghsiang and 
Chichiang. Over-exposure to the sun ap- 
pears to have been the principal cause of 
the fever, and in July memorialist was 
compelled to apply for twenty days’ leave. 
That period having now expired he has once 
more resumed charge of his duties although 
still in a very weak condition. 

During his illness he was in correspon- 
dence with the Governor and the Higher 
Provincial Authorities in regard to all im- 
portant matters and none of the latter 
have been neglected.—Noted. 


APPOINTMENT OF NEW TAOTAI AT HANKOW. 


Chang Chih-tung and T‘an Cho-hsiin, the 
Governor of Hupeh, present a joint memo- 
rial in reference to the appointment of a 
properly qualified officer to fill the im- 
portant post of Taotai for the Han Huang 
Té Circuit. The present incumbent Chiang 
Yu-ching having been promoted, memori- 
alists did already nominate Fang Kung- 
chou, Taotai for the Ching I Shih Circuit, 
as his successor. The Board, however, 
objected to this nomination as Fang had 
not served the requisite number of years 
to enable him to quality for the promotion. 


Oct. 25—28. | 


Memorialists would however submit that 
the post in question is one of very great 
importance, the incumbent being ¢x-officio 
Superintendent of the Chiang Han Custom 
House residing at Hankow, and like- 
wise charged with the conduct of in- 
ternational affairs, so that it is abso- 
lutely essential to select a capable man. 
They have very carefully gone into the 
question more than once and are forced to 
come to the conclusion that Fang Kung- 
chou is really the only eligible ofticer to 
by had in the province. He has seen 
service in the Tsung-li Yamén and since 
receiving his appointment as Taotai for 
Ichang and district has acted as Provincial 
Judge for the space of four months, in both 
of which positions he has displayed great 
ability and had splendid opportunities for 
obtaining the necessary experience for the 
post of Taotai at Hankow. Under the 
circumstances memorialists would beg that 
the Board be asked to waive their objec- 
tions and give their consent to the proposed 
transfer which would be eminently to the 
advantage of the public service.—Let the 
Bourd of Civil Office consider and 1eport. 


REPORT ON THE EXAMINATICNS IN 
KIANGSU. 


Memorialist Yang-i refers to his previous 
report made last autumn regarding the 
examinations held at Soochow at and in the 
Sungkiang district and goes on to announce 
a further series of examinations extending 
at intervals right throughout the summer. 
He would point out that the Huai Yang 
Tung district, although in the north of the 
Province, yet has extensive water communi- 
cation with Kiangnan, and the difference 
between the characteristics of the inhabit- 
ants of the two districts is not very great, 


whereas the Hsii Hai circuit has no water. 


communications and lies moreover at a dis- 
tance of some 250 miles from the capital. 
As a consequence the literary talent in tho 
latter district is not particularly striking 
although on the whole it does not fall far 
short of the average. Two cases of indi- 
viduals attempting to pass for others were 
discovered and punished. In his farewell 
address memorialist impressed on the 
graduates the necessity of close attention 
to study and warned them against indulging 
im youthful extravagances. The rainfall 
for the year has been normal and the crops 
promise well.— Noted. 


26th October. 
WORKS ON THE GRAND CANAL. 
Sung Ch‘un, Director of Grain Transport, 


sends in a report on the condition of the 
embankments on the Canal during the 
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suminer and autumn rains and details the 
arrangements made to guard against any 
giving way. He complains of the insuffi- 
cient remittances from the provinces and 
the consequent lack of funds, which ham- 
pers his operations, so that for the time 
being he has only been able to strengthen 
the banks at the more important points. 
—Let the Board of Works take note. 


VISIT OF THE IMPERIAL AGENT TO KOKONOR 
ON SACRIFICIAL BUSINESS. 


Sa Ling-a, the {mperial Agent at Hsining, 
reports his having made the customary 
autumn visit to Kokonor to sacrifice to the 
Spirit of the Lake and renew the oaths of 
allegiance of the Mongol chieftains in that 
neighbourhood. He was accompanied on 
the expedition by the Governor-General’s 
deputy Wo-shih Chieno. The sacrificial 
exercises were held on the 15th of Septem- 
ber at Chi‘at‘antolo, and on the following 
day he invited the Mongol princes, chief- 
tains, and nobles toa banquet and distribut- 
ed the Imperial gifts of silk, tea, etc., 
which were received with many expres- 
sions of deep gratitude for H. M.’s gra- 
cious condescension. Memorialist exhorted 
them to continue to maintam strict order 
within their various jurisdictions and on no 
account to permit the outside tribes to 
make incursionsinto their territory.—Noted. 


27th October. 
BRIGANDAGE IN SHENSI, 


Lu Fu-lin, Governor of Shensi, refers to 
his former application for permission to 
deal summarily with all grave cases of burg- 
lary and of highway robbery, which was 
duty granted, and reports the punishment 
by immediate decapitation of 29 offenders. 
A list of minor penalties for aiding and 
abetting the latter is attached.—Let the 
Board of Punishments take note, 


28th October. 
AUDIENCKS. 


Shao-Hsien, Assistant Resident in Tibet, 
and Li Ching-fan, the new Minister to 
Japan, were received in audience, prior to 
leaving for their posts. 


IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1.) The Censor Wu Chao-t‘ai has ad- 
dressed us with reference to the works in 
the I-ho Garden (Wanshoushan) and 
suggested that in view of the wide-spread 
distress throughout the Metropolitan Pro- 
vince they be put a stop to. The I-ho 
Garden was originally laid out as a pleasure 
garden by the Emperor Ch‘ien Lung and 
by him handed to his mother asa token 
of filial respect and love, and he did there 
on three separate ‘occasions respectfully 
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offer the august lady congratulations on 
her birthday. 

On assuming the reins of government we 
reflected that for more than twenty years 
the Empress Dowager had devoted herself 
day and night to state affairs, assisting us 
with her advice and counsel, and we 
resolved to show her that we were not un- 
mindful of her great services. It was with 
this object in view that we undertook the 
repairs at Wanshoushan in the hope 
that Her Majesty might take pleasure 
therein and proceed thither for recreation 
and enjoyment. It was likewise our inten- 
tion to follow the example of the Emperor 
Chien Lung and on the occasion of her 
sixtieth birthday to go out there accompani- 
ed by the Court and offer her our congratu- 
lations. The works were not undertaken 
for our own pleasure, as we distinctly an- 
nounced in our decree of March, 1888. 
Wu Chao-t‘ai, being attached to the Censo- 
rate, ought. to be perfectly well aware of 
this. Whence then these remarks that the 
fact of our going on with these repairs 
while there is so much suffering throughout 
the Province will tend to weaken the 
Imperial reputation for exalted virtue ? 

They display an extreme ignorance on 
the part of Wu Chao-t‘ai and we hereby 
direct the Board to inflict some severe 
penalty on him for his rashness. 

(2). Li Hung-chang has reported to us 
the closing of the breach in the Yuung-ting 
river and in view of the despatch with 
which the work has been carried out 
applied for the bestowal of some rewards on 
the ofticials concerned. We hereby bestow 
on ChouFu, the Provincial Judge, a button 
of the first class and (here follows a list 
of minor awards to subordinate officials. 

We have perused with great pleasure Hsu 
Chen-i’s report on the works in connection 
with the Yellow River and are gratified to 
learn that the banks have now been put 
into a state of thorough repair. We here- 
with send him ten sticks of Tibetan incense 
and have to direct him {to proceed there- 
with to the shrine of the Spirit of the River 
and return thanks on our behalf for the 
divine care. He will at the same time enjoin 
on his subordinates the necessity of exer- 
cising the greatest vigilance and direct 
them on no account to relax any further 
precautions. 


CHARGE OF PECULATION IN CONNECTION 
WITH TRIBUTE RICE. 


The Gazettes of yesterday and to-day 
contain a series of papers in connection 
with a charge brought by one of the Censors, 
En-lin against the son of Hsing-lien, the 
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Superintendent of the Peking Granaries, 
The substance of the charge was that Hsing- 
lien’s son, Ling Chun, an Assistant Reader 
of the Grand Secretariat, had entered into 
an arrangement with one of the weighers 
attached to the Imperial granaries where- 
by the tribute rice of the year as it came 
in was to be saturated with water, the 
price of the difference in weight which would 
necessarily result when the grain was 
weighed out to be divided between the two. 
This information was conveyed by En-lin 
to Hsing-lien in a letter which likewise 
contained a request for money. Hsing-lien 
on receipt thereof had the bearer of the 
letter arrested and at once forwarded the 
original to the Emperor, who directed that 
the matter be strictly investigated. —De- 
crees already published. 


29th October. 
IMPERIAL DECREES. 


(1) The Emperor publishes asimilar decree 
to that of yesterday, in reply toa memorial 
by Chang-yao on the Yellow River, and 
likewise directs him to burn ten sticks of 
Tibetan incense at the temple of the Ta- 
wang. 

(2) About four months age Chang-yao 
applied to the Emperor for a votive tablet to 
be hung up in a new shrine he was building 
in honour of the Ta-wang at the provincial 
capital. H.M. has now written an autograph 
tablet and Chang-yaois directed to reverent- 
ly hang it in the new building. 

(3) Gives particulars of rice to be distri- 
buted amongst the various soup kitchens 
and houses of shelter in the central district 
of the capital. 

HEAVY RAINS IN YUNNAN. 


T‘au Chiin-p‘ei, Governor of Yiinnan, 
reports heavy rains in the Anping and 
Hunyang districts which have destroyed 
several villages and fluoded the salt wells 
at Tienerh. Instructions have been issued 
to have the water pumped out of the wells 


aS soon as possible and measures taken to 


relieve the sufferers. 

In a separate memorial the Governor 
applies for a month’s leave as his exertions 
in connection with the above distress and 
the consequent exposure to cold and damp 
have brought on a sharp attack of rheumia- 
tism which has utterly prostrated hin. and 
for which the doctors prescribe complete 
rest and careful nursing.—Granted one 
month's leave. 


REMITTANCES FROM CHEKIANG. 
Sung Chin, Governor of Chékiang, advises 


| remittance of Tis. 50,000 to the Treasury 
| and Tls. 10,000 to the Imperial Househovld, 
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part of the two amounts of Tls. 220,000 
and Tls. 50,000 fixed by the Treasury as an 
annual payment out of the Salt Revenue by 
the province of Chékiang tothe Treasury and 
the Household respectively.—Let the Yamén 
concerned take note, 


30th October. 
NEW OFFICERS FOR TIBET. 


Sheng-t‘ai, Assistant Resident to Tibet, 
complains of the scarcity of officers attached 
to lis staff and in view of the recent settle- 
ment of. questions on the frontier thinks it 
advisable that some experienced men be in 
charge of the military posts. He mentions 
the names of two ofticers at present stationed 
in Szechuan, a Major named Ho Ch ‘ang-yung 
and a Lt.-Colonel named Yii Li-chéng who, 
having seen service in Formosa and on the 
western frontier, would be peculiarly fitted 
for-such cuties, and requests that the Gov- 
ernor-General be instructed to send them 
to Tibet with as little delay as possible. 
He goes on to state that he has deputed 
the expectant Prefect Chi Chih-wen accom- 
panied by the officers on the frontier to 
look after all questions connected with the 
restoration of order.—Decree will follow. 


MILITARY MATTERS IN FORMOSA. 


Pien Pao-ti, Governor-General of the 
Min-Chéh, announces receipt of a report 
from Shen Ying-kwei, Acting Provincial 
Treasurer of Formosa, in which the latter 
states that in reply to an application from 
T‘au Ping-nan, Major in charge of the 
camp at Hengch‘un Hsien, he has granted 
him permission to reorganise the troops 
under his command. A company of 123 men 
rank and file was formed by selecting men 
of the existing battalion and engaging ten 
extra camp followers about two years.ago, 
and afterward another company of 245 rank 
and file was formed in a similar manner; 
both to be stationed at Hengchun and 
receive pay according to regulations. 

ho Hupeh and Chenhai troops through 
long residence on the island have become 
effete and have been disbanded. An officer 
Was sent over to the Huaipeh district to 
enlist new men and returned with 496 
recruits and 100 camp followers. These 
have been stationed at Tamsui and on 
the Chien-lun range. Reports of these 


proceedings were sent at the time and a. 


reply was received directing that a report 
be made direct to the throne which has 
accordingly been done.—Let the Board con- 
cerned take note. 


APPOINTMENT OF A COMMANDANT IN 
ANTERIOR TIBET. 
Wang-ching-lo-pu, owing to advancing 
years, has resigned the senior Commandant- 


ship of Anterior Tibet andthe two Residents 
suggest that the junior Commandant Tau- 
pa-ming-tsu-erh be appointed to the post, 
and have nominated a son of Wang-ching- 
lo-pu to take the place of the latter. —Decree 
will follow, 


KEWARDS TO THE COURIERS ON THE TIBETAN 
ROADS. 


The two Residents point out the extremely 
meritorious services of the couriers on the 
Tibetan route, who have to contend with 
greater difficulties than those on other 
lines, owing to the mountainous nature of the 
country and the severe snows and frost in 
winter. They have always done their work 
exceedingly well and have been awarded 
good conduct medals. Memorialists would 
however submit a list of more substantial 
rewards to encourage them in the future, 
and request the throne to sanction the 
bestowal of the same.—Granted. Let the 
Bou d of War take note. | 


31st October. 


RKEPORT ON THE DEFICIT IN THE LU-MI 
GRANARY. 


The Grand Secretary Chang Chih-wan, 
charged withthe administration of the Board 
of Revenue, submits the report called for 
by the Emperor in reference to the alleged 
deficits in the Lu-mi Granary. On receipt 
of the Imperial instructions a note was at 
once sent to the Granaries’ yamén directing 
that Kuo Ch ‘i-tai, one of the men in 
charge of the grain, be placed under arrest, 
that the outer gates be sealed and a cordon 
of soldiers placed round the building. On 
the 29th of September memorialist, accom- 
panied by the Secretaries of the Board, 
went in person to the Granary and sum- 
moned tho Superintendents, directing them 
in the first place to inspect the quality of 
the rice and after affixing a note of tho 
same on the compartment to seal it up. 
He than gave orders to his officers to take 
the original lists of grain reccivedandissued, 
to carefully go over thom and see the 
amount there ought to be in store. Accord- 
ing to these lists there ought to have been 
in store on the 28th of September 315,897 
piculs, whereasa most rigorous investigation 
on the part of memorialist and his staff 
gave as a result a total of 147,176 piculs of 
good grain and some 13,000 piculs of 
mouldy rice mixed with mud, making a 
grand deficit of 155,535 piculs. A serious 
deficit of this nature calls for the most 
rigorous punishment in order that similar 
abuses be prevented and other evil-doers 
warned. With the exception of Kuo Chi-tai 
allthe other storekeepers are still at large, 
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but peremptory orders have been issued 
for their arrest and when that has been 
effected they will be dealt with by the 
Board of Punishments. The superinten- 
dents are entirely to blame for the lax 
supervision they have exercised and are for 
the present degraded. When the real state 
of affairs has been investigated and it has 
been discerned exactly how it came about 
that such a deficit could have arisen, the 
Board of Revenue will determine as to how 
and by whom the deficiency shall be made 
good.—Decree already published. 


MURDER OF A HUSBAND IN KANSU. 


Wei Kuang-tao, acting Governor of Kan- 
su, reports a case of murder in which one of 
the Mahommedan women in concert with 
her paramour strangled her husband. Sen- 
tence of death by lzng-chit has been passed 
on the woman and by decapitation on her 
paramour.--Let the Board of Punishments 
anvestigute and reporé. 

PURCHASE OF AN M.A. DEGREE FOR 
TLS. 30,000. 


Li Hung-chang submits a report by the 
head officer of the Relief Fund in which 
the latter states that P‘ang Yiian-chi, a 
B.A. belonging to Wuch‘eng in Chékiang, 
on hearing of the distress in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital subscribed Tls. 30,000 
towards the relief fund, stating that he was 
going up for his M.A. degree at the next 
examinations, when he hoped to be able to 
pass and make a career for himself in that 
way without seeking for‘any other reward. 
The report goes on to say that P‘ang Yiian- 
chi devoted himself to literature at an early 
age and succeeded in obtaining the degree 
of senior licentiate. His present liberal 
subscription, it is submitted, is one that 
places him above the ordinary run of those 
who render important services to the State 
and as, according to old regulations, 
everyone who subscribed Tls. 10,000 was 
rewarded by an M.A. diploma, how much 
more should he be rewarded who has sub- 
scribed three times that amount. It is sug- 
gested that the case be brought to the 
notice of H.M. the Emperor and that 
possibly an exception might be made in his 
favour. The band of scholars would be 
increased by one benevolent member, and 
myriads of lives having been saved by his 
generosity it could not be said that such an 
act would be unreasonable or dangerous. 
The Viceroy cordially endorses this report 
and cites two cases where on former occa- 
sions merchants were rewarded by an M.A. 
diploma in recognition of their large sub- 
scriptious. This practice was, however, put 
a stop to, as likely to furnish undesirable 
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precedents. The present case being one of 
such exceptional merit he considers that 
the reward in question ought to be bestow- 
ed and P‘ang Yiian-chi allowed to enter for 
the next examinations for the LL.D. degree 
as if he had already actually passed for the 
lower grade. It would of course be under- 
stood that this was by no means to forma 
precedent and that every subsequent case 
of a similar nature would have to be speci- 
ally submitted to the Throne.—JLet an M. 
A. diploma be granted to P‘ang Ytian-cht 
and permission given him to euter for the 
next metropolitan competition. 


1st November. 


DEFICIT IN THE RICE SUPPLY OF THE PEKING 
GRANARIES, 


The two Vice-Presidents in charge of 
the Peking granaries submit a memorial in 
which they pray that they themselves as 
well as the superintendents of these esta- 
blishments may be handed over to the 
Board for punishment in consequence of 
their neglect in failing to discover the large 
deficit which has occurred in the stock of 
rice stored in the Lumi granary. On the 
27th of September last they learned from a 
secret communication addressed to them 
by the Board of Revenue that the officials 
of that department had received instructions 
from the Throne to inspect the granary in 
question. All the necessary preparations 
were duly made to facilitate the investiga- 
tion, and they now regret to report that the 
result disclosed a very serious deficit. The 


_ two superintendents of the establishment 


who failed to discover in the least what 
was going on, and have acted throughout 
as if they were deaf and dumb, should, 
the memurialists suggest, be handed 
over to the Board for the determination of 
a fitting penalty. The memorialists cannot 
absolve themselves from negligence in the 
matter and they ask that the Board may 
likewise be directed to deal with their 
offence.—WDecrce already published. 


GREAT STORMS AND FLOODS AT FOOCHOW 
AND WENCHOW,. 


The Viceroy at Foochow reports that 
very heavy rains fell in the province of 
Fukien during the early pavt of the Sth 
moon of the present year, and that the 
district of Houkuan and other low-lying 
country in the south-western portion of his 
jurisdiction suffered very severely from the 
inundations, As already reported to the | 
Throne he telegraphed to his colleague at 
Nanking, asking him to withdraw the 
prohibition on the export of grain, and he 
received a reply to the effect that permission 
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would be granted as usual for the export to 
Foochow of 200,000 piculs of grain free of 
duty. Officers were sent to report on the ex- 
tent of the calamity in the flooded districts 
andto take such measures for the relief of the 
sufferers and the repair of the damage as 
the circumstances of the case seemed to 
require. The Ch’anglé and Minching 
districts in the prefecture of Foochow, 
numbers of districts in the prefecture of 
Yenp'ing, and several others in the pre- 
fecture of Chienning had suffered more or 
less severely, but the water had all abated 
and no loss of life had been sustained. In 
two hamlets in the Shangkang districts 
within the prefecture of Tingchou 65 chien 
of buildings had been demolished, and 27 
people drowned by the floods. All this 
occurred early in the 5th month, on the 
28th of which a terrific storm occurred in the 
neighbourhood of Foochow, causing great 
loss of life and’ property in several districts. 
The storm seems to have been most 
severely felt at Futing, on the borders 
of Chékiang and Wénchow. Reports from 
the latter place announce the loss of 200 
boats, and the death, from the effects of 
the storm, of over 200 people. The damage 
to the temples and other public buildings 
was very great. Two Government cruisers 
which were anchored in the neighbourhood 
were dashed to pieces, three of the crew 
being drowned, and all their equipments 
lost. The Viceroy explains that the visi- 


tation can scarcely be considered as a° 


grave public disaster, but owing to the 
high price of grain the people are ina very 
straitened condition, especially in the Fu- 
ting district, where relief measures are 
urgently required. The province of Fu- 
kien has subscribed so much within the 
last few years to the relief of distress in 
Honan, Kiangsu, and more recently in 
Chihli, that there is little prospect of being 
able to raise sufficient money to meet the 
present emergency by public contributions, 
He therefore asks permission to appropriate 
a sum of Ts. 10,000 from the Reorgan- 
isation Reserve Fund for the purpose, 
This will be supplemented by public subs- 
eription, and an account of the whole ex- 
penditure will be furnished when relief 
operations shall have been completed. 


RECOMMENDATION FOR POST OF TAOTAI AT 
TUNGCHOW, 


Hsii Chien-shén, the late Taotai of the 
Tungyung circuit, having been pronoted to 
be Judge of Fukien, the Viceroy Li submits 
‘a recommendation of a candidate for the 
vacant post. The Taotai whose official resi- 
dence is at Tungchow exercises jurisdiction 
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over an immense area of country embracing 
seventeen districts and departments. Of 
these Ningho and Linyii are both places 
of importance in connection with Coast 
Defence arrangements. Part of the 
Taotai’s duties is to see to the conser- 
vation of the river between Tientsin 
and ‘ungchow, and has a direct bearing 
upon the conveyance of the grain tribute 
and the well-being of the people. The 
officer selected for the appointment is 
Yang Tsung-lien, the Director of the Naval 
School at ‘Tientsin, who is at present acting 
as Taotai at Tungchow. He is fifty-six 
years of age, a native of Kiangsu who pur- 
chased his first degree and was highly re- 
commended at the Metropolitan Examina- 
tion of 1855. After serving for some time 
as a Secretary in the Board of Revenue, he 
joined the Memorialist as Military Secre- 
tary in 1862 and subsequently served 
with distinction through the Taiping and 
Nienfei campaigns. He received the 
brevet rank of Financial Commissioner, 
and remained as an Expectant Taotat 
on the Hupeh establishment. In 1871 
he was appointed to act as Intendant 
of the Chingyishih circuit and in 1880 
he was charged with having failed to ac- 
count for certain dues levied on bamboos 
at Ichang. The case was investigated by 
Tso Tsung-t‘ang, at whose instance he was 
cashiered. This sentence was, however, 
subsequently remitted on the recommen- 
dation of the acting Viceroy, P‘éng Tsu- 
hsien, who entered fully into the whole 
question and established the innocence of 
Yang Tsung-lien. In 1885 he was appointed 
Director of the Naval School at Tientsin 
and was highly commended for his able 
management,.of that institution by Prince 
Ch‘un, when His Imperial Highness visit- 
ed Tientsin in the following year. During 
the seven or eight years Yang Tsung-lien 
has served in the province, he has proved 
himself to bea very hardworking, capable, 
and thoroughly conscientious official, and 
his acting tenure of the Tungchow appoint- 
ment has gained for him the high com- 
mendation of his superiors and the esteem 
of the people. —Referred to the consideration 
of the Board of Civil Office. 
2nd November. 
MURDER OF A BROTHER IN TURKESTAN. 


The following case is reported as having 
occurred in the department of Soch‘é in 
Turkestan. A Mahommedan who hved 
there and had six sons divided amongst 
them during his life-time a sum of Tls. 300 
in equal shares of Tls. 50 each. The 
youngest, Youssouf, was a good-for-nothing 
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sort of fellow, and his portion was placed in 
charge of his eldest brother. The latter, 
Ma-la-k‘o-hsia by name, procured a wife 
for Youssouf and spent Ts. 20 in celebrat- 
ing the marriage. Youssouf very soon got 
vid of his wife and went away from home to 
escape his brother’s displeasure. After a 
year’s absence he returned and demanded 
the balance of the money deposited with 
Ma-la-k’o-hsia. The latter, knowing that 
he would spend it, refused payment and 
reproved him severely for his disobedient 
behaviour. Youssouf determined to have 
his revenge, and finding his elder brother 
asleep one day, he cut his throat open with 
aknife. The crime was reported to the 
authorities by the father and Youssouf’s 
arrest speedily followed. He has been 
condemned to death by the slow and painful 
process under the law applicable to the 
murder of a relative within the second 
degree of mourning. 


PONATIONS OF MONEY AND GRAIN FOR 
FAMINE RELIEF IN CHIHLI. 


The Governor of Kiangsi acknowledges 
the receipt of a telegram from the Viceroy 
at Tientsin in which the latter described 
the severity of the floods in Chihli and 
solicited assistance in the shape of contri- 
butions in food and money. The memo- 
rialist felt that money could not be raised 
by public subscription in time to meet the 
urgency of the crisis, and acting upon the 
precedents established in the case of the dis- 
tress in Chékiang and Kiangsu, he decided 
upon borrowing a sum of Tis, 20,000, 
which was remitted in two instalments to 
Tientsin. This will be repaid out of the 
public subscriptions which are now being 
solicited, and should there be any surplus, 
it will be forwarded later on. The paddy 
crop has been an excellent one this year in 
Kiangsi, and 10,000 piculs of clean rice 
will be sent to Tungchow, and placed at 
the disposal of the authorities for the relief 
of the existing distress. 


3rd November. 
REMITTANCE FROM CANTON. 


The T‘ai-p‘ing customs revenue at Canton 
was required by the Board of Revenue to 
furnish during the present year the sum of 
Tls. 100,000 to provide for the expenses of 
theImperial Household Department. Of this 
Tls. 60,000 have already been forwarded in 
two instalments, and the Viceroy now 
reports that a third instalment of T]s.20,000 
has been despatched by a special agent, 
who is the bearer of a bill of exchange 
which he is to cash in Peking. An allow- 
ance of TIs. 660 has been made to cover 
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the difference in weight and expenses of 
porterage. 


4th November. 
MURDER CASE IN HUNAN. 


Four brothers lived close to each other: 
but in separate establishments in the T‘en- 
mén district in Hunan. Each of them till- 
ed about 100 mov of land and their mother 
had 50 movw allotted for her own support. 
One of the brothers, Chang Fang-hul, sold 
the mother’s portion. Another of the sons, 
Chang Wén-ch‘ing, went one day to re- 
monstrate with him, and during the alter- 
cation which ensued, the two men came 
to blows. A married sister who hap- 
pened to be present at the time tried to 
make peace, but failed to separate them 
before Chang Fang-hui, who had beer 
threatening his brother’s life, received 
a fatal stab in the throat. ‘The sister, 
dreading the consequences of the act, ad- 
vised that the dead body should be burnt 
and all traces of the crime wiped out. An- 
other of the brothers, Chang Jui-luan, as: 
sented to this suggestion and the body was 
accordingly removed to an empty room 
where it was reduced to cinders. The 
bones and ashes were then put into a basket 
and given to a servant,. who took them in 
the guise of manure and buried them in a 
field on the farm. The disappearance of 
her husband was duly reported to the 
authorities by the deceased man’s wife, and 
a search having been instituted, stains of 
blood were found in the house, and the 
heap of ashes in which there were forty- 
two human bones was unearthed in the 
field. ‘Iwo buttons burnt black by the fire 
were identilied by the wife as belonging to 
her husband’s clothing. ‘The coroner re- 
ported that the ground on which the corpse 
was burnt had been dug up and levelled 
down again, and that it was consequently 
impossible to discover the crime by the 
usual process. The testimony of all the 
parties was most conflicting, the only excep- 
tion being that of one of the servants who 
gave a graphic account of the whole 
occurrence. After repeated hearings, 
Chang Weén-ch‘ing has been condemned 
to death by the slow and painful process 
for taking the life of his own brother. 
The sister has died in prison since 
the commencement of the trial. Had 
she survived, her punishment would have 
been 80 blows and transportation for two 
years for conspiring to burn the dead body 
of a person who was her junior, but a 
relative within the fifth degree of mourning. 
The brother receives in like manner 100 
blows and banishment for three years to a 
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distance of 3,000 li. The servant is par- 
doned on account of his tender years, being 
under 14, and his position which obliged 
him to screen his master.—Ttteferred to the 
considerution of the Board of Punishments. 


5th November. 


PRESENTS tO AGED PEOPLE ON THE OCCASION 
OF THE EMPEROR'S TWENTIETH BIRTHDAY. 


In a decree issued to-day the Emperor 
confers presents of high value upon the 
aged relatives of a number of high officials. 
The first on the list is the grandmother of 
Liu Chin-t‘ang, the Governor of Turkestan, 
who receives a tablet with an Imperial 
inscription, a jade ju-i, two rolls of silk 
and two rolls of satin, both of large size. 
Similar presents are bestowed upon the 
mother of Sa-ling-a, Imperial Agent at 
Hsining, the mother of Fu-jun, Lieutenant- 
Governor of Shantung, the mother of Fang- 
yao, Naval Commander-in-Chief of Kuang- 
tung, the mother of Ying-lien, Brigadier- 
General of Malanchén, and the father of Niu 
Shih-wei, Brigadier-General of Kueité in 
Honan, All the recipients of the Imperial 
bounty are over eighty years of age. 


6th November. 
ILLNESS OF A TAOTAI. 

The Governor of Shantung submits an 
application on behalf of ‘’s‘ui Mu-chih, the 
late Intendant of the Yoch‘angli circuit 
in Hunan, for permission to retire from 
the public service on the ground of con- 
tinued ill-health. This officer after serving 
for over 10 years in: Hunan was recently 
ordered to Peking for audience, and having 
received the usual letter of introduction to 
the Board from the Governor of the pro- 
vince, he started for the capital. On arriv- 
ing, however, at his native place in Shan- 
tung, he found himself unable to proceed 
and was obliged to seek medical advice. 
The dampness of the Hunan climate has 
told seriously upon his health and his 
whole constitution is so shattered that 
nothing but.a prolonged course of treat- 
ment will restore him to health.—Decree 
already published. 

7th November. 


ARREST OF MEMBERS OF A SECRET SOCIETY 
IN ANHUI. 


The Emperor acknowledges the receipt 
of a memorial from the Governor of Anhui 
reporting the arrest and decapitation of 
some leading members of the Kolao Society 
who have for some time past been organising 
a rebellious movement on the border land 
between that province and Kiangsu. Ten 
of the gang and a large quantity of arms 
andammunition having fallen into the hands 
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of the authorities, a party of soldiers was 
despatched in pursuit of the remainder 
and succeeded in making six additional 
arrests. Finally, the leader himself and 
seven of his followers were captured on 
the borders of Kiangsi and instantly sub- 
jected to the extreme penalty of the law. 
Rewards have been conferred on the civil 
and military authorities who were instru- 
mental in bringing about the suppression 
of the rising. 


THE YELLOW RIVER. 


The Yellow River forms the subject of 
two short decrees in this number of the 
Gazetie. Inthe first, the Emperor expresses 
his satisfaction at learning from the Vice- 
roy Li that the summer and autumn 
freshets, which at one time threatened 
serious danger, have been attended with 
no disaster in the portion of the river run- 
ning through the Tungming district, and 
forwards ten sticks of Tibetan incense 
to be distributed amongst the temples of 
the local deities to whose protection the 
safety of the river is ascribed. 

In the second, the Emperor refers to a 
memorial recently presented by the Board 
of Revenue in which exception is taken 
to the estimate of Tls. 600,000 for the 
maintenance of the river in Honan, 
the sum fixed upon by the Director- 
General for the annual expenditure. The 
Board points out that this is the largest 


outlay that has been incurred in any single 


year, and considers it a much too liberal 
allowance, having regard tothe requirements 
of the case. They hold that the sum of 
Tls. 75,000 needed for the payment of 
ofticial salaries should form a portion of the 
above estimate. The Emperor, in acceding 
to this proposal, warns the Director-General 
that having been granted the use of such a 
large sum of money he is expected to make 
a clean sweep of all the abuses which have 
hitherto existed in connection with the 
administration of the river. 


TYPHOON IN FORMOSA. 
The Governor of Formosa reports that 


a typhoon ( Jel fale) raged at Taipei Fu from 


8 am. to 9 p.m. on the 16th of August 
last, causing great destruction of property. 
Keelung, Tamsui and Miaoli were also 
visited by the samestorm. Five days later 
a gale blew over the districts of Tainan, 
Changhua, and Yiilin, and heavy wind, 
accompanied by a downpour of rain, was 
experienced in several other parts of the 
island about the same time. The water 
came down from the hills in torrents and 
deluged the crops. Fortunately the early 
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paddy had nearly all been gathered in and 
many of the late crops were not yet in the 
ground. Measures have been taken for 
the relief of the distress in Tainan and 
Héngch‘un, the two districts which have 
suffered most severely. 


8th November. 
COURT NEWS. 


Prince Su reports that he has inspected 
the newly passed military graduates. 

Duke Jung reports his return from the 
Western Tombs. 


EDICTS FOR RELIEF OF THE STARVING. 


The Prefect of Shuntien Fu has asked for 

a grant of rice on behalf of the Pu Chi T‘ang 
‘and the Tzu Shan T‘ang. 

Some time ago a grant of 300 piculs 
of rice each was made as a preliminary 
measure to these two institutions, in con- 
sideration of the great numbers of starving 
people in the neighbourhood of the capital ; 
and now the Shuntien Prefect, dwelling on 
the approach of winter and the sufferings 
of the destitute, applies for the usual grant 
made in former years. To this request We 
accede and hereby order that 800 piculs of 
rice be distributed to the P‘u Chi Tang and 
300 piculs to the Tzu Shan Tang. 

The Prefect of Shuntien Fu has sent in 
a memorial with reference to the extension 
of soup kitchens, and asks for a grant of 
money and rice wherewith to carry out his 
proposed scheme. 

In consequence of the great distress 
owing to floods in the metropolitan district, 
additional soup kitchens have been estab- 
lished in a great many places and grants of 
money and grain made to relieve the des- 
titute. The Prefect calls attention to the 
fact that the number of the sufferers in the 
Tahsing district is unusually large, and pro- 
poses to establish two head kitchens at 
Ch‘ing Yiin-tien and Yiieh Chia-wu with 
altogether five branches. As the relief 
will have to be carried on throughout 
the winter and spring he fears the funds 
at his disposal will not suffice for the 
purpose. We accordingly as a mark of 
special favour hereby grant his request 
and have to direct the Board of Revenue 
to issue to him Tls. 2,000 and give him 
an order on the Granaries for 8,000 piculs 
of rice. P‘an Ts‘utao will see that the dis- 
tribution thereof is properly carried out. 


EXAMINATION FOR MANCHU STUDENT: 
INTERPRETERSHIPS IN KIRIN, 


Chang Shun, Governor of Kirin, makes 
the following report on the examinations 
held for the post of student interpreters in 
his district. 


In the ninth year of Kuang Hsii the 
establishment of examinations for posts as 
interpreters in Kirin, under the same re- 
gulations as those in Fengtien, received the 
sanction of the throne. At the appointed 
time on which the examination was to have 
been held, namely the twelfth year of 
Kuang Hsii, it was found that the students 
having only studied for a very short time it 
would be better to put off the examination 
and commence on the next date appointed. 

The results of last year’s swi-shih and the 
names of the three students who passed have 
already been reported and approved of. This 
s the year in which the f‘o-shih falls, and 
over forty students from the Manchu, 
Mongolian and Chinese banners presented 
themselves for examination. Of these 
thirty-two were selected as possessing a 
rudimentary knowledge of Manchu litera- 
ture, and in accordance with regulations 
were first tested as to their proficiency 
in riding and archery. The regular ex- 
amination. was held on the Ist of Sep- 
tember in the yamén of the Director 
of Studies, and every precaution was taken 
to guard against such abuses as_ candi- 
dates getting others to pass for them or 
having papers smuggled in from outside. 

The regulations lay down that one in 
every five or six be allowed to pass, but as 
last year was the first of the examination 
memorialist did not deem it advisable to 
adhere too closely to the above rule. 

Out of this year’s candidates he has 
selected four names of those who appear to 
him to have a fair knowledge of Manchu li- 
terature, but their papers show only a slight 
acquaintance with the spirit of the language 
and are by no means perfect. A little 
latitude had naturally to be exercised 
in order to encourage others to enter in 
the future. The remainder of the candidates 
appear to memorialist to be not wanting in 
ability and to have fair capabilities, but 
owing to the short time during which 
government schools for the training of stu- 
dent interpreters have been established in 
the province great progress could not be 
expected. Instructions have been issued 
to the various officers entrusted with the 
direction of their studies to see that great 
pains are taken to develop the system, and. 
it is hoped that by the next examination 
there will be no difficulty in getting the 
full number of passes—Let the Board of 
Ceremonies take rote. 


INSPECTION OF TROOPS IN HEILUNGCHIANG. 
Ting-an, Military High Commissioner for 

the Manchurian Province, reports that as 

last year he was holding the post of Acting 
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Military Governor it was impossible for 
him to go the round of the three provinces 
and inspect the troops as was his usual 
custom, and he had to depute the General 
Commandant and Captain-General Feng 
Sheng-a to undertake these duties for him. 
He has already reported the laying down of 
the acting appointment and the review 
of the Sheng Chiin, which, together 
with Yii Lu, the Military Governor, he 
held during the present year. He must 
now in accordance with regulations pro- 
‘ceed to Kirin and Heilungchiang and 
inspect the troops in those districts. As 
‘a new body of troops, however, has been 
‘enrolled in Chutsihar he must go there 
first, and on the 22nd of October he pro- 
poses to start from Moukden and by way 
of Ch‘angt'u and Ch‘angch‘un reach Hei- 
lungchiang.—Let the Yamén concerned take 
note. 


REINSTATEMENT OF A DEFAULTING DISTRICT 
MAGISTRATE. 


The Governor of Shansi refers to the case 
-of Ping-yii, late Acting District Sub-Magis- 
trate at Kueihuach‘eng, who was degraded 
on account of defalcations in his accounts 
and given four months within which to 
make full restitution of the amount short, 
namely Tis. 1,550. 

A promise was made to him that should he 
pay the amount within the time mentioned 
‘apphcation would be made to get his rank 

restored. The Financial and Judicial Com- 
missioners now report that the amount has 
been repaid, and as this is evidence of some 
feeling of shame and zeal on the part of 
Ping-yti, memorialist prays that he be re- 
warded by the restoration of his former 
rank.— Granted: Let the Board take note. 


INTERCHANGE OF POSTS IN SHANSI. 


Liu Jui-chi, Governorof Shansi, asks that 
the sanction of the throne be granted in 
the following matter. 

It is of great importance that all Dis- 
trict Magistrates be the proper men for 
their posts, coming as they do into such 
intimate contact with the people. The 
magistracy of Chiang is conterminous with 
the borders of Honan, the mountainous 
nature of the country affords an easy re- 
fuge to evil-disposed individuals, the 
character of the residents is very bad, 
litigation is frequent, and on the whole it is 
considered a very difficult post to govern. 
The present Magistrate, Li Cheng-wel, is 60 
years old, and although no fault is to be 
found with his administration so far, yet 
his views are rather circumscribed and 
being somewhat unpractical he is hardly 
the man for the post. Memorialist has to 
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suggest that an exchange be effected be- 
tween him and Ho Jung-i, the Chin- 
yiian District Magistrate. The latter 
is 49 years of age and is a liberal- 
minded capable officer who would be 
in every way more suitable. Such an 
exchange would not infringe any existing 
regulations and would be very much to the 
advantage of the public service.—Let the 
Board of Civil Office consider and report. 
OFFICER PROCEEDING TO HIS POST HEARS OF 
THE DEATH OF HIS MOTHER AND HAS TO 
RETURN. 


Chang Shun, Governor of Kirin, pre 
sents a report from the Deputy Lieut.- 
General Chi Sheng-a, in which he states 
that Shuang-show, the newly appointed 
Military Assistant Governor command- 
ing at Kobdo, sent one of his retainers, a 
man named Wang Sheng, with a message 
to the effect that his master left his home 
in Kirin on the 24th of May to proceed to 
Peking, that he arrived in the capital on 
the 17th of July and was received in 
audience on the 18th and 24th. That 
thereafter he was anxious to proceed to his 
new post with as little delay as possible but 
that on arriving at Changchiak‘ou he found 
the roads impassable by reason of the floods. 
That on the 6th Aug. he received a telegram 
announcing the death of his mother on the 
previous day, and that on receiving the 
confirmation of this news by letter he re- 
ported the matter to the Board of War and 
asked for a hundred days’ leave for the pur- 
pose of returning home and mourning for 
his mother’s death. This leave was granted 
him and on the 28th of September (the 
servant went on to say) his master arrived 
at Kirin and sent him to ask that the date 
of his arrival be reported to the Throne in 
the usual way.—Noted. 


9th November. 
APPEAL CASE FROM SHANGHAI. 


Kang I, Governor of Kiangsu, reports 
full particulars of a case of alleged murder 
on the part of Yao Lan-chou, an employé 
in the office of the Shanghai Superintend- 
ent of Customs, which had been appealed 
to the Censorate at Peking, and referred 
by the Throne to the Governor, Sung Chiin, 
for a rehearing. The parties to this case 
are Ting Chin-chiian, a native of Chékiang, 
Huichihsjen, Yao Lan-chow, anative of the 
Shanghai hsien, and Hsii P‘u-sheng, alias 
Hsii Yiian-liu, of Huichi hsien, holder of a 
situation in the Grand Secretariat. Ting 
Chin-ch‘iian is Hsii P‘u-sheng’s maternal 
uncle and was the holder of a post in the 
Yamén of the Superintendent of Customs 
in which Yamén Yao Lan-chou was a sort of 
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head clerk. The names of these two on 
the official register are Chang Chin-hung 
and Yao Chen-hsin respectively. The de- 
ceased Hsii Chiian-yiian was Hsii P‘u- 
sheng’s grandfather, Hsit Jun-té and Chiin- 
jui, likewise deceased, his uncles, and Hsii 
Yiian-ho his brother. 


Ting Chin-chiian to begin with borrowed 


$100 from Hsii Jun-té. In the 6th moon 
of the 10th year of Kuang Hsii he found 
that he had no funds wherewith to replace 
certain public monies which had passed 
through his hands and which he had appro- 
priated, so he returned to his native village 
and made up a story which he told Hsii 
Chiian-yiian, to the effect that he had 
borrowed the above sum from Hsii Jun-té 
and was now unable to repay the loan. 
That moreover being in failing health he 
had resolved to retire from his official 
duties, but that should Hsii Pu-sheng feel 
inclined. to fill the vacancy he would in 
consideration of another $200 use his 
influence in Shanghai to get the latter 
appointed. Hsii Ch‘uan-yuan was a little 
doubtful as to Ting’s ability to carry 
out this promise and sent Jun-té to 
Shanghai to ask Yao Lan-chou if such 
a thing were practicable. Yao replied in 
the affirmative and they raised $200 
amongst their friends which they handed 
to Ting for the purpose of putting through 
the negotiation, agreeing to meet at Shang- 
hai in the autumn by which time all arrange- 
ments would probably be completed. At the 
time appointed Hsii Jun-té and Hsii P‘u- 
sheng proceeded to Shanghai, where to their 
surprise they discovered that Ting had in the 
meantime been degraded on account of 
peculation, and that they had been the 
victims of his dishonesty. They then went 
to see Yao Lan-chou who expressed his regret 
but could do nothing for them, whereupon 
Hsii Jun-té forthwith lodged a complaint at 
the Magistrate’s Yamén, and Hsii Ch‘iian- 
yiian on hearing thereof did his best to 
assist his relatives but all to no purpose. 
sii Ch‘iian-yiian was thus led to suspect 
that Ting and Yao had made a bargain to de- 
fraud the Hsii family, and after having a vio- 
lent altercation with Yao, went the next day 
and hanged himself outside Yao’s window. 
Yao made some unsuccessful attempts to 
restore the old man to life and then reported 
this matter to the Magistrate and informed 
the Hsii family of the sad occurrence. ‘I'he 
latter not wishing to be mixed up in an 
official enquiry gave Yao some money to 
prevent there being a regular inquest and 
proposed to take the body away and bury 
it. As however they had brought a charge 
against Tang and Yao of conspiracy to de- 
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fraud, Yao refused to be put off in this way. 
Thereupon:Hsii Jun-té and all the other 
members of his family went to Yao’s house: 
and made a disturbance which was only 
quelled after the police had been sent for. 
Not content with this they came a second 
time, whereupon Yao had them arrested 
and sent to prison. The Hsii family then 
accused Yao of causing the death of Hsii 
Chiian-yiian and orders were given to the 
District Magistrate to make a thorough 
investigation into’ the matter. Shortly 
afterwards Hsii Yiian-ho, Hsii Jun-té and 
Hsiti Chiin-jui died in gaol, whereupon 
Hsii P‘u-shengheld Yao responsible fortheir 
deaths. Some arrangement was eventually 
come to and the case to all appearances 
settled, but Hsii P‘u-sheng on returning 
home found all his relatives in such a state 
of grief and despair that he went to Peking 
and laid an appeal before the Censorate. 

Memorialist then received orders to look 
into the case and with the assistance of the 
Provincial Judge has come to the following 
decision. Ting Chin-ch‘iian for fraudulently 
obtaining money with the object of pur- 
chasing a vacancy in the public service is 
sentenced to three months’ cangue and 
transportation to the Fever Districts. Yao 
for aiding and abetting him, with the 
result that lives were lost, has been sen- 
tenced to sixty blows and one year’s banish- 
ment. Minor punishments have been award- 
ed to the others concerned. —Let the Board 
of Pirvishments consider and report. ' 


REWARDS FOR CONTRIBUTING TOWARDS THE 
FAMINE RELIEF FUND. 


Kang I reports the case of two officials 
who in obedience to the last wills and 
testaments of thei respective fathers con- 
tributed a sum of Tls. 1,000 each to the 
famine relief fund and he thinks such 
generosity should be rewarded by granting 
them permission to erect square tablets 
in their native villages with the four 
characters Le shan hao shih inscribed 
thercon.—Granted : Let the Board of Cere- 
monies take rote. 


INSPECTION OF THE VARIOUS ROADS DESIGNED 
TO WARD OFF THE DANGER OF FIRE FROM 
THE IMPERIAL TOMBS. 


Ying-lien, the Comptroller of the Imperial 
Household,announces his return from a visit 
to the Imperial tombs on which occasion he 
held an inspection of the various posts on 
guard there. He found the trees planted 
at. the back of the tombs to ward off geo- 
mantic influences in a flourishing condition, 
andthe hundred miles of road twenty chang 
broad, to ward off any danger from a grass 
or bush fire, in an excellent state of repair. 
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He impressed on the various officials 
concerned the necessity of continuing to 
exercise the greatest diligence in the ex- 
ecution of their duties.—Noted, 


THE CONTRIBUTIONS BY OFFICIALS IN KIANG- 
SU ON BEHALF OF FLOODED DISTRICTS. 


Kang I gives a list of contributions by 
the officials in his province during the dis- 
tress caused by the floods last year, in aid 
of which His Majesty likewise contributed 
out of the Privy Purse. 

Kang I himself and the Provincial Judge 
Huang Peng-mien gave Tls. 2,000 each, the 
Prefect of Soochow and Wuchin Magistrate 
each Tls. 500, and the Shensi Provincial 
Judge and the Chinkiang Prefect each Ts. 
500.—Let the Board of Revenue take note. 


10th November. 
MURDER CASE IN HONAN. 


Liao Shou-feng, acting Governor of 
Honan, reports a case of wilful murder in 
which three members of one family lost 
their lives. This case after having been 
duly investigated in the lower courts was 
again gone into by memorialist in person 
and the following facts established. The 
accused, Chang H‘ou-peng, was a _ hired 
servant of Li Chin-ting, a resident in the 
Hsinhsiang district; and there is no, reason 
to believe that there was any ill-feeling be- 
tween the two. On the morning of the 
28th of April Li Chin-ting and his wife went 
out to see some friends, and his two 
nephews, LiShu-lin and Li Han-lin, went to 
their work in the fields. In the afternoon 
Chang had reason to go into the inner 
rooms to fetch some water. Unfortunately 
his master’s daughter, Li Ch‘in-lan, was 
standing inside the door kneading flour, 
and in going in he pushed her over, 
whereupon she proceeded to abuse him in 
rather strong language. On coming out he 
was set upon by the girl's grandmother, 
Mrs. Li, née Huang, who accused him of 
wilfully behaving improperly towards Li 
Chin-lan and hit at him with her stick. 
Chang in self-defence took up a woodchop- 
per and knocked one of the old lady's 
fingers off, in addition to wounding on the 
forehead Li Lin-qui, her great-granddaugh- 
ter, who had come to her assistance. Mrs. Li 
then sat down on the fluor and, beginning 
to ery, told Chang to wait until her son 
came home, when he (Chang) would be sent 
to prison and sentenced to death for what 
he had done. At this stage of the pro- 
ceedings Chang's rage got the better of him, 
and a desire for murder entering his soul 
he hacked at the old woman again with 
his chopper and wounded her so severely 


that she died. He then likewise mur- 
dered Li Chin-lan and Li Lin-qui, who were 
standing in the room crying and abusing 
him. A tipao, Li Mien-ni, who heard their 
cries for help and came to their assistance 
was likewise so severely wounded that he 
died. Some neighbours then came in and 
succeeded in securing the murderer. 

Memorialist would point out that in 
accordance with law the penalty for mur- 
dering three members of one family is 
death by lingchih, and as the case in 
point is one of extreme gravity he has had 
the sentence carried out immediately and 
now reports for H.M.’s information.—Let 
the Board cf Punishments take note. 


DANGER TO A CITY ON THE NORTH BANK 
OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Liao Shou-feng submits a report dated 
the 18th of September from Wang Liu-sen, 
Magistrate of Yii-hsien in the Huaich‘ing 
Prefecture. The Magistrate states that 
his city is situated close to the Yel- 
low River, and that about 2 lt from the 
city wall there used to be an embank- 
ment for its protection, to the S.W. 
of which was a smaller embankment 
called Chinti. 1t is now forty years since 
any funds have been expended on these 
two embankments, and naturally they have 
fallen very much into disrepair. As, how- 
ever, during past years the Yellow River 
has shown an inclination to flow along the 
south shore this did not much matter. 
But on the 30th of August a sandbank 
formed on the south shore, the force of 
the current took a northerly direction and, 
gradually approaching the Chinti, swept 
away the latter in several places, There- 
upon not only did the Magistrate set to 
work to repair the breaches but did also 
at the important points raise a new em- 
bank ment, which likewise was washed down 
as soon as erected ; and the danger to the 
city being most imminent o request was 
addressed to the provincial authorities for 
assistance. Memorialist, considering that 
hitherto no public monies had been ex- 
pended on the maintenance of the embank- 
ments round Yii-hsien which have been 
kept up more or less by the people of the 
district, but that now the river showing a 
tendency to encroach on the north bank it 
is greatly to be feared that that side of the 
river will be included in the area which it an- 
nually devastates, sent deputies without de- 
lay to co-operate with the Magistrate. From 
reports forwarded to him by the Hopei Tao- 
tai and from drawings forwarded him by the 
Magistrate, memorialist has come to the con- 
clusion that a stone breakwater is absolutely 
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necessary before any steps can be taken to 
change the course of the current, and that it 
will be of the first importance to send some 
officers with a thorough knowledge of river 
work to superintend operations. On re- 
ceiving further details and an estimate of 
the cost memorialist will again report. — 
Let the Board of Works take note. 


11th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Some time ago Hsin Chi reported that 
the locks of the store-rooms to the south of 
the Hungi Ko had been tampered with, and 
when in pursuance of Our orders the officers 
of the Household made an investigation 
they found that such had been the case, 
and that on going over the contents 
of the Imperial wardrobe three sashes (7) 
were found missing. That within the pre- 
cincts of Our palace thieves should be able to 
carry on their operations shows that there is 
something very wrong somewhere, and We 
have to direct the Metropolitan Police to 
make strenuous endeavours to have the 
criminals arrested. 


CAPTURE AND EXECUTION OF SALT 
SMUGGLERS, 


Kang I, Governor of Kiangsu, in a long 
memorial gives a detailed report of the 
misdoings of a band of salt smugglers 
who for some time past have been carry- 
ing on their illegal trade in defiance of 
the salt authorities and their cruisers. They 
used to convoy boats laden with salt past 
the various stations and if any attempt were 
made to stop them, open fire, sometimes 
even going the length of capturing the 
guard-boats and annexing the armament 
thereof. They have however at length been 
thoroughly defeated and their ringleader 
brought to the provincial capita] and sum- 
marily beheaded. Mewmorialist goes on to 
- ask for sundry rewards for officers who 
distinguished themselves in effecting the 
arrest of the most notorious of the criminals, 
—Let the Bvard concerned consider and 
report. 


REQUEST OF A SUBALTERN OF THE GUARDS TO 
EFFECT AN EXCHANGE, 


Ch‘ang Shun, Governor of Kirin, prefers 
a request on behalf of Sung Lin, a subaltern 
in the Imperial Guard, asking that he be 
allowed to exchange his present post at the 
capital for one in his native district of Kirin. 
The reason he gives is that when racently 
home on leave he found his mother in very 
poor health, and as the old lady is over 
seventy years old and very loth to part 
with her son, he asks if it might not .be 


possible to effect some such exchange as 
above indicated.—-Granted : Let the Board 
of War take note. | 


HEAVY RAINS IN HUNCH‘UN AND NINGKUTA 
DISTRICTS, 


Ch‘ang Shun presents a report by Ngen 
Tsé, Acting Brigade General for the Hun- 
ch‘un district, stating that from the 29th 
of August right up till the 12th of Septem- 
ber rain fell in almost uninterrupted tor- 
rents, causing the rivers to overflow their 
banks, washing away the city walls and 
changing the whole country into one vast sea. 
About the 14th of September the rain ceased 
and the water bevinning to drain off some- 
what, the General sent several weiywuns to 
enquire into the amount of damage done. 
These report that whole villages have 
in some cases been swept away, the inhabi- 
tants saving themselves by taking refuge on 
rising ground. It is difficult to state 
exactly the amount of damage done, but 
some steps will have to be taken to relieve 
the sufferers. 

Memorialist also presents a report from 
the Brigade General at Ningkuta telling a 
similar tale of rain and floods. As however 
the distress in Hunch‘un seems to be 
greater, telegraphic orders have been issued 
directing the various officials concerned to 
use every means in their power to look 
after the destitute and relieve their wants. 

Throughout the rest of memorialist’s juris- 
diction there has been no great deviation 
from the normalstate of the weather andthe 
crops show promise Of a very fair harvest. — 
Noted: Let every relief be extended to the 
sufferers and care be taken that none leave the 
district. 


ABOLITION OF TWO STATIONS FOR THE COLLEC-~ 
TION OF DUTY ON OIL IN KIRIN. 


Some four years ago it was fuund that 
the oil producers of Shuangch‘engp‘u were 
in the habit of exporting their oi] and sell- 
ing it elsewhere with a view to escaping 
payment of duty. In order to put a stop 
to this, two barrier stations were established 
on the frentier where all oil on which no 
duty had been paid was to be taxed. Chang 
Shun now reports that the revenue of these 
stations does not cover the amount they 
cost to keep up and suggests that they be 
abulished as being practically of no use. He 
proposes that for the future all oil whether 
intended for export or not should pay duty 
at the place at which it is produced, such 
being the only plan by which the systema- 
tic evasion now practised can be checked, 
—Let the Board of Revenue consider. 
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12th November. 
IMPERIAL DECREE. 

Liu Ming-ch‘uan, in reporting the death 
at his post of Su Té-sheng, Brigade General 
of the Chien-ning (Fukien) Brigade, has 
asked Us to recognise his services. 

The deceased entered the army during 
the reign of Hsien Féng and served with 
great distinction in the Central Provinces. 
His services were then applied for by Liu 
Ming-ch‘uan to assist the Jatter in sub- 
duing the aborigines, but unfortunately he 
fell a victim to the climate and died while 
on active service. 

We hereby give permission for the 
erection of a memorial chapel at Taipei Fu, 
and his name may be added to those in the 
‘‘Chao Chung” shrines of his native place 
and in those near the scenes of his most dis- 
tinguished exploits. The latter will be duly 
recorded by the Imperial Historiographers. 
His wife not wishing to survive her hus- 
band starved herself to death,and the award 
asked for her is hereby granted. Let the 
yamén concerned take note. 

(These Chao Chung Tz‘1, as they arecalled, 
are shrines erected for the purpose of con- 
taining the tablets of the distinguished 
men of the district who are yet not eligible 
for the higher honour of a shrine all to 
themselves, or who as in the present in- 
stance haveone erected to their memory 
elsewhere but whose name it is likewise 
desirable to record at other places. —7Z'rans- 
lator’s note. | 

CLEARING OF AN OFFICIAL FROM 
A CHARGE OF PECULATION. 


Wang Wen-shao, at the instance of the 
Reorganisation Board of the Yiinnan Pro- 
vince, goes into a charge of appropriating 
military funds and making away with 
military stores brought against a Colonel 
named Lung Wen-tsao, in 1882. The matter 
was fully gone into by the late Governor 
General and it was established without a 
doubt that the charge was utteriy unfound- 
ed. Some of the military stvres in his 
charge were worn outand useless, but their 
value, some Tls. 53, was repaid by him in 
full to the Board. 

Under these circumstances and taking 
into consideration the fact that he is still 
@ comparatively young man anda very able 
oficer, memorialist would ask that H.M. be 
graciously pleased to reinstate him in his 
former position.—Granted: Let the Board 
of War tuke note, 


13th November. 


COURT NEWS. 
The Marquis Ch‘eng (lineal descendant 
of the Miug Emperors) reports his return 
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from the Ming tombs where he offered the 
usual sacrifices. 

The Emperor will proceed to-morrow to 
the Nanhai to visit the Empress Dowager 
and on his return hold the Palace Exam- 
ination of the new military graduates. 


IMPERIAL DECREE. 


Ching-hsin and Wang Ming-luan have 
handed in the report which We recently 
ordered them to make in connection with 
the memorial presented by the censorate on 
behalfof Yii Yin-lin, lateProvincial Treasurer 
of Formosa, in which he accuses the high 
officials of presenting a false statement in 
regard to the circumstances under which 
his brother was degraded. They proceeded 
to Kirin and after investigation established 
the following facts :— 

Two years ago the autumn crops in 
Potounating were far below the average, 
and on the people representing the dis- 
tress to which they were reduced, the 
Military Governor set aside a sum for their 
relief. He moreover reported: to the 
Throne six times the distress prevalent 
throughout his province and the means he 
had taken by remission of taxes and dis- 
tribution of grain to aid the sufferers. 
Potounating was included in these reports 
so that he cannot be said to have concealed 
the distress there. 

The levying of the extra goods tax was 
approved of by the Throne and the amount 
collected remitted in full, but since the 
ninth year of Kuang Hsii it was given 
into the hands of the gentry to collect, and 
their accounts are full of discrepancies. 
Yii Yin-lin’s statement that the surplus of 
this fund was devoted to the maintenance 
of the college is not in accordance with 
fact, as it was all appropriated by the 
T‘ien-te-yii_ establishment, a shop owned 
by the Yii family. His other assertion 
that the accounts of the two institutions 
were kept separate is likewise false. With 
reference to the annoyance caused to the 
holders of notes of the cash shops belong- 
ing to the Yii family by being sent from 
one shop to the other before they could 
get their notes cashed, it has been ascer- 
tained that in the fourth moon of last year, 
the Governor issued orders forbidding such 
& practice, but that these orders were 
entirely ignored. Yii Chung-lin, although 
in mourning, was constantly frequenting 
the yaméns, and under pretext of public 
business seeking to advance his own in- 
terests. On the carts used for the transport 
of his goods he used to hoist a flag with his 
official rank inscribed thereon, and although 
there is no positive proof of his having 
evaded the revenue, still he did not take 
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any pains to avoid suspicion in that 
respect. The above results of the inves- 
tigation being supported by satisfactory 
evidence we have to point out that Yu 
Yin-lin can in no wise escape blame in 
that he did not use his influence to put 
a stop to these malpractices on the part 
of the other members of his.family, and in 
that he ventured, after the case had been 
decided, to bring a charge of false represen- 
tation against those concerned.—Let the 
Board consider what punishment shall be 
inflicted on him. 

Chang Shun, the Governor, although he 
displayed zeal in directing the enquiry to 
be made, yet failed to get at the bottom of 
the matter and is likewise culpable. 


CLOSING OF THE BREACH IN THE YUNGTING 
RIVER. 


Li Hung-chang reports the completion of 
the works in connection with the breach in 
the Yungting river and asks that rewards be 
bestowed on several officials who have dis- 
tinguished themselves.—A separate Decree 
will be published. 


STATE OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 

Chang Yao, Governor of Shantung, and 
the Director of the Yellow River works 
send in separate memorials on the state of 
the Yellow River. They have pleasure in 
reporting that the precautions adopted have 
proved successful. and that the autumn 
freshets have passed over without any 
damage having been done, 


ERECTION OF A TENPLE TO THE GUARDIAN 
SPIRIT OF THE YELLOW RIVER. 


Chang Yao states that it was found to 
be absolutely necessary to erect a shrine 
to the Guardian Spirit of the Yellow River 
at the provincial capital, seeing that for now 
over thirty years the river has emptied 
itself into the sea within the contines of the 
Shantung province. Last year funds were 
collected for this purpose and the building 
completed during ,the course of this sum- 
mer, The autumn freshets having passed 
without accident memorialist would res- 
pectfully request His Majesty to consider 
the advisability of bestowing a tablet on 
the new shrine in recognition of the divine 
favour.—A separate Decree will be published. 


14th November. 
SALTWORKS AT ISHUI HSIEN. 


Chang Yao announces a proposal of 
handing the salbworks at Ishui Hsien over 
to merchants. and allowing them to work 
the salt, at the same time strictly putting 
down all harrying of the people by the 
ofticers of the preventive service. 
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Memorialist on the 14th of May received 
a despatch from the Grand Council stating 
that the censorate had been informed by 
one of the Shantung gentry that there were 
many abuses connected with the official 
administration of the salt works in the pro- 
vince, and H.M. had given orders that the 
Governor beinformedthereof. On receipt of 
this despatch memorialist at once instructed 
the Financial Commissioner and the Salt 
Commissioner to lonk into the matter and 
report. This they have done, and from 
their report it appears that in 1850 an 
Imperial Commission sat on this very ques- 
tion, and the result of the commission was 
a recommendation that the salt works which 
had hitherto been in the hands of mer- 
chants should be placed under official con- 
trol, and that a force of fifty men be 
established to prevent smuggling. For 
several years past no complaints of need- 
less annoyance caused by them have been 
reported, and the statement that they 
number three or four hundred strong 1s 
inaccurate. They are of course a bold, self- 
willed set of men and unless properly 
kept under control individual instances of 
undue severity in the exercise of their 
duties might occur; but if duly looked 
after by those in charge of them there 
ought to be no grievance of that kind. 
Memorialist and the two Commissioners 
have gone very carefully into the proposal 
brought forward by the Censorate and have 
resolved as a trial to give the Ishui Hsien 
salt works in charge of reliable traders, 
to be conducted by them under the old 
regulations, with authority to hire no more 
than the regulation number of searchers. 
These works having been for now forty 
years in the hands of officials, there will 
naturally beageod deal of secret obstruction ; 
but reliable officers will be sent to maintain 
order, so that the merchants may carry on 
the business without having to entertain 
any apprehensions on that account. Memo- 
rialist and the Salt Commissioner will take 
every care to see that the scheme works 
smoothly, and it is be hoped that the 
locality and the salt revenue will be bene- 
fited by the change.--Let the Board of 
Revenue consider and report, 


INCREASE IN RANK IN CONSIDERATION OF 
SUBSCRIBING MONEY TOWARDS FAMINE 
RELIEF. 


Chang Yao reports that the Salt Commis- 
sioner of Shantung, Feng Shen-t‘ai, in 
obedience to the wishes of his deceased 
father did lately contribute Tls. 2,250 
towards Famine Relief, and requests that 
he be raised to the first grade of official 
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Recommendations of two other officials 


the second grade.—Granted. Let the Bourd | follow, but after the above graphic and 


concerred tuke rote. 
REWARD FOR SPECIAL SERVICES ON THE 
YELLOW RIVER, 

Hsiit Chen-i, Director General of the 
Yellow River, begs to bring to H.M.’'s 
notice the fuct that of late years recoum- 
mendations on account of special service 
in connection with the Yellow River have 
been too freely bestowed, and would suggest 
that Viceroys and Governors be instructed to 
be very careful as to making such recommen- 
dations. because the onus of proving that 
an officer deserves distinction lies on them ; 
all the Bourd can do is to see if the promo- 
tion asked for can be granted within the 
regulations. Memorialist would net dare 
to put forward his humble view had he not 
Teason to believe, from what he has seen 
with his own eyes, that a very unsatisfac- 
tory state of things in this respect exists at 
the present moment. He will make it his 
duty as far as he is concerned to carefully 
discriminate, recommending the deserving 
only and impeaching the undeserving. 
He has, however, in the present instance to 
bring forward the merits of an officer whose 
services warrant: the designation of more 
than extraordinary services. 

‘he individualin question is the intendant 
of the Hupel Circuit, Wei Kuei-sen, and the 
circumstances which Jead memorialist to re- 
commend hin for distinction are as fullows. 
About the end of June or the beginning 
of July there were very heavy rains, and 
the Ch‘in river in one day rose eighteen 
feet, threatening to burst its banks and 
seattcr desolation and ruin among ten 
thousand homes. Wei Kuei-sen, regard- 
less of the fact that several boats had 
already been upset by the current and 
those on board drowned, at once set 
over towards the north bank, in spite 
of the tearful entreaties of the officials 
and the people, who prayed him to have 
regard for his own life. He brought con- 
solation to the threatened villagers and, 
setting to work, proceeded to pull down the 
houses and walls, getting young and old to 
assist him in filling up the breaches. By 
dint of working day and night soaked to 
the skin and covered with mud he and he 
alone has the credit of having averted a 
great catastrophe. ‘To this memorialist can 
bear personal testimony, aud the people 
and gentry when they saw and heard thereof 
asked, ‘‘If these be not special services 
what are?’’ Under these circumstances he 
would request that Wei be placed at the 
head of the expectant roll and be appointed 
to the very first vacancy that arises. 











exciting description their exploits possess 
little tnterest.—A separate decree will be 


published. 
15th November. 


REQUEST FOR AN ADDITION TO THE NUMBER 
OF LITERARY GRADUATES ALLOWED IN 
A DISTRICT. 


The Viceroy at Nanking submits an ap- 
plication from the scholars and gentry of 
the Funing district in which they pray 
that an increase may be authorised in the 
number of graduates allotted to the locality 
under the existing law. The district, it is 
explained, was created in 1731 and com- 
prised same 200: of new ground formed 
by alluvial accretions, together with certain 
portions of what had formerly been the Shan- 
yang and Yench‘éng districts. At first the 
new district was allotted twelve graduates, 
but as the number of candidates for examiina- 
tion did not reach a hundred, four of these 
were svon restored to the two districts from 
which they had origmally been taken. It 
was understood that as soon as the number 
of the competitors reached 300, the full 
complement of places should again be placed 
at the disposal of the district. When Li 
Hung-chang was Governor of the province 
he found the candidates had increased 
to six or seven hundred and asked that 
the district should be classed as a medium 
one fur examination purposes. The Board, 
however, considered that the literary 
standing of the place did not justify 
more than an addition of four to the 
number previously allowed. In subsequent 
years the area of the district received enor- 
Inous accessions of new land. raised by allu- 
vial deposits and a proportionate increase 
took place in the receipts from the land 
revenue. The number of the candidates 
having risen to over a thousand, eight new 
places were added tothe list of the successful 
competitors in 1862, but three years ago four 
of these were given tothe two neighbouring 
districts to make up the complement of 
ermduates they possessed at the time Fu- 
ning was created a separate district. The 
latter place is, therefore, little better off 
than it was long before it hadattained its pre- 
sent area and the comparatively high literary 
reputation it now enjoys, and in order to 
satisfy the reasonable aspirations ‘of its 
people, it is asked that the number of 
graduates may be raised to twenty and 
permanently retained at that figure without 
prejudice to any claims that may hereafter 
be advanced by the adjoining districts. — 
Referred to the consideration of the Boaid. 


ew - 


16th November. 
APPOINTMENTS. 

K‘ung Ch‘ing-fu, the Chief Secretary of 
the Tsung-h Yaiuén, is gazetted Intendant 
of the Hanhuangté Circuit (Taotai at 
Hankow), the post which the Viceroy Chang 
Chih-tung recently recommended should be 
conferred upon the Ichang Taotai, also a 
former Secretary of the Yamén. 

Huang-yiin is appointed [ntendant of the 
Lanchon Circuit in Kansu. 


RECOMMENDATION BY DIRECTOK-GENERAL 
OF YELLOW RIVER IN FAVOUR OF FORMER 
DIRECTOR-GENERAL, 


Hsii Chén-yi, the Director-General of 
the Yellow River, submits a favourable 
notice of the services rendered to the 
public interests in Honan by Ch‘éng-fu, 
the former Director-General, who was 
degraded in connection with the breach at 
Chéngechou. After the disaster Ch‘éng-fu 
is said to have exerted himself to the 
utmost in relieving the sufferings of the 
people, the amount disbursed by himself 
for this purpose being no less than Ts. 
6,000, while he was the means of raising 
tens of thousands of taels amongst his 
friends. Petitions have poured in not only 
upon memorialist but upon his predecessor 
and the Governor of Honan, begging that 
Ch‘éne-fu’s offence should be condoned 
but they have invariably been rejected 
as involving a breach of propriety. It 
is not considered right, however, that 
his humane conduct in rescuing so many 
people from inevitable death should he 
allowed to pass untirely unnoticed, and 
the memorialist merely ventures to report 
the facts, leaving the particular form of 
recognition that should be accorded to the 
gracious pleasure of his Imperial Master. — 
Reseript: Let the Boud of Revenue consider 
the proper form of commendation. 


DAMAGE TO LIFE AND PROPERTY BY FLOODS 
AND STORMS IN KANSU, 


The Viceroy of the Shen-Kan provinces 
reports a series of minor calamities which 
have befallen certain districts within his 
jurisdiction. He prefaces his account by 
stating that the rainfall was very evenly 
distributed in Kansu last summer and that 
a very good harvest has on the whole 
been secured. To this, however, there 
are not a few exceptions. In eight depart- 
ments and districts heavy hailstorms des- 
troyed the standing grain just as it was 
ripening for the harvest, and the condi- 
tion of the people has necessitated the 
adoption of measures of relief. In the 
Tingan district an earthquake wade a 
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chasm ina mountain valley which swallowed 
up a large number of cattle and engulfed 
several households. Floods caused great 
damage to the crops in the Shantan dis- 
trict, the walls of tlie town of that name 
being demolished and three people swept 
away by the waters. 

In the Wén Hsien district 280 chien of 
buildings were levelled to the ground and 
thirty-two people, besides a great mumber 
of cattle, were drowned by a mountain 
torrent which rushed down into the plain 
and carried all before it. The sufferers 
are being supplied with seed corn and are 
to be assisted generally in their effurts to 
recover their former position. 


17th November. 
MURDER CASE IN CHILI. 


A family consisting of two brothers and 
one sister lived in the Chingchou district 
of Chihli. The sister married intoa family 
of the name of Jén and was soon left 
a widow with two sons alive. She asked 
her elder brother, Tu-ts‘ai, who had been a 
gambler but was now a reformed character, 
to undertake the management of her 
affairs. During the visit of a relative Tu- 
ts‘ai became intoxicated one day and was 
taken to task by his widowed sister for his 
behaviour, An altercation took place be- 
tween the pair; words led to-blows and in 
the end the woman was mortally wounded 
on the forehead. Her two boys were 
witnesses of the occurrence, and their 
uncle, the murderer, determined to prevent 
them from telling the tale of their mother’s 
death. Taking them each by the throat he 
strangled them, and fearing that life was 
not quite extinct, he battered then with 
bricks about the head until he felt sure that 
his deed was completed. A friend who 
visited the house next morning was the first 
to discover the crime. ‘The case against 
Tu-tsai was fully established and he him- 
self had made a full confession of his guilt 
when, all at once, he retracted his previous 
statement and accused a man uaned Jén 
of the murder. His brother Tu-lio-érle 
believed his version of the affur and 
embodied it ina petition which he presented 
in the first instance to the local authorities 
and subsequently to the Censorate in 
Peking. A fresh investigation of the whole 
affair was held under orders from Peking 
and the facts were proved as stated above. 
The murderer died in prison while the 
hearing of the case was still going on, and 


_ one of his principal witnesses through whom 


he attempted to prove an alibi shared a 
similar fate. His brother, who was acquit- 
ted of any intention of involving innocent 
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people in his charges, was sentenced to 
tifty blows, but he is to receive the benefit 


-of the recent Ammesty Act. 


CONTRIBUTIONS TOWARDS FAMINE RELIEF 
IN CHIHLI. 


The Governor of Anhui states that on 
learning of the grave disaster which befell 
the province of Chihhi this year he advanced 
a sum of Tis. 30,000 which was transmitted 
to the north for the relief of the distress. 
He started a subscription list for the 
repayment of the money, heading it with 
a donation vf Tis. 1,000, from himself and 
the whole amount has now been raised. 
Moved by compassion for the suffering of 
his countrymen in the rigerous climate of 
the north, he has had 4,000 wadded coats 
anade and forwarded by sea to the care of the 
Viceroy at Tientsin. He claims no reward 
for his action, which is but a poor return 
for all the favours which have been heaped 
upon him by the Throne.—escripé: We 
command the Board of Revenue to decide 
upon a suitable reward for Shéw Ping- 
ch'éng, 

18th November. 


EXTENSION OF TELEGRAPH SYSTEM TO 
MOMEIN. 


The Viceroy of Ytinnan and Kueichow, 
Wang Wén-shao, and T’an Chiin-p‘ei, the 
Governor of the latter province, submit a 
joint memorial in which they report that the 
line of telegraph communication in Yiinnan 
has been extended to Momein and request 
that the Emperor may be pleased to confer 
rewards upon the otiicers whose meritorious 
services have contributed towards the com- 
pletion of the work. They explain that the 
project of constructing a line from Yiinnan 
Futo Momein for the purpose of estalblish- 
ing counmunication with the south-western 
frontier was set-ou foot immediately after 
the telegraph system of Yiinnan was con- 
nected with that of Szechuan, Kueichow 
and Canton, and add that the undertaking 
having been submitted to the Throne by 
the high authorities of the provinces con- 
cerned it received the Imperial sanction. 
A list of the ofticers detailed for service in 
connection with the work was forwarded to 
the Board by Tan Chiiu-p‘et who was 
then acting Governor General of the 
Yiin Kuei provinces. The task of making 
the preliminary surveys was entrusted 
to Pi-ch‘ang, an expectant Prefect on the 
Kuangsi establishment, assisted by the 
foreign artisan, Jensen. With them was 
associated an expectant Prefect of the 
Yiinnan staff named Ling Ying-wu who was 
charged with seeing that the local authori- 
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ties along the line of route furnished the 
necessary supply of telegraph poles. Part of 
the materials was procured from the surplus 
stock in Szechuan and the remainder had 
to be conveyed from Shanghai by way 
of Luchou in Szechuan, under the care of 
officers specially deputed for the purpose. 
On reaching Yiinnan the materials were 
divided into portions and stored at Ch‘u- 
hsiung, Tali Fu, Yungch‘ang Fu and other 
places on the way between Yiinnan Fu and 
Momein. The task of surveying the route 
aud procuring the supply of poles occupied 
from March 1888 to the 23rd of Febru- 
ary 1889. The construction of the line 
was commenced on the latter date and was 
completed on the 30th of May following. 
The distance from Yiinnan Fu to Momein 
is 1,600 2i (530 miles) and the route les 
through a mountainous and densely wooded 
country where frequently no trace of habi- 
tation occurs for over a hundred li. The 
work was carried on by day under a blaz- 
ing sun which caused intense thirst, while 
by night the men were obliged to camp out 
in the open and were continually disturbed 
by the howling of wolves and tigers. The 
Mekong, the Salween, and the Stweilei 
had all to be crossed in fever-stricken 
localities. The passage of the Salween, in 
particular, is attended with horror. It is 
the river which is mentioned in history as 
having been crossed by Chu Koliang, the 
great general of the Han period. Its waters 
are muddy and turbulent and so deadly 
that the feet of men and hoofs of horses 
rot and drop off after contact with them. 
The officers and men of the expedition 
crossed the river on rafts construsted of 
coils of wire and only reached the oppe- 
site bank after a very hard struggle. The 
season being summer, the malaria was 
at its worst, and no less than ten members 
of the party succumnbed to its effects during 
the three days occupied in carrying the 
telegraph line across the river. The difti- 
culties connected with the construction of 
this extension line have, the memorialists 
state, been far greater than any experienced 
in first introducing the telegraph system 
into Yitnnan, avd they ask that the ofticers 
engaged on the work may receive rewards 
on the same scale as is accorded in practice 
for the safe transmission of urgent messages 
from the field of battle.—Rescript: We 
accede to the above request. Let the Board 
concerned take note. . 


19th November. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR DISTRESS IN CHIHLI. 
The Viceroy Li Hung-chang submits a 
favourable recommendation to the Throne 





on behalf of two officers who have gener- 
ously subscribed towards the relief of the 
distress prevailing in Chihl. ‘he Prefect 
of Tientsin, Tsou Chén-yo, prompted by the 
dying belests of his parents gave a dona- 
tion of Tls. 1,000 and has received per- 
nussion to erect a portal to their memory 
at lis native place in Shantung, The 
second vfticial mentioned by the Viceroy is 
an expectant Prefect named Huang Chiin- 
han, who subscribed Ts. 10,000 towards 
the repair of an enbankment in the western 
portion of the district of Tientsin. It 
is aSked that he should be given the rank 
of T'aotai and his case has been referred to 
the consideration of the Board. 


20th November. 
WORK AT THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 


The Viceroy at Foochow who is also 
acting as Superintendent of the Arsenal 
states that after the construction of the 
ironclad vessel which was given over to the 
Viceroy Li last spring, the establishment 
has been chiefly engaged in building two 
gunboats, the Kuangyt and Aacngpiny, 
for the Canton Government. The former 
vessel would be ready within a month 
for her trial trip and the latter had received 
all her principal fittings and was rapidly 
approaching completion. Work was very 
slack in all the workshops connected with 
the arsenal, and it was thought a pity to 
employ skilled artificers drawing high pay 
in performing miscellaneous jobs. Another 
gunboat, the Kuurugting, was being built 
for the Canton Government, her hull, as 
reported by the late superintendent, having 
been put together nearly a year ago. Since 
then, however, the Viceroy at Canton 
wrote to ask that her construction should 
bo deferred for the present. Over 13,000 
days’ labour had already been spent 
upon her and more than a third of 
the total materials had been purchased. 
Rather than stop her construction at such 
an advanced stage, the Viceroy proposes to 
have her completed during the present 
slack season and to take her over on behalf 
of the Fukien Government. Should the 
Canton authorities still require a gunboat, 
the Arsenal guarantees to build them a 
suitable substitute. This arrangement, 
while providing employment for the Arsenal, 
will prevent the materials belonging to the 
Canton authorities from lying indefinitely 
unusel, As regards the expenditure upon 
her crew and current outlay generally, the 
matter will be arranged by the Reorganisa- 
tion Board who may have to draw upon 
the allowances allotted to the Fupo and 
Shénhang. 











—— 
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2tst November. 
CENSUS OF THE POPULATION OF KUANGSI. 


The Governor of Kuangsi acknowledges. 
tlie receipt of a communication from the 
Board of Revenue in which it was pointed 
out that his province and five others had 
failed to forward census returns for the 
year 1888. No returns had, it was added, 
been received from Kuangsi between the 
years 1857 and 1887, and before the former: 
date the departments of Yungan, Ch‘uan- 
chow and several others had failed-frequent- 
ly tu supply the ne essary returns of popula- 
tion and of grain stored in the government 
granaries. The Board asked that these 
omissions should now, as far as possible, 
be mace good. The Lieutenant-Governor, 
who was called upon to report on the 
subject, states that ever since the time of 
Hsien Féng when the province was ravaged 
by the rebellion, the population of Kuangsi 
has been of such a shifting and uncertain 
nature that no accurate census returns. 
were procurable. Quite recently the people 
have been returning to their old homes and 
the country has been gradually assuming a 
more settled condition. Complete census 
returns fer the year 1888 have now been 
received from the eleven Prefectures and 
three departments into which the province 
is divided. ‘he total return for the whole 
province gives the number of households. 
as 1,235,649, containing a population of 
4,094,639 males and 3,414,087 females, or: 
7,508,726 souls in all. Since the rebellion 
there has practically been no supply of 
grain stored in the Government granarics. 
The total return gives only 827 piculs dis-. 
tributed over three districts, As iegards the 
census returns prior to 1887 the Lieutenant- 
Governor asserts, and in this he is strongly 
supported by the Governor, that it would 
be utterly hopeless to try to arrive at any 
estimate of the population during those 
years. The present return will serve as t 
basis for future statements of the kind, 
the necessary additions and deductions. 
being made at fixed intervals. 

22nd November. 
IMPERIAL DECREF. 

Liu K‘un-i is appointed to the vacant 
post of Governor-General of the Liang 
Kiang. Until his arrival Shén Ping-chéng 
will continue to act for him. 

23rd November. 
REPAIRS TO BUILDINGS, ETU., IN AND 
AROUND THE CAPITAL. 

The Grand Secretary Chang Chih-wan, 
Comptroller-Geueral of the Board of 
Revenue, hands in a report on the public: 
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works that will have to be undertaken in 
and around the capital ino consequence 
of the heavy rains during the summer. 

Memorialist would observe that in the 
sixth moon of the present year there was an 
unusually heavy rainfall which has caused 
damage to about tifty per cent. of the 
public buildings and prisate dwelling- 
houses; and official reports as to necessary 
repairs are received in constant succession. 
Some of these have already been submitted 
to the Throne and the repairs sanctioned, 
e.g. the repairs to the Ch‘ien-ch*‘ing-hung, 
the Nan Yiian and the Manchu camp be- 
yond the Wan-shou-shan lake. An _ es- 
timate of the cost of other repairs has 
been drawn up but no funds issued, such 
as the repairs to the T'ang-tzu-tien, the 
Ta‘i-sin-tien, the Imperial Buttery, the 
barracks at Yiian-ming-yiian, the Board of 
Punishments and drains of the inner city. 
Other repairs again have been reported but 
Oo estimate made of their cost. Thesearethe 
repairs to the inner and outer walls of the 
Imperial city and much needed repairs to 
the city walls themselves. 

The inore important works that have to 
be attended to are not Jess than several 
thousand in number, and as .the sums to 
be spent vary, it is difficult to compute the 
total cost, which however will in any case 
exceed several million taels. Memorialist 
has very carefully gone into the matter and 
herewith presents a list of the more im- 
portant repairs in the order in which they 
ought tu be carried out. (1) the Altars of 
Heaven and Earth, and the temples, (2) 
the palace, (3) the city walls, (4) the bar- 
racks, (5) the public offices, (6) the city 
drains. ‘These must be undertaken but can- 
not all be carried on at the same time. The 
damage by rain was twofold; in some cases 
the buildings subsided and gave way and 
in others the reof only suffered. Aiongst 
the reports handed in however are enunie- 
rated several repairs to buildings which in 
the course of years have fallen to pieces 
wud for which every now and again funds 
are appropriated, but these memorialist has 
all struck out. It will be impossible to 
execute seme repairs as the geomantic 
influences will be unfavourabie and in some 
cases where the expenditure will be very 
great it will be necessary to distribute the 
work over two or three years. The Board 
will make it its duty to see. that everything 
is carried out in the most economical 
manner possible. —Decree already published. 

ANNUAL APPROPRIATION FOR WORKS ON 

THE YELLOW RIVER. 

Chang Chih-wan refers to the report by 

the Director-General of the Yellow River 





regarding proposed reforms in connection 
with the river works, and the Imperial 
Rescript thereon, directing the Board con- 
cerned to take note, which was issued on 
the Sth of October. 

The original report stated tnfer alia that 
the most important thing to consider in 
river works was the snfeyuarding of the 
dangerous points and only after that had 
been done should regard,be had to economy. 
The funds devoted to works on the river 
have a variety of names, and applications 
for these have to be made to the Provincial 
Treasury, which after long delay issues the 
necessary money, amounting every year tu 
over «ls. 600,000: so that when there is 
need of the money no preparation can be 
made to meet tle sudden demand, and 
when there is no need for it it is simply 
pocketed. It is therefore proposed to make 
w change inthe regulations and apply for a 
yearly fixed sum of 'Tls. 600,000 to be called 
‘* fixed allowance per year for repairs ”’ out 
of which the cost of all ordinary repairs will 
have to be met; no increase to be applied 
for and all previous names for the various 
monies to be done away with. Of this 
amount ‘ls. 480,000 shall go to the seven 
T’ings, who shall make four quarterly 
applications to the Provincial Treasury for 
the same, and Tls. 120,000 to the Ho Fang 
Chii, who will send a deputy to receive the 
money. Thus itis hoped that every cash 
will be devoted to the original purpose, and 
should any further abuses arise the Director- 
General will take the responsibility on 
himself. It also states that regarding the 
memorial presented by the Supervising 
Censor Chang Tving-liao calling for the 
abolition of the many abuses connected 
with the river works and asking thata special 
sum be appropriited to defray the oftice 
expenses of the various offices connected 
therewith, memorialist would observe that 
there are eleven yaméns connected with 
tle river works, the expenses of which taken 
all in allare not under Tls. 75,000, and 
would ask that this be taken as the fixed 
allowance. With reference to the foregoing 
memorialist would submit thaton enquiry 
he finds that in 1864 the then Director of 
the Yellow River applied for a yearly fixed 
allowance of Tls. 20,000 but that in a very 
short time he applied for sums varying in 
amount to supplement this allowance. 
In 1884 two Imperial Comnnissioners 
sent to report on the Yellow River gave 
a sum ranging from Tls. 40,500 per 
annum as quite sufficient for all ordinary 
purposes ; in extreme cases it might be 
extended to Tls. 60,000. The sum now 
applied for it will be seen is rather in excess 
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of that which was sufficient in recent years, 
but as it has been passed by H.M., the 
Board has only to obey. They would however 
point out that no increase on this amount 
should be allowed and that the Tis. 75,000 
office expenses be included therein. Having 
such a large yearly sum at his disposal the 
Director-General ought of course to be able 
to place the embankments in a thorough 
state of repair and to guard against all 
unforeseen accidents. Should he see any 
way of effecting a saving it will be lis duty 
to report the same and memortalist would 
pray that H.M. very carefully impress this 
on the Director-General.—Decree already 
published. 


WINTER CLOTHES FoR TILE SUFFERERS 
IN CHIHLI. 


Tséng Kuo-ch‘uan reports that in view 
of the distress in Chihli and reund about 
Peking he is causing 300,000 winter gar- 
ments to be made for the sufferers. Of these 
200,000 are for the Shuntien Prefecture 
and 100,000 for Tientsin. Orders have been 
issued directing the C.M.S.N. Co. to take 
them up as soon as they are ready. 

Fifty thousand of them are completed 
and on the point of being shipped.—Let 
the Yamén concerned take note. 


24th November. 
No documents of interest. 


25th November. 


DEATH OF TSENG KUO-CHUAN. IMPERIAL 
DECREE. 


Tséng Kuo-chiian, the Governor General 
of the Liangkiang, was a man of a firm and 
resolute temperament and in his adminis- 
tration of affairs impartial and upright. His 
mental resources were of the highest order 
and his plansgreatand far-reaching. Asenior 
licentiate, in the reign of Hsien Feng he 
adopted the military profession and in 
Kiangsi, Hupeh and elsewhere successfully 
exterminated several bands of robbers. 
His services in connection with the recap- 
tureof Anch ‘ing were ofan exceptional order 
and deserving of most especial praise ; nor 
was the then occupant of the. Throne 
unaware of the worth of the deceased and 
repeatedly selected him for promotion. In 
the first year of Tung Chih he was specially 
chosen to fill the post of Governor of Ché- 
kiang and after two years of hard fighting he 
was able to effectually drive out the Canton 
rebels from within his jurisdiction. In re- 
cognition of these services he was rewarded 
with the title of Junior Guardian of the Heir 
Apparent, and Karldom of the first class and 
the double peacock feather. Since Our acces- 
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sion to the throne we have repeatedly 
placed him in charge of responsible posts 
and in all of these he showed great capacity. 
More especially deserving of mention are 
the measures he took as Governor, of 
Shansi to relieve the distress within his 
province. In the ninth year of Our reign we 
summoned him to Court and appointed him 
acting president of the Board of Rites. 

Hereafter he was appointed to the 
Governor-Generalship of the Liangkiang 
in the administration of which he again 
specially distinguished himself. Last year 
on Our assuming the reins of Government, 
the Empress Dowager mindful of his great 
services bestowed on him the title of Grand 
Guardian. Moved with gratitude, the late 
Governor-General anxious to display his 
zeal did although constantly suffering from 
his wounds continue to attend to public 
business and did not apply for leave. 
Upright, straightforward and earnest in the 
discharge of his duties he was a true pillar 
of the State. We had hoped that he would 
have attained a ripe old age and long 
continued to enjoy Our favour and it was 
with the greatest regret that we learned 
the news of his death. The posthumous 
title of Grand Tutor is hereby conferred 
on the deceased and in accordance with the 
regulations regarding the death of a Go- 
vernor-General the Kiangning Provincial 
Treasury is directed to pay out Tls. 3,000 
as a contribution towards the funeral ex- 
penses. The Acting Tartar General for 
Kiangning, Cheng Shou, is likewise instruct- 
ed to hold a religious service 1n his honour. 
As a mark of special favour we award hin 
the posthumous distinction of Chung Hsiang 
(upright and perfect) and grant permission 
for his tablet to be erected in the Peking 
Chao Chung Tze and Hsien Liang Tze. 
Special shrines in his honour may be 
erected at his birthplace in Hunan, the 
provincial capital of Kiangning and in 
the various provinces in which he dis- 
tinguished himself. The State Historians 
will record the distinguished nature of his 
public services. All punishments incurred 
while at his post are hereby remitted and 
the Yamén concerned will draw up a list of 
the favours which, according to the regula- 
tions are his due. The officials in the 
districts through which the funeral cortege 
passes on its way to his home will take every 
care to have it safely looked after. 

His grandson Tseng Kuang-han, Assist- 
ant Secretary to a Board, will succeed him 
in the earldom; he need not come to the 
capital to be received in audience. AnM. 
A. diploma with permission to enter for the 
Metropolitan examination is granted to 
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Tseng Kuang-kiang and a 2nd class Seere- 
taryship is given to the Clien Sheng Tséng 
Kuang-ho. 

When his great grandsons Tséng Chao- 
lung, Tséng Chao-hsiang and Tséng Yiin- 
chuang come of age let the Board of Civil 
Office introduce them in audience and await 
Our commands. . 

Thus do we show forth the regard we 
cherish towards those officers who are 
deserving of merit. 


TRANSFERS IN THE KIANKAN DISTRICT. 


Tséng Kuo-chiian reports that in conse- 
quence of Huang Peng-hien having been 
transferred to Hupeh and that as some time 
will elapse before Téng Hua-hsi the new 
Provincial Treasurer for Kiangsu can take 
up his post, he has directed the Provincial 


judge Chang Kuo-ch‘eng to temporarily — 


take charge. in addition to his own duties, 
of those of the Treasurer. 


BRIGANDAGE IN KIANGSU. 


Kang I reports the arrest and punishment 
of several noted armed bands of robbers 
thoughout his district. 


26th November, 
IMPERIAL EDICT. 


The distress this year in the neighbour- 
hood of the capital being very great We 
have at various times made grants of 
money and grain in aid of the sufferers. 
But when We reflect on the great number 
of starving individuals there must be in 
the 19 chows and hsiens of the Shunt‘ien 
Prefecture and the near approach of cold 
weather our heart is moved with compassion 
and we hereby direct that an additional 
grant of 50,000 piculs of rice be issued by 
the Peking granaries to alleviate the dis- 
tress during the winter. Let P‘an Tsu-yin 
see that it is properly distributed to tho 
various soup kitchens. 


MANUFACTURE OF SILKS FOR IMPERIAL USE, 


Yii Hsiu, the Director of the Inporial 
Silk Factories at Nanking, etc., applies for 
wn extension of the time originally allowed 
hoy wherein to execute a special order for 
certain goods which the Emperor intends 
to distribute as presents. He states that 
in the eighth moon he received an order 
through the Hei Wu Fu for embroidered 
robes, large and small rolls of ‘* Mang” satin, 
*‘Riang" and ‘‘ Kung” silk gauze, etc., 
aniounting in all to 4,183 pieces to be ready 
for delivery in two months’ time. As these 
are intended for presents he naturally must 
devote all his time and attention thereto 
and endeavour to have them ready as soon 


su possible, but he would point out that of 
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the ciubroidered robes, there are 210 re- 
quiring very careful fne work and of the 
other articles 3,970 pieces of different pat- 
terns, forming a very large total to com- 
plete which his machinery is inadequate. 
Under these circumstances and considering 
that the appointed time for delivery is 
close at hand he is afraid he will be unable 
to execute the order by the end of the tenth 
moon. 

The necessary funds for carrying on the 
work he estimates at Tls. 136,000 and he 
will in concert with the Governor of the 
province take measures to have this amount 
collected as soon as possible. He proposes 
in the first instance to raise the sum of Ts. 
70,000 and at once set to work on the cere- 
monial robes and the ‘‘ Mang” satin which 
together with the ‘‘Kiang” silk he hopes to 
be able to deliver within the year as a first 
instalment. The remainder of the order 
he trusts will be ready by the spring. By 
this means he will have adequate funds to 
carry on the work as required and greater 
care can be devoted to the finish of the 
varlous articles. As however he dare not 
do this on his own responsibility he would 
ask the Imperial sanction to execute the 
order in the manner proposed.——Granted. 
Let the Yameén concerned take note. 


SECRETARIES ATTACHED TO THE JEHO 
FRONTIER COMMANDS. 


The Military Governor of Jeho is assisted 
in the civil administration of his command 
by a Judicial Commissary, who is as a 
rule a secretary attached to the Board of 
Punishments selected for this duty on 
account of his special ability. Histerm of 
office is three years, after whichif approved 
he is recommended for promotion. The 
present holder of this post, Yao Yen-ch‘i, 
has to retire on account of his mother’s 
death, but Je-fu, the Military Governor, 
requests that when the period of mourning 
is over he be reappointed on the retire- 
ment of his successor and that the time he 
has already served be allowed to count as 
part of the requisite three years. As there 
is a precedent for this he trusts the sugges- 
tion will be approved.—Granted. Let the 
Board concerned take note, 


REQUEST TO RETAIN A SECRETARY ATTACHED 
TO THE MOUKDEN TREASURY. 


Mien I, President of the Moukden Trea- 
sury, asks for permission to retain one of his 
secretaries, Chou P‘u, whoinaccordance with 
the regulations should return to Peking 
after his three years’ service. Memorialist 
however explains that the officer in ques- 
tion has been in charge of the agricultural 
department, in the management of which 
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he has displayed great capacity, and that 
his removal at the present juncture and 
the substitution of an inexperienced suc- 
cessor would be highly inexpedient. He 
would therefore request to be allowed to 
avail himself of Chou P‘u’s services for a 
further period of three years.—Let the 
Board of Civil Office consider and report. 


APPLICATION TO CHANGE A BANNER, 


Feng Shen, the Nanking Tartar General, 
reports the case of an unattached banner- 
man, Sung-lin, belonging to the Chingchow 
Bordered Red Banner (Mongolian), who in 
consequence of thedeath of his father, an 
expectant Salt Examiner of the Liang Huai 
establishment, was left without the means 
of returning to his home and who had 
applied for permission to be enrolled on 
the roll of the Chiangming banner. Me- 
morialist cites a precedent for this course 
and reports it for the consideration of the 
Throne.—Granted. Let the Buard concerued 
take note. 

27th November. 
IMPERIAL EDICT. 

Fifteen sticks of Tibetan incense are to 
be sent to Sungch‘un, Director-General of 
the Grain Transport with instructions that 
he do on our behalf return thanks at the 
shrine of the Spirit of the River for the 
gracious protection accorded during the 
autumn. 

SACRIFICES. 

The Court of Sacritical Ember Worship in- 
furms Us that the 19th of Dec. is the date 
for sacrificing at the Temple of Medicine. 
Let Wen-hsing perform the necessary rites 
assisted by Chow Chih-cho and Li Te-ch‘ang. 
The 22nd of December, the winter solstice, 
being the day for the Great Sacrifice at the 
Altar of Heaven, we will proceed in person 
to perform the necessary rites, 


SUPPRESSION OF A SECRET SOCIETY IN 
ANHUI. 

Shen Ping-ch‘eng in a long memorial 
gives a detailed account of the arrest and 
capture of the ringleaders of a band of the 
Ko Lao Hui, several hundred strong, who 
according to information received by the 
magistrates intended to raise the standard 
of rebellion on a prearranged date. They 
carried on their nefarious practices on the 
borders of Kiangsi and Anhui and were 
the terror of the neighbourhood. They 
had flags and secret signs, their leaders 
were invested with false titles, and altoge- 
ther they formed a most formidable organi- 
sation. After a thorough investigation the 
leaders were at once put to death and the 
ouuutry thus freed from a great calamity. 


Several rewards are suggested for those 
officers by whose unvarying energy and 
intrepid bravery it became possible to nip 
this evil in the bud.—A Separate Decree 
will follow. 

RECOGNITION OF SERVICES IN CONNECTION 
WITH FAMINE RELIEF, 


Ina postscript memorial Sung Chun asks 
that the very meritorious services rendered 
by Chu Chih, a former Vice-President of 
the Board of War, in not only himself 
largely subscribing but getting others to 
subscribe towards the Famine Relief Fund 
meet with some recognition.—JLet a letter 
tndicating viurapproval of his conduct be made 
out aud forwarded to Chu Chih. 


28th November. 
APPOINTMENT, 


Ch‘en Pao-chen is hereby appointed 
Provincial Judge of Hupeh. 


CASE OF MURDER BY A COREAN. 


Yii-lu states that he has received a report 
from the acting district magistrate of 
Tunghua to the effect thata Corean named 
Wen Yung-yiin had crossed the border to 
cut firewood, and after so doing had first 
felled a Chinese subject with a stick and 
then hung him on a tree until he died. 
Tle magistrate went on to ask for instruc- 
tions as to how to deal with the case, 
affecting as it did the relations between 
the two countries. Memorialist after con- 
sulting with the Civil Governor found that 
a similar case had teken place in the 
gecond year of the present reign, when 
after referring the matter to the Throne, 
the criminal was after a preliminary investi- 
gation handed over to his own authorities 
to be dealt with by them. 

Acting on this precedent it was thought 
advisable to first hold a preliminary inves- 
tigation into the facts of the case and then 
hand tho murderer over to his own authori- 
ties. This was done, and from the evidence 
given it would appear that Wen Yung-yiin 
along with two of his countrymen did on 
acertain day cross the river which sepa- 
rates Corea from China for the purpose 
of cutting firewood. On their way back 
Wen, who was somewhat behind the others, 
fell in with a Chinaman named Liang 
Hsiao-p‘ing, originally a Shantung man, 
but who together with his father had 
some three years ago settled in the Tung- 
hua district. Liang told Wen that he had 
no business to cross the border to cut fire- 
wood, and tried to make the latter give up 
his load. This Wen declined to do, and in 
the struggle which ensued Liang beat at 
him with a stick ; Wen however managed to 
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wrest the stick out of his grasp and in his 
excitement struck Liany to the ground. 
Then fearing that Liang might afterwards 
tell his friends and seek to pay him out, 
and being seized with a sudden spirit of 
murder, he undid his girdle and shaping it 
into a noose passed it round Liang's neck 
and hung the latter ona neighbouring tree. 
In the evening Liany’s father, thinking it 
strange that his son should not have re- 
turned, went out to look for him and 
found his dead body. He naturally re- 
ported the matter, and the Corean authori- 
ties having discovered the criminal sent him 
together with witnesses across to the magis- 
trate for examination. 

Memorialist, however, finding the case 
above cited on record, could only send him 
back to be dealt with by his own authorities, 
although according to Chinese law his sent- 
ence would have been death by execution. 
—Let the Board of Punishments take note. 


LETYER OF THANKS TO A SINGAPORE 
CHINAMAN, 

Sung Chiin states that he has received a 
letter from Hsiich Fu-ch‘eng, Minister to 
Great Britain and France, calling his atten- 
tion to the very liberal contributions to- 
wards the relief of the suffering in Clié- 
kiang and Kiangsu last year made by 
Chien Chen-chung, a native of Foochow 
resident at Singapore, where he also occupies 
the post of Siamese Consul. This gentle- 
man headed the subscription list with Ts. 
3,000, and mainly through his exertions the 
whole list showed a total of some Tis. 
10,000 which was divided equally between 
the two provinces. The Minister suggests 
that something should be done to signi- 
fy appreciation of such generosity, and 
Memorialist would beg that some token of 
the Imperial favour be bestowed on the 
individual in question. — Let a letter be made 
ont conveying to Chew Chen-chuny owe ap- 
proval of his conduct. 

29th November. 
RIVER ADMINISTRATION IN HONAN, 


The Acting Governor of Honan submits a 
report upon the measures which have been 
taken for ensuring the safety of the River 
Ch‘in and upon the scheme for diverting a 
portion of the waters of the Tan River 
into the channel of the Wei. Some months 
ago he received through the Director-Gene- 
ral of the Yellow River a copy of the 
memorial in which the Censor, Chang 
T‘ing-liao, advocated the removal of the 
many abuses connected with the manage- 
ment of the Yellow River and sugyested 
that by constructing looks at a place called 
Chinhsiang a portion of the waters of the 
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turbulent River Ch‘in might be drained off 
into the channel of the Wei. The Director- 
General has already dealt with the part of 
the Censor’smemorial which has reference to 
the Yellow River, and the present writer 
now applies himself to a consideration of 
the remainder. The River Ch‘in, he ex- 
plains, rises in Shansi and after entering 
Honan at Chi-yiian continues its course 
through the two districts of Ho-nei and 
Wuchih until 1t joins the Tatan River and 
eveutually empties itself into the Yellow 
River, It flows in a narrow bed through 
low-lying country which suffers greatly 
from periodical inundations, and it is 
solely by means of embankments that 
it is kept im control at all. In the 
Honei district it is 76 li in length on 
the soulhern side and 78 li on the northern ; 
in the Wuchih district its southern side 
measures over 601i and its northern over 
7Oliin length, Its maintenance in proper 
order was formerly the care of the local 
authorities and contributions were levied 
from the district for the purpose. Since 
1883, however, av annual sum of Ts. 12,000 
has been drawn for repairs from the oftice of 
the Financia] Commissioner. The officials on 
whom the management of the river devolved 
were unable to exercise sufficient supervi- 
ston over the work, which was often done 
in a very inefiicient manner. The conse- 
quence is that the river has been a con- 
tinual source of danger and that some 
system of reform is urgently needed. The 
memorialist has taken steps for having a 
special Board established in each of the 
two districts through which the river flows. 
This Board is to have at its head two or 
three honest and capable officials who are 
to undertake the general control of the 
river. Branch offices composed of mem- 
bers of the gentry are to be stationed at the 
various sections of the river, and upon them 
will devolve the execution of all the neces- 
sary repairs, The annual sum allowed for 
expenditure will be allotted in the follow- 
ing instalments :—T ls, 5,000 in the tenth 
moon for the purchase of bricks, stones 
and other materials; Tls. 4,000 in the 
second moon of the following year for pro- 
curing fascines and raising the embank- 
ments, and Tls. 3,000 a month or two later 
for taking the necessary precautions against 
the summer and autumn freshets. The 
local magnates who constitute the person- 
nel of the branch offices are to be made 
responsible for the faithful disbursement 
of the money, and through their agency 
it is hoped to sweep away all the abuses 
which have resulted from a réuvime of secre- 
taries, clerks and other official employés. 
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As regards the diversion of the waters of 
the Tan into the channel of ‘the Wei, the 
memorialist does not consider that the 
proposal is a feasible one. ‘lhe ‘Tan rises 
in Shansi, and on entering the Honei 
district in Honan, it divides into two 
branches, the larger of which, known as 
the Greater Tan, flows to the south, while 
the Smaller Tan, which is a mere thread of 
water, meanders in an easterly direction 
until it joins the Wei. The Greater Tan 
is broken up into a score or more 
of streams and creeks which irrigate some 
1,600 ch‘ing of land, At Chin-hsiang, the 


place where the Censor proposes to con- — 


struct the locks for effecting « junction with 
the Wei, the two Tan rivers are separated 
from each other by a distance of over 20 li, 
and any measure of the kind he suggests 
would deprive a large tract of country of 
irrigation and would be rendered alnost 
impracticable by the fact that in its lower 
course the bed of the Wei is so narrow that 
it can scarcely contain the waters of the 
numerous tributaries which it at present 
receives. For these reasons the memoria- 
list asks that the Censor's proposal should 
be rejected. 
30th November. 
FLOODS IN KUANGSI. 

In a previous memorial the Governor of 
Kuangsi reported that there had been an 
excessive rainfall in the province, during 
the fourth moon of the present year, which 
had caused inundations in several districts. 
He now adds that there was a continual 
downpour of rain in the Peilu district from 
the 25th to the 27th of July. The first crop 
of paddy had all been gathered in, and the 
floods fortunately subsided in time to allow 
of the second crop being put inthe ground. 
A layerof sand and gravel was deposited over 
a considerable area, the removal of which 
will necessitate the expenditure of much 
time and money. In the Luch‘uan district 
several small rivers overflowed their banks 
and caused considerable damage to pro- 
perty. In one place seven houses were 
demolished and some 20 people badly in- 
jured. Over 100 acres of land were cover- 
ed with a deposit of sand, but nowhere has 
there been any very grave calamity. The 
people will be assisted in repairing their 
houses, and a remission or suspension of 
the payment of the land tax will be granted 
in any cases where it may be found that 
the second harvest has proved deficient. 


EARTHQUAKE IN KUANGSI. 


The Governor of Kuangsi reports, on the 
authority of the local Magistrate, that an 
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earthquake occurred in the district of Po- 
po between the hours of 9 and 10 o’clock 
on the night of the 30th of Augustlast. Tt 
was accompanied by a loud rumbling sound 
coming from a north-westerly direction. 
Buildings were vivlently shaken, the tiles 
falling from the roofs, but in a moment 
the shock had passed away. From the re- 
ports forwarded to him by his subordinates, 
the magistrate finds that the earthquake 
was felt throughout the whole district. 
At a place called Sanchinpu a rent was 
made in the ground, aud a pool of water 
formed. On inspection the magistrate 
found that the opening measured 25 Cliinese 
feet in length by 13 feet in breadth. ‘The 
cavity was full of clear water so deep that 
the bottom was invisible. The memorialist 
remarks that the normal condition of the 
earth is one of repose, and he cannot help 
thinking that such an unusual deviation 
from natural Jaws implhtes some negligence 
in the discharge of his ofticial duties, — 
Rescript : Noted. 


LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF HUPEH ASSUMES 
OFFICE, 

Huang P’éng-nien, the Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of iiangsu, who was recently trans- 
ferred in a similar capacity to Hupch, 
repor!s that he has handed over charge to 
his successor aud is starting for his new 
post. As is usual in such cases, he traces 
briefly his previous career and expresses 
his deep gratitude for the favours he has 
received from the Throne. Starting his 
official life as a Compiler in the Hanlin 
College, he was promvted to be Taotai of 
the Anhsiang Yiinching Circuit in Hupeh, 
of which province he subsequently became 
Judicial Commissioner. More recently he 
rose to be Lieutenant-Governor of Kiangsu 
and acted for some time as Governor of the 
province. He is now returning to the 


province in which he first served, and al- 


though he ought to be familiar with the 
work, yet he is keenly alive to the weight 
of responsibility which attaches to the high 
office that has been conferred upon him 


1st December. 


POSTHUMOUS HONOURS TO A BRIGADIER- 
GENERAL. 


The Governor of Formosa submits an 
application for the bestowal of posthumous 
honours upun Su Té-shéng, Briygadier-Gen- 
eral of the Chienning division in Fukien, 
who served for some time in Formosa, where 
he died a few months ago of malarial fever. 
Su Té-shéng entered tlhe army in 1857 and 
served in various provinces throughout the 
Taiping and Nienfei rebellions, in the course 
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of which he was severely wounded, and suc- 
ceeded in recapturing over a dozen import- 
ant towns. After being raised to the brevet 
rank of Connnander-in-chief he was employed 
for some time in the construction of the 
forts at Wovsung and was afterwards traus- 
ferred some six years ago to Formosa, where 
he conducted several campaigus against the 
aboriyines in the interior, His death from 
malarial fever during the present summer 
deprived his country of the services of a 
loyal and devoted officer. It is asked that 
in addition to receiving the posthumous 
honours usually accorded to a Commander- 
in-chiefwho died from the effects of services 
rendered in the field he should have a temple 
built to perpetuate his memory in the city 
of T‘aipei Fu, and that his biography should 
be compiled by the Court Historians, 


THEFT OF MONEY FROM A PUBLIC OFFICE AT 
JGHO. 

The General-in-chief of the Manchu 
troops at Jého reports the theft of Ts. 
1,000 from the money allotted for the 
paynient of the soldiers under his command. 


The officer in charge of the ‘lreasury 


noticed that the seals on the door of the 
strong room had been tampered with, and 
on inspection found that one of the chests 
of bulhon was Tls. 1,000 short. ‘The me- 
morialist has so far been unable to deter- 
mine whether the money was abstracted 
by outsiders or by the soldiers on duty, 
but he is taking steps for having the case 
thoroughly investigated. 

MEMORIAL TEMPLE TO A DECEASED COM- 

MANDER-IN-CHIEE. 

The Governor of Formosa submits an 
application signed by 75 persons of literary 
and official standing, in which they pray 
for permission to erect a memorial temple 
ty Lin Wén-ch‘a, a Commander-in-chief 
who died fighting against the Taiping rebels 
at Changchou in 1864. ‘The deceased, who 
was a uative of Changhua in Formosa, was 
principally imstrumental in saving the 
island from the ravages of the rebels, 
and the people, who still feel under 
a dcep debt of yvratitude to him for his 
services on this occasion, are anxious to 
subscribe the funds required to defray the 
cost of the building.—G:anted by reser ipt. 

2nd December. 
APPOINTMENT, 

Kuang-ying has been re-appointed Su- 
perintendent of the Customs at Canton. 

TEMPORARY CLOSING OF DISTILLERIES IN 

THE PROVINCE OF CHIHLI. 


The Governor of Jého submits a memo- 
rial in which he requests that his district 
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may be exempted from the operation of the 
recent orders suspending the working of 
distilleries for one year on account of the 
distress in the province of Chihh. He 
quotes the substunce of a report presented 
to him by the Prefect of Ch‘éngté Fu, to 
the effect that the rainfall throughout his 
entire district was very evenly distributed 
during the summer and that there is every 
prospect of an abundant harvest. In several 
places in the vicinity of rivers the crops 
have slightly suffered from inundations, 
but even there the yield would, it was 
estimated, amount to over seventy per cent. 
of a full harvest. ‘he cereals, however, 
grown outside the Great Wall are not gener- 
ally considered staples of human con- 
sumption, and are mainly used for the 
manufacture of spirits. ff therefore the 
distilleries were stopped there would be 
no sale for these conunodities, and the 
measure which was intended for the 
benefit of the people would really entail 
injury upon them. Altogether there are 
over 200 distilleries throughout the district, 
giving employment to sume 7,000 people, 
who, deprived of their means of livelihvod, 
would almost certainly drift into the yanks 
of the criminal classes. In 1877, when a 
similar interdict was issued against thic 
working of distilleries, the district of 
Chréngté Fu was exempted from its opera- 
tion and memorialist asks that the precedent 
then established should be followed on the 
present occasion. Should his suggestion 
he approved, he proposes to call upow the 
owners of the distilleries to subscribe sums 
varying from Tls. 30 to Tls. 60, according 
to their means, to be applied towards the 
relief of the distress existing in the other 
parts of the province.--Approved by re- 
seripe, 


3rd December. 


RETENTION OF A COMMANDER-IN-CIIEF AT 
CANTON, 

Farly in the present year the Viccroy at 
Canton asked for permission to retain the 
services of Chéng Shao-chung, who had 
recently been promoted to be Commander- 
in-Chief in Hunan, until he had finished 
some outstanding business in which he had 
been engaged in the province of MKuang- 
tung. ‘he Connnander-in-Chicf was granted 
leave for this purpose and returned early in 
the present summerto Canton, where he was 
employed jn settling some cases of brigan- 
dage and in carrying out some measures of 
river reform. The latter portion of his 
task has not been completed owing to the 
excessive rainfall, and as his term of leave 
has expired the Viceroy suggests that he 
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should be granted a short extension in 
order to enable him to finish a work so 
beneficial to the interests of the province. 


RECOMMENDATION OF AN OFFICER 
PREVIOUSLY DEGRADED. 


The Viceroy at Canton submits a re- 
commendation in favour of Ting Shih-pin, 
who was formerly Secretary of the Tsungli 
Yamén at Peking. After serving for some 
time as Prefect of Féngyang, in Anhui, he 
was detached in 1875 to proceed with 
memorialist to Yiinnan in connection with 
the Margary Commission. He was subse- 
quently promoted to be Taotai of the Itung 
circuit in Yiinnan, whence he was transfer- 
red to Szechuan to-deal with the missionary 
cases at Patung. He was very highly 
esteemed by the late Viceroy, Ting Pao- 
chén, but fell under the displeasure of his 
successor and was degraded. The memo- 
rialist considers him a man of exceptional 
ability, whose services ought not to be 
wasted at the present time when there is 
a dearth of competent men, and expresses 
a hope that his name may be placed on 
record for future employment.—Rescript : 
Let Ting Shih-pin be introduced at Court 
by the Board of Civil Office. 


4th and 5th December. 
APPOINTMENTS. 
Chit P‘u-sén is gazetted Prefect at 
Kiungchow, Chang Kuo-chéng has been 
transferred from Kiangsu to Fukien as 


Provincial Judge, and Ch‘én-shih has been 


appointed his successor in the former 


province. 
6th December. 
FLOODS IN YUNNAN. 


T‘an Chiin-pei, Governor of Yiinnan, 
reports heavy floods attended by great 
destruction of houses and crops in the 
Menghua, Peining, Kaoning, Tengch‘uan, 
Chionch‘uan and Hunning districts, and 
that he has taken the necessary measures 
to relieve the consequent distress, 


LIST OF SUBSCRIPTIONS TO THE CHEKIANG 
RELIEF FUND. 


Shiin, Governor of Chékiang, has the 
honour to submit to the Throne a list of 
subscriptions he received in reply to his 


appeal last year to the various officials 


in the capital and throughout the provinces 
to aid him in his endeavours to relieve the 
distress consequent on heavy flogds :— 


Ts. 
Gov.-General of Chihli, Li .................. 1,000 
President of Board of War, Hsii_ ......... 1,600 
Gov.-General of the Minche, Pien.....,... 300 


Late Gov.-General of Shankau, Tan .... 1,000 
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_ Gov.-General of the Shankan, Yang...... 2,000- 


gS 


7 Yiinkuei, Wang ...4,000 


*? 
Governor of Anhui, Shen.................000. 1,000 
Late Governor of Hunan, Shao ....... ~ -..1,000 
Governor of Honan, Ni ..................05. 1,0 0 

< Shantung, Chang ... rea 
Late Governor of Shansi, Yii ........,......7.000 
Governor of Taiwan, Liu ....................2,000 
Late Acting Gory. of Kuangtung, Yu ...1, 00 
Minister to England, Hsiieh __.....,.. ... 210 
Literary Chancellor of Szechuan ....,,... 500 

- = Kuangtung ...... $400 


Memorialist, in view of the high rank of 
the above officials, dare not apply for special 
rewards on their behalf but would suggest 
that some recognition of their liberality be 
made in the shape of favours to be conferred 
on their sons or younger brothers.— 
Granted. 

7th December. 


DEATH OF TSENG KUO-CHIIAN. 


(1) The Financial Commissioner for Kiang- 
ning has the honour to report the death of 
the Governor-General and begs to hand in 
the memorial drawn up by the deceased on 
his deathbed. Memorialist would observe 
that it is now six years since Tséng Kuo- 
chiian entered on his duties as Governor- 
General of the Liang Kiang. On the expiry 
of his first term of office he paid a visit 
to Peking to be received in audience. 
While there the Chengchow disaster took 
place and he was ordered back to his post. 
Of his services in connection with the relief 
of the distress caused by the breach in the 
river bank it is unnecessary now to speak. 
Memorialist on his way through Nanking 
in the third month of the present year 
repeatedly saw him, and to all appearance 
his health and his gait remained as of old, 
but when memorialist took up his present 
post in the ninth moon he learned that 
about four months previously the Governor- 
General had been suffering from some dis- 
ease in his feet which prevented him from 
walking. It was contracted by exposure 
to damp in his carlier campaigns. He how- 
ever recovered to a certain extent and ap- 
plied himself with his wonted assiduity to. 
the transaction of public business. Often 
has memorialist tried to induce him to spare 
himself somewhat, but has always been met 
with the reply that having received so many 
favours froin the State he dared not with- 
draw himself even for one day from her 
service. It so happened that this is the 
year in which the triennial inspection of 
the troops ought to take place, and His 
Excellency proposed to set out on his visit’ 
of inspection about the middle of the 10th 
mvon and proceeded to give memorialist 


Dec. 7.] 


ae ee 


full instructions as to the conduct of public 
affairs during his absence. Memorialist 
was congratulating himself on his good for- 
tune in having such a chief, to whom if in 
any difficulty he could always apply for 
guidance, when he was informed that on 
the 9th and 10th of November the Gov- 
ernor-General had caught a slight cold but 
was still able to receive official visits. On 
the 12th, however, the casesuddenly became 
worse and the doctors expressed grave 
doubts as to his recovery. When memo- 
rialist went to see him the next day 
His Excellency, knowing there was no 
hope of recovery, gave his last direc- 
tions as to State affairs and informed 
memorialist that a memorial which he had 
just drawn up would be handed to him by 
his grandson Tséng Kuang-han, and _ re- 
quested him to submit it to the Throne on 
his behalf. Not a word escaped him as to 
his private vfairs, and after lingering on for 
some little time he vacated his post (te. 
died) about one o’eclock in the afternoon. 
The news of his death was received in 
Nanking with one universal outburst of 
grief from the officials down to the women 
and children, seeing that it is the city 
which the deceased after a hundred battles 
succeeded in recapturing, and that a deep 
feeling of gratitude on that account was 
cherished towards him. 


Memorialist, assisted by hissubordinates, 
set about making the necessary arrange- 
ments and reyulating the affairs of the 
departed. The late Governor-General was 
a ian of very simple habits and had made 
it a practice for years to devote his whole 
salary to rewarding military services, sup- 
porting his relations and succouring the 
poor. His private purse was entirely 
empty and showed that he had made no 
attempt to accumulate money on his own 
behalf. In fact even amongst the renowned 
names of antiquity it would be hard to dis- 
cover such a degree of incorruptibility. Of 
his various military services and the way 
in which he administered the Shansi Fa- 
mine Relicf it is unnecessary to speak 
here, as they are well known to both the 
Emperor and to the people at large. 


Both his sons are dead, but his grandsons 
used to live with him and devote them- 
selves with great diligence to their studies. 
His great-grandsons are still very young. 
His seals of office were at once carefully 
sealed up and the news of his death sent 
to the Governor, 


This goes forward by express courier 
travelling at the rate of 500 li a day.-- 
Separate decree will be published. 
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(2) Cheng Shou, the Kiangning Tartar 
General, has to report the death at his 
post of Tseng Kuo-chiian, Gorernor-General 
of the Liang Kiang, and in view of 
the important nature of the post to 
request that some one be appointed 
without delay to take his place. Memo- 
rialist has on several occasions discussed 
public matters with the deceased, and. 
although noticing that his energy seemed 
to have somewhat abated, yet his mental 
faculties were as bright as ever, and 
memorialist had hoped that the Governor- 
General would long continue to adminis- 
ter the south-east section of the Em- 
pire. Of late, however, His Excellency 
was complaining of rheumatism (7?) and 
memorialist paid him frequent visits, in the 
course of which his powers of conversation 
showed no signs of having in any .way 
suffered. Suddenly on the 13th of November 
memorialist received news that there had 
been a decided turn for the worse, and on 
hastening to his yamén learned that His 
Excellency had already departed this life. 
Memorialist, assisted by the Provincial 
Treasurer Yui-chang and the members of the 
family, madeall necessary arrangements, and 
after carefully sealing up the seals of office 
deposited them for safe keeping in the 
Provincial Treasury. On the many services 
rendered by the deceased it is unnecessary 
here to dwell ; his loss to the State is great 
and his death is deplored by all. 


This goes forward by express courier at 
the rate of 400 lt a day.—Separate decree 
will be published. 


CASE OF RIDING OVER A CHILD. 


Chi Ho, the Tartar General stationed at 
Hangchow, Sung Chiin, Governor of Chéa- 
Kiang, and Kung Shou, Deputy Lieutenant- 
General stationed at Hangchow, report a 
cause of the son of an intendant of circuit 
riding over a child in the Manchu camp. 
The facts of the case are as follows. A com- 
plaint was lodged by Yung Ch‘ian, a corpo- 
ral, stating that on the 3rd of October his 
son Chi Yiian, aged ten, and a supernu- 
merary attached to the banner, did on 
his way home from school meet two horses 
galloping along the street. He made an 
unsuccessful attempt to get out of their way, 
but while so doing was struck on the head 
with a riding whip by the rider of the black 
horse, and losing his footing fellto the ground 
and was ridden over. Complainant made 
an attempt to run after them but they took 
advantage of the opportunity to ride away ; 
he was able, however, to make out that the 
rider of the yellow horse was a groom 
attached to some official residence, and that 
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the rider of the black horse was Chu Shao- 
tang, son of Chu Huan-ch ‘eng, an expectant 
Taotai attached to the Chékiang establish- 
ment. His child died the next day from the 
injuries he had received ; and he prayed 
that an inquest be held and the offender 
severely punished, seeing that his only son 
and heir had met his death through the 
utterly uncalled-for and reckless riding of 
the relative of an official who, probably pre- 
suming on his position, thought he could do 
as he liked. 

The case was gone into and on holding a 
preliminary investigation, the facts were 
found to be as stated. Orders have been 
issued for a regular trial to be held, but 
as the case 1s of such importance it was 
deemed advisable to make this preliminary 
report.—Let the Board of Punishments take 


ote. 
Sth December. 
DISTRESSED NAIIVES OF LIUCH'IU, 


Pien Pao-ti, Governor-General of the 
Min Ché, submits areport by the Sub-pre- 
fect Huang Shu-chen with reference} to 
certain shipwrecked Liuch‘iuans. On the 
2nd September seven of them arrived at 
the provincial capital and on the 18th 
thirty-one more put in an appearance. 
From the evidence given through an inter- 
preter, it appears that they were driven 
by stress of weather on to the coast of 
Chékiang and were thence escorted to the 
capital They all express themselves 
deeply grateful for the treatment they 
received on the way. At the instance of 
the Provincial Treasurer, memorialist sub- 
mits their case to the well-known bene- 
volence of His Majesty. 

An allowance of a sheng of rice and 6 
tael cents a day to buy salt and vegetables 
per man has been issued to thei since 
they arrived. When the time comes for 
them to return home a month’s provisions 
and a present in money will be issued to 
each.—Let the Board concerned take note. 


9th December. 


REPAIRS TO THE IMPERIAL TOMBS AT 
MOUKDEN, 

Yi Lu and A K’o-tun report that when in 
accordance with instructions received they 
on an auspicious day sent officers to com- 
nience the repairs to the East side Hall of 
the Yung ling, these after setting to work 
discovered that more extensive repairs than 
those originally contemplated would be 
necessary, 

They found that the foundation had given 
way in many places and would require to 
be replaced; likewise the roofs were in 
need cf repair. 
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This involves an additional expenditure 
of some Tls. 980 and it is proposed that the 
Moukden treasury defray this amount, pay- 
ing one half in cash, one fourth in silver, 
and one fourth in notes.—Let the Bourd 
concerned take note. 


10th December. 
DEGRADATION OF A TAOTAI IN SZECHUAN. 


Liu Ping-chang, Governor-General of 
Szechuan, refers to a despatch issued by 
the Board of Revenue in the 2nd _inter- 
calary month of the present year with. 
regard to the prevailing abuses in connec- 
tion with the levy of hkin, in which inter 
alia it was pointed out that if the Governors 
of provinces were to look more carefully 
after their subordinates a good deal of 
peculation might be put a stop to. Memo- 
rialist goes on to call attention to the fact 
that Chungking is a great centre of trade 
but that the revenue derived from likin 
there is extremely small. When he arriv- 
ed at his post some four years avo it 
so happened that in the same year the 
Ch‘uantung Taotai, Yu Tung-a took up his 
appointment. Memorialist has kept a strict 
watch on his actions and has noticed that 
the amount of revenue derived from likin 
within the jurisdiction of the said Taotai 
has steadily decreased year by year, and it 
came to his ears that the Taotai’s accounts 
were in an extreme state of disorder. A 
slight investigation has shown that he can- 
not satisfactorily render a detailed state- 
ment of the amount of revenue collected ; 
and mezorialist has in the meantime 
suspended him and deputed another officer 
to take his place. This is all the more 
necessary seeing that now Chungking is 
open to trade the likin revenue at Kuei- 
chow will fall off very considerably and 
it is imperative that measures be taken to 
have the collection thereof put on a satis- 
factory basis. 

Memorialist has also to point out that 
the burning of the Christian chapels at 
Tatsu in the sixth moon of the present 
year took place within Yu Tung-a’s juris- 
diction ; and memorialist has directed him 
to co-operate with his acting successor in 
having this matter settled as speedily as 
possible.— Let the Board of Civil Office take 
note, 


GINSENG MONEY COLLECTED IN SZECHUAN. 


Liu Ping-chang reports that the annual 
amount required to be furnished by the 
Kueichow Custom House for the purchase 
of ginseng, namely Tls. 2,479, has been de- 
posited in the Provincial Treasury and 
will be forwarded to Peking whenever a 
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favourable opportunity presents itself.— 
Let the Yamén coucerned tuke note. 


FREE SCHOOIS AND COLLEGES IN FENGTIEN. 


Yii Lu presents a report by Ho Hsiin, 
Magistrate for the Huaite district, in 
Fengt‘ien, in which the latter points out 
the great disadvantages under which those 
within his district who wanted to prosecute 
their studies have always laboured. The dis- 
trict is a poor one and many who are desirous 
of studying are unable to do su for want of 
private means and also for lack of competent 
instructors. The need of a college and free 
schools was so great that on arrival at his 
post the Magistrate headed a subscription 
list for raising funds for that purpose with 
Tls. 300, and another Tls. 300 was subscribed 
by a man in the district named Sun. 
These sums of course were not sufficient to 
support a school or college for any length 
of time, and it was feared that the scheme 
would have to be abandoned. The Magis- 
trate has however much pleasure in stating 
that a resident within his district named 
Wang Kuei has, at the instance of his 
mother, come forward and subscribed Ts. 
1,000 in aid of the undertaking. This sum 
has been put out to interest and the pro- 
ceeds thereof ought to suffice to cover the 
yearly expenses of the scholastic institu- 
tions. The Magistrate goes on to ask that 
Wang Kuei’s donation receive some recog- 
nition from the Throne. Memorialist sup- 
ports this application and suggests that 
permission be granted to Wang to erect 
honorary portals to his father and mother 
with the characters, ‘‘Le Shan Hao Shih” 
inscribed thereon.—Grunted; Let the Board 
of Rites take note. 


11th December. 


REQUEST BY THE CANTON PROVINCIAL 
TREASURER TO BE ALLOWED TO 
VACATE HIS POST, 


Li Hung-chang states that he has been 
asked by Kuai Té-piao the newly appointed 
Provincial Treasurer for Canton, to request 
permission for the latter to vacate his post- 
on account of severe illness. Kuai was 
on his way to Peking to be received in 
audience prior to taking up his appoint- 
ment and had got as far as Tientsin when 
he was seized by a severe attack of asthma 
which he finds impossible to shake off. As 
the post of Provincial Treasurer at Canton 
is a very important one and it will he some 
considerable time before he will recover 
from his present illness, he requests that he 
may be permitted to vacate his post and 
that some one else be appointed to take 
his place. Memorialist has been repeatedly 


' not bribed to connive at their escape. 
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to see the invalid and can testify to the 
very serious nature of his il]ness and would 
submit that it is desirable that the request 
be complied with.—4d4 separate decree will 
be published. 


FSCAPE OF TWO PRISONERS, 


Chang Shun reports a case in which two 
criminals who had been sentenced to death 
succeeded in effecting their escape while 
on the way from the provincial capital. 
The case displays such gross carelessness 
on the part of the officer in charge of the 
escort that it is hard to believe that he was 
He 
has been degraded and given one year 
within which to effect their recapture. 
Should he fail to recapture them within the 
time mentioned he will be further dealt with 
according to law.—Let the Yamén concerned 
take note: 

POST STATIONS IN ULIASUT‘AI, 

Che-liu-tor-chi reports that owing to press 
of business he was unable this autumn to 
personally proceed and hold the annual 
luspection of the Post Stations in the 
Khalka district. In accordance with the 
regulations, however, he deputed a trust- 
worthy officer to do so on his behalf, and 
according to the report handed in every 
station was found to be properly looked 
after. ‘he numbers of cattle and Govern- 
ment stores were likewise found to agree 
with the official lists.--Let the Yamén con- 
cerned tuke note, 


12th Dec. 
MILITARY REVIEWS IN KIANGSI. 


Te Hsing, Governor of Kiangsi, reportsthe 
completion of his inspection of the troops 
under his command and of the military 
camps. 

EXPENSES OF THE FOOCHOW ARSENAL. 


Pien Pao-ti, Governor-General of the Min 
Ché, requests permission to pass in his ac- 
counts various sums of money which have 
been expended in replacing worn-out 
machinery in the arsenal and in effecting 
repairs to the dock.—Let the Board con- 
cerned tuke note. 


FAILURE TO HAVE THE DROVES OF IMPERIAL 
HORSES BROUGHT UNDER SHELTER FOR 
THE WINTER. 


Ch‘ung Shan reports that the officers de- 
puted to see that the droves of Imperial 
horses are duly brought under shelter forthe 
winter by the day appointed in the regula- 
tions have this year neglected their duty 
in a most careless manner and. have been 
degraded.—Let the Board concerned take 
quote, 
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REMISSION OF DUTY AT HUAIAN. 

The Huaian Commissioner of Customs 
returns thanks for the Imperial favour in 
graciously remitting 90 per cent. of the 
amount of duty he has failed to collect 
during the past year. 

13th December. 


DEATH OF P’AN TSU-YIN, PRESIDENT OF THE 
BOARD OF WORKS. 


Decree.—FP’an Tsu-yin, the late President 
of the Board of Works, was a man of deep 
erudition who was thoroughly conversant 
with public affairs. Entering the Hanlin 
Academy early in the reign of Hsien Féng, 
he served the State with conspicuous loyalty 
and devotion for a period of over 40 years. 
During the reigns of Our predecessors, he 
was several times appointed Chief Ex- 
aminer and was advanced to the posi- 
tion of Vice-President of a Board. After 
Our own accession to the Throne, he 
was granted the title of Junior Guardian 
of the Heir Apparent and became a member 
of the Grand Council. Having retired 
into mourning for a time, he resumed 
public life as President of the Board of 
Works and Governor of the Metropolitan 
Prefecture, with the honorary rank of Guar- 
dian of the Heir Apparent. His exertions 
in endeavouring to mitigate the suffering 
caused by the recent floods in the vicinity 
of the Capital resulted in a slight illness 
which obliged him to avail himself of leave 
of absence. The unexpected news of his 
death has filled Us with the deepest 
sorrow. We command that he be accorded 
a pall inscribed with the tolo ritual, that 
oblations be performed before his remains 
by the pei-lé Tsai-ying attended by 20 mem- 
bers of the Imperial body guard, that a sum 
of Tls. 2,000 be paid from the Privy Purse 
towards defraying the cost of his funeral, 
that he be granted the title of Grand Tutor, 
and that all the penalties incurred during 
his career be remitted. On his younger 
brother P‘an Tsu-men We confer the pust 
of Senior Secretary in a Board. His son 
P‘an Shu will become a Provincial gradu- 
ate with the right of competing for 
the higher degree at the Metropolitan 
Examination. Let all the authorities en 
route make due preparations for the escort 
of his remains to his home in Kiangsu, and 
all this We order to show Our sincere 
esteem for the memory of a loyal servant. 


APPOINTMENT. 


The post of Secretary in the Grand 
Council or in the Tsungli Yamén is the 
surest path to promotion open to minor 
officials in the Capital, Prince Li and his 


colleagues in the Grand Council report 
that Kueich‘un, a Manchu Secretary 
in the department, has been obliged go to 
into mourning and as his successor they 
beg to nominate Ch‘ing-lien, a clerk in 
the Board of Revenue who is next en the 
list for promotion.-—Approved. 


COPPER AND LEAD MINES IN YUNNAN, 


Te Director-General of the Yunnan mines 
reports that at Ch‘iaochia and Weining the 
condition of the seams of ore continues very 
much the same as before, and that mineral 
is commencing to be fuund at all the other 
copper mines. In the case of the latter, 
no great depth has yet been reached and 
the seams are consequently rather poor in 
yield. Active measures are being taken 
to press on the work and it is confidently 
anticipated that the first instalment of the 
10th order for copper will be delivered in 
full within the year. At Weining a con- 
siderable number of veins hus, it is true, 
been struck but the yield of the ore is 
comparatively small. Furnaces were set 
up during the 7th moon and the lead as 
smelted was handed over in instalments to 
Téng Liang-ch ‘éng, the officer on the Kuei- 
chow establishment who was charged with 
its transmission to Peking. The lead mines 
at Kungshan have already produced 500,000 
catties of ore and if the mining capital 
from Kueichow is received within the pre- 
sent year it is anticipated that in addition 
several hundreds of thousand of catties can 
be procured. 


RELIEF MEASURES AT PAOTING FO. 


Soup kitchens are established every 
winter in the suburbs of Paoting Fu, and 
the Viceroy Li expresses the opinion that 
relief is more urgently required this year 
then ever, on account of the distress caused 
by the recent floods. The agents who have 
been appointed to superintend the distri- 
bution are to issue 3 ho of rice per 
day to adult applicants and half that 
quantity to children. In cases where there 
are large families without any means of 
livelihood a more liberal scale of relief will 
be adopted. The distribution is to com- 
mence on the first of the 10th moon and 
to be continued once every five days during 
the remainder of the winter. 


MILITARY IN SPECTION IN YUNNAN. 


The Governor of Yunnan while recently 
acting as Viceroy asked that the annual in- 
spection of the troops should be deferred 
until the arrival of his successor, Wang 
Wén-shao. The latter now reports that 
he has been busy since he reached the 
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province in making himself acquainted with 
the details of the administration, and has 
been unable to carry out his intention 
of conducting the military inspection as 
soon as he anticipated. He now proposes 
to start for Yungch‘uan, Ch‘iiching and 
other prefectures in the east of the 
province, and after finishing the inspection 
then to return to the provincial capital 
for some days and clear off any arrears of 
work that may have accumulated before 
setting out for Linan Fu and the southern 
section of the province. He will include 
in his tour a visit to Méngtzi the newly 
opened commercial station in order to see 


for himself the condition of things there. ’ 


The current work of his office will be per- 
formed during his absence by the Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, any important questions 
that occur being referred to himself 
at the.different stations on his journey. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS TOWARDS THE RELIEF OF 
DISTRESS IN CHIHLI. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-changacknowledges 
the receipt of subscriptions collected by 
the Director-General of the Grain Transport, 
Sung-ch‘un, for the relief of the suffering 
caused by the recent heavy floods. Imme- 
diately on hearing of the disaster which 
had befallen the province of Chihli, the 
Director-General organised a subscription 
fund, heading it with a contribution 
of Tls. 2,000 on his own account. 
Altogether -he raised a sum of Ts. 
30,000 and considering the fact that 
he exercises no territorial jurisciction 
and that separate subscription lists were 
at the same time being circulated under 
the auspices of the Governor and Viceroy 
of the province, the action of the Director- 
General is considered to be deserving of high 
commendation. Ma P‘ei-yao, the Governor 
of Kuangsi, took a similarly active part 
not long ago, in raising subscriptions 
for the relief of the distress in Kiangsu 
and Chékiang and was rewarded by the 
bestowal of a button of the first grade. 
The same honour. is now claimed by the 
Viceroy for Sung-ch‘un whose exertions 
were even greater than those of the Go- 
vernor of Kuangsi.—Granted by Rescript. 


14th December. 
APPOINTMENFS, 


Ch‘i Shih-ch‘ang is gazetted President of 
the Board of Works in succession to P’an 
Tsu-yin, deceased, and his post as President 
of the Censorate has been conferred upon 
Sun Chia-na. 


-traordinary attainments. 


PROPOSED INCREASE OF SALARY TO THE 
LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR OF CH‘AHAR. 


The Viceroy Li Hung-chang explains that 
the Military Lieutenant-Governorof Ch’ahar 
ischarged with the control of the government 
post-roads and the supervision of the pasture 
grounds lying outside of the Great Wall. 
Though he is invested with great respon- 
sibility and exercises jurisdiction over a 
very large area, his salary and allowances 
have always been very small and have been 
subject to such reductions that his total 
income does not exceed Tls. 1,000 a year 
and is quite inadequate to meet the ex- 
penses of the office. Successive Lieutenant- 
Governors have been unable to engage the 
services of a private secretary and have 
been obliged to entrust the conduct of their 
correspondence to subordinates who have 
resorted to malpractices of all kinds, The 
supervision of the Mongol tribes neces- 
sitates frequent excursions over a very 
large area of country, but these expedi- 
tions are now scarcely ever undertaken 
on account of the want of funds. 
Honest Lieutenant-Governors simply move 
in the old groove and content themselves 
with a policy of inaction, while dishonest 
ones sink all scruples and stoop to corrupt 
practices. The administration of the Mongol 
pasturages has now become so thoroughly 
demoralised that it has attracted the atten- 
tion of the censors and has formed the 
subject of frequent Imperial Decrees. The 
province of Chihli being conterminous with 
Ch‘ahar, the Viceroy has had opportunities 
of ascertaining the truth of the statements 
which he now makes from the officials of the 
Hsiianhua Prefecture, with whom he has 
come in contact from time to time. After 
the scandals which occurred last year, K ‘uei- 
pin, the Governor of Hupeh, anda man of 
sterling character, was appointed Liecute- 
nant-Governor of Ch‘ahar. K‘uei-pin will 
submit to any sacrifice he may be called 
upon to make in the public interests, but it 
is advisable that the post should be reorga- 
nised on a permanent basis’ which will 
admit of its being held by men of less ex- 
During the last 
few years the salaries and allowances of a 
considerable number of the high officials in 
the Manchurian provinces have been revised 
and augmented. Ten years ago at the 
instance of the memorialist the governor of 
the Metropolitan Prefecture received an 
addition to his income of Tis. 3,000 a year 
drawn from the likin receipts at Tientsin. 
The Viceroy proposes that the precedent 
should be followed in the present instance 
and that a sum of Tis. 3,600 a year should be 
allotted from the likin receipts at Kalgan on 
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horses and tea to augment the salaries of 
the Lieutenant-Governor and Deputy Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, Ts. 3,000 being given to 
the former and Tls, 600 to the latter officer. 
—Referred to the consideration of the Board 
of Revenue. 

16th December. 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Li Hung-tsao is appointed assistant 
superintendent of the office charged with 
the revision of the Imperial Institutes : 
Chi Shih-ch ‘ang is to assume, in addition 
to his other duties, the post of Governor 
of the Metropolitan Prefecture ; and Wane 
Tsu-kuang is gazetted Intendant of the 
Hang Chia Hu Circuit in Chékiang. 


DEEPENING THE CHANNEL OF THE WOOSUNG 
RIVER. ; 


The-Governor of Kiangsu remarks that 
the Woosung River is the passage through 
which all the water communication of 
Kiangsu and Chékiang finds its way to the 
sea. It has not been cleared out fora 
number of years past and the silting up of 
its bed has gone on gradually increasing. 
During the floods of last autumn the lower 
portion of the river became obstructed and 
the current being turned back the waters 
spread over the surrounding country like 
an open sea. After carefully examining 
the maps of the district and ascertaining 
the public sentiment on the subject, memo- 
rialist finds that the fact of the bed of the 
Woosung river not having been cleared out 
is universally considered to have been the 
cause of the mischief. When reporting some 
time ago on the clearing out of the Yiin- 
tsao river, memorialist stated that both 
this river and all the other tributaries of 
the Woosung should be made free from all 
obstruction before commencing work on 
the main branch. The present 1s a favour- 
able moment for undertaking the task, the 
water is low in the river, Ihe paddy harvest 
has been gathered in, and work is slack in 
the fields. After consulting with the 
Viceroy at Nanking, the Governor com- 
missioned a number of high civil and 
military officials, including the Brigadier- 
Generals of Woosung and Langshan, to 
collect workmen and employ them in clear- 
ing out the river in sections. Its length is 
over 70 li and the number of workmen and 
soldiers engaged in the task will not fall 
short of 10,000 men. As it is anticipated 
that there will be some difficulty in pre- 
serving order amongst such a multitude of 
people the Governor proposes to visit the 
scene of tha operations from time to time 
himself and sec that the workmen are kept 
under proper control. 
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16th December. 
OFFICIAL MOVEMENTS. 


Jao Ying-ch‘i, the Intendant of the 
Kashgar Circuit, who has been acting for 
some time as Taotaiat Barkoul and Judicial 
Commissioner of the province, reports that 
he has handed over charge of these offices 
to Ch‘én Ming-yi, the acting Taotai of 
Aksu, and has himself entered upon the 
duties of acting Lieutenant-Governor of 
Turkestan. An interchange having recently 
taken place between the Financial Com- 
missioners of Kiangsu and Hupeh, Ch ‘éng- 
yiin, the Chief Judge of the latter province, 


‘is toactas Financial Commissioner pending 


the arrival of Huang P‘éng-nien, the new 
incumbent of the post. 


DEATH OF A MONGOLIAN PRINCESS. 


The Deputy Lieutenant-Governor of [li 
reports the death of the wife of Kun-pu-cha- 
p‘u, a Mongolian Prince who is Captain- 
General of a clan of the Khoshoits. In 
accordance with regulations drawn up some 
timeago by the Mongolian Superintendency, 
whenever a Khan or Duke of one of these 
tribes or his wife dies, an elegy composed in 
Manchu and Mongolian has to be drawn 
up by the Grand Council in Peking and 
forwarded tothe family of the bereaved 
through the Governor of Ili, who also de- 
putes an officer to offer his condolences. 
The memorialist requests permission to 
perform the customary ceremony on the 
present occasion and hopes that he will be 
furnished with the elegy in due course from 
Peking. 

DEATH OF A MONGOL PRINCE. 


The Deputy Lieutenant-Governor of Ili 
reports the death, at the age of 69, of 
Ch‘é-lin-la-pu-tan, a Mongolian Prince of 
the first degree, who was chieftain of a 
league amongst the Turguts. The deceased 
rendered good service to the Imperial cause 
by keeping open the line ,of postal com- 


- munication and maintaining order amongst 


his people during the troubles some 20 
years ago in Tarbagatai, and it is asked 
that, under the rule promulgated by the 
Mongolian Superintendency in 1848, the 
memorialist himself, attended by a secre- 
tary, may, be authorised to perform the 
prescribed rites in presence of his remains. 


17th December. 
No papers of interest. 
18th December. 
DEATH OF SUN YI-CHING. 


A Decree issued to-day notices the death 
of Sun Yi-ching, Vice President of the 
Board of -Revenue. The deceased was 
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formerly a member of the Hanlin and filled 
the post of Chief Examiner on several occa- 
sions at the Metropolitan Examinations. 
The Emperor expresses deep regret for the 
loss of such a valuable servant, and orders 
that he may receive all the posthumous 
honours due to his rank and that all the 
mistakes committed by him in his official 
capacity may be condoned. 


INCORPORATION OF TARBAGATAL IN THE 
PROVINCE OF TURKESTAN, 


A joint memorial appears to-day under 
the signatures of the Governor-General of 
the: Shén-Kan provinces, the Lieutenant 
Governor of Ili and the acting Governor 
of Turkestan, in- which the question of 
the incorporation of Tarbagatai in the 
jurisdiction of the last-named high official 
is discussed at some length. A proposal 
for including both Ili and ‘Larbagatai within 
the control of the Governor of Turkestan 
received the Imperial sanction considerably 
over a year ago, aud has, as far as Ili is 
concerned, been already carried into effect. 
The Lieutenant-Governor of Tarbagatai has, 
however, opposed the measure and has so 
far been successful. First, he pleaded for 
delay on the ground that the new city 
which he was building ought to be completed 
before the change took place. Then he 
asked that the civil and military authorities 
of Tarbagatai should still, be amenable to 
him. This latter suggestion was negatived 
and the beginning of the 10th moon was 
fixed as the date for effecting the transfer. 
This has now been altered to the first day 
of next year, after which no further delay 
will be allowed. The Manchu troops will 
yemain under the command of the Lieuten- 
ant-Governor, while the control of the 
Chinese forces and the re-organisation of 
the district will fall within the province of 
the Governor of Turkestan. The sum 
illotted for the expenses of the govern- 
ment has hitherto been Tls. 320,000 a year, 
of which Tls. 30,000 go towards defray- 
ing the cost of re-organisation measures. 
The remainder, Tls. 290,000, which is used 
in payment of the troops, will henceforth 
be allotted in two equal portions to the 
Governor and the Lieutenant-Governor. 
The Manchu troops will be quartered in 
the new town, which will also form the 
residence of the Lieutenant-Governor, 
while the Chinese forces will form the 
garrison of the old town, Suiching, where 
a Coloneland Sub-Prefect will be stationed. 
The office of Resident is to be abolished 
and is to be replaced by that of a Lieutenant- 
Governor drawn from the Ili establishment. 
—Approved by Kescript. 


19th December. 

DEATH OF THE CHIEF JUSTICE OF FUKIEN. 

The Governor of Kiangsu reports the 
death at Shanghai on the 7th November 
last of Hsii Ch‘ien-shén, recently Taotai at 
Tungchow, who was on his way to take up 
his new post of Chief Justice of Fukien. 
The deceased, who was a brother of Hsii 
Kéng-shén, a Minister of the Tsungili 
Yamén, was on the point of embarking for 
Foochow when he was seized with a sudden 
illness of which he died in a few days. 


; 20th December. 
APPOINTMENT TO GRAND SECRETARIAT. 


Yang Hui is appointed Sub-Chancellor of 
the Grand Secretariat, with brevet rank as 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 


ABORIGINAL TRIBES IN SZECHUAN, 


The Tartar General and the Governor of 
Szechuan report the quelling of a disturb- 
ance among some aboriginal tribes in the 
Leipo district. These itappears were inthe 
habit of making raidson the villages in their 
neighbourhood, and these became so serious 
that it was necessary to proceed against 
them with an armed force. The latter suc- 
ceeded in defeating the bodies of the rebels 
who had the courage to resist, and memo- 
rialists venture to think that the disturb- 
ance is at an end. 


CHANGES IN THE CIVIL SERVICE. 


Tsao Ping-che announces the fact of 
having taken over the seals of. office as 
Judicial Commissioner for Shantung. 

Yu-hwan reports his arrival at his new 
post as Governor of Honan. 


21st December. 
REHEARING OF A CASE IN CHIILI. 

Li Hung-chang announces the’ result of 
the rehearing of a case sent down to him 
by the Board of Punishments with reference 
to an appeal made to the Emperor in per- 
son by a woman named Wang, wifo of a 
certainindividualnamed Ch‘en. The latter. a 
native of Hankung Hsien, with brevet rank 
as assistant Sub-District. Magistrate, was in 
the habit of practising as adoctor, but some 
years ago, being under theimpression that 


he hada genius for engineering, he spent a 


great deal of time in studying the Grand 
Canal and the Yellow River. In thespring 
of the present year, thinking he had disco- 
vered a remedy for the silting up of these 
waterways, he determined to proceed to 
Peking and lay his views before the Em- 
peror in person. Falling ill by the way he 
deputed his wife to do so on his behalf. As, 
however, on examination his scheme proved 
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impracticable and the offence of presenting 
petitions in this irregular way is punishable 
by law, Ch’en and his wife have been sent- 
enced to one hundred blows and _ banish- 
ment to the nearest frontier. The latter 
being a woman will be allowed to commute 
the punishment by a money payment.— 
Let the Board of Punishments consider and 
report. 
22nd December. 
No documents of interest. 


23rd December. 
APPOINTMENTS, 
Liao Shou-heng is appointed Senior 
Vice-President of the Board of Revenue. 
Ch‘ien Ying-p‘u is appointed Senior 
Vice-President, and Li Wen-tien Junior 
Vice-President of the Board of Rites. 


LIKIN RIOT IN CHEKIANG, 


Sung Chiin, Governor of Chékiang, re- 
ports a disturbance in.connection with the 
levy of duty on native opium. The facts 
of the case are as follows :—Stations were 
established in the Hsiangshan district for 
the purpose of levying likin on the native 
opium produced there, and proper deputies 
were appointed to look after the collection. 
These it appears did not set about their 
work in a proper way, and complaints and 
disturbances were of constant occurrence. 
On these being reported memorialist 
impeached all those concerned, and in a 
report to the Throne, dated the 16th of 
July, 1889, asked for permission to de- 
grade them. This was granted, and a tho- 
rough investigation into the case ordered. 
After having thé case gone into in the lower 
courts memorialist reheard it in person, and 
has the honour to report that Kung Chao- 
tsai and.Chiang Kuo-chih are farmers in 
Hsiangshan district. The cultivation of 
opium has been going on there for some 
time and the drug made up into a prepara- 
tion called hstany chiang. In April 1889 
stations were established at Chingtou and 
various places throughout the district, for 
the purpose of collecting likin on this article. 
Shortly afterwards the price of opium took 
a sudden rise and there was some difficulty 
in the way of getting rid of their stock. 
This the people in the district chose to 
attribute to the likin stations and were 
loud in their demands that these be done 
away with. On the 18th of June 1889 
K‘ung J‘én-hua was proceeding to the 
market with 10 ounces of opium which 
he intended to dispose of there. While 
passing the Ch‘iangto‘u likin 
he was stopped by some runners and 
called upon to pay duty thereon. On 
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his refusing to do so he was arrested ; but 
the onlookers, greatly incensed at this pro- 
ceeding, forthwith demolished the whole 
station, Kung Jén-hua taking advantage of 
the opportunity to make his escape. The 
magistrate on hearing hereof at once took 
measures to quell the disturbance, but 
Kung thought this would be a splendid 
opportunity to do away with the likin 
stations altogether, and the next day col- 
lected a large crowd who proceeded with 
songs, etc., to the District Magistrate’s 
yamén and called for a proclamation abo- 
lishing the stations. The day happened to 
be market day and the mob grew oradually 
larger and larger till on somebody’s in- 
stigation they poured into the yamén and 
wrecked the offices. Troops had to be 
called in before the mob could be induced 
to disperse. Kung Jén-hua has _ been 
sentenced to 100 blows and banished to 
the military posts on the remote frontier, 
the other offenders have been likewise 
dealt with according to law, and orders 
have been given to the Prefect to consider 
the advisability of abolishing these stations 
altogether. The damage done to the public 
offices has been made good by the gentry. — 
Let the Board of Punishments consider and 
report, 
24th December. 
DEATH OF PRINCE I. 


In the reign of Tung-chih, Prince I (Tsai- 
tun) who was then known as the Chen-kuo 
Duke; was appointed to succeed to the 
hereditary princedom of I. He was awarded 
the three-eyed peacock feather, and filled 
various high offices of state in all of which 
he discharged his duties with diligence. 
Latterly on account of illness we placed him 
on half-pay and gave him repeatedly leave 
for the purpose of undergoing a course of 
medical treatment. It is with the greatest 
regret that we now hear of his death, and 
have to direct that a t‘o lo ching pet be 
sent to be spread on the remains. The Tu- 
kuo Duke and ten officers of the House- 
hold will perform the necessary sacrificial 
rites, and in addition to the ordinary 
presents ordained by us we award the 
family a sum of Ts. 1,000 as a contribution 
towards the funeral expenses, The yamén 
concerned will see that all due rites are 
observed in connection with the funeral, 
&e, 

ACCIDENTAL DEATH. 

The Governor of Chékiang refers to the 
case he reported last month with reference 
to the son of a Taotai riding over a child 
belonging to one of the Bannermen in 
Hangchow and asks that as a preliminary 
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measure the offender, Chu K’un, who is a 
Chijen and holds ofice under the Board 
of Punishments, be degraded in order that 
thereafter the regular trial may be pro- 
ceeded with.—Granted. Let the Board 
concerned take note, 


AWARD TO A MILITARY OFFICER FOR WORK IN 
CONNECTION WITH IMPERIAL TELEGRAPHS, 


Li Hung-chang, at the instance of Sheng 
Taotai, General Superintendent of Tele- 
graphs, asks thatsome notice be taken of the 
extremely meritorious services of the late 
Colonel Wang Jung-ho in connection with 
the laying down of telegraph lines in the 
provinces of Chékiang, Fukien and Can- 
ton. 


INSPECTION OF FRONTIER POSTS, 


To Ko-luan, Governor of Tsitsihar, re- 
ports the customary autumn inspection of 
the frontier posts in the Uliasutai district. 
He finds that no illicit digging of ore goes 
on there and the officials at the various 
posts are allas reported on the Government 
list. —Noted. 


25th December. 


REQUEST TO CONFER REWARDS ON A 
MERITORIOUS PUBLIC OFFICER, 


The Governor of Anhui asks that per- 
mission be granted for the name of the late 
Governor of Hunan, Tso Fu, to be enrolled 
in the special shrine dedicated to the late 
Governor of Anhui, Ying Han, and that his 
meritorious services be entered on the 
records of State. The reasons he gives are 
that the deceased officer more especially 
distinguished himself while serving as 
District Magistrate in memorialist’s own 
province and the latter thinks it a pity 
that the reputation of one who deserved so 
well of the people should:be allowed to die 
out,—Let the Board concerned consider and 
report. 


REWARDS FOR TRANSPORT OFFICERS. 


Li Hung-chang asks for special rewards 
for the oticers who were engaged in the 
grain transport service by sea during the 
16th year of Kuang Hsit.—The list is sub- 
mitted to the Board for their consideration. 


26th December. 
ROADS IN SZECHUAN. 

Liu Ping-chang in along memorial gives 
an account of some roads made within the 
confines of his province along the Yangtze 
gorges by the Prefect of Kueichou Fu, Wang- 
chien. Memorialist dwells on the extreme- 
ly arduous nature of the work and the 
boon it will confer on the boat people pass- 
ing up and down the river in that they 
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will now have proper towing paths and will 
be no longer exposed to death by drown- 
ing in consequence of their boats being 
upset in the stream. It appears that the 
idea of making these paths originated with 
Wang-chien and that he volunteered to 
superintend the carrying out of the works. 
He himself subscribed Tls. 10,000, inemo- 
rialist advanced Tls. 28,000, the Yii and 
Kwei districts subcribed amongst them- 
selves Tls. 22,000 and over 20,000 strings 
of cash, What 1emained over after paying 
all expenses has been put out to interest 
to form a fund for the maintenance of 
the roads. Memorialist would ask that 
a letter of commendation from the Throne 
be addressed to Wang-chien as a sign 
that his splendid services have not been 
altogether passed over.— We have perused 
the within memorial and note that Wang- 
chien is one who delights to do good and has 
the welfare of the people at heart. Let Liu 
Ping-chang make out a letter conveying to 
him our approval and let the Board concern- 
ed take note. 


DISTRESS IN SZECHUAN. 


Liu Ping-chang gives a long catalogue of 
disasters by fire, rain and flood which 
have befallen his province during the 
past summer, whole villages having been 
destroyed by fire or swept away by floods 
and innumerable lives lost. Memorialist 
is however happy to be able to state that , 
the distress was all dealt with locally and by 
private subscription and that there was no 
need to appropriate any of the Government 
funds for the purpose. The flelds that were 
flooded are already under cultivation and 
the buildings destroyed are all being 
repaired,—Noted. 


e7th December, 


DEATH OF SECONDARY CONSORT OF THE 
EMPEROR HSIEN FENG. 

The secondary consort of the Emperor 
Hsien Féng, the Lady Li, having died on 
the 26th instant, the Emperor has notified 
his intention of offering oblations and per- 


- forming other rites to her memory on the 


29th and has ordered all the inmates of the 
Imperial Household, as well as all the 
princes, dukes and oflicials of every class 
in the Capital, to wear plain clothes on the 


day in question. 


FLOODS IN YUNNAN. 

The Governor of Yiinnan reports that 
the districts of Hsinhsing and T‘aiho have 
suffered severely from floods and that the 
salt wells in several other places have been 
obliged to stop working owing to the same 
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cause. In Hsinhsing alone some 6,000 
acres of ground are under water and all 
hope of an autumn crop has been abandon- 
ed. T‘aiho is in a still worse plight. Not 
less than 10,000 acres of land are submerg- 
ed and most of the houses are flooded. At 
a place called Lichiang, a torrent came 
rushing down from the hill side, destroying 


roads, bridges, buildings and everything 


else that opposed its course along a distance 
of over 102i. The salt mines in the neigh- 
bourhood are completely flooded and cannot 
be pumped dry. Measures, including the 
possible remission of the land tax anda 
reduction of the gabelle, are to be taken 
for the relief of the sufferers not one of 
whom will, according to the usual official 
phraseology, be allowed to go homeless. 


EXPENDITURE ON PUBLIC WORSHIP IN THE 
PROVINCE OF KANSU. 


From -a statement furnished by the 
Viceroy of the Shenkan provinces it ap- 
pears that in Kansu there are 65 temples 
to the God of War and 67 to the God of 
Literature, and that each of these establish- 
ment receives twice a year an allowance of 
Tls. 16.7.6 for the conduct of public wor- 
ship. An additional grant on ‘special oc- 
casions makes the total annual expenditure 
under this head amount to Tls. 2,877.9.7 a 
year. The authorities of the Prefecture of 
Payenjungko having represented that the 
temples within their jurisdiction, some of 
‘ which are of recent origin while others are 
of old standing, do not enjoy the privileges 
accorded to institutions of the kind in the 
province, the Emperor has been pleased, 
in response to, an application from the 
Viceroy, to admit them to a participation 
in the religious immunities of the province. 


28th December. 
AFFRAY WITH MOUNTED ROBBERS NEAR JEHO. 


On the 25th of September last a band of 
mounted robbers, numbering over 40 men, 
well armed, made a sudden descent upon 
the district of Ch‘aoyang within the juris- 
diction of the Lieutenant-Governor of 
Jeho and rescued one of their comrades 
who had fallen some time previously into 
the hands of the authorities. They then 
settled down in the neighbourhood and 
having succeeded in gaining new adherents, 
became the terror and scourge of the whole 
district. On hearing of the movement, the 
Lieutenant-Gevernorimmediately despatch- 
ed a force of military to the locality to deal 
with the insurgents. - The officer at the 
head of this force very soon came in con- 
tact with the freebooters, but the latter, not 
wishing to encounter the Imperial troops 
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in the open,’ took refuge in a temple 
which they fortified and from which 
they kept up a brisk fire on their assail- 
ants. Although over 20 of the latter were 
seriously wounded, the siege was main- 
tained with such vigour that the robbers, 
seeing it impossible to hold their ground 
any longer, made a sortie in the hope of 
effecting their retreat under cover of a hill 
at the back of the temple. In doing so, 
they lost ten of their number, and the 
remainder fled to-the Chiench‘ang dis- 
trict, the magistrate of which, having been 
apprised of their movements, immediately 
seut a body of soldiers to cut off their 
retreat. An obstinate engagement was 
fought in which one or two members of 
the local militia lost their lives. Troops 
were then massed and a combined attack 
directed against the rebels, the result being 
that their leader and about a dozen of his 
followers were either cut down or made 
prisoners. Altogether, over 30 of the band 
fell into the hands of the Imperial authori- 
ties and the remnant made their escape 
into Manchuria, the authorities of which 
have been warned of their moyvements.— 
Rescript : Noted. 


29th December. 


A WIFE POISONS HER HUSBAND AND TWO 
MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY. 


The following case is reported by the - 
Governor of Kuangsi. A family of the 
name of Huang, composed of a father and 
several sons, resided in the Nopo district 
in that province. A little over a year ago 
the father, Huang Chih-hsiang, selected as 
bride for one of his sons, Huang Ju-chang, 
a girl belonging to a family of the name of 
Chao. The Huang family were in very 
straitened circumstances and were obliged 
to toil in the fields for their livelihood. 
The girl Chao was of an indolent disposition 
and quite unfitted for drudgery. Her 
husband was a man of violent temper 
who insisted upon her working, and the 
result was continual bickering between the 
couple which frequently led to the inter- 
change of blows and bad language. The 
girl appealed on several occasions to her 
mother’s people for protection, but after 
trying to comfort her, they always sent 
her back to her husband. About a month 
after the marriage the husband ordered his 
wife one day to go and cut firewood on the 
hills, but not having been accustomed to 
carry burdens, she declined to go and receiv- 
ed in consequence a severe beating. A little 
later she was again beaten and abused by 
her husband for not washing his clothes 
clean enough. About the same time she 
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made use of a sum of 400 cash belonging to 
her husband and when he discovered the 
fact, he gave her a sound thrashing with a 
stick and vowed that he would repeat’ the 
treatment on the following day if she did 
not produce the money. A month passed 
during which continual squabbling occur- 
red between the man and his wife, 
the latter having frequently to ,go with- 
out food and being threatened with a 
divorce for her bad behaviour. At last, 
the woman, exasperated by the treatment 
she was receiving and dreading the dis- 
grace of a divorce, determined to muke 
away with her husband. A year before 
while still unmarried she had accompanied 
an old woman in the village on a herb- 
gathering expedition on the hills. and re- 
membered her companion pointing out to 
her a poisonous plant which, if eaten, cut 
asunder the intestines and caused sudden 
death. Having gone on several occasions 
to gather firewood she kept a careful watch 
for this particular plant and succeeded in 
collecting a handful which she hidaway until 
she could find a favourable moment for mak- 
ing use of it. At last she found her oppor- 
tunity one day when her father-in-law, her 
husband’s brothers and her sister-in-law all 
happened to be from home, and only she 
and her husband were left in charge of the 
house. Shortly after noon she began to 
prepare the evening meal, and poured over 
the vegetables the infusion obtained by 
boiling the poisonous plant. She handed 
his supper to her husband, left their 
portion for the remainder of the family, 
and then went out on the excuse of hay- 
ing to make some purchases, The father 
and his three sons returned vory shortly 
afterwards, and being hungry after their 
day’s work, they all partook heartily of 
the poisoned food Symptoms of poison- 
ing very soon followed and the whole 
finily was found by a neighbour lying on 
the floor in a state of great agony. Two 
of them were saved by means of emetics, 


but the father, the woman’s husband and 
a brother of the latter all died the same 
night. The woman was found and handed 
over to the authorities who, after a pro- 
tracted trial in which she declared her 
innocence, have found her guilty of the 
murder. She has been condemned to death 
by the ling ch‘th process on two different 
counts, and will, asthe law provides, re- 
ceive some additional slashes of the knife 
at the time of her execution. All the 
poisonous herbs in the district are to be 
removed so as to prevent the repetition of 
such a crime in the future. 


30th December. 


SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE RELIEF OF THE 
DISTRESS IN CHIHLI. 


The Governor of Hunan refers to tele- 
grams which he has received from the 
Viceroy of Chihli and the Governor of the 
Metropolitan Prefecture soliciting subscrip- 
tions for the relief of the distress pre- 
vailing within their jurisdiction He and 
his colleagues are making every effort in 
their power to respond to the appeal, but 
it will be some time yet before they are 
in a position to report the result. In the 
meantime, they have remitted a sum of 
Tls. 30,000 to the North, one half for the 
Viceroy and one half for the Governor. 


31st December, 


REMISSION OF LIKIN AND DUTY UPON ARTICLES 
OF FOOD CONSUMPTION, , 


The Governor of Shantung reports that 
in obedience to instructions contained in 
an Imperial Decree dated the 26th of 
November last, he has issued orders that 
all cereals and grain destined for consump- 
tion in the North are to be exempted 
from all taxation while passing through 
his jurisdiction. A similar order has been 
issued in Féngt‘ien, Honan, and other pro- 
vinces from which food supplies are being 
sent to Chihli during the winter. 


